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SHALL. not alles. any 1 to 
the public, on behalf of the enſu- 
ing Treatiſe. For if the leading ſen- 
| timents, eſpouſed and defended in it. 
correſpond with the unerring oracles, = 
1 have no -apprehenſians. from the 1 
1 be ible by the moll laboured. apologys. 3 
to juſtify my conduct. Fo 
The doctrines of grace, {ng rich „ 
ſovereign grace, are here maintained, „ _ 
and handled in a practical manner. 17 
has been my. endeavour, in the fol- 
lowing pages, not only to ſtate and 
defend the capital truths of the gol-. 5 
2 pel, in a do&rinal way; but alſo, to 
point out their peculiar importance, 
as happily, adapted to azeaken the con- 
ſcience, and comfort the heart; to 
elævate the affections, and influence the 
4 whole conduct in the ways of holineſs. 
In this Edition of TR REIN or 
nc, I have made large additions. 
= The principal of which, is, an entire 
chapter on ELecTion ; which; renders . 
the ſcheme of doctrines more complete, 
and the contents of the book more an- 
ſwerable to the title. alſo thought a U. 
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HY a "be, Ke to | wel 3 im- 
portant part of revealed truth; hav- 
ing, in my younger years, greatly op- 


poſed it, in a Poem, On Abſolute ng 


= deflination. Which Poem, if confider- 
cd in a critical light is deſpicable ; if in 
| Aa theological view, deteſtable; as it is 
an impotent attack on the honour of 
divine grace, in reſpect to its glorious 
fireeneſs; and a bold oppoſition to the 
= ſovereignty of God. 80 I now con- 
k Hfiderit, and as ſuch | here renounce it. 


However the doctrine of reigning 


1 grace may be decried as licentious, it * 
is chat truth which God, in all ages, 
bas delighted to honour; which the 


the Divine Spirit has owned, for the 
information and comfort, for the holi- 
neſs and happineſs of ſinful men, Were 
Inot fully perſuaded of this, rather than 
appear as an advocate for it, I would 
condemn my tongue to everlaſting ſi- 
| lenge, and my pen to perpetual reſt. - 

I have nothing more to add, by way 
of Preface, but my ardent | prayers, 
that a divine bleſſing may attend every 
_ peruſal of the following chapters; ſo 
as to make the performance real ly 
uſeful, and cauſe it to anſwer ſome 
valuable e for the great Re- 
_ er: 8 g TA Ab OPEN 
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CHAPTER 1. Of the Jenico i, 
the Term GRACE 1 N Ek 


Ui cnar. II. Of Grace, as it reigns i in our. 


9 Salvation in ,, ng 
RF cuar. III. Of Grace as it reigns in out. 
ELECTION to eternal Glory 22 1 


cnar. Iv. Of Grace, as it reigns i in our 


CALLING - = =» 5 


Crae, V. Grace, as it reigns in a 


full free and everlaſting PARDON. 113 | 


5 Cuar. VI. Of Grace 42. it e in our 


Jus riric arion r . 159 


Char. VII. Of Grace, as it reigns « in our 
Apo rion. 1 55 FF 227 
Caz, VIII. 07 Grace, 6 as it reigns in our 


| SANCTIFICATION . G48 


can i Of the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs 


of Holiness and good Works 271. 


Crap. X. Of Grace, as it reigns in the 
| PensnVERANCE of the Saints to 
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Cn. XI. Of the PERSON of 
” ' whom Grace reigns — 
ener. XII. Of the Wort of Cbriſ, 
Fo through which Grace reigns = 
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ever been the objEct of the world's 


bl ek to the ſelf⸗ righteous Jew, and 
fooliſhneſs to the philoſophic Greek. Paul, 
| who was a reſolute affertor of the honours of 


grace and indefatigable in preaching Chriſt, 
| found it ſo by repeated experience ; and that, 


ot only among the illiterate and profane, but 


alſo among the learned and devout. Yea, he 
had frequent occahon to obſerve, that the re- 


ligious devotees of his age, were the firſt in 


oppoſing che doctrine he preached, and the : 
moſt hardened enemies againſt the truth of 


con Ihe polite, the learned, the religious, 


all agreed, to load both his charadter and doc- 
| wid with the fouleſt reproaches. Nor was 
| this treatment peculiar to Paul, but common 


to all his cotemporaries, who eſpouſed the 


lame en cauſe, and labourcd 1 in the Jams _ 107 


{ 


HE goſpel of reigning. grace, be»: © 


ing a doctrine truly divine, has 


contempt. It was of old a ſtum- | 


= they never exhort to good Works, as neceſſa- 


ocus important purpoſes, both in the fight of 


dee grace revealed in it, the ſtate of the belt 
ok men would have been abſolutely deſpe- 
mate. - deſperate as that of the devils, and thoſ 


fully cvil—evil as to thoſe things, for the ſake 
of which they (molt highly eſteemed: them- 
ſelves; ſo they boldly ae abr a perfect 
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WW oa hateful. to God; 3 theſe, as' deſtructive to 
. 1 eee, 


| charge! ? Were they looſe in their morals, or 
Wk ſcandalous in their lives? No ſuch thing.— 
Had they not as much regard for practical re- 
ligion and true morality, as any of their ob- 


their doctrine was not in the leaſt adapted to 
gratify the pride of man. They taught, that 


þ 0 yVoere free to declare, that the ſtate of the moſt 
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| enen work. The do&rine they e 
1 Was charged with licentiouſneſs. Their ene- 
5 mies boldly affirmed that their language was ; 
Let us do evil that good may come. Thus were 
their character and labours impeached : hat, 


But whit: was the ground of this impious 


jectors? More, far more than they all. Did 
ry to anſwer any valuable end in the chriſtian 
f life? They often preſſed the performance of 
them, as abſolutely neceſſary to anſwer vari. 
Bod and man. What, then, could 3 the 

reaſon of fo horrid a clirge? The reaſon was, 


Without the atonement made on the croſs, and 


by Who are already damned. And as the apoſtles 


5 5 teſpectable part of mankind was evil - dread. 


ure and a ae een to the mol 


| 
I 
] 


7 wal primitive ew” and infallible 
guides, were not in the leaſt acquainted witch 
thoſe terms and conditions, thoſe e e 
and qualiſications; the performing and at- 


a. >" i 


taining of which, are accounted ſo neceſlary, e 


by many in our own times, in order to ac- 
ceptance with God. They knew but of one 
way, in which a finner might be accepted of | 
God, and juſtified before him; and that was 
entirely. of grace, through the perfect wan, 

of Chriſt alone. The way of juſtification _ 


: which fey taught, is abſolutely pure and un- ; 


mixed. In their doctrine on this important 
e grace, does not only appear ; it Jhinee, 
, triumphs it is the ONLY thing, There 

is 7; Wk the leaſt tindure of thoſe notions which 
foſter pride, or cheriſh ſelf-eſteem. diſcernible | 


9 


in it. All thoſe fine diſtinctions, invented by 


; the proud philoſopher or ſelf. righteous mora- 


lift, which tend in any degree, to ſupport the 
opinion of human worthineſs, and darken our 
views of divine grace; are, by them, entirely | 
ſet afide, and totally annihilated. The moſt | 


ſhining deeds and valuable qualities that can A 


be found among men; though highly uſeful 
and truly excellent, when ſet in their proper 
places, and referred to ſuitable ends; are, as 
to the grand article of juſtification, treated as 
non-entitics. In this reſpect, the moſt zeal. 


ous profeſſor, with all his laboured Parſer: 4 1 


ances, ſtands on a level with the moſt pro 
lane. The apoſtolic truth, addreſſing all to 
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rence or boaſting: in any; that 1 che N 
| glory of our ſalvation may be ſecured to that 
grace, which is inne rich and Lond 
free. | 
"At this, * devont Phariſees” md derent 
M.oraliſt are highly offended. Such doctrines 
being advanced, they think it incumbent up- 
on them to ſtand up in defence of what they 
call, an holy life, and to ſupport the ſinking 


WW credit of good works, as having a conſider- 


able efficacy 1 in procuring our acceptance with 
God. This many perſons frequently do, 
much more by za/king about their neceſſity, 
than by performing them. Now they think it 
l duty to rail at the preacher; as an avow- 
ed enemy to holineſs; nor will they ſpare to 
give him the honourable title of, © A friend 
& of publicans and ſinners.” Now innume- 
rable flanders are caſt on the doctrine of 
grace, as being licentious; and on the mini- 
ſters of it, as opening the flood-gates of ini- 
quity. For they ſuppoſe that every thing bad 
may be juſtly expected, from men who open- 
_ ty diſavow all dependence on their own du- 
ties; and whoſe hope of eternal happineſs 
ariſes, not from the ſervices which they per- 
form, but from the grace which the goſpe! 
reveals not from the worth which they poſ- 
ſeſs, but from the work which Chriſt has 
wrought. Thus they deſpiſe the goſpel un- 
der the fair pretence, of more than common 
concern for the intereſts of holineſs. 
Nor is this the only offence which the go- 
| fee net. e as it is a inconſillen 


InTRODUCTION: | 1 5 3 


2 


= with the natural notions at men, concerning 5 
acceptance with God, and contrary to every 3 
ſcheme of falvation which human reaſon ſug- 
51 geſts ; and as it will admit of no co- partner 
12 1 in relieving a diſtreſſed conſcience, or in bring= Fi ww 
ig deliverance to a guilty ſoul, but leaves - 
eccry one who flights it and ſeeks for aſſiſtance 7 
W from any other quarter, to periſh under an 0 "I 1 
cverlaſting curſe ; ſo the pride of the ſelf. 1 
fſacient kindles into reſentment againſt it, 
as a moſt uncharitable doctrine and quite un- 1 
hciable. Nor can the faithful diſpenſers .of 
faccred truth, fail to ſhare in the honour of 3B 
f Wi 

| 


. 


beſe reproaches. For While they dare to af. 
W firm, that this very goſpel, ſo hateful to the 
W ſons of pride, exbibus the ly way of a ſin- 
ner's acceſs to his offended Sovereign; and i 
chat all who oppoſe it, and all who embrace 
its counterfeit, are left in the hands of divine 
8 jultice without a Mediator; they are ſure to 
be :accounted perſons of contracted ee 
and very far from a liberal way of thinking. 
They are deemed the dupes of bigotry, and 
little better than the enemies of mankind. 
—He, indeed, Who pretends to be a 5 
to revealed ruth, but is cool and indifferent 
10 its -hongur , and. intereſt; whoſe extenſive. 
charity is ſuch, that he can allow them, . 4g ; 9 
widely differ from him in the capital articles 
of the chriſtian faith, to be ſafe in their own- 9 | 
way; may enjoy his peculiar ſentiments with- El 1 | 
our much fear of diſturbance. But though! | 7 990 
ſach conduct may be /applauded, under a. falſe 1] 
notion of christian N 1 Mc catholie wn 4 
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„ ; 950 it may be the way to maintain 
a friendly intercourſe among multiudes, whoſe 
leading ſentiments are widely different; yet i: 


will be deemed, by the God of truth, as de- 
+ ſerving no better name, thay a joint oppo tion 
to the fpirit and deſign of his gofpel. For 


ſuch a timid and lukewarm profeſſion of truth, 


1 is little better than a denial of it than open 
hoſtility againſt it. To ſeek for peace at the 


expence of truth, will be found, in the end, 


no other than a wicked conſpiracy againſt 
„ herh God and man. 

love the truth, will boldly declare againſt all 

its counterfeits, and every deviation from it : 


-Such however, as 


and, whatever may be the conſequence, they 


Will ay with him of old; Though wwe or ar 


angel from heaven, Preach any other gabel, 400 
; Vim be accurſed. 


Thus the genuine golpel will always ap- 
pear, like an 1afult on the taſte of the public. 


Wherever it comes, if it be not received, 
it awakens diſguſt and provokes abhorrence. 
Nor can it be otherwiſe, For its principal 
deſign is, to mortify the pride of man, and 

diiſplay the glory of grace; to throw all hu- 


man excellence down to the duſt, and to ele- 


3 


0 vate, even to thrones of glory, the needy and 
Pretched; to ſhew that every. thing which 
. exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of Chriſt, 


is an abomination in the ſight of God; and 


8 that He who is deſpiſed of men and abhorred 
a the nations, is Jehovah's eternal delight“. 
1 10 —The ancient goſpel is a VACErEmoniou 
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| king « it pays no reſpect to the See 
becauſe of his profound learning; nor to the 
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moraliſt, on account of his wpright conduct. 


u has not the leaſt regard to the courtier, be: 
W cauſe of his pompous bonoursz nor to the de- 
W votce, for the fake of his zeal or his righte- 
= ouſncls. No: Ihe potent prince and the 
W abject flave; the wiſe philoſopher and the 


ignorant ruſtic ; the virtuous lady and the 
infamous proſtitute, ſtand on the ſame level 
in its comprehenſive view.- 
only with the worthleſs and miserable, who- 
ever they be. If theſe be relieved, its end 


18 gained. If theſe be made bappy, its Au- 
thor is glorified, whatever may become of 
the reſt. Towards theſe it conſtantly wears 


the moſt friendly aſpect, and rejoices te do 


them good. But the ſelf-ſufficient, of every 
rank, are treated by it with the utmoſt res 
ſerve, - and beheld with a ſteady contempt. 


The hungry it filleth with ye dient, but tbe 
rich it ſendeth empty away. 


Theſe conſiderations may ſerve to ſhew us 


the true ſtate of the caſe, as it ſtood between 
Paul and his opponents. The caſe was much 
the ſame between the Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
at, and for ſome time after, the Reformation. 
Nor will the apoſtolic doctrine ever fail to be 
attended with a ſtrenuous oppoſition and foul 

{ reproaches, ſo long as ignorance of its real 
nature, and legal pride, prevail in the heart 
of men. Many, indeed, are the methods 
that have been deviſcd, to render the unpa- 


Jazable wach more peucraly acceptable, l. 


Its buſineſs is il 
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Vʃg;cdo remove the offence of the croſs. But the 
ſad effects have been, the goſpel has been 


corrupted ;, the conſciences of awakened fin- 


ners have been left to grope in the dark, fo. 
that conſolation Which nothing but the un- 
”  afulterated truth could give; and, iuſtead of 
Promoting holineſs, the reverſe: bis been aw- 
fully manifeſt. It behoves, therefore, every 
lover of ſacred truth, to let it ſtand on its 
own baſis, and not to tamper with it, To 


leave all its credit and all its ſucceſs in th. 


= world, to irs own intrinſic worth; to that au- 
— chority with which it is clothed, and to the 

management of that ſovereign Being, who « or- 
dained it for his own glory. 


But, however the doctrine os reigning 


grace may be deſpiſcd by the ſelf-ſufficient, it 


will ever be revered and highly eſteemed by 


the. pοο in #pirit. For, by it they are in- 


formed of an *honourable way of eſcape from 


the wrath to come, Which they know they 
have juſtly deſerved. To the ſenſible ſinner, 

| "therefore, it muſt always be a joyful sound. 
Aud though ſuch perſons as are ignorant of 
ties nature, tendency, and deſign, are always 
ready to imagine that it has an unfriendly 
m7 pet upon morality and good works, when 


preached in its glorious freeneſs; yet we may 


poldly affirm, that it is the grand instrument 
obordained by a holy God, for informing the 
ignoraat, ee th he diſconſolate, and 
kreſcuing the profligate from that worſt of 

'., " vaſlallage, the ſervitude of ſin, and ſubjec- 
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of the ons goſpel. Such is its friend- 
ly and ſanctifying influence on the hearts os >: 


men 
It will, indeed, be readily acknowledged, 


ar this doctrine may be held iu licentiouſ- 


neſs, by thoſe that profeſs it. But then it 


will be as confidently maintained, that who- | 
er holds it in unrighteouſneſs, never re- 
ceived the love of that facred truth, or expe- 
ricnced the power of it. For, to have a bare 


conviction of the truth in the mind, and to 


experience its power on the heart, are very __* 
= different things. The former may produce 


an outward profeſſion 3 ; the latter will clevate 


be affections, turn the corrupt bias of the 


will, and influence the whole conduct. 


With the ſteadieſt perſuaſion, e werf of jt 
the holy nature and tendency of the dorine 


of divine grace, as ir is in itſelf, and as it 


operates on the minds and manners of all 
W thoſe who know it in truth; I proceed to 
| give, not a full display (that is infinitely roo 
high for mortals) but ſome brief hints con- 
eerning that grace which reigns; and of the 
S way in which it is manifeſted, ſo as ro demon- 
ſtrate its power, glory, and majeſty, in the 


ſalvation of ſinners. And this I ſhali do by 


endeavouring to illuſtrate that important and 


charming paſſage, recorded in Rom. v. 21— 


Even g might GRACE REIGN, through right- 
23 unto eternal life, by erus Chrift our 
- And while the author, conſcious of 
his own inſufficiency, looks up to the ſpirit of 
wiſdom for divine een thay” he "Buy ; 


Lord. 
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HAT we may proceed with greater 
clearneſs and certainty in our follow- 


UE OS KT 
EE DOR DS 


s implied in the term, Grace. The prima- 


bs aſed moſt frequently in the inſpired vo- 
V. ne. In this acceptation it is to be taken, 
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5 Hadcration. Grace, iu the writings. of Paul, 


Winds in direct oppoſition to works and wor- 


thineſs—all works and den of every 


By following paſſages. Now to him that 
worketh, the reward is not reckoned of grace 


[might be 5 0 grace. 
SAVE 
W / 4/7. ts hath javed us—not according ta 


For by grace are ye 


and grace}. 
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ing enquiries, it is neceſſary to conſider What 


1 and principal ſenſe of che word, is free 
aur, unmerited kindneſs. In chis ſenſe it 


in the words of the > Ghoſt under con- 


but of debt Therefore it is of faith, that it 
not of works, left any man ſhould! b 


eur works, but Ore to. 15 OWN ee 


As the on mercy, in its primany ſiguiß. 1 
cation, has relation to ſome creature, either 5 
actually in a s1ffering ſtate, or obnoxious to 
it; ſo grace, in its proper and ſtrict ſenſe, al. 
ways preſuppoſes RG ne in its obj, "LO 
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. Wako.» e any thing valuable | is com. 
municated, the communication of it cannot 

by be of grace, any further than the perſon on 
- Whom it is conferred, is conſidered as 2. 


of grace ceaſes, and that of equity takes 
place. Grace and worthineſs, therefore, can- 


the ſame end. The one muſt neceſſarily 
give place to the other, according to that very 
remarkable text; F by grace, then it is „ 


grace. But iſ it be of works, then it is no more 
grace; otherwiſe work is ne more work +,—— 

From the apoſtle's reafoning it s eviden:, 

that whatever is of works, is not of grace at = 
all; and, that whatever is of grace, is not of 


things, works and grace are eſſentially oppo- 
mn fire, and equally. rreconculatyes as light and 
r darknels. " 


treat, may be thus defined ; It is the eternal 
and abſolutely free favour of Ged, manifeſted i: 


inge to the unworthy. What thoſe bleſſings 
ec, we ſhall | endeavour to ſhew iu the bie- 
$ . quent pages. Meanwhile be it obſerved, that, 

(EE according to this definition, the grace of God 
is eternal. Agreeable to the import of thoſc 
¹sꝗ s reviving words; Tea, I have loved thee wit! 
Ws an . beef. It is Na 75 2 
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worthy, by him who confers it. For, fo fa. 
as any degree of worth appears, the province 


not be connected in the fame act, and for 


more of works; otherwiſe grace is no mere 


works in any degree. In Paul's view of 


'That grace, e e about mhich- we 


the. vouchſafeme nt of ſpiritual and eternal ble 


5 Rom, xk „„ Jer. zu 3. 


W ofition of human worth, and abſolutely inde- 


gold all gold mroughout“. 1 


FF praise of the glory of his gracſſe. 81 


25 nes, Dial, yol. 1. 5. 325. Ed. oth. 4 Epb. l. 6. %* | 
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o the Term Grace. 12 0 13 
Wy! free 1 entirely detached from all ſup⸗ 


endent on any ſuch thing as human good- 
eſs. This is the eternal origin, this the glo- 
jous baſis, of our ſalvation. Hence it pro- 
Needs and is carried on to perfection. Grage 
Wincs through the whole. For, as an ele- 
aut writer obſerves, it is, “ not like a ringe 
of gold, bordering the garment; not like 
an cmbroidery of gold, decorating the 
F robe ; but like the mercy-ſeat of the an- 
client tabernacle, which was gold pure g 


Les, reader, this is the inexhauſtible orcs | 
ea thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings which the 
ord beitows' on his unworthy creatures, in 
. or a future world. It is thac which, in 
chat he does, or ever will do for ſinners, 
Wc intends to render everlaſtingly glorious in 

Wi cir eyes, and in the eyes of all holy intelli- 
W-cnces. The indelible motto, which is inſcrib- 
by the hand of Jehovah on all the ble. _ 
W's of the unchangeable covenant, is; 26 4 


Hence we may learn, Lhat if grace in its 0 
wn.nature, and as it is exerciſed in our ſal- 
ation, be directly oppolite to all works and 
orchineſs; then ſuch perſons are awfully de- 
tcived, who ſeek to join them together in the _ 
ame work and for the fame end. However - | 
bigh their pretences may be to holineſs of 
deart or life; it is plain from the word of 
od, and may i in ſome degree be 1 from 1 
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- the nature of the thing, thar they take an ef 
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"3 fectual way to ruin their ſouls for ever; c:- 
c.cept that very grace prevent, of which 'they 
have ſuch falſe and corrupt ideas. For grace, 
divine grace, diſdains to be helped our in the 
performance of that work, which peculiarly 
belongs to itſelf, by the poor, imperfect per. 


formances of men. Attempts to complet 
What grace begins, betray our pride and o 

fend the Lord, but cannot promote our ſpi = 

ritual intereſt, Ler the reader, therefore 
carefully remember, that grace is either 40%. 
lutely free, or it is not at all: and, that he whe : 
re to look for ſalvation by grace, eith 
believes in his heart to be ſaved entirely by i, 
or he acts inconſiſtentiy 1 in affairs of che greg 
oft importance, 
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* Grace, as "It Reigns in our Salvation is 
1 ee „ 


= R A c E, in our tent, is ied to a 1 
1 "$4 Sovereign. No a ſovereign, conſider- 
„alas ſuch, is inveſted with regal power, and 
che higheſt authority. Grace, therefore, in 
er beneficent government, maſt exert ane 
anifeſt power, sovereign, power—muſt ſuper: 
ac the reign, and counteract the mighty and Au 
aeſtructive operations of ſin ; or the cannot 
: bring the anner to eternal life. For the Ho- al 
BE Spirit has compared in to a ſovereign, w whole _ 
Wrciga terminates in death *,, _ _ | 
s As / appears, clothed in \ horrid 4 —_— 
and armed with deſtructive power, inflicting au 
W :cmporal death, and menacing eternal ffamess 
bo grace appears on the throne, arrayed in tbbe 
beauties of holineſs, and ſmiling with divine 
benevolence; touched with feelings of the _ 
tendereſt compaſſion, and armed with all rhe 20 
magnificence of invincible power. Determi- ' | 3 
ned, fully determined, to exert her authority - RI 
and gratify her compaſſion, under the condutt 
of infinite wiſdom ; to the everlaſting ho- ll 
nour. of inflexible juſtice, inviolable veracity, a0 
and every divine perfection — by reſcuing the © Ni 
condemned offender from the jaws of deſtruſ 
wy Le . pig to o che. alarmed hoon owt] | 
7 0 C * Rom. v. 21. 0 ö 


e Grave, as it R eigns 


1 Wendet of the moſt damnabie Wen ; 
by reſtoring io apoſtate creatures and vile 
miſcreants, a ſupreme love to God and 1 
light in the ways of holineſs; and, finally. by 
= bringing them ſafe to everlaſting honour and 
RE joy. Inaword; the heart of this mighty fo. 

WE  vereign is compaſſion itſelf; | her looks are 
mk  Jove ; her language is balm to the bleeding 
|| = foul, and her arm ſalvation. Such a ſove- 

WY reign is Gracs.. They who are delivered 
bduy ber, muſt enjoy a complete ſalvation, They 

I who live under her moſt ae emen 
|= a be happy indeed. 
Divine grace, as reigning in our ſalvation, 
| 8 not only appears, but appears with maje/ty ; 
not only ſhines, but triumph. Providing 
WE all things; beſtoying, freely beſtowing all 
chings, neceſlary to our eternal happineſs. 
Grace does not ſet our ſalvation on foot, by 
= accommodating tirs terms and conditions to 
dhe enfeebled capacities of a lapſed creature ; 
but begins, carries on, and completes the ar- 
=:  duons work. Grace, as a ſovereign, does no! 
reſcue the Auner from deſerved ruin; farni' 
him wich new abilities ; and then leave him, 
by their proper uſe, to reſiſt the tempter; t 
mortify his luſts, to attain thoſe holy qualities 
and perform thoſe righteous acts, which ren- 
Adder him fit for eternal happineſs, and give him 
2 title to it. No; for if the province and 
5 p 1 work of grace were circumſcribed in this man- 
ner, things of the laſt importance to the glo- 
ry of God and the felicity of man, would be 
i in the moſt uncertain aud Perner ſuus- 


WT foundation, rears the ſuperſtructure” alfo : 


EL 


„ wtchank thee,” 


very decentul. 


; to he GO of all grace. 


+ * Row, * 21. aud vi. 2. 
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in our r Salvation in general. 9 "i 


tion. 1 admitting the WTI of any 10 

finger being ſaved ia ſuch a way, there would 
be 'ample ſcope for the exertions of ſpiritual | 
pride, and much room for boaſting ; which 
Vvould be diametrically contrary to the ho- 
nor of the Moſt High, and fruſtrate the: © 
WW n0blc deſigus of grace.—T his matchleſs fa- - 
our, far from being ſatisfied with laying 1 = 408 


not only ſettles the preliminaries, but biene 
the very buſmeſs itſelf. : 1 he Phariſee, in the _ 
Perabie, made his acknowledgments to pre- 
WT venting and afliſting grace: for, „God, 1 
Was bis language. It is cvi- 
dent, however, that his views of grace were 
Oy contracted ; and his hopes ariſing from 

5 Would we, then, view 

: 5 race as reigning ? We muſt conſider it as the 
ib and omega, the beginning and the end 
of our ſalvation; that che unrivalled honour 6 
of that greateſt of all works, oy be | th 40 


= Having taken this general view <6 reigui „ 
race, I would now atk ; What think you, 
rcader, of this e e ae favour Is it wor- 
thy of God ? Is it ſuitable to your caſe : — 
Or, know you not, that you are by nature 
under the power and dominion of fin ? Of, 
that dreadful ſovereign ; ; of fn, that worſt ok 
rams. Sin reigns, ſays the apoſtle; and the 
end of its reign, where the ſovereignty of a5 
grace does not interpoſe, is eternal death.*- 
Can 1 = ral mou time, ans dream. of” | 
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0 Gy race, as in reigns | 
1 FOR" at laſt, while under Th powers of 
"ſo malignant a. ſovereign ? Shall the toys and 
trifles of a tranſitory world amuſe, when your 
| 9000s" your immortal ALL, is at ſtake ? If fo, 
how lamentable your condition! how dread. 
ful your ſlate ! Awake Ariſe l- BoW the 
knee to divine grace, O ſtubborn rebel! while 
he holds out the golden ſceptre of pardon and 
peace. Acknowledge her ſupremacy, ſubmi: 
to her government, before juſtice afcend the 
_ throne and vengeance launch her bolts. Fo: 
then an eternal bar, will lie againſt every ap- 
Ran for mercy, though ee from the 
moſt prefling want. 
Or, it awake in your moni are.) to you 
think} it poſſible to effect your own deliver- 
_ ance? Alas ! yon are entirely without ſtrengt!. 
to perform any ſuch thing; and grace was 
never intended as an auxiliary, to help the 
Wenk, but well. diſpoſed, to fave themſelvcs. 
The mercy of God and the goſpel of Christ, 
were never deſigned to aſſiſt and reward the 
righteous ; but to relieve the miſerable and 
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no other aſſiſtance, nor any other hope,— 
May the Lord enable you to fee your abje& 
Fear May the Spirit of truth convince 
Ibn that there is no poſlible way of-efcaps, 
but by reigning grace! Then you will cry for 
1 0 ; and then the relief, which grace affords, 
10 be all your valuation and all your deſire. 
If, on the other hand, you are burdencd 
"with fin and haraſſed by fears, the moſt clamo- 
rous en Lo brmng © cast into > hell; Hl if, e 
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of your native depravity, the multiplied ins _ 
quities of your lite, the many ſhameful de- 
fects. attending your beſt ſervices, and your, | 


preſent abſolute zenten you are ready 


to fink in deſpondency; O remember ! that. 
grace has erected her throne. This forbids 1 


deſpair- For her wonderful throne is erect- 
ed; not on the ruins of juſtice, not on the- 


dithonour. of the law; but, on the BLooD or 
THE LAB. The inconceivably. perfect obe- 


dence, and the infinitely meritorious death of 


the Son of God, form its mighty baſis. Here 
| grace is highly exalted.: here grace appears: 
in date, diſpenſing her. favours and ſhewing 
ber glory. To ſuch a benevolent and con- 
deſcending ſovereign, the baſeſt may have 
free acceſs. By 2 18 a powerful ſoverei ing 


the moſt. various, multiplied, and pre 


1 may be relieved with the utmoſt eaſe 
i Remember, diſ-— 
conſolate ſoul, that the ame, the nature, the 


and the greateſt alacrity.- 


office oh Grace Enthroned, loudly, attelt———. 
hat the greateſt: unworthineſs and the moſt 


profligate critnes, are no bar to the finner in 
coming to Chriſt for ſalvation; in looking 
to ſovereign favour for all that he wants. 
Days, they, demonſtrate, that the unworthy. 
aud fintu},* are the 1 perſons with e 0 
grace is at all concerned This 18 amine 5 


this is delightful! 


Ho i _ N ee and ſons af 
hirher ye may come with che 
une trecdom. Be it known to you; be it 
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Ou as 11 reigns | . 


never 1 by you ; that e e con- 
ren your indigent caſe, and deſigned your 
a relief, when he erected this wonder. 
Ts throne. Your names are not omitted in 
= 75 ie heavenly grant : nay, ve are the ond, 
Peron that are bleſſed with a right of acceſs 
to this mercy-ſear, Did ſinners more genc- 
rally know, their ſtate, and the glorious na- 
miure of grace, as exalted in maje/ty ; how 
x. . e the throne of this mighty ſovercign be 
WY crowded | —crowded, not by perſons adorne 
with fine accompliſhments—bur, with the poor, 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind. With 
e bearts and up- lifted hands, big wit! 
expectation and ſure of ſucceſs, they would 
_ throng her courts. Thither they would flec, 
"as a cloud or number, and as doves for ſpeed : 
for there is proviſion made to ſupply. all thei: 
wants. And as perſons of all ranks and of eve- 
ry character, are equally deſtitutesof any riglite- 
_. ous or valid plea for admiſſion into the eter- 
fi nal kingdom; ſo, ſeeing their need, they 
Have equally. free acceſs to this munificent ſo- 
vereign, aud the ſame ground to expect com 
Pete relief. Here, and in this reſpect, there 
is no difference between the devout profeſſor, 
and the abandoned profligate; the chaſte 
virgin, and the infamous proftitate. For, 
1 0 all criminals,” and under the ſame cot 
_ demnation ; they have not the ſmalleſt glean. 
of hope, except what ſhines upon them in 
that compaſſionate proclamation, which is 
{os From: ae. hrone of grace by 6's eter. 
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in our Salvation j in rgeneral.. b 2 r ; 


pal gn But, as that eee 18 
Expreſſive of the freeſt favour and the richeſt 


ace; including offenders of the worſt cha- 
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1 Waters, publiſhing pardon for fins of the deep- | 


eſt dye, and all ratified by veracity itſclf ; it 


WE. fo: ds ſufficient encouragement to the vileſt 
Wwrctch that lives, who is willing to owe his 
al to divine bounty-—the {trongeſt encopr- 


I'M 


Wacement, without heſitation to Receive the 
Wb cavcnly bleihng, and with gratitude to re- 
Wioice in the royal donation.---** Ves, thine 
it is, O so v EREIGN GRACE! to raiſe the 
pcor from the dunghill, and the needy out 88 
of the duſt. Thine it is, to ſet them oͤn 
( thrones of glory, and number them among 
dhe princes of heaven.” Remember this, 
my ſoul, and be this thy comfort: and may, 
W the Lord enable both the author and the 1 


reader, to ſee eye to eye the riches of . 


ing grace. 


Having ee to ſhew, Ra grace : 


| r2igns in our falvation in general; 1 ſhall now _ 


proceed, in the following chaprers, to make 


it appear that grace reigns more particularly, 
7 in our elettion-—calling—pardon---juſtification al 
_ —doption—anttification—and perseverance in bl 
dhe taith, to eternal life. Theſe are fo . 


eſſential a pa of our ſalvation; aud 


che vouchſafement of theſe capital bleſſings, 1 
race reigns, manifeſting an authority and 
exerting a power ings divine and enen 1 
| glorious, | OO 8 9 1 „ 


in be. x, 35 5 Mutt, xi, 28. JT vi. 37. „ 
hi Rev. 3X11, e M 1 
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Of Grace as it reigns 


CHAP. il. 


07 grace c 4 it reigns i in our. bre TION. 


MONG 1 various | bleſſings which Gor 
from ſovereign goodneſs, and are diſ- 
peuſed by reigning grace, that of election de- 


1. 


ſervedly clans our firlt regard. It was in the 


decree oo, election, that the grace of our infinite 


Mo Soverei eign did firit appear, in choofing Chriit 


as the head, and in him, as his members, all 
that thould. ever be ſaved. Election, there- 


33 fore, is the firſt link in the golden chain of our 
WW falvation*, and the corner: tone in the As 
1 fabrick of human happineſs. __ 


As Temovan i is the former of univerſal na 


1 80 the ſupporter and governor” of all 
worlds; and as it is not conſiſtent with the 


perfection of an infinite Agent, to act without 


tre higheſt and nobleſt defien; fo the adored 
1 Creator, before he imparted exiſtence or 


mime commenced, propoſed and appointed an 


end worthy of Himſelf, in all he determined 
do do. This was his own glory. This was 
haus grand deſign in all the various ranks of 
eeriſtence ro which his almighty fat gavc 
birth. Not a fingle creature in the vaſt ,fcale 
of dependent being, but is connected with this 
A its ultimate end. The. loftieſt ſeraph that 
tlurrounds the throne, and the meaneſt infect 
that crawls in the duſt, have the ſame origina 
Wh ne] and are delgacd to anbwer we e 


9 * Row. v viii, 29, Jo. 5 


1 in our Elkton. BY. 


inked end; in different ways. To deny 


his, or to ſuppoſe that the moſt perfect Agent 
I'd not act for the moſt beret, 5 ME bs. 


c felt 


iohly derogatory to the r of 


Dauſe. 


Nobly conſpicuous, among che various or- am 
ers of animate and manimare exiſtence in | 
his lower creation, was man, when firſt for- 
Wncd and recent from the hands oF his Mak. 

Er. Man, therefore, as bearing the lively im: i 

preſs of his great Creator's image ; poſſeſling 43 


uch elevated faculties and large capacities for 


opcration and enjoyment ; was deſigned, in a. 
Wrcculiar manner, to anſwer this higheſt of all 


purpoſes.— Nor was the entrance of fin 


Wubvcrive of che grand deſign, but made ſub- 
Wicrvient to it in various ways. It was impoſſi- 
ble that ſuch an event ſhould bring confuſion in- 
to theſtupendons plan of divine operation which _ 


conſummate wiſdom had formed. For, known 


0 omniſcient God, are all his works and all e- 
vents from the beginning of the world. All that 
is comprehended in what men call contingont, 7 5 OY 
is absolute certainty with Him who is perfect in 
knowledge. The entrance of ſin, therefore, 
among moral agents, whether angels or men, 
could not poſſibl: frustrate Jznovan” 8 purpoſe, 1 
or render his original deſigus abortive. The 
oountel of the Lord [ball Rand, and hie Wee 
all bis pleasure — And though the entrance of 


moral evil among mankind was an awful 


F 


event z though Adam and every individual f 
is omerous oftepring, v were conraininared, 7 
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as from a faithful Paul, 
| very life dear, ſo that he might finiſh his courſe |} 
uith joy and: promote the Saviour's honour. | 
RR. Theſe ſhall be the monuments of ſovereirn | 
grace; those of righteous vengeance, an! | 
both for the glory of God to all eternity.-—- | 
Mor is any thing more agreeable to right rez- | 
0 ſon, or the ſacred ſcripture, than to conclude; | 


WL Thar as JeHovan is the firſt Cauſe, fo he 
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fections and promote his glory by it. 


all mankind. This 


renounced God's dominion and faid ; 
it IxHOvAH that} ſhould obey him? as from 
the king of lirael, whoſe exalted character; 


1 traiterous Judas, who ſold his Maſter's blood; 


ſhould be the laſt End; and, that he ſhould 
be at the moſt perfect lit rty 10 diſpoſe of |:i: 
- offending creatures, in What way he plcaſcs, 
for his own glory. 


do renounce his eternal dominion, 


a £4» 5 2 : : 5 {| 
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1 $2 6 » th Foy 5 8 4 , » 1 „ 1 e x 8 
: 8 vb; . 5 1 F * n 5 Feine F * F er , 
* * 2 5 7 9 8 » v > 4 - * * 7 J 24 4 — 
1 1 1's N Keen $2 A ka 2 N EAT 45 8 Mann 2 
1817 1 y 1 „ 5 n 


t 1 | vine UT me „ OOTY | 
Ft So EE UNIONS” ITN { 0 i 
n 1 1855 


Fa 1 255 1 ; 
N fi Fl 4 q , 0 2 * r 1 0 "2 9 IH 5 155 
ne. a 2 ib: * | . 


igzured, and ruined by it; yet it appears from 
divine revelation, that He who declares the t 
from the beginning, not only foreſaw it, bot 
from eternity determined to diſplay his per- 
His] 
determination was, to glorify. himſelf in the 
Complete ſalvation and endleſs felicity of ſome | 
of the apoſtate race; and in the righteous | 

7 _ condemnation of others: ſo that a revenue | 
WW glory ſhall ariſe to che great Supreme from 
| glory {hall ariſe, as W! 
from that haughty Egyptian monarch, who | ih 
1: 


A man. afier . «wn heart. As well from a 


who counted not Fi | 


To diſpute this, is to de- 
ny his divine ſupremacy, and, with Pharaoh, g 
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2M 3uch being the final cauſe of the creation 


; n general, and of mankind in particular, tbat 


ereign Being who has an abſolute right to 
o what he will with his own, having deter- 
ined to create man and to leave him to the 
rcedom of his own will, foreſceing he would 
Fertainly fall; of his free, distinguiſping love, 
bene 2 certain number out of the apo/tate race 
Adam, and | ordained them to a participation 
7 crace here, and to the enjoyment of glory 
BH: cafrer. In the execution. of which pur- 
oſe, by means every way becoming the 
city, he determined to diſplay and to glo- 
rity all his infinite excellencies. Such is that 
inmanent act of God, which is commonly 
Wcallcd Election, and is the ſubject of this chap- 
e. WIE 75 kh: „ TI 
= The-dodrine of election; or, which, is the 
me thing, the doctrine of di/tinguiſhing 
race, is now generally exploded by our mo- 
dern, fational, and polite divines. It is 
deemed unworthy of ſerious notice, by the 
learned and philoſophic gentlemen of the pre- 
Hent age. And though it cannot be denied 
to have made à conſiderable ſigure in thoſe 
ſyſtems of divinity, that were adopted by men 
of eminence. for piety and learning, in former 
ages ; and particularly by our firſt Reformers 
rom popery; yet noto it is ranked, by many, 
among the raſn opinions of a credulous an- 
tiquity. It is caſhiered as a doctrine abhor- 
rent to reaſon, and as at eternal war with the 
moral perfections of God. It is conſigned. 
over to oblivion, as worthy of no more re- 
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26 Of Grace, ar it reigns. 


gard, than E bold enquiries and wil con- 


cluſions; the laborious trifling and learn 


| lumber, of the ancient, doting, popiſh ſchoo/- 
men. It is traduced alſo, as a declared enc 
my to practical piety, and as highly i injuriou 


to the comfort and hope of mankind; Thi; 


being the caſe, we need not wonder, that It 13 
now become quite unfaſhionable. 


But what is the reaſon of this mort out- 
cry againſt it? If I be not} greatly deceiv:d, 


it is as follows. This doctrine lays the Axe 
at the root of all our boaſted moral exccl- 
| Jence. This doctrine, in its native cone 


_ quences, demolithes every ſubrerfuge of hu. WW; 


man pride; as it leaves not the ſhadow of x 
difference between one man and another, why 


the Deity ſhould regard and ſave 7his perſon 


rather than hat, but teaches all who know 
and all who embrace it; to reſt in that me- 
morable maxim; EVEN so FATHER, FOR © 


IT SEEMED GOOD IN THY SIGHT ; refolvins 
the whole into divine grace and divite: ſove 


reignty. Without paying the leaſt a 
ment to the learning, fagacity, or chara&tcr, 


of any Who dare to arraign the divine con- 


1 duct; it repels their inſolence in the following 
blunt manner; Nay, but O man! who ar! 


tibou that replieft against God?-«It forthe 


teaches, that an unmerited kindneſs and ſo. 


1 vereign favour begun the work of ſalvation 


_ fo the Tame grace muſt carry it on and com- 


0 N nn 
ele 1 #94 161 e 


RE - plete the vaſt deſign: while the Moſt High, 
ecver jealous of his honour, is determined 
0 bog. e en n veafolis) os ot be 


in our Electiun. Ip 


o man, and reigns in the unregenerate, muſt 
oc fired with reſentment by ſuch an attack 


5 ridicule, if not ſomething more ſeveie, to at- 
end the profeſſion of a tener ſo unpolite. oh, 


is not, however, my preſent deſign to en- 
„(cr upon a labourcd defence of this offenſive 
© agoctrine. I ſhall leave that to the friends of 
truth, who have more leiſure and greater abi- 
„ties; which, indeed, has been already often 
„performed with great advantage to the chureh 
good. I ſhall, therefore, content myſelf, 


: propoſing a few arguments, which appear to 


> volume of iuſpiration, are a people diſtinguiſh- 
Wed from others, and that all mankind are not 


„included under that denomination ; are truths 
se evident as ſcarcely to need any proof. 

„ WU boſe things are fo obvious, from the allow= 
c ed ſignification of the term, and the tenour 
0- et divine revelation, as to leave no room for 
„pute. — From the /7 ronification of the term. 
m- Wa or where all, wherher perſons or things, are 
„aua accepted, there is no preference given; 
% here is no choice made; there are none left, 7 
be But to elect and to choose, are the ſame thing 


18 


nentioned, bur theſe may ſuffice to ſhew, that 
che ſpirit of independence, which is batüral 


: upon it. Henee the few votaries of this un- 
popular doctrine, muſt expect reproach and 


ich taking a ſhort view of the principal bran- 
es of this article of the chriſtian faith; with 


mc plain and pertinent, in vindication of it; 
D and with bens © our its Proper i Abt" oy 


That they bre are called the va, in the 
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Where any are choſen, 50 myſt bs e 


From the tenour of divine revelatiun. 


it is Written 3 I speak not of you all; I Lu 
whom I have choten -] haue chaten you ou! 1 i 
the world. he election hath obiained it, 4 
the reſt evere blinded, © bp 
That they who are fo en ee are 
not churches, or collective bodies, appears wit! 
_ Juperjor evidence from what is aſſerted con. 
cerning them, in the ſame infallible rule 
our faith and practice. They are deſeriber, 
as having their names written in heaven, an! 
in ibe book of life, They are ſaid to be 
dained to eternal life, and choſen to Wn, 
And, in the boldeſt manner imaginable, it i; 
' aſked by one, who was thoroughly acquaintcd 
with their ſtate and privileges; Who ſball le 


any thing to the charge of God's elect Non 
2 ſmall degree of diſcernment will enable 


_ ro. conclude, that theſe things cannot be 
_ affirmed, with truth, concerning nations, 
<hincher;. or communities of any fort, con!i- 
dered as ſuch. Bur, on the contrary, they 
ſtrongly imply, that the elect are partic i 
_ perſons, whoſe names are, in a peculiar man- 
ner, known to God, as diſtinguiſhed {rot om 6 


others, that election relates to epiritual ble 


fſngs and eternal enjoyments; and tliat (2 
: objects of it, are dear to God, and For ev 


oh 1 Precious in his fight. 


That tlie objects of elattion are particul:: 
perſons, may further appear from hence. 
From the beginning Jehovah defigned to ma- 
niſeſt bis love in the ſalvation of ſinners. Ie 


1 


- 


in our Fleftion. 29 


nnation inflicted on many, puts it beyond 
doubt, that this deſign extended only to 
= ; for a! are not ſaved, and the divine 
Br. urpoſe cannot be rendered void. This fal- 
ation was to be wrought by his own Son, as 
eſted with the character, and performing 
e work, of a Mediator and Surety. As a 
Mediator and Subſtitute, he was to obey and 
bleed, and die; die, under a charge of the 
dlackeſt guilt, and feeling the weight of the 
—_ vic curſe}. It was neceflary, therefore, 
be determined, how many, and who in par- 
Veular, ſhould be intereſted in this wonder 
il work and faved by it. Their persons, as 
alas their fituation and wants, muſt be 
worn to him and diſtii>uiſhed from others. 
For it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould en- 
7c as a ſubſtitute, to perform obedience 
nu pour his blood; to lay downfhis life as a 
non to ſatisfy juſtice, and all this for per- 
os unknown. When any one engages, in 
egal way, ro become reſponſible for an- 
er in matters of debt or offence, he is al- 
os ſuppoſed to have ſome knowledge of the 
con for whom he engages, ſo as to diſtin- 
55 guiſh him from all others, who may be in 


8 


— 
e 


lar circumſtances and ſtand in the fame 
cd; and che name of the perſon, whoſe 
auſe he undertakes, muſt alſo be mentioned in 
be cogagemenrt, to render it valid. 
Nor does it appear that the deſign of God 
p2 thefalvation of ſinners, by the incarnation 
aud death of his own Son, could have been 


8 
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0 certainly anſwered on any other byporheſi. 
Suppoſing, for inſtance, that it had been the 


divine purpoſe to fave, by the mediation «" 


leſus, all who ſhould ever believe; without 
_ aſcertaining the perſons, who ſhould thus em- 
_.. brace rhe "Redeemer; it would have remain- 
ed dubious whether any would be final!) 
ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether any would 
ever believe. But if it were certain that 
ſome would believe, this certainty mult arise 


from the purpoſe of God; for nothing 3 


are can be abſolutely certain, on any other 
| foundation. If it was, determined that ſfomc” 

| ſhould believe, the divine appointment mul! 

| be conſidered as extending to every indivi- 
dual whoſe faith and ſalvation are ſuppoſed to 
be cerfllin. For Jaith is a giſt of grace, and 
could not be forefeen in any but ſuch on 
whom the great Diſpenſer | of every favour 
had determined to beſtow it.- 
may ſafely infer, that as che death of Chrili 
was abſolutely certain, in virtue of a divine 

_ purpoſe, and the everlaſting compact be 
tween the Eternal Three; fo all the indivi- 


* 5 duals that ſhould ever be ſaved by the under- 


taking of Jeſus, were choſen of God; were 
95 diſtinguiſhed from others, and conſigned to the 
rat Shepherd as his peculiar charge. 


It is cqually clear that the elect were cho- 


ſen of God before ime begon : for their elec- 
tion is one of the firſt effects of divine love. 

”  . This love was from everlaſting. The love of 
God to their perſons, and their election to 
=. Ken felicity, —_ therefore, be crernal 1 


Hence we 
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16 add there had ever been a point in 
duration, in which the bleſſed God had no 
thoughts of a Mediator, nor any deſigns of 
manifeſting his love to miſerable and guilty 
[creALUIes. 3 then it might be ſuppoſed that 
there was an inſtant in which the favoured 
few, Who are called his elect, were not the 
oby -&s of his choice. But if it was Jehovah's 
Fic purpoſe to manifeſt the riches of his 
grace, by a. Mediator; and if the Deity, ſub- 
fiſting in three diſtinct Perſons, and acting 
under the perſonal characters, of the FaTHER, 
the SON, and the Holy SPIRIT; did, before 
all worlds, reſolve on the meaſures to be pur- 
ſued ; and if a Mediator was appointed, as 
the orand medium of divine operation in the 
wonderful. work ; then we may ſafely con- 
clude, that the perſons to be intereſted in this 
mediation and benefited by it, were fixed up- 
on and choſen. For both reaſon and revela- 
tion concur to forbid our ſuppoſing, that the 
Son of the Bleſſed ſhould engage as Mediator 
und act as a Subſtitute, for he did not know 
om; or, that the counſels of heaven ſhould. 
eerminate in mere peradventures. It would 
e e incongruous for us to imagine, that. 
W- clolhtion in the Eternal Mind, concerning 
the work of redemption, Which is evidently... 
Wc chigf of all the ways of God, mould have 
ang other date than eternity. 0 
W -xpreſsly in our favour and ; in proof a che 
point, are the declarations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Thus we read; God hath, from the beginning, : 
ee 70 10 ralvation-—l pail chogen us in 
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| him; before » the foundation g « che GAGE == A 


1 0 were checen in Chriſt, as their head and repre- 


ſentative. Chriſt and the elect conſtitute one 
myſtical body. He the head and they thc 


bo members; he fulneſi of Him that filleth all i; 


1 Before the foundation of the world. Thi; 
emphatical phraſe is evidently expreſſive of 
eternity. Before the world was formed, or any 
_ creature exiſted, time did not commence, The. 
_- commencement of time, and that of created 
_ exiſtence, are exactly of the ſame date. Prior, 


therefore, to the formation of the univerſe, du. 


ration was 4% eternity; absolute eternity.— | 
The fame infallible writer in the fame epiſt] e; 
ſpeaking of the amazing ſcheme of man's ro- 
demption, formed in che mind of God ; calls i 
the ETERNAL PURPOSE, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lor; which, as we have 
before proved, neceſſarily infers the choice of 
the objects of that redemption. 
This truth may be further evinsed by y con- 
fas, that as the inheritance of glory wa: 
prepared for its future poſſeſſors, Boers the 


foundation of the world; fo grace and all 


ſpitirual bleflings, that were neceſſary to fit 
them for the enjoyment of it, were given 
them in Chriss Jeſus; were lodged in his 
hands, as their federal head, as the appointed 
; Mediator, and for their uſe, before the wou 


-  began®,. Nor can we conceive of any new 


- determinations ariſing in the Eternal Mind, 
or any purpoſes formed by our Maker, which 
ee not t from cverlaſting; without s 


M: 2 rio. bs. z. 


ov. 
5 But is there any reaſon aſlignable, why the 


pthers were left in their fins to periſh under 


zn the ſame ſituation, and on a perfect level, 
conſidered in themſelves.—Notwithſtanding, 


ili have mercy. In this the adored Redeemer 
perfectly acquieſced, as appears from thoſe re- 
markable words; Even ſo Father, for fo it 
ee meih good in thy ſight. In this alſo, the pe- 


* 


rcaſon of the divine procedure, we ought all 


rreſt, without a murmuring word, or an op- 


= poſing thought. Nor can we rebel againſt 


N fo doing, and eſcape with 1 impunity. / 


eric in it to the end? and were not theſe 


+ Rom, 1 15, 16. 


in our Eldon. ; 33 


£4 im JefeRive i in khowledge, or mutable in his 
erfections. Suppoſitions theſe, which very 
u become the character of Him, whoſe nawe . 


. left were choſen to life and glory, while 


the ſtroke of divine juſtice ? None, in the 
creature. For all; mankind were viewed, as 


Ithe great Author of all things and Lord of 
the world, condeſcends to aſſign the reaſon 
when he ſays ; ; I vill have: mercy on whom I 


netrating judgment of that wonderful man, 
who was caught up to the third heavens, reſt. 
ed completely ſatisfied}. And in the ſame 


che ſovereign determinations of the Moſt High, - OY 
Vichout incurring flagrant guilt ; or perliſt in 


But ſuppoſing there was no angie, differ- | 
= cc, between the objects of diſtinguiſhing 
A | grace, and thoſe who finally periſh ; yer, did 
ot che Omniſcient fore/ee them as poſſeſſed = 
ot faith, fruitful in holy obedience, and perſe- 


— . .—rrͤ˖ .. . ]—‚—— 
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0 qathlercts by a righteous God, as the cauſe 
Why he choſe them rather than others, who 
were viewed as deſtitute of ſuch recommen- 
dations? By no means. For grace reigut, in 
the choice of all the elect; and grace, as a 
ſovereign, rejects, with diſdain, every ſuch 
proud pretence to a claim upon her, as is herc 
- ſuppoſed. She never affords her ſmiles 19 
any, becauſe they are worthy, She ennoblcs 
none, becauſe they are better than others. 80 
to do would be quite inconfiſtent with her 
amiable character; would be utterly ſubver. 


five of her grand deſign. Whenever the be- 
ſtos her kind regards, it is with the conde. 


ſcenſion of an | ab/o/ute. ſovereign. Wherever 
| the interpoſes her helping hand, it is on thc 
behalf of ſuch, who have no other relief, nor 
any other plea. Zut, as a further proof of 
my negative, l would offer che ane argu- 
ments. 
Faith in Chriſt, ut holy obedience,” are 
eee e by the unerring Spitze as the 
fruits and effedts of cle&ion ; they cannot, 
therefore, be confidersd nd the cause, without 
abſurdity in reaſon, and a contradiction to di. 
vine revelation. For it is written; As many 
. as were ordained to eternal life, believe dane. H; 


bath choſen us—that we might be holy. They 

believed, becauſe they were ordained to eternal 
life ; not ordained to cternal life, becauſe it 
was foreſeen they would believe, They were 
choſen, not becauſe they were, or ever world 


1 be k holy ; but that they i be ns 5 — 
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and 1 ly works. of faith, who are called 


— » * 


4 


faith and holineſs, who were predeſtinated to 


: chm he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called“. 
gain: The choſen of God alone are the 


RB FEIS 


* 
w__ 


CCC 
2585 Oe e 128 


that beheving in Him does not make us * 


- 2 1 


Z lof the great Shepherd to be faved by him. 


ling, not according to, not in conſideration 
of our works, whether paſt or future, but ac- 
ording io his own purpoſe and grace, which he 
ped in Obrist Jesus, before the world bee 


\ 155 
= the everlaſting purpole, md; free diſtinguiſh- | 
: ing grace of Him, who worketh all things after 


8 them, or in foreſight of them. 1 
7 Do illuſtrate the truth and confirm the ar- 
/ gooment, it may be further obſerved; That 
ch and holinefs, in the Methods af grace, 
8 occupy a middle ſtation. They are neither 
4 the foundation, nor the top-ſtone, in the ſpi- 


— 


9 Rom. viii. zo. + Joba x, 26. „Tin. Ly. 
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by divine grace: but ſuch only are called to 


ee conformed to the image of Chriſt. For 


ei of Chriſt. None but they who are ſo 
denominated believe on him, according to his. 

own declaration; 72 believe not, becauſe ye are 
not of my ſheep f. By which we are taught, 


. 
” - * 2 
- 0 —— * 8 Cs 1 _ 
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oeccp, or give us a right to the character; 
bur eis an evidence that we were fo conſidered, ; 
is the fight of God, and given into the hands | 


: Once more: God hath called us with an holy | 


Wy: . If, then, we are not called according 
Jo our works or worthineſs, but according to 


. countel 5 of his wn will ; much leſs is it to 
BB ſuppoſed, that we were chocen cena to 


ritual een, Though inſeparabiy connec- 


— 


— 
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neil ith e ws are 9 its | cauſe : 
nor: its conſummation.” That is ſovereign grace; 


this infinite glory.— Faith and holineſs are, 86 


one obſerves, what ſtalks and branches are «© | 
a root; by which the vegetable juices afcend, | 
to produce and ripen the principal fruit. By 
grace, ye are saved "THROUGH faith—Choter tn | 
Salvation, THROUGH. ganctiſication of the Spirit | þ 
and belief of the truth, Conſequently, they | i 
are no more the cause of election, than ti 
means neceſlary to attain any valuable end, 
are the cauſe of appointing that end; than 


Which nothing can be ſuppoſed more rd 


E hBeſides, if men were foreſeen as poſſeſſol 
of faith and holineſs, prior to their election, 
and independent on it: it is hard to conccivt 


what occaſion there was for their being elcc. | i 


ted at all. There could be no neceſſity. for it, | 
to ſecure their final happineſs. For the Judg: 
.of all the carth muſt do ri ght : and eternal | 
miſery was never deſigned to be the portion 
of any who believe and are holy; for 05 | 
and ſalvation are inſeparably Joined to ſuch a 
tate and ſuch characters“. o have . 
ed ſuch to happineſs and glory, as were for- 
ſeen to be thus qualified, would, en have = 
© been altogether unneceflary. 
Further: Election depends on r mere ; 
_ goed pleasure of God, without any motive is 
us to influence the divine will. No other cane 
is aſſigned by Paul, when ſtating and defend. 


ing che doctrine; no other reaſon is given 7 


his divine Maſter. The Laren 1 tha : 
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he King immortal predęſtinated us-—according 10 "i | 
b the. good pleaſure of bis will. hatt, Bot b 
in that willeth, nor of him that runneihb, 10 
„% God that ſheweth mercy, Therefore hath 
nercy on whom he will And the latter 
With joy declares ; I thank the, O Father,  ' * A 
rd of heaven and earth, because thou haſt _ 
i thor things from the wise and prudent, and | 
revealed them unto babes. Froen ſ% Father 
„eit ſcemed good in thy fight *., That reve. | 
tion which is here defigned, is no other than 
the execution of the divine purpoſe in election. 
And the only reaſon aſſigned by Him who is 
he wiſdom of God, and perfectly acquainted 
With the counſels of heaven, why the myſte- 
Wics of the goſpel are revealed to ſome; while 
thers of ſuperior abilities and greater reputa- 
tion among their fellow-creatures, are left in 
bbſolute ignorance of them and ſuffered to 
pppoſe them to their aggravated ruin; is, the 
ſovereign pleaſure of Him, who giveth no ac- + 
count of any of his matters. e 
Much to our purpoſe are the words of Paul, 
frhen profeſſedly handling the ſubject, and 
largely defending the doctrine, of divine elec- 
tion. The children being not yet born, and, 
onſequently, neither having done any good or 
, to obtain the approbation or provoke the 
reſentment'of their Creator; that the pur pose 
bad according to election might land ; not f 
Forle, or worthineſs in the objects of it, but l 
pf the grace of him that calleth : it was aid 
Eh. i. 5, Rmo. ix, 16, 18. * Matt. ai, 25, 26. 
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5 concerning 3 aud 1 an Flaltance of 


the divine procedure towards mankind in ge. 


noeral, and as an evidence of the truth off 


Jodrine ; 3 the elder hall ferve the younger *, 


And again: There is a remnant, a very {mal 
number, according to the election of grace. Thi 
_” aſſertion the ſacred diſputant proceeds to con. 
firm, by the following nervous argument. 
dan argument taken from the nature of grace, 
us contradiſtinguiſhed to all works and wor. 


thineſs of every kind. And if by gpnee, th 


iii no more of works; otherwise grace is n 
more grace. But if it be of works, then !t is 
no more grace; otherwize work is no mu 
work Here the truth under conſideration, 
is afferted in the plaineſt manner : here it i: 
\. defended by the ſtrongeſt reaſoning. S0 11111 
jf any ſubmiſſion of judgment and conſcier.ce, 
de due to the poſitive dictates of the infallible 
Spirit; if any regard ought to be paid, :» a 
demonſtrative argument urged by the Lord 
_ ambaſſador , here it is due, and here it ou: 


Here we are taught, and her 


to be paid. 


it is proved, tha: our election to etervial glory, 
- muſt be cither entirely of grace, or entirch 
of works; grace and works being dirccily 
\ "oppoſite. They cannot, therefore, unc i 
Producing the fame event, or promoting the 
ume end. Whoever, then, acknowledge 
that chefe is any ſuch thing as an election of 

”, Hinners to future happineſs, muſt necef 
maintain; either, that the fole reafon Why 
Eo 04-6 choſen 15 mne . their 0 


eren 9 —— 1 
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| uperior . mithour. grace being. « ou. 08 
erned at all in the choice; and fo their elec 
jon is an act of remunerative juſtice: Or, that ĩ 
they were conſidered equally unworthy of the | 


Divine . as any of thoſe who periſn; 
ad ſo their election is an act of ſovereign 
race. One of theſe he muſt hold, in oppolition 
to the other. For if their be any other al- 
ernative, the apoſtle's argument is weak and 

concluſive, There is no reconciling expe- 
bent, which can be deviſed by the wit of 


hav. We may attempt a coalition between 


orks and grace, but it will be found abſo- 


lutely impracticable: while our pride and folly, 


n ſo doing, will be great, and our diſappoint- 


eat certain. For ſuch an attempt, would not 
: july bring the greateſt confiſi on into all our 


loflible, pee i the very 5 e Ke n 


Such * as maintain the contrary hy- 
| nei, may, to ſave appearances, Jay that 


lection is of grace; but if it be on a fore: i 


£ ieh of faith and obedience, there is, in reali- 
W, nothing of grace in it: for grace is free 


vu, On this ſuppoſition, election is na 


ther, than an appaintment of a reward to its © 


Wjeds ; on a foreſt wht of the requi/i te conditions e 0 | | 
Es preccribed to them and performed by them 


ind, as ſuch, it is an act of remunerative u- 
hee; or, at. leaſt, of fidelity and truth; but 
amor without open violence to the common 10 


gnification of the terms, be denominated an nll 


£ of Ju: jeu and Pure Nate valener mr 
eon 
1 3 DrTuennny 5 | Proect. Teo), Park it, pe 5. 


0 Grace « as 770 it reigns 


Dee more : That it is the deſign ap Pail, 


5 when handling the ſubject in his epiſtle to the 


Komans, to exclude all conſideration of 0. 
man worthineſs, aud to reſolve the election 
thoſe wWho are faved, entirely into the grace of 
God, as infinitely free and divinely ſovereign ; : 
appears from thoſe 96 yectons to which he . 
plies. For the objections which are made aud 
the anſwers returned, are of ſuch a nature, 


as would appear quite impertinent, and without 


the /ea/t /hadow of a reaſon to ſupport "gb 
on ſuppoſition that God, when he choſe | 
people, had any regard to their ſuperior . bn 
. thinefs, in compariſon with thoſe who periſ). 
{Ine objections ſuppoſe, that the divine con- 
duct, in that affair, is ineguitable. Bur ſuch 
1 ſuppoſition could never have been mad: 
ſuch a charge could never have been lai 
againſt, by any man of ſenſe or the leaſt r-. 
; llection; if the Almighty, in the decree of 
election, had proceeded to diſtinguiſh berv:cen 
one man and another, according to their | per 
ſonal qualities and moral worth. 

I be wiallible writer having treated about 
fy God's diſtinguiſhing love to Jacob, and 1 
. rejection of Efau, ſtarts an objection again 
| rhe tenour of his arguing and the trutl! 
maintained; an objection, he knew, that wn 
both planſible and common. What ba we 
ay then what will be inferred as the ne. 
_ fary conſequence of our foregoing. Merion 
Will any one dare to conclude, that there 13 


Wo 1 0 ; wunrighteousncss with Grd, becauſe he diſpe uſes 
3 Ln with: ids his favours according: to his un 
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fovereign Outs} "* ar he it! Such a conſe- + 0 
E Will be held in the utmoſt abhorrence, 

py all who: revere their Maker. -The apoſtle . 
= * aving rejected the thocking inference in the 
Wirongelt manner, proceeds to confirm his af- _ 
= ſertions and prove his doctrine. This he does, 
yy appealing to the ancient ſeriprures. "For 
e, whoſe name is JEHovar, /aith to Moſes 53 8 
ill haue mercy on whom I will have mercy, bh . 
7 / wil! have con paſſiom on whim Twill haue 
s/o. From which memorable and au- i 
ent oracle, he infers the following couclu. 
bon. So then, it is not of him that ⁊uilleth, nor 
„„ that runneth, but of. God that ſheweth 3 
. Hence, it appears with ſtriking evi-- 3 
_ dence, that it was Paul's deſign to prove; 
=o: cy chat ſome of the fallen race were cho; 
b, in contradiſtinction to others, but alſo, 7 
dat thoſe objects of the divine choice were 
ppointed to glory, not in conſideration of 
ay thing which cauſed them to differ from 
Jothers; but purely, ſolely, entirely, becauſe it 
was the good-pleafure of God, to make them 
partakers of that mercy on which they hack 
not the leaſt claim, any more than thoſe WwW uo 
periſh. For, on a ſuppoſition of the contrar , 

it does not appear that his quoration from the 
inks, of Moſes, and the concluſion he forms ñ 
upon it, were at all to his purpoſe ; but are 
adapted to miſlead his reader, and bias his l 
udgment in favour of error. 1 
The zealous and indefati able ech of 1 
Fae we, | in | proſecuting. b Aube . 
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ce, Grace « as 51 beg, | 


ebe more: That it is the deſign of Pau ul, 


bY When handling the ſubject f in his epiſtle to th 
= Romans, to exclude all conſideration of 
man worthineſs, and to reſolve the election 9 


_ thoſe who. are ſaved, entirely into the grace of 
God, as infinitely free and divinely ſovereig: ; 
0 appears trom thoſe obfechions to Which he 
plies. For the objections which are made 1 
the anſwers returned, are of ſuch a nature, 
as would appear quite impertinent, and withou: 
+ the /ea/t /hadaw of a reaſon to ſupport the 


on ſuppoſition that God, when he choſe |; 


| people, had any regard to their ſuperior ww: 
ehinefs, in compariſon with thoſe who peril), 


We The objections ſuppoſe, that the divine con- 


duct, in that affair, is ineguitable. But ſuc 
TH ſuppoſition could never have been me, 
ſuch a charge could never have been laid 
againſt it, by any man of ſenſe or the lcaſt 

ſlection; if the A mighty, in the decree f 
election, had proceeded to diſtinguiſh bervcr 
one man and another, according to their pc: 
fonal qualities and moral worth. 


The jufallible writer having treated abo 5 


God's diſtinguiſſniog love to Jacob, aud 
rejection of Efau, ſtarts an objeftion a, iat 


the tenour of his arguing and the —_ 


maintained; an objection, he knew, that wn: 
borh Plauſible and common. HH /b'! ©? 


bY ay then; what will be inferred as the n. -el 


. conſequence of our foregoing os 
Will any one dare to conclude, that there 


5 | mrichteousnces. with God, becauſe he dipc les 
WEL Ind with: holds bis favours according to his own 
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fovercign pleaſure ? Far be it, Such a conſe- 
uence will be held in the utmoſt abhorrence, 
Wy all who reverc their Maker.--- The apoſtle 

—_ yin; rejected the thocking infercnce in the 
ongeſt manner, proceeds to conſirm his aſ- | 
ercions and prove his doctrine. This he does, 
y appealing to the ancient ſcriptures. err 
er, whoſe name is JEHovAuf, ſalih to Moſe; = 
l baue merey on whom I will have mercy, 

ill have con paſſion on whim Twill haus 
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s/o. From which memorable and au- 
eint oracle, he infers the following couclunsü 
bon. S then, it is not of him that willeth, nor 
iim that runneib, but of God that ſheweth | 
. Hence, it appears with ſtriking evi... 7; 
ccuce, that it was Paul's deſign to prove ;3 
=: ly that ſome of the fallen race were cho- 
En, in contradiſtinction to others, but alſo, FI 
WW: at thoſe objects of the divine choice were 
pointed to glory, not in coalideration oß Mt 
ey ching which caufed them to differ from 
aer, but purely, ſolely, entirely, becauſe it 
| 5 was the good-pleafure of God, to make them 
bartakers of that mercy on which they lad 
or the eaſt claim, any more than thoſe who 
pci. For, om a ſuppoſition of the contrar y, 
_ {3 not appear that his quotation from the 4 
rings of Moſes, and the concluſion he forms 
upon it, were at all to his purpoſe ; but are 
adapted to miſlead his reader, and bias his 1 | 
Judgment in favour of error. 
bbc zealous and indefatigable teacher f 

heavenly truth, in proſecuting bis ſubject. 
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meets with" another objection whick* hs 19 


alflerted that Jehovah has Mercy on whim he 
doll, and whom hewill he hardeneth. After 
Viiet he adds; Thou will say then unto 1 
why dath He yet find fault with any we hi! 
creatures, or blame their conduct: Jar wh; 
bath re ſited his vill, or rendered his * 
void ?—This objection exhibits a faithful n 
ror, in Which every oppoſer of divine = .=- 


ter. The moſt horrid and ſhocking con 

AJuences which are now charged on the : 
trine of eternal, unconditional, and on 
clection, are here included and reduced 10 4 
mall Coney aſs. This oObfection, in 5 8 | 
tile, ſtands thus: According to the C. 


© machines. 


« worthy deeds. Whether we be rights 


4 cauſe of all.” 
are inclined to repeat the ſtale objection, 
would do well to conſider, in what manner 


. proud oppoſer of the ſovereign prexogati ve 
of the great Supreme. The obj ection . 


dveoelled againſt the ſovereignty of God, in 1 


57 Grace, as in n, 


equally careful to obviare. For, after ine 


2 


2 


reignty may fee his face and read ins Share. 


« yinitic doctrine of election, men are 1c - 
They are impelled to this = 
& that, by a fatal neceſſity. They arc 0 

longer the proper objects of praiſe blame, 
% of reward or puniſhment. Adieu, Ges 
* fore, to every virtuous action and all praitc- i 
% or wicked, here; whether we be ſaved | 
e damned, hereafter; an. arbitrary will and 
7 2 ſovereign, omnipotent decree, are ile 
Such perſons, however. 6s 


the apoſtle refutes it; and how he treats i 
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in our v cleion. | 


ia ſuch an e diſtinction between | 


perſons. equally uuworthy of divine clemency. 


| But thoughit is bold and blaſphemous to the 
laſt degree, the unerring teacher does not re- 
| fare, or attempt to re move it, by informing 


tae objegor z 1 4 it was not his deſigu, by 


| the immediately foregoing alleruon, to affirw, 1 
that the ſole cauſe of that infinite dire 
which fhall ſubſiſt to eternity between the 


{tate of one man and another, equally guilty 


and alike miterable ; eonfidered i in themſelves; 


”m_ the tree, ſovercig >) 555 alure of God, No; 
he is far from giving any ſuch hint; but im- 
mediately recurs to the 3 dominion of 
Him who formed the univerſe, as a conſide- 


EY Tat, on of ſufficient importance and ſuſficiently 


dear, to eſtabliſh rhe point. So far from 
ſofteuing his former aſſertions, however harſh 
they might ſeem ; that he ar once confirms 
the trinh he aſſerted, and illuſtrates rhe pro- 
pricty of the language he uſed.—In doing of 
whic n he ſug gells, that the objection, horrid 
33 it is, cannot have the lcaſt torce, or perti- 
neney of application, except it were proved; 

That the Majeſty of heaven has not an abſo-” 
lute right to diſpenſe his favours juſt as he 
pleaſes. But this the reſolute aſſertor of Je- 

hovah's honour, was not willing to grant. 
This he could by no means allow, without 
deuying the God Go is above. He, therefore, 
boidly repels the confidence of the proud ob- 
icttor, by a ſtrong exclamation and a morti- 
ty ing query. Nay, but, O man! who art 
THOU that replic/t againſt Gd? Shall a worm 


Y Grace as cit ! reigns” 


_ of the "WAY an ludet, an atom; arraign Hs 
conduct, who is Lord of the univerſe, and 
W/ pronounce it unrighteous ? Shall impotence 
and duſt fly in the face of Omniportence ? 
Shall corruption and guilt preſeribe rules of 


equity, by which the Moit Holy ſhall reg. 


mate his behaviour towards the rebellious {1 


jects of his boundleſs empire ? Far be it! H 
to him that striveth with his Maker 7 Let the 


bpioꝛſberd atrive withthe potfherds of the earth* 
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but let not the deſpicable fragment preſume 
do make war upon heaven; leſt divine wrath, 


like 1 devouring fires br weak out and conſumc 1 


The zealous PR cautious difpurant, la- 


"8 7 ving ſeverely rebuked the oppoſer” s folly and 
aarrogance, proceeds to confirm his. — M1 


And illuſtrate the momentous truth by a f- 
miliar inſtance, and by appealing to the com- 


1 . mon ſenſe of mankind. Shall the thing form: 
d, gay to him that formed it; Why hast Ibn 


0 made me thus ? For example: : Hath not th: 


potter power over the clay, of the game Jump !! 


make one veſſel to bonaut, and another to diſh 


nour? none can deny it. Is ſuch apower e! 
FP  Jowed, by the common conſent of mankind, 


to belong to the meaneft artificer, and thall 


ine de denied to Him who is the Former of all 


things ? ſo to act, would be a monſtrous com- 


pound of abſurdity and blaſphemy, The 

WW apoſtle now proceeds to apply his Hluſtrarion 
Ma if God, willing ta fhew his wrath anc 4 
|. ; make Le: ; cog REO, "Kang endured wi 


in our eledfion. 


MHC ch] ng- ern the. veſſels of wrath fitted for a 
ſeo: by their own rebellion againſt 
him, ſhould, in the end, pour out his venge- 178 


_ cc upon them; who {hall dare to pronounce 
e * conduct unrighteous And, what if the 


oer, which he bad afere prepared unto glory; 


| 64 determined to manifeſt infinite love in their 
plcie deliverance from deſerved deſtruc- 
boa, who has a right to complain + ? Shall 


doe of any be evil, becauſe their injured 


ker sis good? Has he not an eternal right 
0 What he will with his whoop Or, is he 
= : ebtor to any of his creatures ? if ſo, they 
” {all be fully recompenſed.—Shall every per- 


— / ſovereign, i in the kingdoms of this world, 
UN be allowed to chooſe his own favourites ; and, 


s certain caſes, to manifeſt his clemency. to 
bme delinquents, While he leaves others to 


r 


* acts? and ſhall HE who rules over all, be de- 


nid the exerciſe of his ſupreme, royal prero:: 
ative? Abſurd, in ſuppoſition! impoſſible, in 
act But, though God beſtows his favour tf 
av bom he pleaſes, yet, as he is an infinit- 


= | wit agent he muſt always have the high- 
WS - fon for what he does. Divine fove- 


blind partiality, or as a dictate of mere will 


Thom! ix. ee 3 4 


me e ſovercign Being, that he might make 
5 | noon the riches of his glory on the weſſels of . | 


fir the deſert of their crimes, without being 
ablect to the contro! of his meanelt - ſab-- 
ects in the performance of thoſe ſovercign 


reiguty, therefore, muſt not be conſidered as 


| Without wiſdom; but as the cxerciſe of an 
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07 Grace, as it re! e 


„ . : all e ve underſtanding, hd” af; 4 will 
li = that is i77flexibly right, ordering all the affair; 
IE. of Jehovalt's vaſt empire for the manifeſtation 
WF of his own glorious attributes. To conceive 
of a ſovercign decree, as dmched from wil. 
dom and rectitude, i is to pictute to ourſelves 
mae conduct of a Turkiſh deſpot; not the ap. 
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; pointment of HIM that wade aud governs the 


| Henec it appears, that 7s we enter the 


Wo Almighty as chooſing any of the fallen race 


io life and happinefſs; we behold him mani 


feſting the mercy of a compaſſionate father 0 
his miſerable offspring. But if we conſider 
him, as chooſing hit perſon rather than a-, 
WW when both were. equally wretched 3. we vicw 
WE him as veſted with the character of a 0 


reign Lord, and as the ſole proprietor of li 


oon favours. if, therefore, the queſtion be 
aſked; Why any were choſe ta ſalvation, 
when all deſerved to periſh ' The anfwer :s; 
gBecauſe our Maker is merciful, But if it be 
further aſked ; Why Paul, for inſtance, W. 


._ choſen rather- than Judas ? The anſwer is; 


Bcecauſe he is Lord of all, and has an indi 
putable right to do what he will with his 
WY own *.-—Bur if this anſwer will not ſatisfy 
the curious enquirer, he is adviſed by the Ho- 
y Ghoſt, to go and aſk the potter; What. 
das the reaſon-of his ve ry diflerent proceduic 

WW with the ſame lump of clay? and why he 
bpbormed the veſſels into which it was wrought, 
| "8 ar ſuch different. and oppoſite uſes? The | 1 


0 er Theol. Gbriak 1. 7 . Is 715 10. Canan. mg 


c eee, eee 
5 Lien N * F EO OTIS RD AE MG 1 
, IN RL PP! ar è . , © LLN0E Nen WM ITS 
—_— F Nee n ARG een; Den 
F Z 4 4% . e n * 15 4 Foy * 55 * n "a Oy WA) N 7 he 0 *. 0 AA LE bs Tab 
: e Mgt: ine e, WGHD bo SCAT Rl 1 eie 00 I INt n 
18 N "144% Wil”? 10 1 W J "3 , 
een, 
9 Wit Ry PHD EO II ALY J 
e i 44 2 . BY N 

4 1 7 

— 1 


q 55 
1 \ g . 
7 Men 8 1 
eien X nenn 7 55 
9 7 0 5 {> f 
= za #2 4k 
RV N 


5 


« clay itſelf ; but my own deliberate and free 


the whole maſs : nor could one part dictate 
Ke how it would be formed, or for what uſes, 


WS 00a: potter, without heſitation, would af 
ert a kind of ſovereignty over his clay. And 
= rc not mankind in the hand of God, as clay 


inferior to that of a puny mortal over paſſive 


Sa” 2A 
* 


freeneſs; and of God's dominion in its higheſt 


and joy; his, we revere in ſilence: well re- 


=D Now THAT IAM GOD. 
= Having ſhewn, in the preceding paragraphs, 
WS (11a! election is an act of {overeign grace; T 
o proceed to conſider the great end, which 


nate end, is his own eternal glory; and ſub- 
WW ordinate to it, the complete happiness of all his 
as before obſerved, the final cauſe of all the 
eternal counſels and of all divine operations; 


— an.. % 


Mirerate artificer will readily anſwer, as directed _ 
5 common ſenſe 3 * Not any thing in the 0 


ec choice, For it was of the ſame kind, and 


poſſeſſed the ſame qualities, throughout 6 


any more than another.“ Thus the moſt 


in thc hand of the potter? Or, ſhall Jehovah's +. i 
boovereignty over his offending creatures, be 
Water? Reaſon and revelation forbid the 
thought, ——l election, therefore, we have a 
ſtriking diſplay of divine grace in its utmoſt 
boorereigniy. Of the former, towards the 
A veſſels of mercy ; Of the latter, towards all 0 
mankind. That, we behoid with admiration 1 


Wn embering who it is that ſays; Be s TIL, 


the ſupreme Lord intended by it. Thie ät, 


people. The glory of the ſupreme Being, is, * 


0% Grace, as 13 1 reigns 


1 15 0% of thoſe which . the l 
vation of ſinners. They were all deſigned to; 


HE PRAISE OF HIS GLORIOUS GRACE. 


Too ready we are to imagine, that the 


purpoſe and pleaſure of God terminate, in 
| IRS the happineſs of thoſe who are choſen, or in Wl 
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the nuſery of thoſe rejected; as though the 
eternal felicity, or the everlaſting tormenit of | 
the creature, were the final cauſe of the J. 
vine decree. Butæhis is a great miſtake, ad 
repreſents the doctrine of predeſtination in 
very false, as well as unfavourable light. For 
as it would be pregnant with blaſphemy for 
us to ſuppoſe, that He who is ſupremely bc. 
ſed and ſupremely good, ſhould take delight 
in the infinite miſery of a rational being, With. 
out reference to a further and nobler end 
ſo we cannot conceive, on any les of of 
reaſon or ſcripture, that he ſhould propoky | 
any thing ſhort of his own glory in the u. 
. derful conomy of human ſalvation. And 
Ads it would be highly i injurious to the divine 
Character for us to ſuppoſe, that the i of 
the creature is the ultimate end at which the 
eternal Sovereign aims, in the damnaticn ot 


* 


it 18 ue, nid; 7 Ii ans of wour - c2/amiity 
7 will mock who your ſcar come. Bur then, as the 10 Arwed 
VIITRINGA observes; Quod de Deo 4 Ngo. N, CU 
prudenteg intelligi debet; non very, ac si exitiom hun 
e riferi, et ſtuſtitia ſoa voluntaria pereuntis, Deo detectotiovem 
„ adferat ; fed quod mala qua graviſſimi pecatores Juſti perten 
1 maxime conveniant ration! ibus Divinz juſtitiæ, in cujus ct ci 
M 9 ae et libi e 'Y | Gomment, ad Cali 
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Y boſe who periſh; or that any "OP wall of/ . .. 0 
his own glory, in the diſplays of his ſpotleſs Wt 
purity and inflexible: jultice, was the end 1 
hich he had in view: ſoit would be greatly | 
worthy of his infinite wiſdom and bound- 
Wc perfection for us to imagine, that the 
ory of his own grace, and the everlaſting _ I 
onour of all his aderable excellencies, were 1 
oc his reme defign, in the free election and if 
1 complete felicity of all his people. Does He Mi 
= out his Vengeance on any of the works / 
Wo! his hands? it is to demonſtrate the infinite 
ppoſition of all his perfections to moral evil, 
ad for the honour of his eternal juſtice, as a 
WT iohccons Governor. Does He ſpare any of 
ee ſrebellious ſubjects of his vaſt dominions, | 
ad {avec them from the death they deſerved ' 5 NF 
il 
| 


0 diſplay his mercy, in connection with 
- z truth and righteoufneſs, and for the glory of 

his unchangeable attributes. We may, 
= Wor fore, conclude with Paul, that the great 
0 1 of election, and of all its conſequent. bleſ. 
gs, is no other, than to make known the 
cars or Gop's cLoey on the veſſels of 


* 


s che cterna] glory of God, in the con- 
nate happineſs of all his choſen, is the 
dend of the decree of election; fo the 
„appointed to accompliſh the wonderful 
isa, arc cqually worthy of infinite wiſdom. 

; They are ſuch as proclaim, the jus? God and 
be Saviour ; ſuch as demand the e, 


E 


| } Rom, i; IX, 23 Bpk. 1 5:6. | 1 
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eee chat the Lond; is Bogy in all N 
adh, and righterus in all his works, Ihe 
principal of theſe means undoubtedly are, i; 


Belif, of the ank. For this we read: (e 
on”, appointed | us 10 obtain falvation, „ car 


Vuation, through ſanctificution of the Spirit ond 


of Jeſus, and ſanctification by the Spirit of 
God, are equally neceſſary to accompliſh the 


_ without ſhedding of blood ; fo, without holine(s, 
no man fhall see the thrd.” As none ſhall be 
condemned to final perdition, but thoſe who 
did ſuch things as were worthy of death ſo 
none ſhall enjoy the ren ming of glory, but 
thoſe whom impartial juſtice ſhal! entirely ac 
quit, and immaculate holineſs T V. ap- 
prove. And as none of the damned {|| 


their ſalvation, to che grace of God and ti 
tion were not the cause of election; yet ab 


Wl purpoſe. And, though the. A! mighty chole 
vo man to glory, becauſe of his future ji} 
And obedience, yet provifion -v Was 5 made, in the 


350% of Craze, as it reigns 4 | 


mcarnation of the eternal Son, and his divine 
mediation ; the fancti, fcation of the e and 


Lord Jeſus Chrif-—Ile hath choſen you 10 


belief of the truth. — Redemption by the blood 
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ever be able to aſſign any other cauſe of ther 
infinite puniſhment, but that fin which tha 
freely committed; fo all the elect ſhall af rib 


work of Immanuel. We may, therefore, 
conclude, that though Chriſt and his media- 


obedience and death were the grand 71 
appointed for the execution of that Gia 


41 TION V. 9. 2 Thelk. it. 13. 


in our Election. 


forercign dectes, 73 the lr * all its 
1 4, peer to their en of bliſs. 
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Thie pur poſe of God, in an is alſo. im- 
TY nr and infullib fy connected with the eter- 
Ina! felicity of all its objects. — That this 
decree is unchangeable, appears how the im- 
mutability of the divine purpoſes in general. 
bor chere is the ſame reaſon that the appoint- 
ment of God, in the choice of his people, 
ll {ould unchangeably ſtand, as there is for any 
Wy other of his eternal rede and, that immuta- 
WL bility is ſtamped upon the divine decrees in 
cecral, the ſcriptures abundantiy ſhew. Thus 

iss written: The Lord of ho/ts hath purpoſe 

, and aue ſhall diſannul it My counſel - 
E foal! fland, end I will do all my e — 

iin one mind, and who can turn Him? und 
ohr his [owl def reth, even. that He doib - 
here unto the heirs of promise the immuta- 
b of bis counsel H hath reſiſted his will? 


r r the purpose of God according to. eleftton 
= Wight fand. Hith ruhen is no variableneſs, 
1: either /badow of turning *. ; 
he Nor can we ſuppoſe * God ſhould reverſe 


bis decrees or alter his purpoſes, without im- 


Ic, 
lia: beaching his omniſcience, as though he did 
13 not resse the events which would happen; 


or his power, as if he were not. ab/e ro execute - 
his own deſigns : neither of which can poſſibly 
bel the caſe with that infinite Being, whoſe will 

W i; a and whoſe word | is the baſis of the 0 


Ia. xiv. 27. a Alvi. 10. Jab xxl, x3. Heb. vi. 15. Rom. ir LE 
IT, Ig, JO. bs 10 | 


=, — ffſtent with conſummate perfe&ion.- 
obi wize God has no occaſion for 5econd 
"Thoughts. As He is wiſe to perfection, he fccs 


i” 82 9 1 07 grace, as it reigns. 


Kb KITE. IR — — el God were to chen 1119; * 


mind, it walk be either for the better, or the 
Worſe. If for the better, he was not perfecl. 


ly wiſe in his former purpoſe. If for the 


worſe, he is not wife in his preſent reſolve. 


For there can be no alteration without a tacit 


reflection on the paſt, or the prefent deicr. 
' mination, If a man change his reſolution, 
he is apprehenſive of ſome defect in his former 
purpoſe, which moves him to ſuch a change: 
and this muft ariſe, either from a want Th ca- 

1 3 pacity to foreſee, or from not duly confiderin; 
the object of his counſel. But neither of theſe 
can be ſuppoſed of Him who is ſupremely v, 


. without deny ing his Deity. A change of pur. 
” Poſe may, indeed, be an act of wiſdom in the 
ereature; bur it proceeds on 1 ſuppoſition ol 


folly in bis former actions, Which is incon- 


no cauſe of reverſing his purpoſes, or altering 


dais conduct. As He is boundleſs in power, 
doe s ſubject to no control in executing his. 
nal, and making his people partakers "> thoſe 


bleſfings he deſigned for them 1. {ups 
Poſe, therefore, rhat any who were . 10 


| eternal glory ſhould finally fail of enjoying it, 


is au imagination abſurdly impious; as it ſug. 


W geſts a charge of palpable imperfection again 


. TAN, and would make him altogelle 
uch an one as ourselues. | 


| 4 ctannoon' Works, wi. e. Edit; uſt 
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aa with eternal happineſs; appears from the 
= {owing remarkable pallage. NN hum He did 
= :Jeitinate, them he alto called ; and whom 
. called, them he aleo jutified ; and whom ' 
liſed, them he aljo glorified. What ſball wwe 
en iy lo tbese things? - God be for us, who + 
be against uss? If the purpoſe of God, 
W |; clection, be not immutable ; or if the ob- 
Jas of it may poſlibly fall ſhort of the glori- 
ous end; there would be no certain connec- 


W cautioned. On ſuch a ſuppoſition, to argue, 
WW :; the apoſtle does, from the pas? election of 


eencr bis from that, would be exceedingly 
FE weak, and the inference à groſs incouſequence. 
_ would there have been any propriety in 
i joyful exclamation ; What ſball aue then jay 

„ee things? nor any ſolid foundation for hig 
bod concluſion; / God. be for ws, who can be. 


1 0 has election i i8 infallibly 1 > 5 


on between the ſeveral bleſſings that are here 


i perſons, to their /eture glorification ; or 


e? For, admitting that God may poſ- 


L ſibly change his purpoſe ; or, that- his decree 
iy prove weak and inefficacious, fo that in 
# any inſtance the event deſigned by it may not 
. be produced; there was bur little reaſon for 
au, chus to exclaim with admiration and joy, 
i conclude with a fteady confidence us 
os his cverlaſting happineſs, from the con- 
ration of God's selecting love. To impute 
kind of unmeaning and inconcluſiveargu- 
peutation to him, would be an high relle. 


e gr. zn. 1 e 


704 


1 5 he Grace as it reigns. . 5 


tion upon him, as Gumalieth pupil; 
abſoluteſy inconſiſtent with his meſs exalted 
Ph character, as an amanuenſis to the Spirit of 
wiſdom. 


10 godlineſs; 


christian. 


ment of ſubſtantial peace. 
that it has no influence on theſe, we might. 
venture, without heſitation, to renounce it 75 
an error and abhor it as an enemy. For that 
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We may, therefore, ſafely conclu-, 
that cleftion to future happineſs, and the cer 


teain enjoyment of it, cannot be ſeparated. For. 
whom he did pee een He alſo glo- 
ined, 


Having conſidered this important 0 


der the ſeveral foregoing views, I ſhall now 


proceed to ſhew, that it is a dodtrine accord 
und that it is nobly adapted to 
promote the holizeſs and comfort of the truc 
As an article of that faith which 
was once delivered to the fainrs ; 


Such will cver 
that it wears the moſt friendly aſpect on 

their progreſs in rcal tolneſs, and their Enjoy; 
Could it be proc, 


3s no part of evenpelical truth, which, in its 


genuine tendency, is not adapted to promote 
the happineſs of real Chriſtians, and to a. 


vance the intereſts of true holineſs. This, 


however is not the caſe with the doctrinc un- 
dier conſideration. | 
meditation upon it, by thoſe” who are taugt 
from above, and who view it in its proper con- 
gnections; c 

1 their fouls i in the da 


For, à frequent and devout 


is evidently calculated, 
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would h- 


das an infa 
ble truth of the goſpel, its tendency muſt be | 
ſalutary, its influence muſt be ſanctifying, on all 
who cordially embrace It, 


Hud, 
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ea : conſequently, their holineſs and comfort 


es thc abound in the heart, our ſpiritual 
oss are increaſed, and bur Maker is olorified.. 


1 things, and the intereſts of religion decline, 
e here theſe have no exiſtence, the moſt ex- 
7 85 tenſive round of duties, the moſt coltly and. 
g performances, are. of go eſteem in the 


W in their natural ſtare, are equally obnoxious. 
d wrath and expoſed. to ruin; and, exclu- 


7 covering that their perſons are alike fafut- 


NN our Election. e 55 


| vercigm.* to is fame their hearts with love to 
| his adorable name; and to excite their gratis. 
ade for benefits received and bleflings expec- 


W muſt be advanced by it; for humility, love, 
ad gratitude, are the wvitals of real religion. 
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As theſe abate, we lofe the ſavour of divine 


— — 


1 lch of God. | 
| This doctrine is adapted ro promote ge⸗ 1 
| 111116 humility. For! it ihews that all mankind, = 


— | | 
ws of that grace which appears and reigns in Lf 
election, in a condition abſolutely deſperatc. | | 
| 
| 


S :* allows not rhe leaſt liberty for any of the 
: fond of men, to lay claim to ſuperior worth, 
or glory over their fellows. When ſelf. ad- 
ig thouglits ariſe in the chriſtian's breaſt, 
Wn it {tops them ſhort with the needful- and harp 5 1 
_ bike; Who maketh thee to differ : ? and what _ wm 
ald thou that thou didst not receive? Now, if | 
in didet receive it, why dort thou glory a | . 
93 bci. hadst not received it? — They, therefore, 
| 


who are the favoured objects of dil tinguiſhing 
love, and who look for ſalvation by it; dif- 


aud ir ſtate e wretched, ronkdered 
k 34 Cog. ir. 7. | 
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5 6 e oc Gra, as it reighs - 


in 1 as the e ox ſtate of thoſe 
WhO finally periſh; cannot, according to the 
genius of this doctrine, but lie low in humili 1 
ty before God. Being fully convinced that 
the eternal choice of this perſons, was not on: 


account of rhe leaſt po//ible difference between 


_ themſelves and others ; and that the wh: te 
reaſon of their hope centers in that grace whic!; 
might have been manifeſted to others, had the 

great Sovereign fo determined ; they are 
all times free to acknowledge, chat the chief 

finners and the moſt. worthleſs of objects, are 
their proper characters. I be influence of this 
humbling truth they feel | in their confciences, 
and their ardent deſire is to ExPrcis1 it. in ga 
lives... 


Let us A} the Wee in . . e. 


tirements; let us behold him on his bendc 
knee, and hear him pouring out his ſoul 6 
God. In his intercourſe with heaven, at the 
throne of grace, his language will be to be 
following import © Thou GSEAT SUPREME, 
who art glorious in holineſs, and the b. 
„ nite Sovereign of all worlds; who hombici! 
% thyſelf ro behold rhe things that are in e 
„ higheſt heavens 4; whoſe cond leſcenſion it 
K unſpeakably great, in deigning to regu! 
« rhe perſons or ſervices, of. the molt holy 
«and exalted of creatures; didſt THOU 


« conſider, me in my low eſtate, as à fallen 
«creature and a miſerable fitmer? Did th) 


-_ * eternal love fix on me as its object, whe | 
“ might, with the greateſt equity» have been 


e ca. 6. 


in our KF een. 5 


ce marked? out as a vidier for eternal juſtice ? 
s not my perſon 97 We and my ſtate by 
gdbature damnable ? Is not my original de- 
=— ].. pravity as great, . and my actual tranſpreſ- - 
« ſions as numerous, as any which can be 
bound among the apoſtate ſons of Adam? 
and hat 1 hou determined to make me an 
cverlaſting monument of ſparing mercy, while - 
millions are left to ſuffer the awful deſert of 
WE < their crimes ?. Nothing in me couldit - 
+1 thou behold, Te; a ſhocking compound of 
= *- purity and folly, of guilt and wretchedneſs. 
Nothing in my. conduct couldſt thou foreſee, , 
but what was adapted to provoke thy. ab- 
borrence, rather than obtain thy regard. O 
= < t{©$00 majeſtic Being !. whyfuch. mercy to a 
bardened rebel? why ſuch love to an inve- 
( wierate enemy ?. Obliged Jam, in the court 
of conſcience, to plead guilty to the compli- 
„ cad charge which thy own righteous law 
© <xbibits againſt: me. Motive, or cauſe, of 
= © thy tender regards, I can find none in my- 
ref. Thy own Sovereign will, thy own free 
= pleaſure ; ; theſe are the «ole cauſe why mer- - 
ey is manifeſted to me, of finners the vileſt... 
For ſhould a wretch who is now in hell, 
advance a claim on thy favour, grounded: 
on his own worthineſs, I muſt acknow- 
= c- * ledge | it as well founded as any to which I 
dan pretend. — Pride / thou moſt deteſtable 
of all tempers, for ever depart from my 
WT © breaſt! Humility / thou faireſt flower of 
= heavenly . thou brighteſt ornament. 


M 


1 To f f 


. of Dow; as if er 


* Of the chriſtian character; be thou my Con. 


4 ſtant companion, be thou the livery in W WA: 


* | ſhall always appear! Shall a miſcrcan, 
« who might. have been juſtly doomed . 
#4 2 Sn {hall a worthleſs worm, that | 8 
c beholden to grace for his all; entertain . 
1 Dunz thoughts, or aſſert his own 1 
„ ance ?. as well might Lucifer himſelf che. 
Iu lenge a ſeat in paradiſe. 0, my God 
me but view thy clecting love in all its Free 
c nefs, and thy diſtinguiſhing favour in ail its 


. ſovereiguty 3 and I ſhall be truly humble. + 0 


„ Then (half my foul lie low in the duſt, and 
reigning grace ſhall have the glory of all my 


fſalvation. Whatever bleſſings l now pot, WAR 


«-whatever- enjoyments I hereafter expect; 
freely acknowledge, that the unrivalled hot: 
e cour belongs to Thee.“ 


Nor is the doctrine maintained leſs adapiet 133 


20 inflame the heart with the prreft lone. / Li i 
ir of Code be, therefore, who dwells in ':1, WW 
dwells in God and God inbim. Didſt Teo, Wl 
© who needeſt not the ſervices of angels; Wl 
s art infinitely perfect and infinitely happy it 
„ thyown cternal Self, will the elect and re- 
_ * generate. {oul ſay— -did{t "HOU cnter- 
«ram. thoughts of Lee towards me, bore 
the foundations of the world were 
Did thy purpoſes of communicating big 
% ; eps on a worm ſo mean, on a wret! 
„ ſo vile, as myſelf ? Ho precious arc i) 
© thoughts unto me, 0 Code, how great is 1 
um of them . — en Thou record 


o 


ie en. 59 


cord my worthleſs name in the book of 
W- life, and conſtitute me a member of that 
5 6 myſtical body, of which Chriſt is the head? 
Were my perſon and all my immortal in- 
W tereſts conſigned over, by an irreverſible 
[i grant, into the hands of thy only Son, as 
de ſaproimed Mediator, in order to fecure - 
—_ ny cternal happinels beyond the poſſibility : 
of a failure? Didit thou, my God, in the 
original plan of ſalvation, provide for the 
bonour of thy juſtice, as well as the glory _ 
of ſchy grace, by appointing a Surety co 
perform the obedience to which 1 am 
bound as a creature, and to ſuffer the pu- 
aibment, which 1 deſerve as a criminal? 
and, in order t6 effect the amazing deſign, 
ait Thou determine, before 1 had a be- 
ing or time commenced, to deliver up the 
50n of thy love, clothed in humanity, ro the 
troke of incenſed juſtice and the execrable 
death of the croſs? ang all this to reſcue | 
and fave, to ennoble and dignifſy what? 
be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this : —a 
_ lis worm, à degpicable insect; cluted 
(ech pride and replete with enmity againſt 
_ ! cc, O thou Greateſt and Beſt of Beings 
= >:upcndous goodneſs! Marvellous grace 
o. ny God! was ] the object of thy cter- 
nal choice, when viewed by omniſcience, © 
= fallen under guilt and funk in zuinz 
ochſome as the dunghill, and «bhorrent as 
bell? and ſhall not my beſt affections and 
armeſt love, be devoted to Thee ? Didft 
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"FN grave, when thou mighteſt, with Ron 
to thy crown and dignity, as a righteous 
Governor, have conſigned me over to cad. 
cc leſs perdition; and ſhall not my heart V 
© with love to thy adorable name? Di! 
< Thou love and chooſe me, when deforn: j } 
c and filthy, poſſeſſed of Gifpplaitns partly i 
*<c brutal and partly diabolical ? Art Thou iu. 
s finitely amſable in all thy perfections, and 
* completely righteous in all thy Ways, a and 
hall not my very ſoul love and adore I hee 
* Haſt Thou, of thy mere grace, diſtinouith. 
ed me as an object of thy complacentinl i re. 
* gards; and ſhalt not 'Thou be the aue 
object of my warmeſt paſſions and moſt in 
© renſe deſires? Yes, bleſſed Lord! e 
* poſſeſs my heart and {way my affections! 
4% Thine they are, and thine, .rhrough grace, 
c they ſhall ever be. Depart from me, 1« 
rivals of my God! Ye idols of unreg-0c- 
«-rate hearts, pleaſ e, wealth, pomp und 
power, get you hence Addreſs me n0 
© more with your ſoft ſolicitations; entice me 
% no more with your gilded baits. IEHOVW anf. 
'& has condeſcended to take me for his d WM 
* I chooſe. him for my Paras, 1 love him a a 
= my all.” -..; 
A devour. conifiderneion of chis momentous 
truth, is alſo a noble incentive to Faul. 100g. 
Gratitude is a delightiul diſpoſition and an 
miable temper. It burns in heavenly boſons, 
tunes the harps of celeſtial choirs, aud gives 
the ſweeteſt accent to all their ſongs. Tove 50 
the my amiable God, and | can te 
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im for his boundleſs beneficence ; theſe enter 


very life and foul of all intellectual happineſs. 
In proportion, therefore, as theſe are promo- 

ted, the holineſs and comfort of mankind are 
advanced. hat an interelt in the election of 
grace, and a ſenſe of it warm on the heart, are 


Fritude, we may bolaly aſſert, as we have. an 
authority which none can diſpute. Paul, we 


* 


Mowing language. Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
Jed us with ali ſpiritual bleffings in heavenly 
places in Chriſt; ACCORDING as HE HATH 
chiosEN Us IN Him, BEFORE THE FOUNDA= 


[TION OF THE WORLD *®, Again: We are 


bound to give thanks alway to God for you, bre- 
hren, beloved of the Lord ; BECAusE GoD 


HATH FROM THE BEGINNING, CHOSEN YOU. 
O $AL VATION Such are thoſe grateful 


ackowiedgments the apoſtle makes, on the be- 
half of himſelf. and his bicthren, to the Au- 


{hor of all good, in reference to their election. 
Aud ſimilar will be the ſentiments of gratitude 


* : in every regencrate heart, in ; proportion as 


„is important truth v known and expericnce 


hs G | ied, 105 


"Eph. i. 3. . +2 Theſſ. ü. 13. 1 Theik i. 2.4. 
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into che eſſence of all religion; theſe are the 


a powerful incentive to the moſt generous gra- 


and, when contemplating the riches of grace 
in crernal election, which were manifeſted to 
him and his brethren, breaks out in the fol- 


ther four Bord Jeſis Christ, who bath bles- 


baus once more liſten to the devont ad-. 
„elles and humble acknowledgments of the 
> echcver, when bending the ſuppliant knee bes 
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1 of Grave as it” reigus 
0 fore his Father, << O Two; who art x infiite 


God! for ever bind me to thyſelf, wir! 


& ly exalted above all bleffings and praiſc 


What ſhall render to Thee for all thy benc- 


„fits? Haſt Thou, my Father, and Thou ny 


© God, choſen me to holineſs, choſen me bo 
00 eternal life, and that of thy mere grace; an! 


<« ſhall not thy glory be the end of all my ac- | f 


tions, ſo long as I poſſeſs either breath c. 


„ being? Didſt Thou eier into an ever? 


ing covenant, with the Son of thy love, 0 


* hand and heart to be thine for ever? Thin 
J am, by right of creation; chme I am, by 
12 electing love: ; and thine: 1 would eternally 


be in the performance of every duty, and i 
the exerciſe of all my powers.—-— Wcrc :: 
e treaſures of infinite wiſdom played, i i 
& contriving the way and appointing thc ve. wt 


« ceffary means, for my complete felic! o 
& were the ſtores of pnbounded mercy and 


s riches of ſovereign grace, laid open is | 
eternal counſels of peace, on my behalf 
e ſhall not my /ife, and my /ou!, my everlaſlig 


4 all, which are ſaved at ſo great an exp ene, 
ns be devoted to Thee ? Bind me, O ect 


1 
Lith 
I 
* 


4 delightful cords of love; that I may er 


< deſert thy ſervice, rat 1 may never dilhon. 


« our thy name. Diſhonour THEE ! painfi 


* thought! May I ever chooſe to die ow 
4 {and deaths, rather than act a part {© ſn 


&-genuong,————Haſt thou choſen ont 


10 «of the world ; did thine eye pity anc ipare 


©. fave me from ruin and bring me to immoro i 
c bliſs; and ſhall not 1 freely engage with 


eee 


in our election. „ 


( my guilty foul, while numbers were left in 
their periſhing ſtate; and, do not reaſon 
and conſcience, do not all the feritiments of 
hoscour and gratitude, of which the human 
 <- cir is ſuſceptible, conſpire with divine re- 
e clation to ſhew, that I am laid under infi- 
( nite obligations to admire thy goodneſs and 
= < continually ſpeak thy praife ? Such an ever- 
= - l{tiag and immenſe diſtinction, which Thou 
= «- ha} made in election, between creatures 
= < cqually deſerving of puniſhment, challenges, 
dom the objects of difcrimating love, all pob 
= << ble thankfalnels. Lerd, here l am thy 
= *- dvorcd fervant. To love and adore thy 
= < pcrfctions, to know and perform thy will, 
de amy delight and all my employ. I bow _ 
= << bcfore Thee, and acknowledge myſelf en- 
= < :crually thine. I give up myſelf emirely to 
_ < thy difpeſ], as my only and ſovereign Lord. 
4s unformed clay in the hand of the potter, 
do be moulded and fathioned, according to 
== © by own will, I commit mytclf and al my 
WS << concerns to Thee.“ — Such is the ſa- 
WE Hutary tendency of this doftrine, and ſuch the 
Ss language of all who know it in truth, in pro- 
portion as faith is in exerciſe. 5 


haut, however comfortable this truth may 
c, to ſuch as are perſuaded of their iutereſt 
te love of God; is it not calculated d 
= 4:/oouwrage the enquiring ſoul, and to over- 
belm the awakened ſinner with deeponding 
er! Does it not adminiſter abundant occa- 
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kon Tor ide anxious wind thus to reflect 
know not whether Chriſt and his ſalvation 


* be freefor me, If I be not of the number 


_ * of God's elect, J have evidently. no Intereſt 
in him, nor in any thing which he has done 

ee and, however much I may 'defire to belive 
« and befaved by him, I Ore ſhall, if not 
* ordained to eternal life.“ — 
tion, however plautible it may ſcem, Or Rows 
ever much the conſciences of any awakened? 


'Fhis oh; c- 


ſinners may be haraſſed by it, is weak and im. 


pertinent. It ſuppoſes that a perſon mull k 


the divine appointment concerning him; chat 


be mult, as it were, peruſe the cternal rol! of- 


God's decrees, and read his name in the book 


of life, before he can have any warrant to 
apply to Chriſt for Maire. Bot chis is 2 


grand miſtake. Let me illuſtrate 
point. When Fo is ; preſented to a perſe fol 
inched with hunger, would it be wiſe, won l 


it be rational, for him to heſitate about . 


propriety of uſing it, becauſe he does n0: 
know whether his Maker has appointed thai 
he ſhall be nouriſhed by it? though at dle 
fame time he well remembers, that m1 dc 
not live by bread alone, but by every word 705 hich 


 proceedeth out of the mouth of God ; and here. 
fore ſuppoſing he eat it, without the concur- 


rence of divine providence, it will be of uο 


ſervice to him. Would he not rather {ay : 
„ Meat was made for the uſe of man: I ic 
my need of it: I will endeavour to Ne it, 
1. a&.the appointed mean of fatisfying my cra- 
et, ing appeure and of furrakin my animal 
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<< frame "Hy" wk Chriſti is the bread of life and 
the food of our fouls. This heavenly food 
was provided by grace, is exhibited in the gof- 
pel, and freely preſented to all that hunger, 
without any exception *. What, then, in ſuch 
a caſe, has the avakened Gower to do, bur, as 
the Lord ſhall enable him, to take, and eat, 
and live for ever! It is very evident, that he 
has no buſineſs ro enquire about any further 
right ro partake ; ſince it was not provided tor 
any, nor can be of use to them, under any o- 
tler character, or conſidered in any other light 
than that of miſcrable objects who are tar 
ing for want of food. . 
Further: According to this doctrine, com. 


plete proviſion is made for the certain salug- * 


nion of every inner, however uaworthy or 
wretched, who feels his want and applies to 
Chriſt for relief. Lhe goſpel is not preached 
W to twmners,nor are they encouragtd to believe in 
W Chill, under the formal notion of their being 
ad. No: theſe tidings of heavenly mercy 
ere addreſſed to ſinners, conſidered as ready to 
bDerih; and all the bleſſings of grace are, diſ- 
W played for their immediate relief, as ſenſible 
bat ſuch are their ſtare and charter. While 
al, without any exception of perſons, or any 

| regard to worthinefs, who apprehend their 
danger and feel their want; are invited, in the 
tendereſt manner, to look to che Lord Redeem» 
| £7, previous to any enquiries about their elec- 


3 Ita, Ie. I, 7. Matt. 21, 28. | Johu vi, 37. 
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tion, that being a following conſideration.” — 
The order eſtabliſhed, in the ceconomy 0 | 
grace, and in reference to this affair; is, 
that guilty, periſhing ſinners, mult rat * 
their election before they are permitted, 
have any encouragement which the word 6 
Jehovah can give, without heſitation to rely -» i 
the Saviour; and all the aflurance which e 
oath of God can impart, that in ſo doing ti; Wl 
ball obtain, pardon for their ſins and peace 
for their conſciences; a freedom from 90 3 
and rhe enjoyment of 75 90 Ihheſe s 41 1 
_ evident from the tenour.of divine revelatic:; WA | 
and to conceive otherwiſe, proceeds ona 
take of the doctrine, and is followed 8 
buſe of the truth. Conſequently it ind 
ſters no real occaſion of diſcouragement or fer 
to the enquiring foul or the ſenſible inner- 
to none of the human race, in whote eſtecm: Wy © 
Saviour from the guilt.and power of fin, ot 
be precious or welcome. And, as to fach 9 ll 
are dead in fin and unconcerned about her 
ſouls, or have an high opinion of their wa 
righteouſneſs; the Redeemer with all his : ans MM 
and the goſpel] with all its bleftings, are del 5 
piſed by them, ſo that they maſt be our of th. We 
1 og in _—_ 
But may it not be sk 66. he this 
64 doctrine, is calculated, to countenance 9. 
* ritual floth, and encourage licentious 
ee tices; mſuch who conclude, that they are 
{56 Int the number of the Fayoured few. »‚— ee 


| Tenia? — =*%S$ - fade ak pl 


7 th. 4 bv. I, 2. Matt, a. 42. John vi, 37. 
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ir our Election. . 


That! none 1 arc 110 perſuaded will, in the a 
W <1, find themſelves deceived in their cxpec- 

| tations, I will not aflert. 1 dare not, there- 
| fore, affirm, that there are no injtances of pots 
| {ons profeffang to believe the cyangelical doc- 
| trite, and pretending to an intereſt jv the heaven 
ly blefling 3- who may not abuſe the former, | 
and fall infinitely ſhort of the later. But this 
| may boidly affirm, that whoever encourages £ 
himiclt in {piritual ſloth, or licentious practices, 
bon {uct a perfuaſion, is guilty of baſtly a 
blue chat truth, which, in its own nature, 
1 a directly contrary tendency ; and, at the 
amc time, marks himſelf out as a veſſel e 
WT (ml be: ath, rather than. an object of ſove- 
reign Mercy. | 
Nor can this objc ction have any forec, ex. 
WT ci were proved; Thar the infinitcly wiſe 
God has. appointed the end, but entirely fore 
onen the means Which are neceffary to attain 
3 enjoy it. A ſuppobtion mis, highly un. 
WT worthy of ins character, and directly oppoſite 
ois expreſs declarations. For though the 
crnal Sovercigu had no reien in the choice 
BE people to any thing in them which was 
Y | worthy 2t his regard, or. to any good works 
W {071 n ; yet his protefied deſigu in their elec- 
13 was; thai they might be holy and without | 
_ UM before him in love*. this being the 
delign of God, reipecring his choſen, it would 
be licange indeed, ſtrange to a wonder, if the 
| revelation! of his immutable purpoſe. thould 
| have « rIendency to BAKE chem quuc the re- 
. 7 aha | 
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verſe; and prove an incentive to their vileſt 
luſts Again: It is written, God hi} 
from the beginning chofen you to salvation—— 

| how ? According to this bold objection, one 
would ſuppoſe ir was in ſuch a way, as alloy. 
ed them larger ſcope and greater liberty, for 

_ gratifying their licentious paſlions and law. 
leſs appetites, than corrupt nature could other. 
Wife have enjoyed in ſuch a way, as 
had no regard to che intereſts of holineſs ; a 
made no proviſion for the honour of God, in 
a chriſttan converſation. . If this could be 
proved, the doctrine would deferve the utnolt . 
abhorrence. It is far, however, from being 
the cafe. For the objects of this graciou: i 
purpoſe, we are expreſsly informed by the or- 
acle of heaven, were choſen to ſalvation,throug! 

_ #andtification of the Spirit, and belief of tht 
truth. Santtification of the Spirit may be con- 
fidered, not only as an appointed aud b9ngur- 
able mean of attaining the exalted end, be 
ſalvation of the ſoul and the glory of God; 
but alſo as an efential part of that falyztion 
to which they were choſen, which is begun 
on carth and completed in glory. "Taken 
in either vicw, it is obvious, that this inſtruc- 
tive and important text is a full proof, that 
the objettion alleged is quite impertinem, 
and entirely void of truth to ſupport It, 
Conſequently, that they who make it are in- 
fluenced, either by grots ignorance, or in- 
veterate prejudice, For hence it appears, 
wih the brighrelt evidence, that the Bobo 
22 Theft. il. 23. 1 Pet. 5. 7, 3. 
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and „inch of God's People, are equaliy 


ing covenant.- Beſides, ſuch and ſuch only 


T they are the ele&t of God. In proportion, 
Object of their dependence, and deviate from 
9 intereſt in diſtinguiſhing love. So that their 


wvard peace and conſcious joy, are N 
"| concen in a pions conduct. 


W + !f this doctrine de true, ſay our opponents, 


ieem; if not, they will prove abertive. On 


| regard to the means. A palapable fallacy, and 


p che principle, on which the objection: pro. 
to the common affairs of lite. hd 
Jake for granted, that there is a ſuperintend- 
ng providence over all human affairs, over 
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| ſecured by the divine purpoſe and the everlaſts | 


who live by faith on Jeſus Chriſt, and walk in 
the ways of obedience, have any evidence that 


aecrefore, as they loſe fight of the glorious. 


_ paths of holineſs, they loſe fight of their 


- Nor is that other objection, fo frequently L 
and violently urged, any more to the purpoſe. 


WT © there is little or; no occaſion for the 2/7 of 
_ © 75, in order to attain falvation. For if 
ve are elected, we ſhall be faved without 


ſuch a ſuppoſition; all our prayers, and tears 
and ſtrivings; all our circumſpection and 
ſelf-denial, will be of no avail. We may, 
= therefore, as well take our caſe and reſt con- 
WT © tented. A profeſſion of religion is an uſcleſs 
ing for the final event is fixed by a pre- 
| * deſtinating God, and who-thal) reverſe it?“ 
his objection agrees with the former 
4 in ſuppoling, that the end is decreed without 


bregnant with great abſurdities. Let us ap- 
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all our - minuteſt concerns. 
_ great Ruler of the world from eng de- 


tonal creatures; 


07 Craceas it rig 


II ſo, either the 


termined what he would do, in all that infinite 


variety of eircumſtances in which any of his 
__ creatures ſhould ever exiſt, or he did not 
If not, innumerable . Of pew deter 


nations muſt have ariſen in the eternal Mind 
fince the world began, reſpecting his con. 


duct towards his creatures; or he muſt have 
acted without any prior determination at all, 

and fo without a plan ; 

reſponds with our ideas of an inknitely perfect 

Agent. If he did, from eternity, determine 


neither of which cor. 


n his conduct, and form the extenfive 


0 plan of his future operations, reſpecting 1. 
then, it is evident, the 
objection lies with equal force again{t our 


uling any means, or exerimyg any enden. 


vours, in order 16 obtain any promiſing ad- 
vantage, or to avoid any threatening evil, in 
 Fommon tife, as it does againſt making utc of 
means in the important concerns of our ſouls 


and in reference to a future world. For 


it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the divine purpoſe 
can be made void, any more in the one cate 
chan in the other. According to this way of 
_ arguing, trade and commerce, the labours 
of huſbandry and all the employments of ie, 


mult be ata ſtand, For who, among all che 


_ buſy morals on earth, can foretel the event, 


ar aſcertain ſucceſs? Who can tell, however 


10 promiſing the proſpect» but Jehovah's purpoſcs 


may render all his comrivances and all bY 


» 


in our cleAlion. . 71 


her upon this principle, we muſt not cat our 7 
common food, nor feek the needful refreſh- 


ments of fleep'; for it muſt be confeffed, that 


we are abſolurely i ignorant what the purpoſes 
of God may be, as to the event, in either caſe. 


{"jt be His divine determination that we ſhall 


live in health and vigour, what occaſion for 


the one or the other? if not, whar good will 


hey do us? For his purpoſe 72 tand, and 5 


he zoill do all his pleaſure. But hes 


| notwithſtanding this, ever took it unto his head 
W to 5 the principle, and thus apply it to 
the affairs of the preſent life? None, ſurely, 
| but a fool or a madman. While we have 


our ſober ſenſes- in exerciſe; however firmly 
we may believe the exiſtence of eternal decrees; 


or howe ever clearly we may diſcern the inter- 
Faſition of providency, on ten thouſand different 


occalions-z we never ſuppoſe that thoſe ever- 
laſting purpoſcs⸗ or theſe providential interpo- 
inions, were deſigned ro ſuperſede the uſe of 
means, or had any fuch tendency, as ro the 


concerns of 7ime, Why, then, ſhould we ſtrive 


to ſeparate the end from the means, in things 


of inſimitely greater importance ? The dictates 
of [nipiration, the maxims of philoſophy, the 
copycat of common ſenſe, and the general 
conduct of mankind ; all unite in utterly diſ- 
wowing ſuch a procedure, as irrational and 


abſurd to the laſt degree. 


Further: This objection endes no leſs 


azainſt the infallible forekrowledge of God, 


thay againſt his Large. This e from 
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mp hence. 1 is perfect in e 
Ihat knowledge which is abſolutely per 
ca admit of no increaſe. All the ons, 
therefore, of moral agents, and all the even: 
conſequent upon them, were, from eternity, 

preſent to the divine Mind, and open to his 


omniſcient eye. And as all things future were 


included in his all- comprehending view, be. 
fore the world began; ſo it would be abſurd 
to ſuppoſe, that any event ſhould ever take 

place, otherwiſe than as He foreſaw it. With 
c equal reaſon, therefore, might the objeftor in. 
fer from the divine preſcience, that the uſe. 
of means, to attain any end, is vain, as from 
the doctrine of predeſfination. For, between 
the foreknewledge and the purpoſe of God, 
there is a cloſe and inſeparable connection, 


To illuſtrate the point, and apply the argu- 
ment to my preſent purpoſe. Allowing tlc 


perfect toreknowledge of God, the objector 
may thus argue againſt the uſe of means, te. 

ſpecting his eternal ſtate. The forenov 
* ledge of God is perfect. From ctern hc 
t viewed my final ſtate. Either he force 
me ſeated on a throne of bliis, and exulting 
e jn a ſenſe of his favour ; or loaded witl 
„ chains of darkneſs, and groaning in tle 
ee agonies of endlefs deſpair. As he from 
I's wal viewed me, ſo it muſt (inevitably 

© be; for perfect foreknowledge is infallible, 
3 oY eternal ſtate is, thercfore, a faxed point 

eiiien the. Deity. What need, then, of the 
. uſe of means, to avoid puniſhment or ob- 
win e 2 Frye and warch/ulgets, al 


* 
Yo, Yah 
* 
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* profeſſion, are entirely in vain. If the Om- 
« niſcient foreſaw me happy in a future world, 


united aid“ 
much propriety and force, as that which 


the decree of election. But the truth , 


the end, but alſo foreraw the means, with 
[rhcir application and uſe, as connected with 


y holy, and by the uſe of means whic grace 

| itould render effeftual,——Hence it appears, 
chat the objector muſt. cher give up his ar- 

| Sument, or deny that his Maker js perfect 3 8 
| Which to do, is to undeify the God that it 


tavourite notions about ſree-agency and the 
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cannot be miſerable. If he foreſaw mne 
ee miſerable, I ſhall not, I cannot be happy; 
though all the angels 3 in heaven, and all the 
men upon earth, were to aflord me their 


This argument, 1 Nandi ee Fe wears 
the face of probability to as great a degree, and 
Jiafers the objection, I am now refuting, with 


is formed and the inference from it, pF 


neither that nor this, has the leaſt force. 3 
propriety. Por, as Jehovah, when he decreed 
the end, appointed the meant and the applica» 
[tion of them to their reſpective objects; ſo, 
Fin his eternal preſcience, he not only wiewed 1 


the final event. As he foreſaw none in the _ 
Fabodes of darkneſs, but ſuch whom he viewed 
Jas guilty, and walking in the ways of deſtruc- 
tion; ſo he determined to bring none to glo- 

ö 25 b. it in a Way becoming himſelf, as pero 


above. This, indeed, with a bold impiety, 
many have done; in order to ſupport their _ 
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_ deſtination ® ; being well aware, that whocycr 


not poſſeſſed of ſuch a foreſight in other 


e dealing hardly, if not unſuſtiy, witb f. 


1 Vind Evang. Chap. 5. Dr. DoDR. Let p. 99, 100. 
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liberty of the Human will, in oppoſition to the 
dottrine of ſovereign grace and divine pre. 


allows the eternal and perfect foreknow!- 0; 
of God, caunor. conſiſtently deny his Ge, 
reſpecting the final ſtate of men. This the 
Socinians have freely acknowledged. 41. 
« mitting, ſay they, the infallible prescience of 
all future contingencies, - Calvins docirine WAN 
of the prede/ſtination of ſome, by name, :o 

« life, and of others to death, cannot hc rc. 
e futed . They, therefore, do their to 
endeavour to prove (horrid to think!) 1 
He who formed and governs the univertc, i 


words, that he is not God. This they de do, by 
much the ſame arguments chat others , in 
He morn: to the doctrine here maintained. 


"To the Feeling objeAions ſome, perhaps, 
may be ready to add, with an air of con. 
' fidence ; Does not this doctrine, it its ine 
66. parable. connections, repreſent thc Mott 
w High, as partial in his conduct towards lis 
cc creatures, and as a reſpecter of 970 ? ag 


ft 


greater part of mankind ?“. —In anſur r 0 
ated obſerve ; That, as to the charge 0 
, and reſpect of AIR here ex übel 


. Hoch NB. Sorin Confut. Tom. . Dr. OWENS 


fl ene Scgin. c. 4. 8 . 195 WI it's. OEeon. Fu. 9 
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gainſt the divine conduct; it is entirely void 
bt the leaſt foundation. For wherever ſuch a 
charge may be advanced with propriety, againlt 
auc conduct of any one, it mult be in the affairs 
Wot 17m unerative, or puniſhing juſtice, and where 
Nie rulcs of equity are more or lefs tranſgref. 
ad; but cannot poſſibly have place in matters 
Wo! /vereigu favour and mere bounty, of which 
Wind is election. For inſtance : It we conſider 
poerſon in the capacity of a Magistrate, as in- 
Wc with the executive power of the crimi- 
Wn2llaws of his country, and behold him inflic« | 
tg tbe penalties annexed to their refpettive 
W crimes upon ſuch offenders as are poor, and 
mean, and of little account in the world; 
while he ſuſfers others of nobler birth, more 
clevated rank, and affſuent circumſtances, to 
eſcape with impunity; we have great reaſon 
to remonſtrate againſt ſuch a procedure, as a 
Jculpable partiality, a criminal reſpect of per- 
ſous, and as no other than a perverſion of juſ. 
tice. But, if we conſider the ſame perſon un. 
er the character of a benefactor, and behold 
him diſpenſing his favours among his indigent 
neighbours, in order to relieve their wants 
and render them happy; we never imagine 
that he is under any Obligation to ſhew an 
equa! regard to all who may ſtand in need. 
duppoſing he diſtribute his bounty in the 
greateſt variety, to the favoured objects of 
us beneficence; ſuppoſing he load ſome with 
avours, While others, who ſtand in the ſame 
ned, are entirely overlooked , ſhall we ar- 
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raipn his cones” as EP or call bim a fe. 
pecler of. persont? By no means. The reaſon 
s,, we here view him as having a right, 4 4; 
We . * A0 bal he witl with his own. Were not ie is 
tba cafe, there would be nothing indecent, , 
1 after he had manifeſted: his beneficent regards 
WF to ſome, others were to come with a com-. 
manding voice, and require his aſſiſtance in tie 
Wit fame way and to the fame degree z than which 
| "= 9 could be more bold and impertine 
WI Heſides, if Jehovah muſt be denominz- 
| 5 A  reſpetter of perſons, and his conduct pro- 
Wi nounced partial, on ſuppoſition that he loved 
and choſe ſome to everlaſting happinch, 
LR while he rejected others and left them to pe. 
rin under his righteous curſe ; if the c 
of his proceedings, in the affairs: of gract, 
muſt be called in queſtion, becaufe he belton, 
VdcCtcernal bleſſings on ſome, and entirely wih- 
WV Holds them from others; how ſhall we in 
=  dcdicate the methods of Providence, in ten 
thouſand different inſtances ? Does not Gol, 
zs to the concerns of religion, afford 10 ole 
| means of grace, his word and ordinance*. ' 
ſome, while they are entirely with-held (ron 
others? And, where they are enjoyed. 5 
be not regenerate and ſanctify ſome, by the 
Fßpirit of truth, while others, who hav the 
ſame external means, continue in (piritua! 
darkneſs and finally periſh? If, then, che . 
WW controllable God may do that in vine for 
ſome, which he is not under any obliguiion 
1 oe a F208 rh none can doube whether he « 
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might, from eternity, form ſuch a reſolution: 


the execution of God's eternal purpoſe.—Si- 
nilar to this, is the conduct of the all-wiſe 
| God towards mankind, as to temporal things. 


bene Governor of the world, is liberal in 
= communicating enjoyments of every kind o 
ſomce; while others, not more unworthy, are 
a their lives ſubject to the greateſt diſtreſſes. 
Aud though there is a vaſt diſparity between 
= 1:00! and eternal bleſſings; yet, if to diſ- 
vngoiſh between his creatures, in beſtowing 
or vich-holding the latter, would any way im- 
peach his character; it muſt, in proportion, do 
bo in che /ormer. For the Judge of all the 
arch muſt do right. And as none can, with- 
out open blaſphemy, quarrel with the. ſove- 
bign diſpenfations of Providence, on account 
of that difference which ſubſiſts between one 
naa and another, in the preſent life; fo none 
ball indulge a captions humour, in finding 
fault with the methods of grace, becauſe their 
q f aker does not manifeſt an equal regard to 
J „ . 
Vor can it be inferred from any thing aſ- 
Wicitcd or implied in this doctrine, that God 
deals bardly, much leſs wnju/tly, with any part 
of mankind, Here let me alk the objector, 
and let him aſk his own conſcience ; Have all 
mankind finned ? Is fin a tranſgreſſion of the 
eme law? Is the law they have broken, 
rigbteous ; juſt in its requirements, and equi= 
table in its fanction ? If ſo, every man is guilty 


vor is divine Providence any thing elſe, but, 


For nothing is more evident, than that the ſu- 
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befoie” God, and every mouth ouglit to be 


ſtopped: for all have deferved to die, to pc. 
iin to be deſtroyed with an utter deſtruction. 
Wo. Either theſe things are acknowledged as un 
doubted truths, or the authority of the Bible 


18 rejected, and divine revelation denied. — 


Theſe truths being admitte d, reaſonitſelf muſt 
allow, that if all mankind had periſhed und 
a curſe, the honor of their Maker, as the ſu- 
preme Governour and righteous Judge, muſt 
have been unimpeached. And if ſo, it is im. 
pPoſſible to conceive how his chooſing fn 


life and happineſs, and his rejeding others, cat 


afford the leaſt occaſion for the charge Tg 


geſted in the objection. For the election 


_ thoſe whom God determined to fave, docs u. 

" injure the non-elect. Their fituation al 
not have been at all the better, if none d 

deen choſen, nor any ſaved. For non- ele 

is not a puniſhment ; it is only the with- hold, 

pf a free favour, which the ſovereign Lord of 

all may beſtow on whomfoever he pleaſcs. 


When the whole world is confidercd 1 As 


0 400 before God, we muſt allow, that he. 4 
_ an unlimited right to determine, about th. nal | 
| fate of men, juſt as he pleaſed. He was 
At perfect liberty to determine, whether le 
would ſave any, or no. He might have telt 
all to pexiſh, or he might have 1% lg the fal- 
vation of all. Or, he might purpoſe to 1v9 
ſome, and reject others: and, ſo determiu ng, 
' he might love and ſave, he might condemn 
ang deſtroy, whom he pleaſed. Surely, then, 
| = 15 it cannot be abſurd in reaſon, or en 


n 
Menn 
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with the Swine ebe der to, ſappoſe that ha 
a&ually has choſen ſome to infinite glory, and 
en to punith, others with everlaſting 
torment. To acknowledge that all have fin- 
oecd againſt God, forfeited his favour, and de- 
{rc to perith ;: and at the fame time to ſup- 
W polc, thatche might. not leave what number he 
W pleaſed to condemnation. and wrath, imply a. 
W couradicion. For they who might not be 
g rejected, whether more or fewer, muſt havg a 
W claim on Jehovah's favour ;: conſequently, not. 
W jy liable: tos periſh, Which! ie.comrary to the 
ſuppoſition | oy 
t is eternally Gt ehav God: ſhould: de all : 
| things. according to his own. pleaſure. His 
;nfoite greatneſs, majeſty, and glory, certain. . 
ly entitle him to act as an uncontrollable So- 
| vereign, and. that his will chould in all things. 
take place. He is worthy, ſupremely. worthy, 
of making his own glory the end of all that 
be docs; and. that he ſhould make nothing 
but the aer of his own wiſdom, and rhe 
determinations: of his own will, his rule in pur- 
ſuing that end, without aſking heave: or counſel. 


1 WU of any creature, and without giving an account. 
13 en bis matters. It is perfectly agreeable, 
\e that He who is. infinitely wiſe and abſolutely, 


perfect, ſhould order all things. according to 
| his own will ; even things of the greateſt im- 
| portance, ſuch as the complete falvation, or the 
eternal damnation, of ſinners. It is right that 
fe-ſhould thus be ſovereign, becauſe be is the 
lirſt, the eternal Being, and the fountain of 
xiſtence, He is ths Creator Si all wings, 
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FO they are abſolutely and univerſally depen- 


dent upon bim; it is, therefore, entirely con. 


ſiſtent with his character, that he ſhould act a; 
the ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth. 


Further: It this objection. were founded in 


with, God comd not exercife mercy in his own 
right; nor would the bleſſings of his grace he 
his own to give. That of which he may not 
diſpoſe as he pleaſes, is not his own. 


of his creatures, they having a claim upon it ; 
for it is abſurd to talk of giving to any one, 


that ro which he had a right in equity.-—but 


what would this objection make of God ? 


| „ FX Muſt the High and Lofty Ox be fo circun- 


feribed in the exerciſe of his grace, that he 


muſt not manifeſt it at his own pleaſurc in 


beſtowing his gifts; bur, if he diſpenſe hem 
to one, muſt de obliged to give them 10 an- 
other, or be obnoxious to. the charge of bar. 
tiality and cruelty ? Shocking to think ! The 
very thought is blaſphemy, I his impions 
imagination ariſes, abſurd as it is, from the 
high opinion we form of ourſclves, and the di 
' minutive thoughts we entertain of our N aker*. 
But why ſhould the objector be o wich 
N eee about the honour of divine pullice, 
in the conduct of God towards mankind, uon 
ene that he has choſen ſome and re 
jeected others? Why ſhould he not b&as muc! 
Loncervedd, leſt the glory of his Maker {ould 


* One 2 a ſtain, by the final rection of a all the 
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his own, he cannot make a preſent of it to any 
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aate ? Certainly, there is equal, if not ſuperi- 
or, reaſon. Why then, does he not plead the- 
cauſe of thoſe. old apoſtares, thoſe damned ſpi- 
nis, and quarrel with God becauſe he has. 
ken more regard to fallen men than fallen“ 
WS ang; ? Vet he is under no pain on their ac- 
count; nor ſo much as once ſuſpects, that the 
divine character will, loſe any part of its glory, 
ccauſe they are all, without one exception, 
* the objects of Jehovah's. cternal vengeance... . 
But, very. likely, he concludes, that he-, 
daſerde to be damned. True: and do not: 
nen; If not how ſhalt 1 ſpeak it? the, la = 
f God is unrighteous, for it denounces da.. 
nation as the deſert of fin ; the death of Chriſt 
as an unneceſſary and ſhocking. event; "the 
(apiial paris of the Bible, unworthy of the 
at regard; and the diſinguiſbing Aoctrines of 
Chriſtianity, no better than a dream, a fable 
a groſs impoſition on all who believe them. 
Wichout admitting this fundamental truth, that 
nea, conſidered as ſinners, deſerve. to periſh _ 
ever; we can behold neither equity in the 
uu, nor- grace in the goſpel. The eternal 
eclitude of the great Lawgiver, and the ami- 
able glories. of the wonderful Saviour, are 
ite obſcured; while the whole œconomy of 
gdemption, as revealed in the ſcripture is 
WT crown into the urmoſt canfulion. Conſe- 
WF 30<nty, the objector has no alternative, but 
Is to give up his point, or blaſpheme his 
%%% ² SY a Tn, 
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he truth maintained may now be conſider - 


"00 K 07 grace, o as it reignr By 


ed, by way of improvement; as it reſpeRt the 
careleſs inner and the real chriſtian. As 
it refpects the careleſs inner. Is this your 
character, reader ? If fo, it is happily adapted 
to ſtrike your conſcience and alarm your "of rs: 
to arouſe your lethargic ſoul, and awale 
oral enquiries about eternal things. You 
nabe ifcen that ii 18 3 righteous thing with 
God, to Execure juſtice on all who are gul- 
- wy mah that, if he had left all mankind t 
periſh, none would have had a right to com- 
plain. Now, though he bas, of his mcre 
grace, choſen a number of the fallen race, wok 
determined to bring them to glory; yet . 
Hons are left to ſuffer the awful defert of Fare 
Crimes. How, then, do you know, but this 
may be your cafe? Remember, thoughtich 
mortal! that if you be rejected of God, you 
' are. loſt for ever. And are you ſtill uncon- 
cerned about your foul? then you are a con- 
__ demned creature... The ſentence of a broken 
law, and the wrath of an awful Jadge, abide WW : 
upon you. You are in the hands of an on. 
; ded God, and ſhocking to think] you are ata 
1 dreadful uncertamty, what he will do with you, 
De: It may be, you are ſometimes afraid Wil *: 
5 what will become of vou; afraid Jeit you BY 
| ſhould have your portion in the Jake, w! hich 
burns with fire and brimſtone. Yes, and be 
it known'to you, that while you are habitu- 
ally careleſs about your eternal intere{ts, and 
à ſoverof pleaſure more rhan a lover of God, 
vou have reaſon to fear. Your apprehenſons 
by 35 n 7 h have a real foundation 
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You have reaſon to tremble every moment. 


y deſerved. Your injured Maker and affron- 
ee Sovereign may iuflict it upon you, and be 
nighteous, and holy, and glorious in it. How- 
ver dreadful it now is, in your apprehen- 


| the execution, on your part as a criminal; 
neither the one nor rhe other can render it 


ſuſtains the character, of a univerſal Sovereigu, 
i 1 Joe | 5 __ 7 4 1 if} 135 | t 1 11 SEE 
| is deeply concerned in puniſhing the guilty. 


| being, yet you have no reaſon to complain of 
| mjuſtice, except you can form a perfect eſti- 


rable acts of rebellion, againſt unlimited au- 
tority, infinite majeſty, and boundleſs per- 


degree of guilt, with the intenſeneſs and du. 


ration of the puniſhment, pronounce them un. 


bellion againſt infinite Majeſty wuſt ariſe, in 


the boundicfs empire of God? We may bold. 


but He who is poſſeſſed of that peerleſs ma- 
ty, can ſolve the queſtion, Meditate on 
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But you - will do. weil to remember, that 

though you be ever ſo much afraid of the ſi- 
nal event; though everlaſting damnation be 
ever ſo dreadful, yet it is what you have juit- 
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bons; or however intolerable it would be in 


che leſs righteous, on the part of God. Von 
mould remember, ſinner, that your Maker 
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and righteons Judge. His honour, therefore, 


Though damnation be worſe than the loſs of 
mate of what degree of guilt attends innume- 
tection; and, upon a jult compariſon of the 


equal. But Who can tell to what an enor. 
mous height, the guilt of one ſingle act of re- 


ly affirm, chat none but the Omniſcient; none 
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do alarm thercareleſs inner, and awaken the drowſy formalil. 


. cheſk awful cruthe's and may the Lind: enable 
you to flee from the wrath to come */!. 


Does my reader profeſs to believe and em. 


diner this divine truth-? Has he taſted cha 
the Lord is gracious, and is he a real christian? 


This doctrine informs him, whence his 1:29. 
pineſs flows, and to whom the glory is due, 
By it he is taught, that Grace is an 2%. 


Hovereign; that the diſpenſes her favour: ty 
homſoever ſhe pleaſes, without being ſub. 
ect to the leaſt control. Here ſhe appears, 
maintaining her rights and afferting her ho- 
mours, with a grandeur becoming here! 


Ves, reader, this doctrine preſents you with 


GRACE ON THE THRONE; while, like an 


herald, with a friendly importunity and com- 


manding voice, it cries in your ear ; Bow 
THE K NEH —— And as this doctrine preſ-n's 
vou with a view of grace, in its ſovereign olo- 


ry; ſo it points our the objects of cternd 


love, as ina ſtate of the utmoſt ſecurity. For, 


4who ae lay any thing to the charge of Cod 
_ ele} ! To know your intereſt, therefore, iu 


the election of grace, is a matter of greas in. 


, Portance: and that ſuch a knowledge is at 


7 Fend it appears, 1 As 5 do rine an God's gen: ral and 


10 equal leve to mankind, and the ſentiment of univerſal reden pt 101 


are too evidently calculated to lull the conſcience allcup, une 


* +. "> Tale Kerry pea and deluſory hope, of intereſt in the Redeem! 
end happineſs by him, where there are no evidences of regele. 


ration, nor any proofs of love to God and his ways ſo the dot- 


ttrinc of eternal, diſtinguiſhing 22 and of the RIcdiator'sſub- 


ſtitution in the Read of the chien feed, have an obvious 1£1dency, 
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nainable, is evident from that exhortation of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; Give all diligence to mate 
your calling and election fure ; sure to your 
own mind, and fatisfattory ro your own con- 
(icnce. That ſuch a perſuaſion, grounded 
W [© (cuth, is intimately connected with a chri- 
WT {1120's peace and joy, is beyond a doubt. Nor 
mere any other difficulty in attaining the 
certainty, than what attends an undoubted 1 
perſuaſion of our being called by grace. Who- 

W cr has a right to conclude, that he is called 
by che goſpel and converted to Chriſt ; may, 

from the very ſame premiſes, infer his elec- 
uin. For none but thoſe that were choſen to 

ie and happineſs are born of God, or be- 

ec in Chriſt. ———H, then, you eſpouſe the 
WT doctrine, you ſhould not be ſatisfied with 
W nmcrcly avowing the ſentiment, as an article of 
Hor belief; but ſhould conſider it as a truth 
W according to godlineſs, and ſeek for the ad- 
W vanages reſulting from it. For you will find 

of little avail another day, that you adopted 

de ſentiment into your theological ſyſtem; if 

ou have never experienced any benefit from 
ma way of humility and love, of conſola- 


ich experimental religion, you ſhould medi- 
ait on it; conſidered as thus important, you 
" WH {04d endeavour to vindicate it from the hate- 
ner BW charges of the ſons of pride. NO LN, 
Ss Again: Are you, on divine authority, not 

only convinced that the doctrine is true, but 

| ao perſuaded of your intere/t in the love it 
reveals? remember, then, the exalted privis 
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tion and joy. Viewed in ſuch a conneQion 
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1 aul, 28 a fruit of lis electing love, hath called | 


hs t to which vou are e Choſen vou 
are, to a participation of grace, with all 
immenſe donations; to the fruition of glory, 
With all. its eternal felicity. n,, the 
Aiſication, adoption, sandt Hcation and pere. 
rance in faith; theſe, chriſtian, with all tha; 
inconceivable bliſs which reſults. from the en- 
joyment of God himſelf, are the bleflings d. 
ſigned for you in the decree of Hledion, - 
Surely, then, with ſuch bleſſings in hand, und 
ſuch proſpects in view, it is but reaſonable 
that you ſhould be entirely devoted to God, 
and live his .obedient ſervant. If gratitude 
have any perſuaſive energy, if love have any 
conſtraining influence ; here they ſhould opc- 
rate with all their force. Henceforth th: 
glory of God and the honour of that adorable 
Perſon, by whoſe mediation you come 10 en. 
Joy theſe wonderful favours, ſhould be 25 
main concern and the end of all your act 
Remember alſo, the honourable ch9r 4:7 
conferred upon you in the ſacred wriings 
Among thoſe names of diſtinction which 
people of God bear, that of, zhe elect, is none | 
of the leaſt remarkable. Of this character 
the Spirit of wiſdom reminds believers, chen 
he urges upon them the duties to whict: they 
are called. 1% are a chaten generation 4 pe 
culiar people. Would we know to what n 
they were choſen, and why they are ap 


5 rty? the following words infor. us. 
That JE. ſhould fhew forth the praises e l, 
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Hereis the chriſtian's duty. in general, and to- | 


perform it ſhould be his conſtant buſineſs: for 

he was chosen in Christ, that he might be holy 

and without blame before him in love. dd, 
Or, is my reader one of thoſe to whom the 


remark would be applicable; ** This man en- 


* tertains high notions in religion, and pre- 
« tends to qublime attainments in knowledge. 
« Eternal purpoſes and absolute ſovereignty ; 

 unchangeable love and distinguiſbing grace; 
« are his favourite topics. Vet he lives m 


| © the open neglect of rhe plaineſt precepts and 


« the moſt important duties. While pride 
and covetouſneſs, wrath and malice, with 
various other unſanctiſied tempers, govern 
* his conduct, and render him a ſcandal to a 
* religious profeſſion.” 


fons ; and wo to that profeior, to whom it 


may be juſtly applied! If this be your caſe, _ 


your ſtate is awful indeed. You may dif- 


| pute, as long as you pleaſe, in vindication of 


divine ſovereignty, in the affairs of grace; 


but it will all be to little purpoſe, either to 


yourſelf, or to others. For it is plain, that 
you are an enemy in your heart, and a rebel 
in your life, againſt that infinite Sovereign, 


| Whoſe rights you pretend to maintain. You: 


virtually deny his abſolute authority and re- 
nounce his ſupreme dominion, by ſuch a ne- 


dect of his precepts and ſuch a tranſgreſfion. 
of his laws. Sinful appetites are che law you. 
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The very thonghe 
of ſuch à reflection is grieving to godly per- 
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. obey, and carnal pleaſure. the end you purſue; 
While your Maker and Lord has neither the 
affection of your heart, nor the ſervice of vont 

hands. May that omnipotent, ſovereign 
grace, of which you talk without any experi- 
ence, deliver and fave your ſinking ſoul ! Fox 
verily, it would be hard to find a more ſhocking 
character out of bell. 8 
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1 Graces as it reigns in our efeetual Ca 


2 have en, in 5 preceding chap-- 


vereign, in the decree. of election. Let us now 


its benign influence, in the regeneration and 
Hectual Calling of all who {hall ever be faved.. 
Election makes no alteration in the real 


dercd, in that gracious purpoſe, in a ſinful, 
dying condition; ſo they continue in that .. 
tuation, till the energy of the Holy Spirit, and 
the power of evangelica! truth, reach their 
hearts. The means being decreed as well as 
the end, it is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 


1 accompliſh the great deſign of eleQion, that 
all the choſen, in their ſeveral generations, 


ſhould be born of the Spirit and converted to 


Y Jelus ; called of God and bearhis image. 


| That important change which takes place 
| inthe mind and views of a ſinner, when con- 


Vverted to Chriſt, is frequently ſignified in the 


infallible word, by being called of God called 
by grace; called by the goſpel * In perform. 13 


ing this work of heavenly mercy, the eternal! 
Spirit is the grand agent, and the divine Word . 


is the honoured. inſtrument, —Are men, i in a 
x 5 i 9.) Cal. 1 16. heft . 14. 
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. ter, that grace preſided in the eter- 
dal counſels, and reigned, as an abſolute ſo- 


conſider the ſame glorious grace, as exerting . 


{tate of its objects. For as they were conſi- 
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go . Oo Grace, as it reigns 


natural ſtate, conſidered as alley in fn, and 


dead to God? when they are called, their 


minds are enlightened and ſpiritual life is com. 


municated. The Spirit of COL , wo 


the conſcience by the truth, quickens the d. 

 finner ; ſhews him bis awful ſtate, and 4 
his fears. I ſuid unto thee, when thou ct in 
thy blood, Live 1 he dead ſhall hear the vice 


| _ of the Sou: of God, and they that hear ſhall lib: 


— Aware thou that fleepefl.—Are they cor. 


ſidered as having departed from God and at 


a diſtance from him; in the way of deftru-. 


tion, yet afraid to return? then the vit 
of the golpel is; Return to the Lord, and he 
| evill have mercy upon you ; and to our Ged.j, fur 


be will abundantly pardon.— Him that conct 

10 me, I will in no wiſe cast out. Such a re 
velation of grace being made in the ge {pcl; 
ſuch invitations being addreſſed ro periſhing 
ſinners ; the Spirit of truth, in effectual cal. 
ling, gives them encourägement from tick: 


declarations to return to God, and enables 


them to look for life and expect falvariou, from 
the hand of Him againſt whom they have in. 
ned, and from w hom they have fo deep!y re. 
volted, Such, in a general view, is the mn. 
ture of that heavenly bleſhing, which is the 

en of our preſent enquiry. 


That any ſinner is called out of ON in 


marvellous light, is entirely owing to d 5 
grace. God called me by his grace t, | 
language of Paul; nor do any of he ſalnts 


Acribe their converſion to any aer Caulcn 
11 MO Feuer 15. 
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7 In our OY 


5 | Man, being by nature dead in "Go; un anacquaint- 
ena with its evil, and clated with a fond conceit 


of his own abilities ; looks upon his offences. 


21 againſt God, rather as pitiable failings than. 
F ſhocking | crimes. He extenuates his faults, 
aud over-rates his duties. He depreciates the 
Ws work of Chriſt, and places his dependence on 
3 his OWD fuppoſcd good performances. Being 


Ws cuircly Ignorant of his own moral weakneſs, 
Ws tc toral corruption of his nature, and the ex- 
dase demands of the divine law; he endca-. 


ours, if be has any concern at all about his. 
W (ol, to eſtabliſh his own righteouſneſs, as the 

a principal ground of his acceptance with the 
high and holy God. He truſts in ſome gene- 

Y uf mercy, to be exerciſed towards him through 
W [cs Chriſt, to make up the deficiencies at- 
3 ö tending his own fincere and well-meant at- 


BY , to perform his duty. In caſe of 


q | a relapſe into open and dada ſins, he 
W faticrs himſelf with the hopes of pardon, and 
or having an intereſt in the love of God; if 


W © does but forfake his paſt tranſgreſſions, be 


Worry for them, and amend his ways for the 
W jiuture. This, he thinks, 1 is the obvious 'and 
W caly way, of placating an offended. God, and 
W obtaining the divine favour. —— —0n ſuch” A. 
| andy foundation are the hopes of the gene- 
$ :ality built. Thus we lie, afteep in fin and 
| dreaming of happineſs ; on the verge of a 
dreadful precipice, yet unapprehenſive of dane. | 

ger; till reigning grace exert its influence, to 
recover us from our native ruin. 
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ſeience and pratified his pride. For, now, 


1 156 8 1 is further made ſenſible of his natu- 


0 


But, when che Spirit of God convinces of: 
in, by the holy law, and manifeſts its cnten- 
| fire demands to the conſcience of a finner ; 
when he is informed that every fin, ſubjc:s 
the offender to a dreadful curſe; "7 his 
fears are alarmed and his endeavours 4 are 
quickened. Being arouſed from his Piru 
| lumber, he is more carneſt and punt! in. 
the performance of religious duties; in en. 
deavours after holineſs, and in the purſult of 
happineſs. He is not content with that care. 
leſs and ſuperficial way of performing deva- 
tional ſervices, which before ſatisfied his con- 


guilt burdens his ſoul, and conſcience. ſhar. 
pens her ſting ; while the terrors of the Al. 
| mighty ſeem to be {et in array againſt him, 
| "The duties he has neglected, the mercics hs Nee 
as abuſed, and the daring. acts of rebellion he. 


Has committed againſt his Maker and Sore: he 
. reign, crowd in upon his mind and rack his. de 
very ſoul. The juſtice of the ee er ap- W 
pears ready to vindicate the law, as holy and a, 
good; aud, like an. incenſed adverſary, un. WW {1 
. ſhearhs ve lard mad makes a lond demand. To) 

for vengeance, In fuch a ſituation, he cannot 
but earneſtly ſeek to eſcape the impending car 
ruin. But yet, his heart being deeply Icaycu- f 
ce with legal pride, and unacquainted wit del: 
de divine righeouſnels ;. he labours to ob- tha 
main falvarion, as it were, by the works US % Ty 


—When, by the Spirit and word of No 


ral depravity, and of the defects attending bis Rae 
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and that a perfect righteouſneſs is abſolutely 
neceflary to his acceptance with the eternal 
judge? then his hopes of ſalvation. by his own 


the law comes, ſhining in its purity and ope- 


pire. 


ne perceives a propriety, now he feels an e- 
| nergy, in thoſe emphatical ſcripture-phraſes, 


a helpleſs infant, grovelling in its blood, and a 
| fliby cow Wallowing in the mire ; by a dog in 


Now he freely acknowledges, that what he 


kack. xvi.g, 6. 2 Pet, ii, 22, Rom. ii. 13, Mat. 
Wii. 27 c 9 8 7 5 | 


beft performances; when he conſiders how 
very imperfect they all appear in his own eye, 


obedience . vanith, and his apprehenſions of 
eternal puniſhment increaſe. Thus, when 


rating on his conſcience with power, in is re- 
| vived'; a ſenſe of deſerved wrath poſſeſſes his. 
ſoul, and his former ſelf.righteous hopes ex. 


He now reflects on his paſt ignorance and 
Phariſaical pride, with the greateſt amaze- 
ment and the deepeſt ſelf. abhorrence. How- 
ever reluctant, he is" obliged to give up his. 
former exalted notions of his own moral ex- 
 cellence, and is compelled, with the poiluted 
leper, to cry out; Unclean unclean ! Now 


which deſcribe the ſtate of a natural man, by 


love with his vomit, and an oben sepulchre = 
emitting the abhorred ſtench of a putrifying 
carcaſe *, Theſe objects, he is fully convin- 
ced, are infinitely leſs offenſive to the moſt 
iclicate perſon and the keeneſt ſenſe, than 
at moral pollution is, which has defiled his 
Ihole foul, in the fight of an holy God. 
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uſed to 0 upon as trivial Genes. are 
Shocking crimes... He is thoroughly convinced, 


that the various tranſgreſſions of his life, how, } 0 
WW ever vile and enormous, are fo many Pen 115 
from a corrupt fountain within; that they [an 
proceed from a deſperately a wicked heart * ie E 

Wk is amazed, he is confounded, when he rc!!:4; 
won his indred corruprions, and views his native WR 
| depravity. His eyes being opened to behof K 
the ſpirituality and vaſt extent of the divine s 
law, he confiders his whole life as one con- 
tinuedſcene of 1 iniquity. For, inſtead of living 25 
crvery moment of his time, in the uninmerr: tel 2 

and moſt fervent love of God, as the luw re. 
quires, he finds, to his grief and ſhame. that x 
he has lived in the love of ze and in ſelf. 3h 
love, having been all his law: ſelf. pleaſing, ab. 
Wis end.- Viewing the Holy law, s » i 
Wo” tranſcript of th divine purity, he plainly fee: . 
that he is no leſs obliged to love God with all C : 
the powers of his foul, for the fake of his in : 

__ Finite excellencies; than he is to avoid the hor- 1 
rid crimes. of: murder and adultery, !n 2. i 
word, he conſiders himſelf as the chief f. 
nere. The ſentence of the law, though terribe . 
do the laſt degree, he allows to be juſt. The 13 
eexccution ok it he cannot but dread ; et, 
from his heart, he acquits both the law andthe 7 
Lawgiver, of any the leaſt unrighteous ſcveri- .“ 

ty, though he ſhould: never taſte of mercy. i, © 
His language; is 3 The law is is Just, and deat. 
ade. m 
. © al 
1 Ni 9. Mark vis 21. 2 ar 
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obbing with anguſh and bathed in tears; 
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W 6d in thought and indulging reflection, 
bout his ſtate and his danger.—“ The law, 
how holy, which 1 have tranſgreſſed! the 
curſe, how awful, which 1 have incurred! 

My crimes, how numdbus ! their aggra - 


vations, how dreadful | How ineffably 


wretched my ſtate ! for my foul, my im- 
mortal all, is in the utmoſt jeopardy. — 
What ſhall I do? whither ſhall I flee for 
refuge ? Shall I look for relief to carnal 
* enjoyments and ſinful pleaſures ? ſhall 1 
* quaif the ſparkling bowl, or frequent the 
circles of polite. amuſement | Such a pro- 
cedure would enhance my guilt and en- 


rea my torment ;. would be like ſeeking 


an aſylum in hell.--Shall I plead, with 


« 74 C 


my Sovereign and Judges that 1 have not 


been fo wicked as others? But how ſhall 
prove the fact? or if 1 cad, the debtor. 
that owes but Ay pence, having nothing 
to pay, is equally obnoxious to an arreſt 
and a priſon, with one that owes froe hun. 
dred. For Jehovah declares, Curſed is every. 


* one that continueth not in ALL things, which 


are written in the book of the law to do 
tem. - But have 1 performed 79 good 

works nor any obedience from which 1 
may extract ſome comfort, on which I 
may build my hopes of acceptance? Here 
alas Jam entirely deſtiruc —conſcious I. 
am that I have not loved God, that I have ET” | 
not * bis e And Without theſe 


4 — — — I wür . - — 
— > — — rot = 2 > = * 3 __ ; 
— . — — — — — — — — 1 * r n = - — — — — 
— —— — 2 — mr — — — 
: — - . : — — — —— — — —— — — — — : * 
- rr — — — Songs ER * ** 2 = — _— > — 
- — PRI ” =_ . a . — - 4 
— a . i — - 1 — — _ — — —— - 
— — — — 5 < : - ' 2 2 — : — — 5 
< — . 1 , 3 : — - — n — open Cn - _ — — — 
—— 8 — .. = 7 N us 8 — — — — — 2 ———— — — — — 22 — — = | 15 
8 3 — — — — — : — — — > he — — a = — 
* 4 — —UH — — — RE. — <a. Af No — —— . . — —— 
1 —— — - — —— 2 — — — —_—_ — ˙- 22 — X — h Wn ers = — — — - 

- —— — — —— — 2 - . , 44 — 

. 4 a — 8 8 — En — = NE —— D 8 
5 5 A _—_ 


— — 


Is © — 
r 


— 
— 


: 96 1 of Croce, a as it reigns 


there is no acceptable obedience. My 


d very prayers need an atonement, and my 


e rears want waſhing-— -Shall I promiſc 
30 amendment and vow reformation, it He, 
ce to whom I have forfeited my life, will be 


v6 pleaſed to ſpare it? Shall 1 ſay, with him 


ein the parable that owed ten thouſand . 


* Jents; Have patience with me, and I vill 
L Day. thee all? This would be an evidence 


e of ſuperlative pride, and an inſtance of 
«the greateſt folly. My debt, like hie, is 


enormous; and would my Creditor com. 
pound for the widow's two mites, I ſhould 
e ſtill be infolvent. I row find, by <xpe- 
cc e that I am utterly without ſtrength, 
But ſuppoſing I poſſeſſed abilities, and 
„ were to perform a perfect obediencc, i 
future; this would make no amends for 
< my paſt tranſgreſſions : the old and i1cavy 
« ſcore would {till ſtand againſt me. Hat 
* my offences been committed againſt a fc. 
* low. creature, J might poſſibly have been 
* able to make compenſation. But they arc 
* againſt my Maker; to whom I owc i 
time and talents; all that I have and d 
that Iam. one man ſin againtt anith', 
the judge shall judge him: but if a man ji 
again the Lox b, who hall intreat for hin; 
% or how ſhall the offender atone for F 
« crimes? It is the infinite JeHovan, again 
hom I have finned : it is the ererna! S0. 
<< yereign of all worlds, againſt whor | have 
e rebelled: who, then, ſhall intreat for we! 


0 « Les, 1 have. "roo. on infinite autho 


2 


e 


* wanſitory pleaſures 


A 


I mr Callin. of: 


T « city. The language of my ſtubborn heart 


„and abominable conduct has been; Who is 


dhe Lord that I ſhould obey him? As the uni- 
I © vyerſal Governour, I have renounced his 
8 < dominion, and ' ſeated ſelf on the thront; 


« as my conſtant Bene factor, I have abuſed 


his mercies to his diſhonour-———[nfinitely 
perfect and fupremely amiable, as He is in 


« himſelf, 1 have neither loved nor adored 
« him: 1 have treated him as though he de- 
« ſerved neither affection nor reverence. 1 


8 © have. ſhocking impiety ! 1 have preferred 
the vileſt laſts and the gratifigurion of the 
„ worlt of appetites, to his honour and ſer- 
vice. How have I neglected the divine 


„ word and facred worſhip :? I have treated 
** the Bible as if it were not worthy of a ſe- 
„ rious peruſal, and, in fo doing, have been 
« a practical Dei. The aflembiies of the 


„ faints, my cloſet, my conſcience, all bear 


teſtimony againſt me, that I have lived, as 
without God in the world. Or if at any 
time I have attended religious worſhip in 
public or private ; how have I mocked my 
Maker? I have behaved myſelf in his aw. 


F<. 


0 


ful preſence, as thougk he had been a 


{4 


cared how he was worfhipped. When 5 


4 4 pretend O acknowledge my fins, my 


* confetſions froze on my formal lips : and if 


I | alked for heavenly bleſſin gs, | it was as 1 


dchough I had little or no neceſſity for them. 
Wich delight and avidity I have purſued 
and vicious enjoyments; 
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66 but as to the "worſhip of God, I have been 
% ready to cry; O what a wearines:s i; i! 
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/ Grace, at it reigns 


% J have ſaid to God, it has been the lan. 
% 'guage of my heart and conduct; Dep; 


from me ; for I dgſere not the knowledge :/ 1 
% ways. What is the Almighty that I H 
* ſerve him? and what profit ſhall j hav if i 
„ pray io him4? Can 1 doubt, then, can! 
% queſtion for a ſingle moment, Whether! 

* deferve to die, deſerve to be damned 
„ Damned! dreadful puniſhment! Imagina. 
tion recoils at the thought. The idea 

„ chills my blood. Heaven avert the tin. 


«« pending, the righteous vengeance |— nr, 


„ God is juſt; and juſtice requires that fi 
* ſhould not eſcape with impunity. Does it 
. not follow, then, that my eternal mifery is 
e inevitable? In what other way can the 
« rights of the Godhead ; the honour of d. 
vine holineſs, truth and juſtice, be ma 
„ rained? If no other way can be found, 
+ .ywretch that I am! I am loſt for ever.” Thus 

he lies at the foot of ſovereign mercy. 


As a rebel againſl the Majeſty of heaven, 


and conſcious that he deſerves to periſh, he 
lies deep in the daft of ſelf abaſement, aud 
low at the footſtool of divine grace. But | 
2 being at ſake for eternity, and not being 
funk into abſolute deſpair, he venturcs to ad- 
dreſs the bleſſed God. Being well perf:ded, 
that if his requeſt be granted and his perſon 
accepted, his foul ſhall live; and, thei i 11 
pPraper be rejected and his perſon abbourret, 
da can but die. With trembling hands and 3 


+ Job zi. 14, 13 


4 


faultring lips, he therefore rhas proceeds, 


4. ſentence of death, and if Ferernally periſh, 
pet Thou arr righteous. My mouth muſe 
be ſtopped: I have no right to complain. 
« But is there nothing 1 in thy revealed cha- 
| © rafter, which may encourage a miſerable 
| © creature and a guilty criminal, to look for 
„ mercy and hope for acceptance? Art Thou 


haſt thou not ſent him forth, as a propitia- 


% wrath, 1 would flee. - Yet if repulſed, I 


x 
* 


* glory of thy compaſſion. However, as a 
* ſupplicant at. the throne of grace; as a 


© bear it as 
y IO: ae 
1 2 


in our ir Calling. | Ok 99 
throbbing! hare; with down-caſt looks and 


« Offended Sovereign] I am juſtly under 


| © not a compaſſionate Saviour, as well as a 
« s God ? Is not Jeſus thy only Son, and 


&« tian through faith in his blood? To Him, 
| © therefore, as my only aſylum from divine 


dare not, cannot object; for 1 have no 
claim on thy mercy. Only, if ir ſeem 
„good to Thee. to ſave the vill of ünners, 
the moſt wretched of creatures; if it pleaſe. 
"Thee to extend infinite mercy to one who” 
* deſerves. infinite miſery, and 1s obliged to 
«* condemn himſelf; the greater will be the 


„ periſhing ſinner who has no bope, but n 
„ forercign mercy in the blood of the croſs: 
lan reſolved to wait, till freely received 
* or abſolutely. rejected. If rejected, I myſt. 
Yjuſt K deſert ; if zecepted, bound- 
all have che giary? ame: hus 8 


bh tat none of my readers imagine, that the 1 
6f annita here deſerided. is W 98 a * fandard i 


1% 0 Cface af i regis. 


the name and the work of Jeſus forbid d. 
ſpair and ſhed a beam of hope on his be. 

nighted and diſconfolare foul, tf 
One would imagine, that the olpcl of 
reigning grace ; the tidings of a free Savio 
and Fu} ſalvation; would be embraced with 
the utmoſt readineſs, by a ſinner thus convin. 
ced. One would ſuppoſe, that fo ſoon as c 


N 


for their experience; or that 1 would limit the iy 
One of Iſraef, to the ſame way and manner of workiay 
bn the minds of finners, when he brings them to know 
_  themielves, their ſtate, and their danger. I have ne 
ſuch intention; being well aware that God ien e. 
reign, and ads as he pleaſes in this, as iu all ot'er 
things. For thongh every ſinner mult feel his want 
before he will either ſeek, or Aecent wiek, at the 
hand of grace; yer the Lord has various ways ic 
make his people willing in the day of his over 
Some he enlighieus ig a more gradual way, aud draws 
them 10 Cbriſt by geniler means, as if it were with ie 
cords of love's while he ftrikes conviction into the 
minds of otbers as with 2 voice in under, and /udun 
as à flaſh of lightening. They ave. brought ti the 
very brink of deſpair, and ſhook, as it were, over the 
bottomleſs pit. Nor have we any buſineſs to inguiic 
into the reaſons of this difference in the divine conduct. 
As the Lord faves whom be will, fo be may bring 
them to the &rowledge of his ſalvation, in what way 
vnd by what means he pleaſes If zny one doubt, whe 
ther bis eonviciions be genuine; let bim remember 
that the queſtions he ſheuld aſk himſelf, in order to t. 
tain ſat is ſaci ion, are not; © How tons did. I lie under 
them? To what a degree of terror did they proceed! 
% By wha#means were they wrought ?“ But,“ Worst 

__ *Fand true ia my cenfcience, that T have Hunted and tio 
e dtgſer ve to periſh! 13 it a fact, that nothing but grace” 

.. ** the grace of God can relieve me? These ate the 
queſtions which, demand his notice, and a ſuftable . WW ar; 


. we ere Fatt ies oe ee Ei. 


=> 


Wer lolyes the query. 
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heard the divine report, he could not forbear 
crying out in à tranſport of joy; * This is 
te the Saviour I want! This falvation is every 
£6 way ſuitable to my condition. Perfect in 
© itſelf and free for the unworthy ſinner. 
« Wonderful truth! aſtoniſhing grace! What 
e could I have, what can I defire more? Here 
[ will reſt; in this J will glory. — But, 
alas! this is not always the caſc. Obſerva- 
tion and experience prove, that the awaken- - 
ed ſinner is frequently backward, exceedingly 
backward, to receive comfort from the glori- 
| ons goſpel, This ariſes, not from any defect 
in the grace it reveals, or the ſalvation it 
brings; not becauſe the ſinner is under any 
neceſlity, or in any diſtreſs, for which it has 
not provided complete relief; but becauſe he 
does not behold the giory of that grace Which 
reigns triumphant in it, and the dg of Gd 
in making ſuch a proviſion. He wants to find 
bimſelf ſome way diſtinguiſhed, as a proper 
object of mercy, by holy tempers and ſancti- 
hed affections. This is a bar to his comfort: 
this is his grand embarraſſment. In other 
| words, he is ready to fear, that he is not . 
fciently humbled under a ſenſe of his fins ; that 
he has not a suitable abhorrence of them; or, 
chat he has not thoſe /ervent breathings after 
| Chriſt and holineſs, which he ought to have, 
| before he can be warranted to look for ſalva- 
tion with a. well-grounded hope of ſucceſs“. 
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| * Here it ſhould be well oſerved, that deep diſtreſt, 
| ariſing from the fear of hell, is not required of any, in 
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1 07 Grace as it reighs,. 


—Thus the ſinner, even when bis conſcience 
js 1 phyronſ with — 4 and 1 defiro; 


> ads. 


Whence i It 1 tink the genuine fell le. 


nial of the golpet, is the dardeſt facrifice to 
human . 


But grace reigns. The Spirit of ruth, a 
$i principal part of whoſe buſineſs it is, in the 
- economy of ſalvation, to teſtify of Chriſt aud 
of ſovercign mercy by him; ſtiſſ calls the poor 
alarmed wreich, by the goſpel. Evidencing 
to his conſcience, not only the 4l. rr 5 
Hut alfo the abſolute freenc/5, of the glorious 


WA 


Redeemer. Manifeſting, that there arc . 
good qualities to be obtained; 15 Tightcous 
Adds to be performed, either to gain an te. 
reſt in him, or qualify for him. Shewipg, vc 
further, that convictions of fin, and a fe fe of | 
want, are not to be accounted en of our 
. J J. with Chriſt and falvation by bim; 


order to peace with God: for fuch Aiftrefs doe not 
long to the precepls of the law, but to its curſe. fel. 
rityipg apprehenſiops of  eteroal puniſhment, = re 10 
part of that Which 1s required of ſinners, hut of is 
fitted on them. There is, indeed, an evangelical 
Sorrow for fin, which is our duty ; 3; which is comma 
<9, and has promiſes annexed toit: but legal terrorh, 
procceding from the curſe of the law, not from ite pre. 
cept ; N A ſenſe of danger /rom the law, ©: bet 
than of having done evil again the law, arc 10 
marks of love to God, or of an holy temper. * 
awakened Gnner, therefbrs, wiſhing for ditti«{(-s c 
this kind, is a perſon ſeeking the | miſery of unbelich 
that he may obtain a permifſion to believe. Soc B= 
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N in our Calling. MT vg 


ceſlary to our believing in him, on any other 
accbunt, than as a /enfibility of our ſpiritual 
poverty and wretchednefs, renders a ſupply, in 
a way of grace, truly welcome. Theſe are need-. 
ful, not as inclining God to give, but as dis- 
poling us tc receive. A finner will neither- 
ſeck nor aceept the great atonement, till ſen- 
hell, are what he deferves ; and what, with-. 
out the propitiation of the adorable Jefus, he: 
mult unavoidably ſuffer.. e 


Chriſt, under that character by which he call 
us. Now it is evident, he invites us by the 


preached to ſuch, and rhem the goſpel calls; 


| the ſubjects of the east good diſpoſition. Yes; 
diſconſolate ſinner, be it known to you, be it 


* are a glorious proviſion made by the great 
* Sovereign, and by his grace as reigning, only for 
rd the guilty and wretched—PFor ſuch: as have. 


thing of their own, on which, to rely; and 
jeſus Chriſt was intended for the relief of 


benefcent deſign of God, aud ſuch is the ſa 


nor ought they to be eſteemed previouſly ne- 


üble that divine wrath and the damvation of 


I take it for granted, that we muſt come to 


name of ſfinners. As ſinners, therefore, miſe-. 
rable, ruined ſinners, we muſt come to him for 
life and: falvation. The goſpel of peace is 


| even ſuch who are not conſcious that they are 


never forgotten by you; That the goſpel with. 
all its bleſſings, that Chriſt with all his fulneſs, 


thing for that purpoſe. The undertaking of 


lach as are ungodly, altogether miſerable, and 
| without hope in themſelves. Such was the 
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latary genius of his ele ras 
viſhing truth! enough, one would think, to 
make the brow of melancholy wear a ſmil., 
Let me iadulge the pleaſing thought, and o 
more expreſs the charming idea. The bie 
ſings of grace were never deſigned, to Ciltin. 


guiſh, che worthy, or to reward merit; bit 


to relieve the wretched and fave the deſperate, 
| Theſe—hear and rejoice! —theſe are the pa- 
tentees in the heavenly grant. Vea, "as 
have an exclufe ve right. For, as to all ſich, 


who imagine themſelves to be the beter /o1t 


of people; who depend on their own duties, 


and plead their own worthineſs : who arc na: 


willing to ſtand on a level with publicans and 
- karlots ;. Chriſt bas nothing to do with then, 
nor the goſpel any thing to ſay to them“. A 
they are too proud to live upon alms, or 10 
be entirsly beholden to ſovereign grace for all 
their ſalvation; ſo they muſt not take it amiſs, 
if they have not the leaſt aſſiſtance from that 
quarter. They appeal to the ous and by it: 
they muſt ſtand or fall. 
He, therefore, who believes i in Chriſt, T6 
lies on him as the justifier of the ungodly. Nor: 
does he conſider himſelf in any other light, 
br as bearing any other character, in that ve-- 
r moment when he firſt believes on, Bim: 
it he did, he could not NEO: on bim eas the 
Juiſer of ſuch. The on y encouragement 
2 ſinner has to apply to Chriſt for all that be 
oo Wants. confilt—nor. a0 A copſciquſnels of he-- 
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ing poſſeſſed of any pious diſpoſition, of ha- 
ving come up to terms, performed any con- 
ditions, or being any way different from what 
he was before —but, in that grace which 
reigns and is proclaimed in the goſpel. Ves; 
the free declarations of the goſpel, conecrning 
the Saviour, contain a ſefſhcicnt warrant for 
the vileſt ſinner, in the moſt deſperate cir- 
| cumſtances, to look for relief at the hand of 
Teſus Chriſt. Such as, I came not to call the 
| righteous, but ſinners to repentance —T he Son of 
man is come to seek and to ste, that which was 
loch Look unto Me, and be ye savecd, all the 
ends of the earth-—Come unic Me, all ye that la- * 
hour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
ren. Him that cometh to Me, I will in no ite 
cast out—-Whezoever believeth in Him ſhall not 
periſa, "rat Pawy erernal life; OS 


In theſe, as in many other ſimilar paſſages 
of holy writ, the ſinner is encouraged to look 
to the Lord Redeemer, with aſſurance that, 
in ſo doing, he ſhall not be diſappointed-——to 
look to Him, not as one whoſe character and 
ſtate are different from thoſe of the world in 
common; but as a guiky creature and ready 
| to periſh, Theſe free declarations are found. 
ea on the glorions undertaking and finiſhed: 
| work of Chriſt, who suffered for the unjust; 
who died for men, while /inners and ungodiy; 
| and who reconciled them to God, when they 
were enemies. So that all things are ready, for 
the ſinner's enjoyment and [happineſs ; here, 

u a life of faith and holineſs; hereafter, in 
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| 106 e Grace at it reigns 


the 91190 of glory... Theſe divine teſtimo. 
mies, are only a: ſpecimen of what. might be 
produced on the occaſion : and they, toge- 
ther with others of the fame import, are the 
Proper ground of our. faith in Chriſt, or de- 
pendence on him, for everlaſting ſalvation. 
Hence, it appears, that the ſinner who 1: cf. 
fectually called of God, is not bed by the Ho- 
Iy Spirit to believe in a dying Redeemer, un. 
der a perſuaſion of his being now diſtinguiſh. 
ed from his ungodly neighbours. and former 
ſelf; or, in other words, of his being a much 
better man than he was before, in virtue of 
any} good habits or qualities; nor docs his 
comfort ariſe from any ſuch ſuppoſed altera. 
tion. No: the divine Spirit does. not bear 
witneſs to our ſpirits, concerning our own. i1- 
| heremt excellencies; or inform us how much 
ee ſuperior to others: but, concerning 
the all. ſufhiciency, ſuitableneſz, and abſolute 
freeneſs of Chriſt, and of all the bleſſings in: 
cluded in his mediation. The baſis of a 0 
hever's hope, and the ſource of his ſpiriual 
joy, are not 2 conſciouſueſs that he bas done 
ſomething towards his own falyation, call it 
_ believing, or what you will—but, the pruth he. 
believes apd the Saviour on whom he relies 
Wich truth, poſſeſſed in the deut, is alſo the 
7 ſpring of his holineſs, 
A ſimer being "brought, under the influ 
_ ences of the blefled Spirit, and by the inſtru· 
mentality of the goſpel ;;. to renounce even 
falſe confidence, and legal hope, and 
| Rn: the. Moſt High, to pour go 


* 


tempt on every righteouſneſs which is not in 
rock of ages; cleaves to him, as the only 


able to ſuve to the uttermost, all, without ex- 
ception, who coe to God by him. Now a 


beholds, with amazement, how God can be 
juſt, and yet the juſtiſier ofthe ungodly. The 


unveils its infinite ſtores to his raviſhed ſight, 
and the goſpel pours its healing balm into his 


inds a ſufficiency in the glorious Immanuel, 
| not only to ſupply all his wants ; but to make 


in him he reſts completely ſatisfied. He who, 


* 


tounded at che tribunal of conſcience; who 


nighteous if he did not pour out his venge- 


| Tights of quſtice, and an everlaſting founda- 
non for his ſtrongeſt confidence. This won- 
derful expedient, fo well adapted to glorify 


ws heart, aud praiſe flows from dis lips, 


7 


K 


* , 3.75 
pet A * 

* 3 

ue 


ow aur Cain. aq 


all reſpects perfect; /cans on Chrilt, as the 


hope of the guilty ; and rejoices in him, as 
new ſcene of things opens to his view. He 


juſt God, and the Saviour, appear in the ſame 
point of light. Now the everlaſting covenant 


wounded conſcience. ſeſus Chrift, and his 
rizhreouineſs, are now his only hope. He 
him infinitely rich and eternally happy, and 
but a little before, ſtood trembling and con- 
could ſcarcely. imagine, that God would be 


ance upon him; finds the work of the hea- 
venly Subſtitute, a full vinchcation of the 


God and ſave the finner ; he bcholds with 
| alloniſhment, and contemplates with rapture. 

Yes, beholding Grace on the throne, he bows, 
adores, and rejoices. Gratitude abounds in 
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08 1 Of Graee as it reigns 


he cheriſhed in his boſom again 


ducing 
had been finally obdurate and eternally mie. 
rable; when he thus reflects, he is filled with 
a pleaſing aſtoniſhment. 
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When be refleds' on his preſent unworth. 
neſs and former ſtate, beholding what enmity 
his Maker: 
when he conſiders how carnal his affection- 


how ſtubborn his will, how proud his heart; 
how often he had, in his conduct, adopted the 
language of thoſe who ſay to the might, 
»Depart from us; for we defire not the fe. 
Jes of thy ways ; he is amazed that he was 


not long ſince tranſmitted to hell. When be 
further conſiders, how loth he was to bow to 


divine ſovereiguty, and ſubmit ro heavenly 
mercy ; how long he reſiſted the calls of pro- 
vidence; how often he ſtifled the remon- 


ſtrances 1 conſcience; and, that if leſs than 
an infinite Agent had been employed in re- 
an obſtinate rebel to obedience, 


On a compariſon 
between what his ſius have deſerved and what 
God has beſtowed, he cannot forbcar es. 


claiming ; “ What hath God Wrought ! what 
2 miracle of mercy | 
a demonſtration, that his Calling is to be ak 


P He is convinced, t0 


cribed to grace, reigning grace alone, He 
bolt perſuaded that God was the firſt mover 
in this, as well as in every other blefling be. 
ſtowed 4 in every other benefit enjop cd, d 
promiſed. When he meditates upon his cab 
ling, his language 95 „ am found of Him, 


„ hom I neither Need nor ſought. ls 
| of manifested' th me, after whom 1 did not cu. 


. He will fay, * 1 am Know! 
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in our or Calling. 3; 5 109 


« God; I am apprehended of Chriſt :?? rather 

than,“ 1 bknow God, I apprehend Chriſt *,” 
| Thusto be called of God, is an inſtance of 
reigning grace, and an evidence of diſtinguiſh. _ 
ing love f. Happy are you, reader, if you 
| know, by experience, what it is to be called 
| by grace. If ſuch be your ſtate, it becomes 
| your duty and buſineſs, to walk worthy * 
your calling : for it is high, holy, ee 
Tes, believer, your calling is truly noble. 
| You are called out of darkneſs, groſs darkneſs 
into marvellous light ; and out of worſe than 
Egyptian bondage, into the glorious liberty 
| of the ſons of God. You are called our of 
the world, and from communion with the 
wicked-and unregenerate ; into the moſt in- 
| rimate fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Called you are, out of a ſtate of open rebel- 
lion againſt God, and painful anxiety of ming 
imo a ſtate of reconciliation and friendſhip 
| conſcious peace and heavenly joy. What i 
| ſhall I fay ? You are called from the flavery 
of ſin, to the practice of holineſs ; into a ſtate 
of grace here, and to the cvjoyment of glory 
hereafter |] In ſhort it is the High God that 
called you; it is the way of holineſs, in Which 
| you are called to walk; and it is the anfa- 
Gag: inheritance the eternal TS: you are 
1 Lake x xv. 4 Fg! Rom. 1. 20, | Gal. 3 "do 9. Philip. 1 5 
Jer. i ,, 005 e 15 | 
1 Philip. iü. 1a. . | Heb: Ra 1. 
1 Fer. ii. 9. Gal. v, 13. 1 Cor. i. 9. and vil. 13. 


Col. lil. 1K 1 Theſf. iv. 7. 1 Pet. 10 1. Gal. 1 1 ' 
Ih, ii. 13. . „ 13 2 
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„ 110 9 Grace, as it reigns 


4 ale: 10 enjoy. Here is your kleledncl 
and here is your duty. The conſideration ol 
tddheſe things, as a noble incentive to obedi- 
ee nce, ſhould fire your heart with, godly zeal ; 
I fſhauld fill your heart with chriſtian gratitude; 
| ſhould direct your feet in the paths of duty, 
and manifeſt its conſtraining influence throug| 
. your whole condu et. 
And you that are e hs; bow aw. 
1 ful your ſtate ! If you leave the worid in ſuck 
|} a ſituation, you are loſt for ever; you die to 
ce.ternity. For none ſhall be glorified herc- | 
after, but ſuch as are called here. If death 
|  fhbuld ſummons you hence, before you arc 
converted to Chriſt, what: will become of = 
ou? as dry ſtubble you muſt fall into the 


023.4 4 


hands of Him, who is 2 conſuming fire. — ou 
may. entirely. peglett the concerns of your 


W foul; you. may, for a ſeaſon, triſſe with che 
_ affairs of religion, and hear the goſpel with 
| 2 careleſs indifference ;. but, if grace ſhould 
not interpoſe for your reſcue, dreadful will be 
Wk. the iſſue. The word of God and: the gotpe! 
of Chiiſt, will be a ſwift witneſs againſt you 
another day; will be the ſavj,jꝭ of death un 
F'  gcath io your ſoul; while God, even Goo 


himſelf, will be your eternal enemy. Conſide- 


tie, e that forget God, tz oft be tear you in 
ti pieces and, there be none is deliver * lf you 
attend on a preached goſpel and frequent tlie 
houſe of God, do not take it for granted that 
you muſt needs be a chriſtian,” becauſe you 
FO make; a;public Fairen, and . 2 cool af- 


1 


| "ak" 


6 ; 


ke our Calling. 


left a reſpectable character behind you among 
your fellow finners. A poor compenſation 


this, for the loſs of an immortal foul, and an 
awful iſſue of a religions profeſſion ! God 


grant that it may not be the caſe with my 
| reader |— by 
evangelical notions, received by education or 


imbibed under a goſpel miniſtry, for true cone 

de ſſion and faith in the great Redeemer. A 
miſtake here is fatal, and has been the ruin 

of multitudes. A profeſſor may be wiſe in 
doctrinals, and able to vindicate the truth _ 
againſt its oppoſers; while his heart, far from 
being right with God, is entirely carnal ; cold 


as ice, and barren as a rock. Though I un- 
derstand all mysteries and all knowledge and 
bave not charity; love to God and love to 


they may have of rhe goſpel, who live in fin ; 
ho love not God, nor ſeek his glory. They 
may ſhine in religious converfation ; they 
may diſplay their talents and feed their vai 
ty, by defending truth and refuting errorz 

and, conſcious of ſuperior abilities, may look 


K 2 


Nor let any one miſtake a ſer of | 


bis people, I am nothing. Vain, then, are the bt 
pretenſions of all ſuch, whatever knowledge 
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ſent to the truth. This thouſands have done, 
this you may do, and yet periſh for ever. It 
not divorced from the law, if not renewed in 
your mind and enabled to believe in Chriſt, 
4 2 miferable helpleſs ſinner; it will, in te 
event, be found, that you have only choſen a 
more decei, though lefs frequented path, to 

| the regions of clarkneſs ; and that you are 
damned with the ſingle advantage, of having 


AE 2 1 r 5 
1 


—— 


3 — 
— — 


—ü— ä—äẽ ä — — — — 


— — ——— — 


— > Mt o _- 
——  — —— _ _—_— ho 
— 

* 2 7 

: : SEW 
"7 * 2 > - 2 "& - * * 
1 — 85 +. o — 2 3 

RT — 4 * 


l 
[1 
8 
7 914 
1 
135 
= 
es _; 
x? 14 
1 
1119 
A"! | 
" 
U 14 
= 
7 *. 
> 
: 

of * 

_— 

? . 

{ L 1 
i [ B41 
i At 8 
b, 6 7 
p . 1 6 
{ _ 

! = 1.0 

©, 
; 
f Jos F 
; \ 
\; \ 
1 
- 
L A 
* 
"8 
L 
\ 1 
1 
* 
y C 
2 
© 
i tt 
\ 
4 4 
1 
＋ | 


= 
— — 
Is ren Pa in, = —-— — — nets ne 
2, nan > : 2. 
- — hes 7 


— * r CW 
. * ONT * 
DAN * 5 =; — 1 9 * 2 III - — Ry 4 * 
— 8 CET fg reg wn; — — 
— 5 — — 
* i 2 * — * = == 8 922 3 5 GFR 4 
3 ES 22 * A OW n 
— — * — SES n * CHESS 
= r . £26 — 


— * — 
r 


wt 

2 ISP 

— ZE Q 
* 


© PI. 

lr nel eg 

* 17 ME f 
— ” 2 


EIA 0 Grace, as it reigns de. 


" Join with a ſolemn pride, on perſons of mean. 


er parts and leſs underſtanding in the doc. 


% 


trines of grace; but their ſuperior knowle los 
will only aggravate their future wo, and ren. 
der damnation itſelf more dreadful. 


Of Grace, as it reigns &e. 


07 7 as it reigns, i in a : full, free, and ever 
darling PARDON. 


ARDON of fin. 3 is à bl cling of fuperlas 


tive worth, being abſolutely neceſſary to 
prefent peace. and future ſalvation. Without 
qt, no individual of Adam's race can be happy. 
When rhe conſcience of a ſinner, is wounded 
with a ſenſe of guilt, and oppreſſed with fears 
of divine wrath, it is ſought with ardour, as the 


moſt defirable. ching; it is received with Jo. ; 


as the firſt of all favours. _ 
But, great and neceffary as the Gow is, 
had it not been for that revelation containe 
in the Bible, mankind would have lain mer 
| a {ad uncertainty, whether there was any ſuch 
| thing as forgiveneſs 2with God. Being con- 
ſcious of guilt, yer partial in their own favour, 
| they might have pleated themſelves with con- 
| jcQures, that he would not condemn and deſ- 
| troy l his offending creatures z but they 
could never have arrived at certainty. For, 
by whatever mediums they might have come 
Nabe knowledge of a Deity, as the great Au- 
or of nature and Sovereign of the world; 
by the fame means they 14 7 have known, chat 
perfection is eſſential to the divine character, 


aud, confequently, infinitely oppolite to mo- 


nal evil. But whether ſuch as had rebelled 
*gainſt him might | be forgiven, conſiſtent with 
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inn 07 Grace, a. as it reigns | 


12 his erte and purpoſes, and withou: ls 
peaching his hononr, as a righteous Gover:. 
our; this, unaſſiſted reaſon could not have 
determined. 


fand wild conjectures, about an affair of ſuch 
| vaſt importance. We bave a revelation, 
divine revelation, of the richeſt grace and cn. 
dereſt mercy : from which we learn, 1 805 ab. 
ſolute certainty, that there is forgivens/; 
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fuller, clearer manner, under the Mofaic ccon- 
_ omy. But by the mcarnation and work 0 


_ Redeemer's intereſt; it has received the 
higheſt confirmation, and ſhines in all its glory. 
E Ichovah's pardoning goodnels, was loud) 


ous figure in that ſacred name, by whic!: tne 
God of Ifrael was known to the church in * 

wilderneſs. And the Lord deſcended . 
cloud and ſtood with him there, and procia; 5 


GIVING INIQUITY, TRANSGRE>510) 


But, adored be the con. 
deſcenſion and goodneſs of God ! we arc no: 
left to grope in the dark, and to form a thou. 


our Maker and Sovereign. This revelation 
of mercy is of great antiquity, and almoſt coc. 
val with time itfelf. It was known to the pe 
triarchs ; it was revived and exhibited, 'n 4 


the Son of God; by the commencement of 
the poſpel-diſpenſarion, and the ſpread of the 


proclaimed to Moſes, and makes a conir icu- 


THE NAME OF THE LORD, And the Lord 
paſſed .by before him, and proclaimed ; THR 
Logp, THE LoxD God, merciful and gratis 
o, long-ſuffering, and abundant in go -dneſ 
and truth; keeping mercy for thousand, F. R. 


* * Exod, xX iv. 5 [by . 
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AND SIN. 'Ye to the eternal Sovereign, be- 


log mercies and forgiveneſs, Oy. ꝛoe haue 0 


rebelled againſt him * 


This capital dleſing of the new covenant, 
is repreſented in the bock of God, by many 


ſtrong metaphors, and in a rich variety of 


language; yet all in exact correſpondence, to 145 
the different views which are there given, of 


the dreadful nature and complicated evil of 


ſin.— Is the ſinner repreſented, as all over de- 
fled and /cathsome with the moſt bateful im- 
purity ? his pardon is fignified by the perfect 
leanſing of his perſon and the covering of all 
his filth}. Is he compared to a wretched 
inolvent, and his offences to a debt of ten 
thouzand talents ? his pardon is deſcribed by a 


blotting out of the debr, or by a non impiutas 
tion of it J. Is he likened to a. perſon who 


labours under the weight of an heavy burden, 
which galls his ſhoulders and ſinks his ſpirits? 
| bis forgiveneſs is deſigned by a Hhifting up, 


and a removal of the preſſing incumbrance ||. 


| Are his tranſgreſſions, for their nature, num- 


ber, and effects, repreſented by clouds; black, 


| Joy werings low hung clouds, which are ready 


o burſt in a ſtorm and deluge che coun- 


try? his pardon is deſcribed by cheir tor . 
tion, by blotting them out from the face of 
heaven, ſo that the leaſt trace of them ſhall 
bot remain, nor any mortal be able to tell 
What | is become of them 9. Is ſin pronounced 


* Dan ix. 


} Plal, xiv. 1 xxxii, r. and lexxy, 2. 1 John i 1. 7. Rev. i. . 7 
* Paal xxzii. 4. and li. 1 9. Matt. xviil. 24. ral. W 4+ 
and z2gjj, 1. Mate xi. 28. , ia. zliv. 2 
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i rebellion again, the Majeſty of heaven, and 
che ſinner confidered as a convict, jul going to 
0 be executed ? forgiveneſs is a_rever/ins the 


Sentence, and a remiſſian of the penalty due to 
his crimes. Under ſuch a conſideration, which 

is the proper notion, of pardon, the language 
of a gracious God, is; Deliver him from going 
down 10 the pit, 1 e found a ranſom . The 


Lord is pleafed to repreſent the ſame invaly: 


able bloſling, by casting our ſius behind his back; 


by casting them into the de, $8 ba of the ge, by 


removing them as far from 105 as the east i; fron 


_ the west ; by remembering them no more ; and 
by making scarlet and crimson offences, white 


as vo, yea whiter than snow f. 
In this forgiveneſs grace reigns, and the 


riches of grace are diſplayed. It is an 4. 
lutely perfedt pardon ; and to make it fo, three 


things are required. It muſt be full, free, 
and everlasting. That is, it muſt extend to 
all fin; it muſt be vouchſafed without any 
- conditions, to be performed by the ſinner ; and 
absolutely irreverſible. But theſe things de- 
ſerve a More particular conſideration. 


FR. 1 which is equal to be 


wants of a ſinner, mult be full; including all 
ins, be they ever ſo numerous, extending to 
all their aggravations, be they ever ſo cnor- 
mous. Every ſin being a tranſgreſſion of rhe 
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Bottle; to a dreadful 1 it is pla, that 
if "Ft guilt attending every inde not removed, 


if the penalty due to W ſin be not. tem, 


ted; the curſe muſt fall upon us, and wrath 
mult be our portion. Hence appears the ne- 
ceſſity of a full pardon in order to happineſs. 
And as it is eſſentially neceſſary, ſo it is 
granted. The ſeriptures declare, abundantly 
declare, that when our offended Sovereign 

pardons any of the human race, he forgives | 
all their ſins. For, fays the King, whoſe name 


| is the Lord of Hoſts : I will cleanse them from 


ALL their iniquitics whereby they have ſinned 
against mes and I will pardon ALL ibeir ini. 
quities whereby they have ſinned, and whereby 
they have iransgreſſed agains! me. Charming 


declaration! To forgive fin, is a divine pre- 


rozative. None can diſpenſe the unſpeakable 
favour but God. This he declares he will do: 
and that he will not only forgive ſome fins, or 


2 few, but all ; all entirely. 


Let us hear another ambaſſador from wh | 
court of heaven, The prophet Micah, with an 


ar of thankſgiving and joy declares ; He will ' 


turn again, He will baue compaſſion upon us, He 
will Subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast 


ALL their fins into the depths of the sea+ He 


will turn again; not as an incenſed adverſary, 
o pour out his vengeance; but as a friend and 


a father to manifeſt ] his grace. Beholding with 


pity our miſerable condition and helpleſs cir- 
cumſtances, He zwill have compaſſion upon us ; 


He will relieve our diſtreſs and richly fupply Ni It 


Jer. Xrrili. * I Micah vii. 19. 
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118 Grace as it reigns 
; . 8 fin is the ca of all our 
e ee ings 5. at abominable thing Which + 
deten He will eubdue our ſtubborn iniquities ; 
be ein revors ther guilt by moning' 1, 
Wil and aeitroy their dominion by victorions gracc. 

And, as a further expreſſion of thy pardon. 
ing love, though thy people have offended to 
.eyer ſo high a degree; Thou wilt cast, not à 
few, or the greater part only, but ALI. heir 
fins into. the depths of the ea. Their ſins, 28 
A burden too heavy for them to bear, as an 
| Se too hateful for Thee to behold; thou 
I 


r CA * 
” 


t for ever remove from them, for ever cal 


out of thy fight. Here the falne/; and the 


? 


pe. ;Petuity of divine forgivenels, are expreſſed 


* I WOW Tac, 3 N e ee 14 nnen N 
Will” © with n the force of language.. Another 


infallible, rer and mirror of pardoning mer- 
ey, expreſſes. the glorious truth and celebrates 
the ineffable bleſſing, in the language of cxul- 
ttßtion. Io hear his 2words, is delightful; to 
partake in his oy, is tranſporting. Ie the 
Tard, O my ſoul, and all that is awithin nie, bit): 
bis holy namer— Who forgiveth AlL. thine ini 
guities,, who healeth All. thy diſeaſes*. Such 
Is the language, and ſuch the ground of his cxu- 
berant joy: and a folid foundation it is for 

inceſſant. thavkſgiving.. For when, and 60 
whomſoever, God pardons fm ; he fo forzives 
it, that, ws to the eye of his vindictive juſtice, 
Wk he gees it no mare, there is none to be found; 

wlll here is nope which can he charged upon then 
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Hence: it is, that there i is 10 condemnation to 
Iich perſons“ . 

This forgiveneſs is hs of God, This 
orgivenels, flowing from grace, reaches the 
ouleſl crimes and the moſt. abominable tranſ- 
reſſions. In virtue of it, ſcarlet and crimſon 
Ins are made white as *o00l ; yea, whiter than 
$row | The bloody ſins of. Manaileh,; the 
badnefs of rage in a perſecuting, Saul; the 
iter taunts of the Thief againſt the 809 af -:; 
bod, when both were in their expiring mo- 
nents, and the ſin of crucifying the Lord of 
ory ; theſe, all theſe, with their various 
a horrid aggravations, have been pardon- 
d. Theſe, though inconceivably heinous, and 
me of them ſuch as the fun did never be- 
old, either before or fince, have been for- 
ren by a gracious. God. The blood of 
drift is poſſeſſed of infinite energy, ariſing 

om the ſuperlative dignity of Him who ſhed 

, and is able to clearse from all fin. From 

ch ſin, be it ever ſo heinous ; from all fins, 

& they ever ſo nume rots.— Thus grace, like a 

ghty and compaſſionate monarch, paſſes an 

Et of oblivion on millions and millions of the 

oft aygravated | offences and complicated I 
Ines. 5 

Did the moſt abandoned. profligates Loom WAS 

bar forgiveneſs there is with God; the 

ud no longer be held by the devil under 

Jat inzurious perſuaſion. and | deſtruAive maren 

cre is no hope. Nor would they form the 

It concluſion 3 We have loved Arangers, and 35 
Rom. vide z. n. "BL. „ 5 
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crown. This is encouraging: this is delight. 
ful. Well might the church cry out in a 


98 ja , 2 1 Ero. E 7. Med. u 1 l le 
Axill. 8, 9. ; 1055 Mic. vii. LY 3 . 
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After ted will zoe go 7 —]Jenovani is the God 
of pardons. "This is his name, and this is hi; 
glory 1. For thus faith the Lord; I «il! par. 
don all their iniquities—and it ſhall be to me 4 
NAME OF JOY, A PRAISE, AND AN HONovg, 
before all the nations of the earth, and all the 
angels in heaven; which /hall hear of all the 
ſuperlative good that I do unto them | Aſto. 
niſhing words! The Sovereign of all world; 
ſeems to glory in his pardoning mercy, as one 
of 'the brighreſt jewels in his own eternal 


tranſport of joy; Who is a God like unto the: ? 
that pardoneth iniquity of the moſt complica- 
ted and ſhocking kind; and paſſeth by, with 
the utmoſt readineſs, the tranſgreſſion of the 
remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not bis 
anger for ever, againſt his offending creatures : 
and the glorious reaſon is, a reaſon which, 
ought never to be forgotten; because be k- 
LIGHTETH, infinitely and for ever delizhicth, 


in ſhewing mercy to the molt unworthy, hi. 
ſtreſſed, and N 


Come, then; poor ents i ner! though | 
you aye conſcious that the number and mag- 
nitude of your firs are inexpreſſibly great ; 
come let ns reaſon rogether, and contemplate 
the riches of grace. What, though vou are, 
by gature, an apoſtate creature and a child of 
_ Frank] eee 9447 Have, by innumerable 
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in our Pardon. 13 121 


curred its everlaſting curſe—Though you are 


miſhon ; fins of ignorance, and fins againſt 
| knowledge; like an armed hoft, in terrible 


aloud for vengeance on your guilty head 
Though, to heighten your miſery and 8 
your grief, the enemy of mankind. ſhould 
come 1n like a flood, and load you with hor- 
rid accuſations ; Mord tell you, that you 


vour ſenſations of guilt——And, to complete 
your diſtreſs, though your own conſcience 


verdict, and pronounce the deferved ſentence z 


to be had. Notwithſtanding all theſe deplo- 


is forgiveneſs, a forgiveneſs with God; 


In. beſtowing the invaluable bleſſing. As he 


gavations in the {inner 8 conduct or charac- 


tranſer RY violated the divine law and in- 


grown hoary in rebellion againſt your divine 
| Sovereign, and look upon yourſelf as a mon- 
ſter of iniquity— Though your fins of heart, 
lip, and ofe ; ſins of omiſſion, and fins of com- 


| array beſiege you on every fide, and c al 0 


| have, by your fins, dared God's vengeance 
| to his very face, and folcmnly mocked him in 
your duties; and to ſer a keener edge on all 


turn evidence againſt you, ratify the dreadful 


0 that you are ready to conclude, you are 
almoſt a damned ſoul, and that your cale is 
abſolutely deſperate ; yet ſtill there is relief 


rable circumſtances, there is no reaſon yu 
ſhould fink in deſpair. - For, behold ! there 


and, ſuch is his mercy, he waits to be gracious 1 


derer confers the favour, on account of auy 
ling amiable in the object; ſo he never 
Fith-holds ! it, on account of any peculiar ag. 
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2 85 it reigns 


10 litre this, is to deny that ſalvz- 


— is by grace, Divine mercy is not con. 


dirional, narrow, or limited; not like that 


which is excrcifed by men, backward to in. 


terpole, till ſomething inviting appear in its 


object. No; it is abſolutely free and divine 
ly ſovereię 


Conſider, 0 diſconſolate ſoul! n 13 many 
millions now inhabit the regions of immortal 
purity and exult in bliſs, WhO were once, 
Joathſome with fm and laden with guilt; op- 
prefled with fears and ready to ſink in dc. 
tpair: in a word, altogether as abominable 


and wretched as you can poſſibly be. R cflctt 


A moment, and fee whether you cannot find, 


among thoſe ſpirits of the Juſt made peiſccs; 


' fach who were, by. nature the fame, and be. 
fore mercy-was ſhowed, no better by prac: 
than you,——There you will find, that adept 


£0 every kind of wickedoefs, the idolatrous 
and bloody Manaſſeh®*. There you may {ce 


the perfidious Peter; the man Who, couirary 


to light and knowledge; contrary 10 the 
warnings of his Maſter, and his own moic '0- 
lemn proteſtations ; denied, with oath; and 


curſes +, his Lord and Saviour, who was then 


going to ſpill his very blood for him. There 


you may behold many of the proſligatc Co- 


rinthians ; perſons who were once a reproa'l | 
to their country, and a fcandal to human na. 
ture. While, near to the Son of God, aud 
| ſeated on thrones of bliſs you cannot but cb. 
ers, my of ones r who | 


* 2 Kiogs „ a Chrou. m. oy Mak xiv. 71. 
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in cur Pardon. 123 


-nbrued their 4 in the blood: of the Lord : 
of glory. Theſe make a diſtinguiſhed figure 


among the ſhining hoſts ; the very thought 
of which, muſt revive the heart of the droop- 
ing ſmner. In a word, there you will fee ſin- 
ners of every ſort and of every ſize. So that, 
be your fins like a debt of millions of talents ; 


firmament, and heavier than the had. of abe- 
ſa; yet this fell forgiveneſs ſuperabounds. 


grace reigns in the pardon of all ſin, 


the pardon. of any even the leaſt tranſgreſ- 
ſion, was ſuſpended on the performance of 
the moſt dreadful condition and the hardeſt 


divine law, and ſubjection to the moſt infa- 
mous death of the croſs. As to Chriſt, blood 


dreadful demand; even the pouriug out his 


9 blood, even the blood of the Prince of life 
| and Lord of glory, there is no re miſſion of any 
offences. The atonement of our glorious 


claims of juſtice; which procures the pardon 
of fin, and paciſies the conſciences of men, 
when pained with a ſenſe of guils, | 


be they more in number than the ſtars in the 


Let this be your reſt and this your joy, that 


The next requiſite in a complete pardon, 
is, that it be free; or, in other words, not 
youchfafed on any conditions to be performed 
by the ſinner, —In regard to Chriſt the ſurety, 


terms. The terms, the condition were, his 
incarnation, his moſt perfect obedience to the 


was the rigorous condition; "blood was the 


| 9 blood, was the righteous requiſition of the 
lay and juſtice of God. For, without ſhedding 


High-prieſt is char alone, which fatisfies the 
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lutely free to the pardoned finner. It i; dit- 
penſed according to the riches of divine merey, 
written; We have redemption through his Pla, 
even ihe forgiveneſs of ſins, acepraing to th 


ous cauſe, and this, ad the ultimate end; ar. 


the bleſſing. God for Chriſt's sake bath for. 


runs the ſacred text: But thou haſt not called 


mall cattle of thy burnt offerings, neither ha- 
_ thou honoured me with thy sac rfices. J have 


| me n $Weef cane with m money, neither hat tt 
Filled me with the fat of thy sacrijices ; 2 1 01 
Hast made me to gert with thy fi ns tho hai 


This forgiveneſs. 18, -notwirhſtandine, 50 
and is received in a way of grace. As it i; 
riches of bis grace. The death of Clif 
and the glory of God; that, as the i 
what Jehovah has in view when he bet Now 
given yon I, even I am he, that blattctb ou! © by 
transgreſfions for my own sake. The laſt pa- 
ſage is fo remarkably appoſite, that I cane. 


forbear tranſcribing it more at large. Thus 


upon me 0 Jacob ; but thou hart been «weary 
of me, O Iirael. 7 hou hast not brought me the 


— — 


not caused thee to Serve with an offering nor 
wearied thee with incense. Thou hast Hu 


3 $4 Gs 2 


"wearied me with thine. iniquities. After ſuch 
an heavy charge; rather, after ſuch a %. 
cation of charges exhibited againſt than; win 
could expe but the next words won! flalt 
VENSEANCE, and denounce utter deſtr on! 
But lo! rejoice, O ye beavens! and ſac ui 

for} joy, O ye children of men !——evcry ty 
Jable is. My every word teems wit: cop 

77 Eph. 1. "Ef | 
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in our Pardon, 


lation. 1 N let the worſt of | 
ſinners attend and hear? I, whom thou haſt 
ſo notoriouſly offended, even I am be, that 
blotteth out thy transgrefſions ons; not becauſe 
thou art humble, or any way qualified for my 
mercy, but for mine OWN SAKE; to demon- 
ſtrate the riches of my grace, and diſplay the 
glory of all my eternal per fectiobs. And this 
ſo fully and effectually, that 7 will not remem- 
ber thy sins any more“. Here we have the 
apoſtle's declaration finely exemplified ; Where 
in abounded, grace did much more abound, In 
the inſtance before us, we behold a people, 
highly favourcd of the Lord, neglecting his 


politive appointments, though eaſy co be per- 


formed; we behold them restraming prayer 
before God, and quite tired of his. worſhip. 
1 we hear their Sovereign complain, that 

they have cauſed him to ſerve with cheir ſins, 
and wearied him with their multiplied crimes z-. 
2nd yet theſe impious atheiſtical wretches are 
as Amazing mercy :. Sin abounds 
like a flood, but grace abounds like an ocean. 
If a pardon thus circumſtanced, be not abſo- 
lurely Free, on. the part of the criminal; 1 
think it would puzzle the moſt fruitful inven- 
tion to contrive a form of words to expreſs 
any uch PUBS. 


The foirit. of 1 focalive 17 the 
ſame prophet, in another place, declares ; For 
the iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth and 
note bin; ö 1 e me and was wroth, and he - 
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event on e in the way of 555 Heart 3 
What expedient does the Lord try ext? 9 
One Would naturally expect, that ſince 1+: 
milder methods did not reclaim the obſtinutg. 10 
rebellious, covetous wretches; he would pre. it 
ceed immediately to lay on ſeverer . re 
and make them feel the vengeance of his !if w. 
ed arm. But reigning grace does wonder of 
ſuch wonders, as will fill heaven with halts 101 
jahs to all eternity. I have ſeen hit ways, ſay br, 
the Lord. Surely, then, he will teach r the m the 
not to offend any more, by inflicting an mw 
puniſhment, and making them fignal exam def 
of Is avenging juſtice? Such would be the bre 
determination and conduct of men, in dealing arcſ⸗ 
with a ſtubborn, yet impotent adverſary y. Bu | Sie? 
' Jehovah's methods of reclaiming olicndc:s ſus 
and ſoftening the hearts of his hardened cne- forn 
mies, are not like ours; they are, in a pc amt 
har deer; his vn, and highly becoming pow 
himſelf. | He adds, amazingly . 5 n. 1 
deed !—-he adds, and will heal him of theſe my #7172 
inveterate maladies. I ilk pardon all Hi of- WM inc: 
fences, and lead him alſo in the ways of even 
dience. And, having {hewn him the infir word 
evil of his former conduct, and 93050 ed | i a mo 
heart of godly ſorroy; I will regtore 7 red 
unto him and to all his mourners f. A got! 1ouk | Toe 
ly freepardon indeed! Here grace, re: 210g Oltenc 
grace, takes the rebels in hand. And » what WT for th 
I the conſequence ? Why their. ſpiri tun! al Wl his 
caſes are e their crying Ups are pals E m 
10 Ulis 
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in our Pardon, 127 I 
zoned ; J the Wo of Belial are reduced to obe- 1 
dience, and made partakers of heavenly } joy. "ma 
Let us now conſider fome few of thoſe emi- 1 
nent and everlaſting monuments of grace, as „ 
it reigns in the free. pardon of fin, which ſtand #1 
recorded I in the New Teſtament.—Saul, after- 3 
wards called Paul, was a barbarovs perſecutor: l. 
ofthe dear children of God. The ſacred hiſ- ll. 
torian informs us, that his rancorous heart [> 
breathed out threatenings and /laughter, againſt 71 
the ſaints of the Moſt High. Had it been in his I 
as! he would have dealt about death and 18 
de {tt -u&ion amons rhe chriſtians, by every. 1. MAR 
eee 
breath he drew. Would you fee a further 08 of 
eſcription of his malice and rage, againſt the al 


| 1 aceful and holy diſciples of the bleſſed Te-.. Wl | |! 
Would you behold this tyger in human 8 
. purſuing and devouring the innocent e 
lambs of Chriſt, to rhe armoſt extent of bis e 
power? then read the following words. 
kn them oft in every ſynagogue, and com- | 
polled them. to blaſpheme. And, being Excuen- 
INGLY MAD against ent I perſecuted. thent 
even unto ſtrange cities *. Is it poſſible for 
words to expreſs a more Habolical temper, or 
more ſavage br What had the ob- 
ſects of his implacable fury done, that he was. 
Þ highly incenſed againſt them? The grand 
oflence was, they loved ſeſus and owned him 
for the true Meſſiah. For this he ſtirred up 
il his rage, and would not ſuffer them to live. 
He might well acknowledge, when he came: Wt 
b lis "INE mind; I was a vlaſp mand a 185 ee 
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Sener, and injurious... Ye this man; than 
whom, none can be greater enemies to God, 


none more vile or unworthy : this butcher l 
of the members of Chriſt, obtained mercy. Ou l 

a ſudden, when his thoughts were big with f 
laughter, and his heart thirſting for blog Rn b 


when he was aiming, if poſſible, to extirpate 00 
the chriſtian name, and cauſe the remem. 


brance of a crucified Meſſiah to ceaſe from he 
the earth; then, even 7hen was the time. that I 
he perſecuted Saviour choſe to manifeſt his BY 
love to him. He was called by grace, ſtruck q 
with conviction, pardoned and juſtified, and | 
became an heir of eternal ſalvation, Nor was = 
he required to perform any condition, as in 77 
the leaſt intitling to theſe bleſſings, or quali pre 
fying ſor them. 1 Is it recorded of him, that Y ; 
he was exceedingly mad againſt the chrittians? Wi « 0 
_ His own pen has informed us, that the grace " te 
of the Lord was exceeding abundant to wards , a 
him. 80 that, though Jin 2 abounded, g grace Will «1, 
did Wel more abound. « 7 
But ſome, perhaps, may be bel oi ST 
10 think, that the grace exerciſed towards Paul 4 oa 
Was as extraordinary, as the means of his con- 
verſion were miraculous. let the apoſte Wi © v. 
himſelf determine the caſe, . He ſays, For ibi " 12: 
cauſe I obtained mercy, that——what ? That I 
might appear as a ſingular inſtance of divine Wl «, 
mercy?” that I. might enjoy a favour, not © bo, 
0 vouchſafed to any. of my fellow-511ncrs! " oce 
No; but that. in me fart, Jesus Christ, might pol 


Nef 1 HAY: offering. rox A PATTERN 


10 them who ould REY belizne on him to 
lt if everlaſting *. Hence it is plain, that the 
long-ſuffering and grace, which were mani- 
feſted in the pardon and ſalvation of Saul the 


perſecutor, are to be conſidered; not as a 
particular inſtance of ſovereign bounty, rare- 
if ever to be repeated; but as the very 
cremplar of what ſhould be ſhewed to mil. 


lions and millions of tranigreſſors in ſucced- 


ing ages: even to all who ſhould afterward. be- 
lieve on Cbriſt to like eternal t. 


r Eoh. 1.6 


F That lively, e elegant, and evangelical writer, bas 
ty; when treating on the converſion. of Paul, ex- 
preſſes | himſelf in the following manner. Obſerve 
„this man in his uncoverted fate. He breaths out 
 threatnings and {laughter 2ainſt the chriſtians, 
« Can wy thing denote a more iniquitous and ſavage 
temper ? the roaring lion and the ranging bear, 
 zre gentle creatures, compared with this monſter in 
( 1 uman ſhape.— Still the deſcription of bis barbarity 


every Hucgegve. The practice, not of a man, but 
(devil. — What has this infernal wretch, that may re- 


was + inner on earth, that kad ſinned beyond the 
reach of mercy beyond the poſſibility of Par dons, 
I Wars it muſt be this Saul ef Tarſus, 


4 „ bounded like a flood, divine mercy abounds like an: 


* poſe till ſowethiag amiable and inviting appears in 
*the object. But the grace of God is , 
rich aud infinitely fiee, It prevents the moſt vile 
„aud hardened rebels. It brings every requifite and. 
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ncightens. 4 was exceedingly mad againjt them * 
is 1 compelled them to blaſpheme; and puniſhed them in 


"of a fiend ! Tis the very picture of an incarnate 


' commend him to the divine favour ? If ever there 


7 „ But the divine mercy, diſdaining ail. limits, is 
" overflowing and unmealurable. Where fin has a- 


„ocean. The favour of man is backward to inter- 
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Of Grace, as it re ens 5 


* The | inſtances of Zaccheus ; the publican, 
the Samaritan Woman, and the Philippi 
Jailor, loudly atteſt the glorious truth for 


which I am pleading. Zaccheus was chief 
among the publicans,. and it is highly pro. 


bable, was not the leaſt among the extor. 


tioners. Among his neighbours, his %% 


ment was deteſtable, his character profligute, 
and his company ſcandalous. That bis cm- 
hy n Was detestable, none can doubt, 


hat his character was profiigate, appears 


from hence. The office of chief among the 


_ 4 peeomendation, in its own unſpeakable bene getut 


„ nature. It accompliſhes all its blefſed ende, not by 


an towardly diſpoſition in the fianer, but by thy, 
„one glorious righteouſneſs provivep in the Saviour. 
e This overtoak the perſecutor on his journey to 


% Damaſcus, Light and life were poured upon , 


* nat from any dawn of reformation. in himſchf, but 
from a very diflereat quarter By opening, 26 1 
_ © were a window in heaven, while he was fojourmng 
e even to the ſuburbs of hell. Hr /aw that Jusr 05. 

„He received the ineftimable gif. 


| He was made 
* partaker of the falvation, which is in Jeſus Chrift, 

See, now, what an % this faith has upon tis 
* conduc. It cauſes a total revolution is the ſeuti- 
* ments of his mind. It gives a new bias to crery 
« faculty of his foul, Tt introduces an abſolute change 
into the whole tenor of his behaviour. As great 


„and marvellous a change, as if you ſhould Þchold 
„ ſome mighty torrent, turned by the ſhock © an. 
_* _ *-eafthquake ; and rolling thoſe waters to the eaſt 
I. which, rom the beginning of time, had flowed in- 


* ceſlantly. to the welt. He adores that Jeſus, whom 


he lately blaſphemed. He preaches that faith, 


* which he once deilroyed. And he is ready t % 


ago, he. perſecuted unto death.“ Ther. and 4s 
vol. iii. p. 2335. 234 edit. Ft. 
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piblicans, was whe: no for of Abtabem who 
had not loſt his reputation; no Jew, who | 
was not of an abandoned, ſhameleſs charac- 
ter, would undertake. And that his com- 
| pany was eſteemed ſcandalous, is evident from 
that ſevere reflection which was made on the 
conduct of Jeſus, when he deigned to be- 
come 2a gueſt at his table. They murmured, 
Hing, that he was gone 4 be gueſt with a man, 
| 25 is inner : a worthleſs, infamous fellow. 
A complaint of the fame kind, with that of 
| Simon the phariſee: This man, if he were a 
| prophet, would have known who, and what 
| manner of woman this is that toucheth. him, for 
he is a finner ; A perſon. of ill fame, one that 
Jö a reproach to her ſex. — But, notwith- 
ſtanding the unworthy character or conduct 
of this Jewiſh publican, he is called and in- 
ſtantancouſly converted. No courſe of du- 
ies, prior to his believing on Chriſt, is aſſign- 
ed him. No qualifications, as prediſpoſing 
for pardon, mentioned. 7. his day, without 
any previous preparation, is /alvation come to 
this house. And before our Lord exprefled 
theſe gracious Words, Zaccheus made bee 
came down from the tree — and received bim 
/yfully, Now as things were then circum-- 
aber, in reference to the entertaining of 


Chriſt ; it is not at all probable that he ſhould 


| receive him foyfully, without believing in bim; 
nor could that be without receiving the re- 
miſſion of fins. This, therefore, is a noble 


ſtance of an e free and uncondition- f 


Lake gh = e 


, of Grace, as t reigns | 


Again: 7 The converſion of the Samartas 
Woman“, is an inſtance much to our pur. 
pole. This Woman lived in 1gnorance of 
God and his worſhip, and in the vile practice 
of fornication, till, by a remarkably orici. 
ous providence, ſhe met with our Lord. He 
made himſelf known to her. She bclicycd 
on him; confeſſed her faith in him; aud. 
conſequently received that forgiveneſs which 
is by him. Nor can we ſuppoſe, without 
offering violence to reaſon and feriprure, that 
Chriſt conſidered her as having come up t» - 
any terms, or performed any conditions 
whatever, as qualifying for that pardon and 
thoſe bleſſings which were vouchſafed to her, 

Further: The converſion of the Philippian 

15 Jailor, i is equally appoſite and equally {tron 
in proof of our point, The Jailor was a Gen- 
tile idolater, a barbarous perſecutor, and in 
_ purpoſe, a ſelf.murderer. Vet, being awaken- 
ed in his conſcience, he was directed by an 
infallible Guide, to believe on the Lord Sofi 
_ Chriſt immediately; with the ſtrongeft al. 
ſurance that, in ſo doing, he /bould be lee 
—Had Paul and Silas thought of any pred. 
poſing or qualifying conditions, to be attaine« 
in any way, or performed by any means; 
had they thought the exerciſe of repeutance, 
4 courſe of humiliation for fin, or the evi. 
dences df any degree of love to God, pre 
vioully necellary to pardon and acceptanc: 
no doubt but thoſe ambaſſadors of Chrilh 
who ungen not to declare the Whole coun- 


”y 


8 „e 1 1 * 
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| rion_ of it to the poor trembling queriſt. 
But, as they directed him immetiately to truſt 
in the Saviour, as free for any, free for the 
vet of ſinners, without giving him any ſuch 
mtimation ; we may conclude, that they did 
not confider any ſuch thing neceſſary for that 


pardon. | 1 07 


purpoſe; but I ſhall content myſelf, at this 
tine, \ with ſelecting one. It is that of the 


_ Lies ivnominious death; a death which w: 
nor commonly executed on any gert 


death he was deſervedly brought, his own 


90 of God, would have given 1 jintima- 


purpoſe. Now, as their judgment and con- 
duct, in theſe. important affairs, are acknows _ 
[edged to have been according to the mind - 
ef God; we may aſſert, that there is no 
good diſpoſition, no holineſs nor any fraits 
of fanifieation, POE as rhe Seuchen of 


4 might; produce various . in ances, 
| From the volume of revelation, to the ſame_ 


| Thi:f on the croſs: and as his caſe is very 
remarkable, the reader will excuſe me if Ia 
«Je enlarge upon it. his man died De 


but ſuch as were the refuſe of mankind, and 
guilty of the moſt atrocious crimes. To this 


conſcience acknowledging the juſtice of the 
execution. An hardened villain we find he 
Was according to the teſtimony of two Evan- 
peliſts, even after he. was faſtened to the 
crols. Matthew informs us, that the rHIEV ESC 
al 0, which ore crucified with Chriſt, took up 
the : words of nes and A e | 
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N Vretches ; that they were both guilty ci per. 


7 could he be unacquainted with the meaning 


— 


bittereſt reproaches on the moſt innocent and 


World. This he did when jeſus was in his 
5 dying moments, and when his own body 
Was ſtretched on a croſs transfixed with nails = 


1 concernedneſs about. the "momentous affaits 
def an eternal world. Ie acted as if his ct. 
EL menting others were a relaxation of his own 
13 5 1 Bains. e could an a conduck pro- 
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were 0 by che chief prieſts ſeribes and 
elders, againſt Jeſus the Son of Jod, they 
. for the ſins of men; and cast ane 
in his teeth. And Mark ſays, HEV that 
were crucified with him reviled him+. Hence 
it appears, that they were both moſt obdurate 


ſecuting the dying Saviour, to the utmoſt gf 
weir power, and of blaſpheming his offices 
and work. This vileſt ay miſcreants, jultly 
ee for his own £rimes, could not b. 
ignorant that Jeſus was nailed to the crofs 


for profeſſing himſelf to be the Meſſiah ; nor 


of thoſe ſarcaſtic reflections, that were cal 
upon him by an infolent rabble. Yet be 
joined the common cry ; he poured out the 


a | 


glorious. Perſon that ever appeared in the 


in the moſt ſenſible parts, and racked wita Wl tic 


exquiſite pain. Such a conduct, in ſuch c. WI in, 


_camſtances, evidently diſcovers, | the mot n 


aſtoniſhing degree of impenitence for hi own 00 
-erimes—the, greateſt» poſſible abhorr c = 


the bleeding Immanuel the higheſt infenti- Wi i: - 
bility of his own ſtate towards God, ind: un- 


Mutt A1 l. 4. | Mark Av. ON 
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in br - Pardon. I 


ceed ? Gun dee indeed, but How the principles = 


of atheiſm, and the rage of a devil? 


Such was the ſtate of the Thief, fu Lane i 
time after he was crucificd. Such were the 


qualifications which he poſſeſſed, prediſpoſing 


br pardon. Yet he, vile as be Was, —let 

reigning grace have the gloryI——was par- 
doned. Being convinced of the ſuperlative” 1 
dignity of the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, as well i 


as the injuſtice of his condemnation ; being 


informed of the deſign of bis ſufferings, and ; 


of the nature of that work he was then finiſh- 


ing; when the other thief, his companion in 
vickedueſs, continued his reproachful lan- N 


guage, he rebuked him ſharply, and addreſſed 
| a prayer to the dying Jeſus. In which prayer, 
he acknowledged his Deity; owned him as 


Lord of the unſeen world; and as having au- 
thority to diſpoſe of crowns and thrones in 


glory ro whomſoever he pleaſed. In doing 


which, he paid him the higheſt honour which 7 
mortals can pay to the true God. His peti- 


tion is, LORD remember ME, when thou comet 


linie thy kingdom! Jefus anſwers him with that 1 


mejeſty and condeſcenfion, which become 
none but the Supreme Poſſeſſor of heaven and 
earth. Verily I say unto thee to-day ſhall TEOU 


be with me in | nadiea wth The petition of "00: 


M2 


* How Arise the methods = grace i "Hs morti- 
tying to human pride is the conduct of Chris! 1n the 
time of his public miniſty, he was adteſſed by a 


rery decent, reſpectable, aud appareutly devout | young | 7 01 TOR 
ler. A perſon who, to outward appearance, was 4 


ry promiling, and likely to be a credit to the Re» _ | OO 
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"= Sufferer, as the all- ſufficient Saviour and, 
Bod has engaged to hear, the gracions an. 
ſwer which, Jeſus returned, irretragably prove; 
it. His comprehenſive petition being real; 


_ pardoned and his perſon accepted. 


when he vouchfafed pardon to him conſider: 


* 


reaſon or ſcripture, that this Thief performs 


any intitling or qualifying conditions, en, 


N 


_ recommendations, of worldly property and police 
manners, honourable character and devout address 
. 8 0 was ſent away exceeding forrowful — But here we ke, 
I bold the holy Jefus returaing the moſt gracious ailwer, 


B 


thief, even juſt before he breathed his laſt. 

| quently, he was fo far from having any FecOmmentsa« 
long, either of perſon or character, that every thing 
about him was quite the reverſe. So truc ar 
words, though ſpoken with an ill intent; Hebold a 
SHE Zriend 5 ublicans and ſinners.— The whole have 10 1:2 
NN of a p Nn but they ach are fick, appcars love 


been the maxim on which the Meffiah formed bis con- 
duct. And why ſhould the righieous, the fe bach. 


., elder brother will be diſpleaſed, becauſe the prodigal 

is accepteg, who can help it? Such, however, wi. fc! 
their want and look to the croſs alone for relief, dil 
| | entirely acquicke in the conduct of Chriſt. Being 
| HR 1 103 Well perſuaded, that it is for Ris eternal hong av 
their everlaſting falyation, Luke viii 18—23z. 


dying criminal ſuppoſes faith in the illußf 


0 ; , a the prayer of faith being that alone which f 


granted, we may infer, that bis fins Here 
No Vi; | 


can it, be ſuppoſed, that the dying Redeemer, 


ed him in any other light than that of a 7. 
ftoriqus oficnder a molt ungodly wretch ? 15 ir 
| poſhble to conceive, with any appearance ot 


deemer's fiſing intereſt, But, notwithſtanding all tis 


to the very firſt petition of an abandoned maleſam 


> cient, be offended at this? If they caa do Without 
mwanikeſtstion of ſuch grace, others cannot, Bat ite 


in our - Pardon. a 


dus to the mercy and Funn which 
were granted and manifeſted to him? 
Further can we imagine that the Thief, 
when he faid remember ME, could poſſibly 1 
conſider himſelf as any other than the vileſt OR 
miſcreant “? Yet with great boldneſs and no? 8 
les acceptably, he uttered the words, — Na- 
ture teaches and pride ſuggeſts; This is a 
kind of language becoming none, bur the 
dying lips of prophets, apoſtles, martyrs , 
* {ach who have been eminent for good works 
and pious ſervices all their days.“ Whience; - 
then, could this infamous man derive fuch a 
degree of holy boldneſs; fo acceptable to the -- 
bleeding Immanuel? With what confidence, . ay 
or upon what ground could he ſay, remember 
viz! It is impoſſible, 1 ſhould think, for the 
invention of man to find any other reaſon ; . 
nor can all the hoſts of angels find a Better, Te 
than that grace which reigns. That grace 
let angels and the ſpirits of the juſt made 
perfect, dwell on the charming ſound |! ler 
| the very worſt of ſinners look to it and re- 
| Joice in it !—that grace which was the only 
| baſis of hope for the greateſt apoſtles, and the 
| moit holy among the children of men; is an 
all-ſufficient ground of dependence; even for 
blaſphemers and perſecutors, for thieves and 
murderers ew: for the very corey: f f FL ners. 5 fl 


9 AN 


. en Miao mei, hominis Aaginoß mmi, ſub pecen- · 

E tum venditi, - bipedum pe ſſimi, et pcca torum maxi- 
55 mi; quando veneris in regnum tuum, ut et ego gratiam Wh | | 
„„ eniam apud te, et firmam ac ſecuram ſub alis 1 
wn |! 
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NN plate with joy, the conduct of the Lord 
MM deemer, i in making choice of one, as his con. 
panion to glory, when he made his exit an 


Of Grace as e at 


. we. behold. wh wonder. and conte! = 


left the world. Of one who had—not like 


WIN Enoch, walked with God ; not like Abraham, 
UN r<joiced to ſee the day of Chriſt, and longed 
WIRE for its commencement ; nor like old Simeon, 


waited with ardent. expectation, for the con. 


ſolation of Ifracl-bnt of one who, for anc} 
appears to the contrary, had devored ali his 
V½Im time and his talents, to the ſervice oi Sa- 


tan —of one, whom the ſword of civil juſtice 


ſuffered not to live; and who in the eye of 


the public, was leſs worthy of mercy, than 
Barabbas himſelf, who was guilry of sedition 
and murder; was à vile incendiary and 
bloody ruffan. Aſtoniſhing procedure of 
Judge of the world! Grace, divinely fovercicn 


and infinitely free! When ſach a wretch.is 


ſaved, who can deſpair At that ever-ne- 
morable and amazing period, when the Son 
of the Higheſt was in the pangs of diflulution, 


Jehovah was determined to. ſhew, to all c- 4 


ceeding ages, by an inconteſtible fact: 


the ſalvation which was then finiſhino, 0:17 


nated in ſovereign mercy ; flowed in precious 


_ blood: was <qual to the wants of tb molt 
abomingbly wicked, 5. terminated: it 13s 


4 


own eternal glory, as its utimate dcl1g0. 


Brace indeed ! x Grace, 


08 Not to We thong ght on, but with tides of joy, 
| :ntion!d, but wy "avon of pratic n 
6 955 + I 


hin, this Ks, 


mn our Pardon. 139. 


Can we ceaſe to admire the power of divine 
prac e in the ſalvation of this Thief? What an 
amazing difference takes place, in a few hours, 
as to his character and ſtate ? When firſt ex- 
tended on the croſs, we view him one of the 
molt hardened wretches, whole character is re- 
corded in any hiſtory. Then we. hear him 
pray, and behold him a lincere penitent. And 
jo! before the day is elapſed, his immortal ſpi- 

rit enters the portals of paradiſe, and is bleſſed | 
with the Hearific viſion 3 even while his body 
La deformed. ſpectacle —ſtill hangs on the MW 
gibbet, and declares. to all the world chat he Ft 
vas not fit to live. Surpriſing tranſition! As | 
nuiſance to ſociety and a pet to the public, 
he is brought to the croſs, and from thence 
| is traullated to a throne of glory.— Here, alſo, 
| we behold, in a ſtriking light, the ſovereignty: 
| of grace. For the other thief, though not 
| more unworthy, dies unrelenting, and is Toſt- 
tor ever. Here the Almighty ſhews, that he 
will have merey, on ham be will have Mercy 3. 17 
lor, one ts taken, and the other left... . 

I cannor conclude my remarks, on this very 
extraordinary. fact, without obſerving; That 
as the death of the Son of God was che molt. 
wonderful event, which ever did; or ev er will 

| take place, on the theatre of che world; and. 
43it was intended to be a foundation of hope vil 
for ſinners, in the moſt deſperate caſes ; ſo be 
circumſtances. attending it were wiſely adapted 
to anſwer the gracious defiga in its utmoſt 
latitude, | The Prince of life was numbered? Wt |} 
din 855 ineweraſors 5 was | crucified between 11 
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9 1. He ed, not 1 6070 the l ab | the 
horte of deaths, pur in the worſt of com- diy 
' pany. Nor was this a caſual ching: ic wa; WM (ic 
determined by Jehovah, and the ſubject of an. \ dad 
" cient prophecy. This was graciouſly ordered, | 
in the purpoſe and providence of God, to af. 

ford relief ro the moſt flagrant offenders. — 

iind f the leaſt re ard been paid to mora 
Character and human excellence, 1 in that moſt. 
amazing of all trauſactions; unbelief and pride reig 
would ſoon have concluded, that it was prin. the 


2 | 9 intended for- the more reſpectable pan to ſ. 


of mankind; for thoſe. Who want only a %%% MM fore 


„ aſſiſtance, and could da tolerably well without, not « 
3 0 it. On fuch a ſuppoſtion, what muſt haue | a chi 
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become of thoſe. who conſider themſelves, s curſe 
anal guilty and wretched! What but de. 0 

ſpair, abſolute deſpair, would have awaited the. 
entirely worthleſs ?. though cheſr are the very | the u 
5 in whoſe falvation mercy delights, and. and | 
for whoſe ſake the great atonement was pro- s. 
| vided. Had the companions of Chriſt on thc - erte 
TG. been perſons; of a ſhining character or bd; 
ami and piety ; yea, had they been be cross 
holieſt men that ever lived, and of equal re- Wi © cr © 
pute with Ezekiel's wortbies, Noah, Daniel, AN dc! 
and Job“; though mankind, by common con. dre 
-- ſents, might have agreed to pronouncc ther Wl "icy | 
execution an outrageous violation of juſtice, WM its 
and execrated the judge who condemned My 
them; yet the dying Jeſus would fill hic tink 
been numbered with transgrefſors. But te % 


- would | ATE afforded imall 111 +1760 to 0 
een 


in our Par din. ee 


thoſe, who are not only condemned by the 
divine law, and ſtand guilty in their own con- 
ſciences ; but have alſo, by a criminal con- 


\ doct, incurred the public odium. Such would 


' have been ready to infer, that their caſe was 
entirely hopeleſs ; and, therefore, as deſpair 
of rhe future was the moſt rage: thing, ſo 
prel ent pleaſures, however ſinful, would be 

| {till more eagerly purſued by chem But 
reigrng grace was by no means willing, that 

:he moſt abhorred of men ſhould be reduced 

to ſuch a dreadful ſituation. In order, there- 

fore, to prevent this, the Holy one of God was. 
not only crucified, to ſhew that he died under 

a charge of th e higheſt guilt, and was made a 

| curſe: but he was crucified between 7wwo con. 

| 242; that were thieves and ruffians. He made 

his exit and was numbered with ſuch, as all 
| ihe world agree to pronounce. rranſeref ar, 
and have ever been eſteemed, by all nations, 

a voworthy to live. And Why was this, if 

not to thew, that, as the beſt of men have no 

fold foundation of hope, but the blood of the 
crols ; ſo the very worſt and the vileſt thar 
| ever deſerved a gibbet, have no realon to fink 

WM deſpair, while they behold the Lord of life 

| Fire in ſuch company; and eſpecially , when 
ney remember, that he took one of thoſe Vil 

[lains with him to glory ?. + - e 
My reader, perhaps, would be ready to 
think it a groſs afliront to his character, were 

; to aſſert, that he ſtands on the very ſame 
rms with this Thief, in reſpect to acceptance 

ch God; and chat the molt, upright of men, 


ee 


0 142 Ce b as it i Reyne 


bhaave 16640 more to plead; before their Ma. 
ker, than he had. Vet this is a certain truth. 
Por falvarion is entirely by grace; 
is unconditional favour. Grace, Therefore, 
„ Jag no: regard to any real or. ſuppoſed Liffe. 
renee among men. All who are relicyed by | 
it, are conſidered as on the fame level the 
moſt moral and the moſt profane, being 
ccgqually without help and hope in themſelves, 


Whoever, then, looks for falvation oy any 


other grace, or in any other way, than at in, 
Wich the Thick received it, Will. meet with 4 
dreadful diſappointment. 5 
In the ſeveral foregoing. een, grace, 
in the free pardon of ſin, does not only ap- 
pear, but it appears with majeſty it not only 
hes itſelf, but demonſtrares its power to be 
jinfinitely great and fopremely glorious. Theſe | 
remarkable caſes ſtand engroffed by the yer 
of inſpiration, as ſo many ads and precedent: 


of the court of heaven; and were recorded 


for Our, yes reader, for ur obſervation. in- 
ſtruction, and comfort. 
to be. tranſmitted to poſterity by the King 
cẽternal that in the ages to come He nig. ew 
1 8 ; the exceeding riches of his Bn FRroug® CA 


Tefus... 


"The Mecti alſo, that were- produced an the 


ME Ay andmorals of all theſe enormous offen- 


ders, by the manifeſtation of grace aud a 
grant of pardon, deſerve our conſideration; 
they arc a ſtanding teſtimony to the trutll 
1 5 . | of that ſaying ; 5 There i 14 forgi IVERE 5 with T hee, | 
1 Ng at pgs ma Pa 4 9 —When. Paul came 
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o experience the power, and taſte the ſweet. 


deſs of pardoning grace, no Jabours were too 
great for him to undertake; no ſufferings 
\ were too gebe re for him to undergo, for the 
fake of his divine Maſter. He counted not 


his very life dear, ſo that he might propagate bunt 


the glorious truth and promote his Saviour's - 
| honour,-—-Zaccheus was inſtantly changed in 
his diſpoſitions and conduct; for the extor- 
tioner made reſtitution, and put on bowels of 
mercy.— The Woman of Samaria, immedi. 
ately drew numbers to hear that gracious 


o receive him as the Chriſt, by whom ſhe - 
vas inſtructed, pardoned, and comforted 
Tae Jailor manifeſted a ready obedience to 
the commands of his Saviour, as King in Zion, 

| by ſubmitting to the ordinance of baptiſm. 
He evidenced his love to the deſpiſed mini- 
ſters of the ſaving truth, by waſhing the ſtripes 
ot his two illuſtrious priſoners, and by treat- 
ing chem, at his hoſpitable board, with a cor- 
dial welcome. And the "Thief, the few mo- 
ments he had to hive, after he enjoyed the 


God in the puniſhment he then ſuffered, and: 
in love to the ſoul of his partner in villainy 
and infamy, reproved him for his blaſphemy 
aud warned him of his danger; the dreadful 


-voice, Which quickened her own ſoul: ang fn 


bleſſings of grace; confeſſed his fin, juſtified e n 


Ganger, of loſing. his ſoul and. ſuffering eternal — ũ˙ſ | 


Wrath, e aol a lenny, Ld 5 þþ 
1 am perſuaded that the teſtimonies and 
acts, already produced and pleaded, in order 


10 prove that pardon is /Tce ; detached from 1 4 i | ih 
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3 © tk works, FO OY on no conditions, to be 


performed by the ſinner, are quite ſufficicnt. 


WW - Otherwiſe, I might eafily add to their num. 


ber, by producing other examples and more 
declarations, from the facred volume. By: 
' theſe I omit, and ſhall only juſt remind my 


reader of that very remarkable and truly 


11 erangelical text; When we were enemi's, we 
dobre reconciled to God, by the death of his Sen“. 
Now aas none can deny, that pardon of {in 
is eſſential to a ſtare of friendſhip and recon- 
ciliation with God; certainly, the reconcilia- 
tion and forgiveneſs of thoſe who are en 
to him, can never be on account of any thing 
. amiable which they poſſeſs, or any thing good 
which they have done. Such a ſuppoſition, 


it any were abſurd enough to make it, would 


9 confound the two abſolutely tontradictory 1 ideas, 
of e and Mengen, 8 


e let us pauſt 2 moment and indulge 
reflection. Is there no forgiveneſs of any of- 


fender, or rhe leaſt offence, but by ſpeddin 


E blood; the infinitely precious blood of Jeſus, 
the incarnate God ; How awfully evil, how 
inconceivably great 'the malignity of fin ! The 

dignity. of the Perſon who ſuffered for it 3 

the ſuperlative. intereſt he had in his Father's 

love; and the more than mountainous weight 


M7 ol divine wrath, which he bore in his compli 
= cated ſufferings ; much wore, ſtrongly expres 
the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, and the inf 
1 ite purity of God, | than the eyc1 rlaſting pi 
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| grace thus reigning. 


5 p W 


Ain our Pardon. 


niſhment of the damned in hell. Here we 
bdchold, in the cleareſt light that our Sove- 
W reign is abſolutely juſt, as well as divinelxyx 
merciful, in granting a free pardon to the 
moſt. worthleſs and guilty, Here are the 
righteous Judge and the ſuffering Saviour; 
inflexible- juſtice, and triumphant grace, in 100 
the fame point of view. The curſe is execu? 


ted in all its rigour, and mercy is manifeſted 


in all its riches. - Here the Lord of all ap- 
pears, diſpenſing innumerable and free par- 
dons ; but in ſuch a way, as preſerves the ho- 
nours of his Jaw inviolate, and maintains the nll} 
rights of his divine government—In ſuch a mM 


way, as is the ſurpriſe of angels and the won- 


der of heaven. To contri ve it, was the work 
of infinite wiidom'; to manifeſt it, a diſplay of 
boundleſs grace. In ſuch a method of dif =» 
penſing forgiveneſs, how ſafcly may the alarm- 
ed conſcience reſt! For, while it is moſt hap- 
pily calculated to impreſs the mind with an 


awful ſenſe of the infinite evil of fin, the pu- 


ry of the divive nature, and the extenſivyve 
demands of the holy law; it encourages. the 
molt uureſerved confidence in mercy thus re- 


vealed, and cheriſhes the livelieſt hope in 


Again: Is their a full and free forgiveneſs; 
a forgiveneſs vouchſated without any terne 
or conditions to be performed by the enfeebled 
aud corrupted creature? How ſhamefully, _ | 
then, do fach perſons injure the grace of 1 


God, and draw a veil over its moſt ſhining. 


excellencies; who teach, or imagine, tha“. 
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07 G, , as it 8 reigns 


"rd of fin is not bo be expected, nor can 90 
be received, till the ſinner is prepared for it 
dy a longer or ſhorter courſe of humiliation, nf 

Ftelf-denial or holineſs of converſation ! This | on! 
ifs x Vi Ny + via far from being ſuſpended on condi. a2 

n 5 tions to be performed . by us; flows from 
 fovereign grace, is according to the innit: affe 
_ riches of grace, and is intended, by Jehovah, duct 
to aggrandize his grace, in the view of ail the WI ly « 
' "redeemed and befbre the angels of light, in 
both here and hereafter. That foreivench ' inc! 

4 wwhich is with God, is ſuch as becomes the Zee 

Majeſty of heaven; ſuch as is ſuited to lis 

on infinite excellencies. When the Lord 

of the world pardons fin, he demonſtrates proj 
himſelf to be GOD' in fo doing; n e 
ſuperior to all his creatures in acts of r. 0: 
. as well as in every Perfection of 8 
nature. For thus it is Wrirten; I will not ing re 
execute the frerceneſs of mine anger ; roi u ous ; 

return 10 defiroy Ephraim. What is the rea-. Mois tr 

Lon of this divine forbearance? It follows, Ing el 
book I am GOD, and not man“. — In refer. WW alt 
ence tothe pardon of fin, Jehovah again de- | unrigh 
: clares; For my thoughts are not your thought, ties w 
neither are your ways.my ways' $aith the le teclar; 
For as the heavens are high above 15s 0:71 arctic 
iv0/are- my'ways higher e your ways, axd er inte 
ne than your thoughts%. He irecly 01. er, the 
Sives our ten thouſand talents.; When, alas He wh 
We can ſcarcely forgive thoſe who arc indeb gt tg 
od to us, fo much'as a hundred pence.—— 119 . Fes 
the Lord in wakes a full and free pan 
155 10 er xi, 9 fi wh bas: Iv, 5, $, i 
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don, on guilty, periſhing creatures; exceeds 

the utmoſt of human, deſerts ! the higheſt 
inſtances of human compaſſton !ſ——-rather, all 

our expectations and all our thoughts. May 
a lively ſenſe of this free forgiveneſs, reſt on 
me mind, comfort rhe heart, and clevate the 


duct declare, that as it is a bleſſing immenſe. 


rait of | God. e 


Once more: this. forgiveneſs is everlaſling 


and irreverſible. This is the laſt and crowu- 


ng requiſite of a complete pardon, Vari- 
dus paſlages in facred writ, evince the glori- 


dus truth. Among many others, that charm- _ 
ng clauſe in the new covenant, is not the 
leaſt remarkable. I will be merciful to their 
unrightcouneſs, and their fins and their iniqui« 


er WILL I REMEMBER NO MORE *, This 
declaration is made by truth itſelf. This de- 


Caration and the bleſſing ſignified by it, en- 


ltr into the very eſſence of the new, the bet- 
tr, the uncheangeable. covenant; If, then, 


He who alone has power to puniſh, anda WEN 
gt to pardon the criminal, declares that he - T_T 
Wl remember his. i rquities no more; we may . n 


felt aſſured, that it is an everlaſting forgive - 
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| affections. of my reader! Then ſhall his con- 


| ly great, and comes to ſinners through aton- 

ing blood; fo it is connected with true ho- 
lines that it is a ſtrong incentive to fear the 
Lord; to love, adore, and obey him. Then 
ſhall he be Killed with the fruits of righteouſneſs ]” 
which are by Jesus Chriſt, ta the glory and 18A 
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2; A - a mere promiſe from the God of trut h, is 
5 5 irrevocable; but it is a promiſe, in a * 
unt. form an abſolute promife, which Faith: i 
WY fulneſs itſelf is engaged to make good. he, 
cContinuance of a pardoned ſtate not depend ade 1 
ing on conditions to be performed by the fin. 
ner; but on the perperual efficacy of th: 15 
cgadtonement of Chriſt, and the de faith: 

fulneſs of the acl God; chere is i pok | 
fle ſecurity, that a full and free pardon, his 


= — — 
ATTIRE ACER — — — 1 —— « — 3 3 
— 9 22 — - = — 8 — I —— 
— — — — 2 — SIS 9 — 1 
* 7 D — a - * 2 7 — = 
9 8 — 5 . . : - os 0 — — = 
1 3 —— —— d = LEE iS Io xt, 6 ES oder 
* #,$<& OE mn > > 22 , * CM r nn, OE IE IE ESY 
8 — — — — 5 — Fo — — — © 
* . . — e 2 3 S COS 2 . ore _ : 
3 — . —— > RS. - - = L — — 
a of — x —— — 22 _— 3 "i. — — at * > <2 4 6. 
— — > 8 * Co, = at be SY > IE 1 CES 7 
Id 8 XZ 22 Pr, 5 Pf — IS - P : 
* - Rf 7 >. 0 as 
- 3 4 2 2 = 


_ given, all entirely, and that for ever ; whit 
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7 Tl 07 Grace as it t reigns 


eee, is not en a prumite; though 


EF! 


once granted, thall ever abide 1 in i its full force 


| and | in all its glory. 1 _ 0 


- The ſame. 1 works is Wugbt and 24 
Fan dite by David. As far as the 40 1 ol; 


Fim the weſt, 50 far hath he removed our ute 
Na transgreiſi ons from us f. Hence we infer, that 


the fins of thoſe Who are forgiven, ſba never So 


7 | come againſt. them to their Fongemnarion ; ; loa: 
0 90 unleſs thoſe two: oppolite points ſhould ever | ace: 

meet, and fo ceaſe to be whiat they arc. | 
Nor can the bleſſeaness which the Plalm ig 
another place, aſcribes to che ed d lin- perp 
1 25 be accounted for on any. other ſuppol God 

tion Bleſed i is He, whose transgreſſi on is for- | 


gien. „For if all his offences were not r- 1197 


peace for his conſcience here, What hope 0! | 


glory: bereafrer could be enjoy? Ii the con. ion 
Annance of his pardoned ſtate, depended or Bl L 
bis own .obedience; if, by a relapſe into it, BE 


he would again be liable. to condemn DV tl 


i "= i and Wrath; alt* his preſent enjoyme eats. al nd giver 
l C.. „ fature 1 ard | not deſerxe the name ot. 


0 Plat. Sil, Dag , 5 3 


in our Ferdi. 


ante os tenure by with 0 i are « hat; || 

1 retrat | 
There would be all the cer. 
| rainty, on the oppolite fide, that could be 
had; not the least probability in his favour, | 


being fo precarious. | Precarious ! 


the expreſſion. 


or the leaſt ground to ſuppoſe, that he would 


erer obtain eternal happineſs. 


into the depths of the sea*.. 


And, where 
the conſcience. is awake, preſent peace will al. 1 
ways keep pace with an hope of future felicit r. 
Another. inſpired penman, thus expreſſes. eee 
the joyful truth. Thou woilt cat all their fins 9 
The tranſgreiions 


of the pardoned ſianer are here compared to 


a ſtone, or ſome ponderous. thing; which, 
 ahen cat into the fathomleſs deep, is abſo- 4k, 
Jurely irrecoverable by all the art and power 
The loftieſt towers, the moſt enor. 

their cumbrous i 
bad of rocks and foreſts, if caſt into the n 


of man. 


mous mountains, with all 


occan, would all entirely difappear and be loſt 


tor ever. By this expreſbve and Rriking 
mage, does the Holy 


ſhall not. be found. 


e vii. CY 0 


* 


Ghoſt repreſent the 
perpetuity of chat forgiveneſs which is With 
God, and is vouchſafed to the belie ver. . 
Contormably to which, the Lord ſays; The 
wquity of rue ſhall be ought for, and there 
ſoall be none; and the. /ins of Fudah and they 
Ihe reaſon. of the aſſer. . 

| tion is contained in the following words: For 
Iwill pardon them whom 1 recervet. A con- 
vincing proof, that they who are pardoned 1 
by the God af grace; have all rheir fins for- 
bien, ang that for ever. ——Iſalah, the eval». 3 
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1 gelt 6. The 1 church, bas a .. paſſage 
much to our purpoſe, He. repreſents 1 
BE Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſracl, addreiling 
haus people in the following manner. | 
dave worn that the waters of Noah ſpall 6 
more go over the earth ; fa habe I rn that [ 
Wl could not be wroth with thee nor rebuke th, 

W > For tbe mountains ſhall depart, and the ., „% 01 
removed ; but my Kindneſs Hall not depart | jen 
WW: thee, neither . Hd. ile covenaui of my pcac; be WR 
removed, ſaith the Lord that bath Mercy en 

"= thee*. Here we Have not only the wo.g, 
Hut the oath of Tehovah, in atteſtation to the 


glorious truth. And if theſe fail, 
i OED DE pier d fiimament is. baten neſs : 
44 Akd'cartt's fonndation Hubble.“ 


But why thould' 1 multiply teſtimonies, 
my when we nad the apoſtle of the Genie 
| having this glorious truch full in his view, is 
bold to e 'every enemy and to defy 
very danger! ? What less can be the import 
of that heroic language; Who /ba!l /or wn 

thing tothe charge of Gait elect ? Who jt 
FLeundemm? If the blefing of pardon were c 
to be reverſed ; if a finver, having been once 
_ acquitted from condemnation, | fhould . gain 
come under the curſe and be liable to periſh 
Wh there would be but a fender dation n for 
_ buch bold, and confident expreſſions, 
1 Such is the nature and ſuch the properties 
of divine forgiveneſs ; Even of that forgic⸗ 
neſs which is rhe purchaſe of Immanuc!”: ; pains * 
3 and the price of redeeming blood. Ap doc- 
_ "Rm. | wine of pardon i is an eſſential branc) | anda WF © 
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in our Purdin. N 155 15 


capital 5 of Nia truth, hk! is, by way N 
Of eminence, called TER GosPtL, For tie ] 
cheering language of that heavenly meſſage is; 
Be it known unto you, men and brethren, that 
| #908 this illuſtrious Jeſus, 4s. preached unto. .' "| 

vu the forgiveneſs of fins. Such is the import WE 
of the cvangelical teſtimony ; ; and the glori= 
ous bleſling is received by faith in the dying . 
Redeemer. To Him give all the prophets Wide, 9 
neſs, that, through | his name, whosvever be. , 
lieveth in him, ſpall receive. remis an of. fins*, . 
Belicving the infallible record which God has %, Wl 
given of his Son, we receive the gtonement. 

Ihe propitiating blood of C hriſt | is ſprinkled | 

on our hearts, pardon is applied to our con- 
ſciences, and peace enjoyed in our ſouls. 
Nor is it any objection againſt the truth ad- 
vanced: That the Lord Jays his chaitifing 
hand, on the objects of this forgiveneſs. For 
the woh he does aflli& and correct them, and ä 
freque nrly with tome degree of ſeverity, on ac- | 
count of their bachſliings, diſobedience, aud 
ingratitude; yet theſe chaſtifements and cor- 
rections, 1 inſtances and evidences of his pa- 
ternal affection for them, and conſtant care 

over them. And they have the ſtrongeſt aſ. 
lural:ces, that he vill never take from them his 
I; wing- kindneſs, nor j: «fer tis faith 1fulneſs to fail. 1 
Nor is it auy Way inconſiſtent, with the doc- 
trine maintained; 1 bat believers are expreſsly 
com manded to pray for the pardon of lin, ne, 
mat this command has been frequently nem: 
pitied in the conduct of rhe moſt eminent 
kits. whole lives and characters are record 1 
Aas „ 45, by | 
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of Gr race as it reigns. 


_—_ al Ain War Wy e For, to ble the dei 
3 words of a learned author; ay Very frequent. con 
iy when the faints pray, either for the for. 


_ © giveneſs of their own; or others fins; their 

mmmceanigng is, that. God would, in a provider. jeal 

tial way, deliver them out of preſent dif. 2 85 

« treſs; remove his alflicting hand, Which lies 

& heavy upon them; or avert ſuch judgments 

my * which ſeem, to hang over their ods, and ney 

©. yery much threaten them; which when he 

does, is an indication of hes” having . don. 

dae chem. We are to underſtand many be. aon 
5 titions of Moſes, Job, Solomon, and others 

ein this fenſe*.——Beſides, when believers ee 

now pray for che pardon of ſin, their mean. : what 

ing is that they might have the ſe; ye, th the 

= * manifeftation, aud application of pardouing 

grace to their ſouls. We'are not to ima. 
gine, chat as often as the faints lin, repent, 
4. confeſs their ins, and pray. for the forgive- 

e neſs of them; that God makes and paſſes 

„ new, acts of pardon— But, whercas- che) 


e 
B 


men 

been 
joyec 
noth 


daily fin againſt God, grieve his Spirit, I 5 
1 | ever 


WW © and wound their own confctences ; they 
= © have nced of che freſh ſprinkliugs of 
8 blood of Jeſus, and of renewed manifeſta- 
bw tions of pardoa to their ſouls; and it is both 
WW * their duty and their intereſt to attend the 
c + throne ef grace on this account 4. 


have 
ful : 
bleſſi 
our 


| But, 


W: nt b How glorious then, is that. forgive uh 4 þ 
WE which, Is. yu, God, AL pardon | 1 nave been ot 
if ; 3s 5 ons . 4 9 xx). 32. Numb, xiv. 15 20. Job viii 21. 1 Kings None 
| 1 1 | vi 204-34. 36. 39. 50. a to: 
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icfcriding ! Ic bs every en to ks „ 
complete in itſelf, and ſuitable for the indi- _ 
gent, miſerable ſinner, It has not one diſ- _ 
couraging (circumſtance attending it, in the 
leaſt to forbid the moſt guilty, or the moſt wer 
voworthy,,, applying to the ever-merciful e. | 
7 5 for it. Cheerins, charming, raviſhing Dt 
 trach | It is Vall, free, and everlajting , every © 
Way complere and worthy. of God. Kay was 
abfolutely neceſſary to the peace of our con- 
ſciences and the ſalvation of our ſouls} that . 
ſhould be of ſuch unlimited extent, of ſuch n- 
nerited freeneſs, and of ſuch everlaſting effi. 
cacy. Leſs than this would not have ſupplied MY 
our wants, or ſerved our purpoſe. If it had If 
not been full, taking in every kind and every . 
degree of ſin; we muſt have ſuffered the pu- 
riſhment due to ſome part of it ourſelves, an 
| ten we had been loſt for ever. If it had not 
been entirely free, we could never have. en- 
jaxed the ineſtimable bleſling; for we have 
nothing, nor. can we do any thing to See 
It, or qualify for it. And, if it had not been 
(verlaſting, never to be reverſed ; we ſhould _ - 
have been under continual. anxiety and pain- INWPR0G 
fl apprehenſious, leſt God ſhould recal the, "RA 
blelling when once beſtowed, on account of a8 
0ar preſent unworthineſs, or future fallings. 1 
But, being poſſefled of theſe properties, none, 
10 not the vileſt, have any reaſon deſpond-. 
ag to ſayx;⸗ My. figs, alas ! are too many - RR” |} 
and great, for me to expect a pardon.” 0 Will 
| None have any cauſe to complain; © I long, I 
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5 for fl the e bleſſing, it, is dearer to me chan al, 
a OR e e wh 1 OY aa N 4 Li | 


e Grace, as i reignr 


« ate . bh my firong corruptions, and 11. 


x ter umworthineſs, render me incapable of 
erer Pak it““ Nor have any the leaſt 


+ R 
4 7 665 1 8 N k #77 ; 8 occ aſion fo 
I 1 4 5 4 4 '4 * * 


Sar, after the comfortable enjoy. | 


ment of the ſuperlative Privilege, left they 
could forfeit it, and again come under con- 
WP”, demnation, and wrath. hat hall we 
s the ſe. things : ? Shall we continue in 0 
tba grace may abound, in a perfect pardon! 
Gad forbid! So to act, would, if poſſible, be 


wor“ than deviliſh; and more than damnable. 


_ Rather. let the pardoned criminal uy : 3 
be will ſay, with the warmeſt gratitude ; 54% 
me Lord, O ny: / and all that is within me, 
1 duet his. holy, nan. Who. fang ver h all thin. 


= miiquities ; who Lealeth all thy diseases : who re. 
dene thy life from deftruftion 5 who crowning 
=. thee eoith-loving-kingness and tender merci. 


Before conclude this. momentous part of 


| 3 00 my ſubject, * would beg leave to tranſcribe a 
= few lines from a celebrated author in the hal 


century; celebrated; not more for his voy. 


1 ſuperior learning, than for his great Penetra- 
din in ſpiritual things, and experience in the 
cChriſtian life, Treating about divine forgive. 
ness, he fays ; % The forgiveness that is with 
=. + God, is ſuch as becomes him; ſuch a 2 
3 « Tuitable to his greataaſs, goodne#s, and all 
other excellencies of bis nature; ſuch a 
that wherein he will be Tngon io be GD. 
What he fays concerning ſome of the 

works of his providence, Be ji] and H 
We © that I am GOD; may be much more {aid | 
==... W this great ele * his grace; 


win our Forde. . 155 5 94 


fy « $41] 1 bt hnow 40 be 10 .GOD. e 
It is not like that narrow, di Hcult, halving, 1 
and manarled forgiveneſs, chat is found _ 

% amongſt men, When aby ſuch -rhing is 

« found amongſt them; ber it is full, Free, vl 

« bottomless,. boundless, absolute—ſuch as be- 

% comes. his nature and .excelleneies. It is, 
jn a word,forgiveness*that i is with Gop, and 

by the exerciſe of which he will be known + 
e ſo to be. lf there be any pardon With God ' || 
it is ſuch as becomes him to give, When, lh 
he pardons, he will abundantly pardon. Go, if 
with your +hatf-torgivenels, conditional par- ⁵ 

« dons; with reſerves and limitations unto tile | 
| <« ſons of men. It may be, it may become © | | 

That of God WIR 
|< is abſotute and perfect; before Which, ow Wi 
| + fins art as a cloud before the caſt wind and 
« the rifing ſun. Hence hers ſaid to do rhis 


< chem it is like themſelvcs- 
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„Work with' his whole heart and his whole 
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renounce. the goſpel. 


„% merited 
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foul ; freely, bountifully, largely to indulge EWA 
and forgive "unto ns our fins, and to % e 
© them into the Bottom of the teu. Remember ||| 
this, poor fouls, when you are to deal with "MIN 
God in this matter.“ Again: “ If we let MMR 
go che free pardon of fin, without reſpect 
to any thing in thoſe that receive it, we 
Pardon ef ſin is not _ Wy 
by antecedent duties, bur is the ' W 
lirongeſt obligation unto future duties. le AW 
that will not receive pardon, unleſs he can Jani 
one. way or other deserve it, or make him. WIN 
ſelf meet for it; or pretends to have recei- + | %% 
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3 « Vert bene by it, neither Is nor + tal be 
1 Wh partaker „ e 
„ And now, reader, what Mk + you 'of thi 
„ glorious pardon 2 1s it ſuitable to Four wan} ? 
is it worthy, of your acceptance? Yo arc, 
1 peradventurc, one of thoſe careless mortals that 
Axe at eaſe in rheir fins, and eagerly purſuing 
mie tantalizing pleaſures of this uncertain lie, 
But, can you be content to live and dic i 
WW utter ignorance of this forgiveneſs ? Is pardon 
2 bleſſing of ſmall importance, or have you 17 
411 occaſion for it? Sinned you have, condemned 
you: are, and without forgiveneſs, you lie to 
mW eternity, Start, 0 ſtart from your ſtupor! 
dont! ate is dreadful, thongh | not deſperate, 
Four ſins are upon yon; ; the law of God 
_ _ curſes you; and you. arc in extreme danger 
| 75 cternal Carnation": You are tottering, as 
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. . Dr 0 1 Pate, p. 222, 22”; 20d 
_ Tepe of Epiſt e the Herb. on chap. waa. 12 — Here it 
55 11 0 May be obſe red, that this mi gent riter toudly Pro- 
claim the chirwihs truth. He po more feared this 
"doctrine leading to licentionfoeſs, than he valued tic 
1005 applauſe of the fel, ſiſficient phariſee, or the ell. 
righteous Moraliſt. He treats about a full, frcc, aud 
final forgiveneſs, ne one who knovs its real value, 
 _,experienges ite unutte erable ſweetneſs, and plorics in If 
; "I as his own;privilege: | He labours his noble ſubject, and 
15 repeats the Joyful tyuth.—Whereas, in many of gur mo- 
den preachers, who. pretend to reverence ihe Doc⸗ 
ters memory, adinire his profound Jearaing, and, in 
PRA general Way, applaud bis Judgement ; when handling 
mur eme dot ed, either directly contracict bim, or 
. "Np 15 Whilper the grand truth in aint accents, as e , 
dAionecd thr” certainty of -what they won rem 0 4% 
e or were apprehenſive of leine 1 conte · 
eee ae M 
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it were, ON uche brink of : a dreadful precipice, 
and nodding on the verge of the burning 
lake. Can you ſleep in your lins, can you 
reſt in an unpardoned ſtate, when it is all un- 
certainty, | Whether the next hour may not 
tranſmit you into an eternal world; place you 
x the bar of God; and put you beyond 4+ 
poſibility of relief? May divine grace forbid 
that you ſhould continue another moment in 
ſuch a perilous ſituation! For another mo- 
ment, and your life may be gone; another 
moment, and your foul may be Joſt; and 


| then your loſs will be d inconceiv= | 


able, and eternal. 1 RY 
hs my reader /en/ible of his want and long- 
ing for the matchleſs blefing? Then look to 
| Jeſus, the dear, the dying Jeſus. Your ini- 
quities, it is true, abound ; but pardoning 


mercy, through his. aronement, ſuperabounds. 
Be of good cheet: take encouragement: for 
the favour. you fo carneſtl ly defire, is a ew 


tit, Blefſed be God for the amazing mer- 
e ſuch are the methods of grace, and ſuch 
the nature of this ſorgivenets ; that as your 
eternal falvation 1 s bound up in the enjoyment | 
of it, ſo the everlaſting honour of Jehovah is 
untpcakably advanced by freely beſtowing it. 
There is no reaſon, therefore, that you ſhould 
ſtand ar a trembling diſtance, as if there were 
to ſuch favour for you; but with boldneſs 
zou may look for it, in a way of grace 
nen the blood of Chriſt, and truth itſelf 


molt e declared, that you mall n not 
b Een; „ 
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Once more 4 Are you acquainted, Comport. 
ab acquainted, with the pardoning gooduch 
df God ? having much forgiven, you ſhould | 
love mach. The remembrance 'f 

Jo imimenſely rich, the ſenſe. of a favour 6 
extremely high, ſhould enlarge your hem | 
Wich all holy affections towards the Lord Ke. 
deemer; ſhould animate. all your devotion! 
ſervices ; ſhould cauſe you to compaſſionue 
Four offending brother, in forgiving him his 
puren Pence, conſidering that -God has for- 
given you ten thouſand talents ; and make 


. © otvencfs, far from being an incentive to vice, 
will win over your affeckious on the fide o 
virtue; will cauſe you to love God as inh. 
nitely holy, and to abhor fin, as a direct op- 
poſition to his immaculate purity and revea!. 

. ed will. Yes, a ſenſe of pardon, when warm 


for all fin; for the latent corruptions of your 
heart, no leſs than the open tranſgreſſions f 
your life ; and will cauſe you to confeſs hem 
before God with thame and grief. Such 
are the genuine effects of divine forgivenels, 
"Theſe fruits will neceſſarily appear, in ſome 
degree: and he who profeſſes to know the 


offending brother, or walks in the ways, and nog 
under the dominion of fin, is a /iar, aud th! 
truth is not in him. © 50 3 
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you zealous of every good Work. This for. 


on your mind, will work in you god!y forrow | 
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pardon. of his fins, but does not forgive his Ment 
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ere Grace as ir reigns Ke: 1 150 


car. vl. 
| Of Grace, a 1. reigns in our Jorrmearion. 


"HE Woche of Juſtißcation, e . 


gon which is from above, and is a capital ar- 


the caints. Far from being a merely ſpecu- 

ative point, it ſpreads its influence through, 

the whole body of divinity, runs through all 
chriſtian experience, and operates in every. 
part of practical godlineſs. The importance 
of it is ſuch, that a miſtake here has a moſt 
malignant efficacy, and is attended With a 
long train of dangerous conſequences. Not 


very diſtinguiſhed; figure in that reli. f 


cle of that 3 which was once deliuered io 1 


cau this appear ſtrange, when it is conſidered 


that the doctrine of juſtification is no other 
than the doctrine of 2 ./inner's acceptance with. 
Cod. Being of fuck peculiar importance, it 
5 nicparably connected with many other 
erangelical truths; the harmony and beauty 
of which we can never behold, While this is 
miſunderſtood : till this appears in its glory, 
| they will be involved in. clouds and darknels. 
is, if any thing may be fo called, a funda- 
menial. article; and 3 requires our 
molt ſcrious conſideration * 3 
* Let it the” 1 ly obſerved by the NE 8 | 
though. | here treat upon jullificatioa as diflind from 
pardon ; yet I am fully perſuaded, that they are bleſs. 


[Page which can never be. ſeparated, For he ** ho 1s 
| pardoned, "TOOL 1 "ne 1. who 1s Tuſified, 1 is alfa. 
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10 0 Grace at it reigns 
Hi ſhall man, ſinful man, be jus! 210 

God? is 4 queltion, of the moſt idle f 
nature, to every child of Adam. A queſticg 
JJV 5, jofinic impor. 
ance, could never have been reſolved by -!! 
= the rcafon of men, nor all the penetration o. 

nge, if che Lord of heaven and car jad 
not excrciſed and manifeſted reigning grace, 
towards bis diſobedient and rebellious eren. 


Ly 
95 


. 


pudoged.— It is readily allowed alſo, that ther: i; {1 


= various reſpects, a great reſemblance between the ty 
=  blcilings, They are borh gifts of grace, rich, reignwp 
= _- grace; both vouchaafed to the /ame perſon, at the ane 
iim and both were communicated e the media- 
. tion of Chit alone. "Notwithſtanding which agrees 
ment, the /ipnrfcation of the terms, and the we of 
w_ the bleffings intended by them, are fo far different, as 
to lay a ſufficient foundation for diſtinguiſhing bet weer 
' the one and the other, —I1 would jult hint at a few 
Ki things in confirmation of this. 1 When A perſon is par- 
|” _ coned, he is conlidered as a zranſprefor ; but when be 
is juſliſe d, he is confidered as righteous. A criminal, 
_ ' 4 0 when he 18 pardoned, | is .freed trom the obligation of 
fuer mg death Tac his crimes ; but he that is 6 0, 
i declared worthy of life, as an innocent person. „% 
Aaom is ſaid to be jullibed ; Cris is faid to bejultificd, 
yea, God, himfelf is ſaid to be juſtified. (Matt. vi. 19. 
I Ui. iii. 16. Luke vii. 29 Rom, ui, 4.) But neither 
Bod, nor Chriſt, nor Wiſdom, is ever ſaid to be fer- 
don, nor, indeed, is it poſſible that they ſhoule be 
forgiven, in any feoſe. | Though we may, therefore, 
with the leripture affirm, that they are fed u 
cannot, Without abſurdity, or blaſphemy, ) they 158 
par doned. I his one confideration, I humbly CONCEIVE 
ies au trefrapable proof,” that there is a cal an lun 
. ere difference, between juſtißcation and Pardon. 
Too which I may add, Paul treats upon them 2s difiinet 
\ Vleſſiogs, in his ler mon recorded Ad zii. ce 3% 
zd 3yth verſes of that chapter - 
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tures. But, with the Bible in his hand, "Io 
the goſpekrevelation in view, the mere in- 
fant in religious knowledge and chriſtian 
„„ is not at a loſs for an anſwer: 
rcufaring man, though a fool, ſhall nat err 
e And ſuch is the pleaſure of God, 

mat he frequently reveals this truth in its 
glory, to thoſe who are eſteemed feols by the- 


haughty fons of ſcience, that no fleſh wier ; 


have the leaft en of boaſting. 


The word e is 2 Werne term, . 
and ſignifies. the declaring or pronouncing a 
perſon "righteous, according to law, Juſtifica- 
on is nor the moking a perſon righteous, oy 
a.real, inherent. change from fin to holineſs, 
in which the nature of ſanctification conliſts ; 
but it is the act of a judges Pronouncing a Per. | 
im acquited from all judicial Charges. bat 
juſtifcation does not” conſiſt in à real change 
from ſin to holineſs, will further appear from 
contdering, that furtifcation is diametricallyß 
oppoſite io condemnation, Now the ſentence 
of condemnation is never ſuppoſed. to make 
the perſon criminal, on whom it is pro- 
nounced; . There is no inf of evil quali- 
ties into the culprit's mind ; nor is he, in the 
leaft, made guilty by it, in the eye of the 
public or in his own eſtimation. But, being 
iraipned as a criminal, and proved guilty of 
capital offence, according to the tenour of 
wat law by which he is tried; he is N 
Worthy of death, and condenmed accordingly- | 
| Vos in 8 . : the n of 1 it is 3 675 
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=o hd PR in 4. eye . the "lk 
F deemed. worthy to live, and his right to lie 
is declared. Hence that juſtification of Which 
Fx the ſcripture” ipeaks, and is now. the ſulj:& 
of our enquiry, is called a Juſt fication of life. a a 
an. That the words. Justify, | justified, and Juni. t 
= cation, are uſed in the ſacred writings in » . 
wo law-ſenſe ; Aud as oppoſed to the words, -- 
een, condemned, and rondemnation, is mani 
3 feſt to every attentive reader „ 
= Further: Tuſtification, in a theological N 
= fue, is either legal. or evangelical. If 57 
perſon could be found, who has never, 
lleaſt inſtance, broken the divine law, he might 
de julliſied by it, in a way that is otrict iy /-2a!. 
_ But in this way, none of the human race cn 
boa juſtified, or. ſtand. acquitred before God. 
=_ For, all, have < nned : there is none righteous, 
200 not one. The whole world, having trans- 
grereſled, are guilty before the eternal judge, 0 
and nader the fentence of death by his gr, 


righteous law. Here, every offender is c. 700 
cluded. from all hope, and abandoned to utter con 


Aeſtroction. For, as an obedience abſol shy ce 
penn i the only righteouſueſs Which the 
bu can accept; bo puniſhment inconceivable, 
or death eternal, is the only penalcy it wil toc 
 wflic, on ſuch who fall under its curſe —— Ml 

That Juſtification, therefore, Mut which che n 
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1 5 1 75 this 3 the een texts, infleal of th 
15 many more, may be confulicd. Exod. xxiii, J. Deut. 
u. 1. 1 Kings viii. 31, 32. Job viii. 18, and zu. 5, 
Paz. Xvi. 15. Matt. * and xi 37. Leke , 2% 

11 5 Rom, i ii. WM nad 6 Hl, 4 wg ond 39, * 34 
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reaches the cafe of a ſinner; is not by a per- 


meritorious cause. and. ground, on which the 


Juſtifier proceeds, i in abſolving the condemn-. - 


ed ſinner and pronouncing him righteous. 


Of boundless. grace ; if we conſider the tate 
and character of che e to whom the blel-. 0 


ling is granted. 5 ; 


Again; ; Juſtificaion s . at the 7 775 
God, "and in the court of consience ; or in the 


grace, through faith; and the latter is by 


conſider, which may be thus defined; Fusti- 
n, is freed from condemnation, and has a rig 


and received by faiths 


: Na BEL . 


ſcriptures. principally. treat, 900 which alone 


;onal but an imputed. righteouſueſs : a righte- 
duſneſs without the lazy *, provided by the grace 
and revealed in the goſpel : for which reaſon, 

| the obedience | by Which a- finner is juſtißed, 15 
and his juſtification. itſelf, are called evange- 
lical. Ih this, affair, there i is the moſt won- 
derful diſplay of divine juſtice and boundleſs Yi 
grace. Of divine j5tice ; if we regard the | 


fight of che world, and before our fellow- 
creatures, The former is by pure, unmixed 


works, . I is the for ner of theſe I ſhall nor 


| fication is a prejudicial, but gracious. ad of God, 
by which. the finner is. absolved from the guilt FA | 
on 


ta eternal. Je adjudged, for the tale of the obe- 
dence of Christ alone, which is on to him 


To juſtifyg-1s evidently a divine preroga- : 
ive. Ie is, God that justifieth. That ſove- 
reign Being, againſt whom we have ſo great- 
ls offended, whoſe law we have broken, by 
en thouſand acts of rebellion 1 wm 5 
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| has the ſole right of acquitting che guilty and 
pronouncing them righteous, in the way of 
bis own appointment. Jehovah, whoſe j 46 
__ ment is always according fo truth; is the ul. 
__ _nfierof all that believe in Jeſus.—Here. ; grace 
-_ "Teigns. For God, the infinitely wiſe God. 
. appoints the way. God, the righteous «rd 
merciful God, provides the means. . Col. 
let the divine name be repearedly- mentioned 0 
with profoundeſt reverence—eyen the Gol. 
of all grace, imputes the righteouſneſs and de. 
_ clares the fmner. acquirted, in perfect agree. 
ment with the demands of his violated lay, 
; and the rights of his mueed juſtice. 
What 1s here, as well as in ſeveral paſages 
ak ſoripture, affirmed concerning God. conf - 
dered Hentialiy; is, in ſome places of the {n- 
fallible word, more- particularly appropriated 
| (one to. they Father It is moni! — 
notwith anding, that all the three divine, 
Perſons in the Godhead, are concerned 'n 
this grand. affair; and each performs 2 a diſtinò 
part in this particular, as alſo in the whole le 
ceconomy of ſalvation. The eternal Filer 
18 repreſcnted, in the volume of in{piracon, 
as appointing the way and ſending his own 
Son to perform the conditions requiſite to 
our acceptance before him: The divioe ., 
as engagihg to ſuſtain the curſe, and make 
the atonement; to fulfil the terms pro- 
vide the righreovſneſs, by which we arc juſti. 
bed. And the Holy Spirit, as revealing and 
jy \ellifying the 'perfotion, ſuirablencl and. 


Ih, Rome ni. 120 Ty 2 Cor. v. 18 10. 


— 


nm our + Fact 22 „ * 15 


| «ad 46 the Saviour's work to OY Cakes. 


demonſtrating his right to it, according to 
the goſpel; of ſovereign grace; and, at the 
ſame time, witnefing to his conſcience. his. 


juſtification by it in the court of wii 0 


| which produces peace and joy in the heart 


— Thus the triune God juſtifies, And maß | 


we not aſk, in the triumphant language oF 


Paul; Who ſhall, who can condemn , If Jeho- 
vah pronounce the ſinner acquitted, who, in 
earth or hell, ſhall reverſe the ſentence. ? If 
the Moſt High, entirely juſtify, who ſhall 
here is no higher _ 
court, to which any appeal can be made. 
There is no ſuperior tribunal, at which a com- 
plaint can be lodged, againſt any of thoſe 
happy ſouls whoſe invaluable privilege it is, {M00 
to be juſtified by the eternal God. When % 
He acquits in judgment, he abſolvcs from all Wt 


bring in a ſecond. charge? 


guilt, he accepts as completely righteous: other- 


wiſe, a perſon, immediately after he is juſti- 


fed, maſt be ſuppoſed to ſtand in need of a 
further juſtification, which is highly abſurd. 


This divine ſentence ſhall never be made void, 
by any unworthineſs of him on whom it is 


palſed, nor- by all the accuſations of Satan: 
but ſhall ſtand, frmer than the everlaſting 


hills; unſbalen as the throne of God. This 


ſentence let me dwell on the raviſhing truth, 
let my very ſoul feaſt on the precious doctrine 


this ſentence, being the Jutification- of li "7; 
» preguay With. all the 6 NONE» of the ever. 


0 3 viii. 6 bg 6; 7 15 _ Dan. in. 1 8 V. 19 
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laſting covenant; with all the felicity of 1/4, 
„%% EE ns 

. + Great; ſuperlatively great, glorious, end di. 
vine, is the bleſſing of zuſtifiearion, Moll 


but +: t A 


100 


dently to be fought $5 molt thankfully o be 


- enjoyed. Can any one, conſcious of poſſe. 


ing it; ceaſe to exult in God his Juitific: 
Who, by being alfo ſo; is the. God of his pra 


Or, who, that is ſenſible of his guilty, cc. 


7 


diemsed condition, can beaſe to pray and mull 
. _ earneſtly Jong for it ?: 0, ſinner! are von 
inſenſible of the worth of this blefling of grace. 
Aud ſupinely negligent about it? then e 
red, chat you are yet in your fins, and ander 
. condemnation. | The juſtification of bB 
tete, is far from you.” And what, if „%%. 
would never be juſtified ? What, if your ul. 
fronted Sovereign ſhould ſwear in his wrath, 


that he will never pardon, never accept you ; 


conſcience tells you, that you have neither 


_ obeyed his law, nor loved his goſpel ; hat 
you have had little concern whether 1c was 
_ pleaſed or offended, fo that you could but gra- 
tify your impetnous luſts and obtain your {or- | 


did purpoſes. Lou have, it may be, ucver 


.., conſidered the death of the Son of God, 1 
. , Worthy of your ſerious notice, though ths | 
' greateſt and moſt wonderful event, that cer 


- 


you mall die under the curſe, aircady 
Paſſed upon you ? In ſuch a cafe, thovs!: 5 
bv ful beyond conception, What could you have 
to Object? Lou have trampled is authority | 
under your feet, and cheriſhed a ſpirit of the | 
moſt malignant enmity againſt him. Your 


in our ar lfifeation: i 70 167 


took 15 in the univerſe, and the only ching 7 
which can fave you, from final condemnation 
| and eternal ruin. — Remember, thoughtleſs 
reader! that you have. a cauſe depending, a 


* cauſe which involves your all; to be tried at 
the bar of God, and before Jehovah out l 
judge. An eternal hell to be ſuflered, or an li 


| eicrnal heaven to be enjoyed, and that by you; 


will be the awful or glorious Conſenuence.. as 
being call, ak F in judgment. Can 


you reſt, then, | can von take any comfort, 


while 1 ignorant whether the judge 
immortal will ablolve or condemn vou! * Con- 


ſider che ground on which you ſtand, and the 


reaſon of the hq e that is in you. A miſtake : 
about the way © acceptance with God, will 
be attended with the utmoſt danger: ſuck 
danger, that, where it. is final, it is followed 
by inevitable and eternal ruin. May the 
God of grace and the Father of lights, awa- 
ken the fleepy eonfeiences of the inconſide- 
rate, into an earneſt. ſolicitude about it ! and 
dirc& the ſteps of ſuch” as are anxiouſly en- 


quiring 3 How e men, how thall e, be . 
a with Gage of | 


The . to 3 the . favour 
is granted, are mnners, and the ungodly. or 
thus runs the divine declaration: To him that 
worketh, is the reward ; the bleſſing of juſti- 
fication and eternal life, as connected with it ; 
not reckoned. of grace, but of debt. But to "Pg 
Ss that worketh. not,  but-believeth on him that 8 1 
| Rel a the ee! che . | 


ES 0 onen as it reigns 


the . pious i ? Nay; verily, but 7h 


_ _UNGODLY; 56 faith, or that in which he he. 
| "= lieves, is counted unto Him for righteouſnes; * * 
From this remarkable text We learn, that th- 


ſubjects of juſtification are fach, who are not. 


ay deſtitute of a perfect rig lmcouſneſs but 
WF Have: performed 5 good works at all. or 
eee they only deſcribed as having performed 


no good works, but alſo as heing entirely de. 


fſtitute of every heayenly quality and righte. 
© ous diſpoſition, They are denominated un. 


godly, and confidered as ungodly, when the in. 
.. effable blefling is beſtowed upon thern, The 
mere finner, the ungodly perſon, be 7h; 


worketh not; is the ſubject on whom grace 
magnißed, towards whom Brace reigns, in 


juſtification, I bus it is Written in thoſe. fa. 
cred canons of our faith and es which 
are wtalterable. 

Before I diſmiſs this important paff 81 
whales take the liberty of preſenting my rcadef 
with the thoughts of Dr. Owen upon it. 


ie fay, he who worketh nat, is juſtified througl, 


. * behieving ; is to ſay, that Ka works, What. 
er they be, have no influenceynro his 
_* juſtification ; nor hath God, in fen 
e Him, any reſpect unto them. Where fore 
. he alone who workerh not, is the ſubject of 
N juſtification, the perſon to be 0 tified, 
$6 That 1 is, God conſidereth no man's works, 
no man's duties of obedience, in lis juſt 
% fication; ſeeing we are juſtified /rc/y Ly ©! 
0 „ Aud when God aflirmeth e ve 


| 4 * Rom. i iv. 45 5. 1 
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« chat ke "PO him who e PR nor, and 
chat freely. by hit grace; I cannot 1 1 
ſtand What place our Works, or duties of 
e obedience, can haue in our Juſtification, „ 
« For why ſhould we trouble ourſelves to: in. 
vent of Nas conſideration they may be, in 
« our Juſtification before God, When he him- 
« ſelf affirms, that they are. of none ar a?: 
Neither are the words capable of any eva. 
| « ding interpretation. He that Worketk not, 
« is he that worketh not, let men ſay what, JIM} 
J they pleaſe and diſtinguiſh as long as they 
K wil And it is a boldneſs not to be Juſli- 
died, for any to riſe up in oppoſition to ſuck 
* expreſs. divine teſtimonies ; however they, 

may be harneſſed with pliloſophica notions 

« and arguings, which are but as thorns and 
« briars, Which the word of God will pals 
6 through and conſume. —Bur the apoſtle 
further adds, in the deſcription of rhe fube 
* ject of juſtification, that God Juftifieth ihe 

* ungodly, This is that expreſſion which hath | 
[* ſtirred up ſo much wrath among many, 
and on the account whereof, ſome ſeem tro. 
& be much difpleafed with the apoſtle himſelf, 
«If any other perſon dare bar fay, that Gd 
© mſeifieth the ungodly ; he is preſently re- 
[* fected on, as One that, by his doctrine, 
„would 'pyerthrow- the neceſſity of godiinels, 
„ holineſs, Obedience, or good works. For 
* what need can there be of any of them, if 
God juſtifierh che ungody? Howbeit this 
4 b a peripbraſis of God, that is he, who. 
l OT: bye e 9 1 his 5 is his n 3 
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mie and property; as ſuch he will be he. 
TW © lieved and worſhipped, which adds weight 
Aud emphaſis unto the expreflion. And 
nme muſt nor forego this teſtimony of the 
Wl | © Holy Ghoſt, let men bc as angry as they 
—_ IRR .. . 
Baut the difference is about the h 
_ of che words. If fo, it may be allows 
bout mutual offence, though we ſhov!d 
mmmiſtake their proper ſenſe. Only it mut 
be granted, that God 7% 
hat is, ſay ſome, thoſe who formerly were 
e ungodly; not ſuch who continue ungod!r 
F< when they are juſtifed. © And this is mot 
mme. Allthat are juſtified; were before 
e ungodivy; and all that are juſtified, are at 
mitte fame Inſtant made godly, Bur the 
1 3 0 queſtion 18, Whether they are godly or un- 
= * godly antecedently, in any moment of e, 
Wl ** dered aspod!y, and are fo indeed ; then the 


« apottles Words are not true, that Gd 
e ſtifieth the ungodly ; for the contradiftory 
„ propoſition is true, God juſtiſietb non bur 

the podly. , Wherefore, altbough in and 


ich the juſtification of a finner, he is 
mwacle godly; for he is endowed with dur 
„ faith which purifieth "rhe heart, and 13 a vi- 


tal principle of all obedience, and t cor 


e ſcience is purged from dead works by the 
e blood of Ohriſt: yer, anecedently unto hi 
Jenes, he is ungodly, and 4 
as ungodly; as one that worketh net as 


* 


eth the ungodlx. 


„ f aug HO 


obedience: contribs | 


1 1 in our * PFulification. "oe 


, 
en 


2 1 to his juſtification. | As FF Work- : 
eth not, all works are excluded from be- 
e ing the cauſe ; and, as he is ungodly, from 9 


« being the condition, "of his juſtiſication“.“ 


Again: 'That the finner, the ungodly per- 1 


fon, is the only ſubject of juſtification, appears 


from hence. The Spirit of God ſpeaking in 


the ſcriptures, repeatedly declares, that we are 


juſtified. by e : and grace, as already ob- 


ſerved, ſtands in direct oppoſition to works:z 


all winks and. worthineſs of every kind and 
every degrer. Whoever, therefore, is juſti= 
lied by grace, is conſidered as abſolutely un- 
Vorthy, in that very inſtant when the glori- 
ous bleſling is vouchſafed to bim. — This mo- 
mentous truth is ſet in the ſtrongeſt light, in 
the following emphatical Words: Being Jufti- * 
d freely by his grace. Freel/; % grace. 
. theſe words do not prove, that juilificarion 


© entirely free, without. the leaſt reſpect to 
aay ſuppoſed holy qualities i in the ſinner, or 


auy good works performed by him, antece- 
dent to his being poſſeſſed of the unſpeakable 


favour; I think it is impoſſible to cxpreſs any 


ſuch ching. The moſt fruitful invention 


would be at a loſs, to conutrive a form of 
words better adapted to expreſs the com- 


munication. of any benefit, in a way of freeſt _ 
flavour. This text informs us, that, in regard 
to God, Juſtification i is an act of pure unmixed 
grace; excluſive. of all good works, and ab- 


9 folurely independent on any ſuch thing as hu- 
man | worthineſs: and, in reſpe& to Ns that 
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it is e without cauſe; for ſo the adverb, 
in the original, ſignifies . The word freely 
ew” not ſo immediately reſpect, en th he 
_ bleſing itſelf, or the Giver ; as it docs 
ate and. tharatter of the perſons to whom 
the ineſtimable blefling 3 is grafted, It denotcs 


9 that there is no cau/? in them, why they ſhould 


be thus treated by a Fighreous God. In this 


ſenſe the original word: is uſed and tranſlated 
in the following paſſage: 7. hey hated me with 
' 135 i out a cauſe T Was the holy, the harmleſs 5 


Jeſus hated, by the malevolent Jews, withou: 
the eg cauſe in himſelf ? Certainly : co ſup- 
poſe or aſſert the contrary, would be a con. 


| ”  _-tradiQtion of che facred” Text, ald Þlaſph . 


againſt the Son of God. The perſon, therc- 
fore, chat is juſtiied freely by grace, is acccp- 


=. ted without « 5 cauſſe in himſelf, Nothing in 
_ Buy ty about him; is conſidered by the fove- 


reign Dilpenſer of every favour, when he bc- 
| "Rowe the Eu as Pg or qualifying 
ON for . 


bp; i it appears, "Oar If? we {ORE the. I 
perſons who are juitified, and their 25 prior 


to the enje⸗ ment of the immenſely glorious 


= privilege; divine grace appears and reigns in 
= aſi. magnificence and glory. There being 


e conditions Or pre-requiſites ; no terms to 
; he fulfilled? c or good qualities to be obtaincs, 
either Wich or without the divine Aſtance, 


nn order to a full diſcharge before the cterne!l 
= Judge. Jultfcarion” 1» A. ee of pure 


11 0 * Hows Sexwags 1 1 e xv. 9 pn. xxxV. * 
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grace, as | Mel as tranſcendently e 80 

tbe true believer eſteems it, and as ſuch re- 
joice3 in it. In this, as in every other part of 
his ſalvation, he is willing to be nothing, leſs 
than nothing ; that grace an e n 
grace may be all in all. Ill; AR 9 HO 


The various facts a od teſtimonies produced 
from ſacred writ, when treating about the e. 
nes of pardon, equally prove. "the point under 
con ſideratian; and might, together with many 

- others, be adduced and pleaded on the prefein- 
occaſion. For he that is pardoned, is jultified ; 
ad he that is juſtified, is pardoned, as before | 
obſer ved. Conſequently, 16 our pardon be 
free, our. juſtification cannot be conditional. 
But, to avoid prolisity, I ſhall not further en- 
large in proof of the glorious truth; only 
would juſt obſerve———That ſo great a.blef- 
ling, yet abſolutely i frus . ſo divine al fareur, 

yet ſuſpended on na condition, to be per form- 

ed by the inner, diſcovers aſtoniſhing grace. 

This muſt fence the fears and raiſe the hopes 

of the guilty, the accutſed, the felf-condemn- 

ed. And may their hopes be raiſed by ſuch a 
_ confideration-; and by beholding the glory of 

that infinite Being, whoſe honour: and ſove- 

reign prerogative it is, to be inviolably 4 25 ö 

Mt che TRIO of the eons 
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pointed in the eternal counſels and revealed 


im the everlaſting goſpel, in which the con. 


demned criminal may be honourably acquitted 


before the divine tribunal and accepted as 


_ righteous, now demands our attentive regard. 
Here we behold, the inmaculate Holineſs of the 
Deity, and rhe ſtrict juſtice of the Lawgiver. 


[harmonizing witli his tendereſt mercy and 
freeſt favour. Nor can it be otherwiſe. The 


Judge of all che earth muſt do right. He can 


acquit none without a righteouſness. For, to 


Juſtify a perſon, and ro pronounce him righte- 


-ous, are the fame thing. Juſtification is cn. 


dently a for enfic term, and the thing intended 
by i it, a judicial act. So that, were a perlo: 


to be juſtified withour à righteouſneſs, the. 
judgment would not be according to truth ; it 


would be a falſe and unrighteous fentence. 


Again: The righreouſneſs by which we are 
— juſlified: maſt be perfect ; muſt be equal o 


the demands of that law, according to which 


the ſovereign Judge proceeds in our juttitica- 


tion. Every judge, it is evident, muſt have 


N ſome rule by which 0 proceed in his ji Jictal 


capacity. This rule is the law. I talk of 
paſſing judgment, without having any regard 
to a law, is abſurd, and involves a contradic- 


tien, Por 0 fudge” is nothing elſe but to de- 
termine, Whether che object of judgment be 
according 10 rule. A judge firſt conſiders what 

is fact, and then, comparing the fact with the 
rule of action, he pronounces it right or wrong. 

| and approves or condemns the performe: r of 
OO —————_ An ee aan 8 8 therefore, 


«a 


a * 


fi 


in our Juctification 


farmity to that law, which is the rule of our 
conduct. 


5 the wicked; 


will juſtilp. none without a perfect righteouſ- 
nets. 


1oſ{wer the demands of the law. 


of juſtification. completely righteous. Yes, 


reader, it muſt be ſuch as you may venture ro 1 
plead, without the leaſt imputation of arr c 


vance, at the throne of grace, and the bar of 


judgment: fuch to which you may warrant- 
ably afcribe your happineſs in the heavenly 
world, and in Which eum. Berra to all eter 


nity. 


one thing, and ſome another, to be the con- 
dition of it. 
only condition of our acceptance with God, 
s a perfect righteouſneſs. 


> nor does the goſpel ſubſtitute ano- 
ther 


wore, it will admit of 1 no lels. 
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before a judge, is not. righteouſneſs. ber FM 
_ righteouſneſs is no other than a complete con- 


To accept of any obedience ſhort 
of the rule, inſtead of that which perfectly an- 
ſwers it, is to act, not in the capacity of a 
righteous judge, bur under the eharacter of IN 
an abſolute ſovereign. So Jehovah himſelfß jJIMf 
declares, that he will by no means clear the | 
guilty in judgment; that he will not at all ac- 
and, conſequently, that he 


-T hat obedience, therefore, which is 
wailable for this grandelt of all purpoſes, muſt 
It muſt be 
ſuch as will vindicate the honour of divine juſe 
tice and eternal truth, in declaring the ſubject _ 


Many. erden Un of, an not . k 
conditions 'of juſtivicarion ; ſome ſuppoſing 


2 S 


But hence it appears, that the 
This the law re- 


And as the divine law can have no _ 
| Such per- i 
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ns, thorofarey who think of any g tho! 
of a complete obedience being ſufficieut; 15 
them call the ſuppoſed condition b), whar 
name they pleaſe ; would do well to conſider, 
how they can free themſelves from the change 
of Antinomianiem. For the goſpel docs ut, 
in any degree, make void the law. 80 (2; 
from it, that the voice of the goſpel and the 
death of Chriſt, demonſtrate Jehovah to be 
abſolutely inflexible. as to all that his hoty 
law requires: or forbids. The way in which 
_ ſinners are juſtified, does not in the lea? i: 
_ fringe on its rights. For, conſidered as 1 a 
it is unalterable and eternal. Perfect obedi- 
ence was demanded. by it of man, while in « 
ſtate of innocence, as the condition of e. 
Perfect obedience it ſtill requires of man, 
thougli in a ſtare of apoſtaſy. And perfect 
obedience it muſt have, either at our own, i 
a ſurety's hand, or we mutt fall eternally un- 
der its eurſe. 5 | 
Mis then; {hall we: lt. Or how hal 
obtain a juſtifying. rigbteouſncfe: Shall 
Now flee to the late for relief? Shall we apph. 
with diligence and zeal, to the perform dance 
of duty, in order to attain” the defired <1 / 
Such a procedure, though it might Wc "ur 
pride, would betray bur ignorance, Giap- 
point ourchopes, and Mae in eternal ruin.— 
Ihe apoſtle of the Gentiles, when prot-i- al 
10 ling the doftrine of juſtification, poli. , 
_ affirms and ſtrongly proves, that there 7 
1 with God by the to of tg 
law. Now the Works of the law, art thoſe 


BY a5 . % am. 


.. __- 


Inch” of. piety and humanity which the 


| Jaw requires. Nor can any acceptable obe- 
dience be performed, which is not required 


by that Jaw, which demands perfect love to 


God, and perfect love to man. So that when 
the infallible teacher excludes the works of the 


law, from having any concern in our juſtifi- 


cation, he entirely rejects a//-onr works, al 


our duties, of every kind. But, let us hear 
bis words and conſider their import. 


By the deeds of the law, by our own obe- 


dience to it, however {ſincere ; ſhall no fleſh 


be juſtified, accepted of God and pronounced 
righreous in his fig bt. The reaſon is evident; 
| for by the law is the knowledge of fin, as an. 
oppoſition to the divine revealed will, and as 
deſerving an everlaſting curſe“. If ſo, it is 
abſolutely impoſſible that we ſhould be juſtified 
by it ; for a Jaw which proves us guilty, is far 
from pronouncing vs righteous in the eye of 

| the lawgiver.—1 he law entred, was repro- 


mulged at Sinai, that the offence might abound ; 
| that the abundance of our iniquities might be 


manifeſted, and their exceeding ſinfulneſs ap- 
pear f. —The law worketh wrath; it reveals 
the wrath of God againſt all ungodlineſs and 


unrighteoufneſs of men, It faſtens a charge 
of guilt on the criminal, and works a ſenſe of 
deferved wrath in his conſcience. Far from 
juſtifying any offender, it denounces utter def. 


| nuction againſt him, and unſheaths the ſword 
of vengeance 1 many as are Y the works of 5 


EW 20. Gal j 1 . 
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J 07 Grace as it reigns. 


the law : who 90 their beſt erst 0 keep 
it, and are looking for juſtification by! it; are '; 
what ? In a promiſing way to obtain cc. MF i: 
ance with God, and to be:rewarded With e. | #02) 
ternal life? quite the reverſe. They ir 1». WM ci 
den à dreadful cure. For it is woriitcn, F ib 
the pen of infallibility, and is awfully erte | 
. bye, of Jehovah's. unchangeable purpoſ: ; 
| CURED 18/EVBRY. ONE, Without any reſped of RE Mal 
perſons, without any regard to pleas, rar 
CONTINUE TH NOT IN ALL THINGS tie all 
ritten in ibe back: of the law to de them, 
From this alarming, text we learn, that there eſte 
never Was, nor can be any acceptance with 
God, wirhout a perfect abe 
obedience, perfect in its principle, complete in ad. 
all its parts, and without the leaſt incerrupiica 
in chought, word, or deed; - For he who fab 
in one point, breaks the law, is Wy before ther 
God, and. expoſed ruin; W 
The apoſtle argues in proof of the point, al 
7 fol the oppoſition. there is, betwect living 
by faith, and living by the works of it: law, be. 
Theſe arc his words; That no man, however mad; 
excellent his moral character, however rigte- bm, 
ous in his on eſteem; is juſtified by his own | No 
_ obedience to #he laro in the fight of of C57, 4 i iſ © 
evident: For the justy the truly rightcons and Wi avi 
juſtitied perſon, hall line by faith.. 4 4, that unde 
baue does not obtain the character and £2107 e 
the bleſſedneſs connected with it, virine Jah, 
of his own obedience, Wear. from lence 3 bro, 
| 77 Mm 
+ Gal. iii. IQ, : | „ Jam. 4 Li. 10. | | 4 Va 
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Lhe law is nat of faith, it makes no mention 
$ a Redeemer, or of believing in him. But, 
s uniform language is, %% man that doeth 
"ig that punctually performs the duties 
zjoined, and entirely avoids the things pro- 
ibired ; he, and he only, Hall live in them, 
| (hall find acceptance and enjoy peace . 
The inſpired penman, ever jealous of his 
Maſter's honour, ever concerned for the glo- 
rj of divine grace, argues from an ab/urdity: 
an abſurdity, obvious to the meaneſt capacity, 
ü! ſhocking to every mind, that has the leaſt 
etecm for the Lord Redeemer. 1 righteous. 
ms come by the lag: If men either were or 
could be juſtified, by their own duties and 
endeavours, then it would 1nevirably follow, 
at Christ is dead in vain all his obedience 
awd all his ſufferings were uſelefſs things; 
there was no occaſion for them +. Again; ; 
ey which are of the law be he irt : if they 
ho rely on their own legal performances, be 
xcepted of God and entitled to the heavenly 
nheritance ; faith, in a dying Redeemer, is 
Image entirely void, and the promiſe of ir by 
bim, is made F none fe? ||. | Ee , 
Nor are the works "of the law, BEE Paul 
b exprefsly and repeatedly excludes from 
laving any „ in our juftification, to be 
wderitood only of an obedience to thoſe pre. 
lie rites and ceremonial inſtitutions of Jeho- 
h, which, being of a temporary kind, were 
rogated, by. the death of Chriſt. {Saw de. 
gn. Was to ſer. alide all our obedicnce to c. 
484. 1. I 1 12. t al. UÞ, Ak. eee iv. 4. | 
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Jaw all our works and duties of ever 7 
Bud, That this was the intention of the 


cred writer, appears from the following conf... 
derations.—1 he apoſtle excludes al! 7075 in 

general. God imputeth righteous with 
do- grace ye are $aved—not f — 
by grace, then it is no more of works NV by 
 evorks of righteouſness which 20e have den. — 
Who hath taved  us——not according ts tur 
works He does not only ſay, that we we 
not juſlifed by the works of the law but 
alſo, that we are not juſtified by works ; per- 


formances, durics, obedience, in general, "what 


rule ſocver may be their object, or however | 
they may be denominated. 
give the leaſt hint, as if he meant only to cx. 
clude the works of ſome particular law, 
duties of ſome particular kind, in contradi 


ſtincton to others. And when the Spirit of 
God declares, that we are not juſtified » 


ab, without limiting the phraſe to any po" 


ticular kjnd of duties; what authori:y have 


we to reſtrain the ſenſe to this or thai ſort of 


works, to the excluſion of others: Fo! a 


all duties performed in obedience to @ aw, 
are works, whether the law be dere AS 


moral or ceremonial, old or new; io 1 
works, whatever they be, are here cxclded 


without; any Exception. 


Again: That law which the Potle deſigus, 


ſtands in direct oppoſition to the grace of tlic 
1 golpel, and the promiſe of life; to // 1% in 


5 Rom. iv. 15 Eph, u 8, 9. Rom. 5 6. Tu. iii. 5. „2 Tim 9 


He does not | 


. Fr 


in our Jurtiſfation. 1 J T4 


g chriſt and the righteouſne/+ of faith. The pro- 
miſe !hat he ſhould be the heir of the world, was 
t to Abraham, or to his A through the law, 
but through the righteouſneſs of faith. For i, 
they «which are of the law be heirs faith is made 
boi and the promiſe made of none” effect. Be- 
-auſe the law worketh wrath ; for where-there 
is no law, there is no tranſprefſion. Therefore, | 
it is of faith, that it might be by grace, thai the 
promiſe might be fare 'to all the ſeed. J. Now. 
it is the moral, and not the ceremonial wit 
which ſtands ;oppoſed to grace and the p 
miſe, to faith and the righteouſneſs of faith. 8 
For the ceremonial law exhibited, iu various 
ways, the grace of God, tlie promiſed Meſſiah, 
and life by him, as the great objects of faith : 
and hope under the ancient Jewith ceconomy 2. 
it cannot, therefore, be ſtated and conſidered 
n this contraſted view, without a manifeſt im- 
| propriety, But the moral law is mor of faith ; 
ir contains no revelation of grace; it exhibits 
no foundation of traſt, no object of hope, for 
guilty ſinners ; nor does it make the leaſt 
promiſe to them, but all the reverſe. Be- 
de ;, the law here intended toren wrath. | 
By a tranſgreſſion of it, Wrath is incurred; 
and by a conviction of the evil of ſuch dit. 
chediencey a ſenſe of deſerved: wrath poſſeſſes 
ne conſcience. Which, though perfectly ap- 
 jicable to the moral law, and to mankind in 
general as breakers of it; yet cannot be af. 
irmed of the ceremonial inſtitutions, neither 
"0 regard to en nor Gentiles. As to the 
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Former thoſe rites were long ſince abrogate! ; 
as to the latter, they never were under an y 
obligation to obſerve them. 
-, Further: The important rea/ons aſſigued by 
the ſacred diſputant, why we cannot be ju}. 
fied by the works of the law, but by fail: iy 
_ Jeſus, make it evident, that he intended to cx. 
; clude, not only all ceremonial performances, 
but alfo all our moral obedience. Having af- 
ſerted, that there is no juſtification by the 
| _ deeds of the law, he adds; For by Ihe law; 
the knowledge of in?. Now the apoſtle in. 
forms us, from his own experience, that e 
knowledge of fin comes by that lato, which 
_ forbids all irregular defires and every unſanc- 
tied affection. I had not tnown ſin but by !h: 
law ; for ] had not known luſt, except the law 
had ſaid, Thou ſbalt not ' covet +. Hence it |; 
plain to a demonſtration, that all the deeds and 
duties of that law, by which is the knowledre 
- af fin, are entirely excluded from all concern 
in our juſtification: and that the Jaw which 
F convinces of ſm, is ſpiritual; reaches i | 
| thoughts and intents of the heart; and /ay;, 
Toi ſhalt not covet. Whether it be the mos. 
* or ceremonial law, which is here intended. che 
reader I preſume, will be at no loſs to dzicr- 
mine,. Another reaſon aſſigned is, lest 9! 
man ſboulel boast. By grace ye are saved. 
e works, lest any man ſhould boaſi—-To declare 
at this time bis righteousness, that he mig, be 
Fo gut and the Futifier of him that believeth itt 
Neu. Where is boasting then? It is excluded, 
1 Rem. , / | + Nom. if, 7 
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By what FROG ? of works ? Nay : but by the law 
of faith. From whence the apoſtle er the 
following concluſion: Therefore we conclude, 
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law *. Now of what are men ready to 
boaſt, in a religious view, but of their abe 
{ed moral goodneſs ? Of What, but the inte- 
grity of their hearts and the regularity of 
their lives ; their ſincere intentions and pious 
verformances | ? Theſe, therefore, we may 
jultly infer, are entirely excluded. For if no 
works be accepted but thoſe of a ceremonial 
kind, and if our moral obedience be any way 
concerned m procuring acceptance with God, 
how is boaſting excluded ? Does not the per- 
formance of moral preceprs afford as fair a 
ground for boaſting, as a ſubmiſſion to cere- 
monial rites ? and were not the ancient one 
riſes guilty | in both reſpects . 


Nor is faith ieſelf our Wr or thi 
for the ſake of which we are juſtified. For 
though believers are ſaid to be juſtified by 
| ith yet not for faith. That faith is not our 

righteouſneſs, is evident from the following 

contderations,———INo man's faith is perfect ; 
and if it were, it would not be equal to the 
demands of the divine law. Ir could not, 
therefore, be accounted or accepted as a 
complete righteouſneſs, without an error in 
judgment, But the judgment of God is ac- | 
coruing to truth, and according to the rights 
of Us lay, as before proved.—That obedi- 
22 


1. 1 9. 1 iii, 26, 27, 28, + Lake . 
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righteouſneſs, to. conſider it in ſuch a light 


Alf faith itſelf be that, on account of wh: 


* <3: 2 
= 
A — 7 


ence by whit ſinner is juſtißed, i is called Je 
righteousness of faith; righteongness by faith, 


and is ſaid to be revealed to faith *: conle. 


© quently, it cannot be faith ie. For, as as it is 
V another, by another, and revealed to an. 


ther it muſt be diſtinguiſhed;from; that other, 


Faith, in the buſineſs of juſtification, {iands 
apposed to all works. Ta him that ur kei, no, 
but | believeth, . But if it were our juſtifying 


* wouJd be highly improper... For, in ſuch a 
- connedtion, it falls under the conſideration of 
A, work, A, condition, on the performance 0! 
which our acceptance with God-is. n 


we are accepted, then ſome believers are ju- 
tified by a more, and fome by a le perfe. 
_ righteouſneſs, . in exach proportion to thc 


ſtrength or weakneſs of heir. Faith, He Wa: 
strong in faith 


NY that of others; or. elſe, ſome are mo- > fal- 
y juſtified than others ; z each of which is ab. 
Ne be which is the end of the law, is our 
righteoulneſs.;, which, certainly, is not faith, 


but the obedience. of our exalted Subſtirue. . 


Chriſt is the end of the. law, FOR RIGHTE0Us- 


N88, to bery ane that believeth.—Thar righie- 


| ouſneſs by which many are juſtified, is the 
- obedience of One. The believer, therefore, 
is not juſtified. for the fake of his own faith; 
ol then there mult be as Any diſtinct righte- 


' * Sides, | ii. 22. rue. lit. 9. Rom. i. 17. 
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Oje of little faith. Cone. 
quently, more of juſtice and leſs of grace 
- would appear in the. juſtification of ſome, chen 


„ ot ate ah 


in eur Fultification. | 


buſneſſes, as there are juſtified perſons.—If 
faith itſelf be our juſtifying righteouſneſs, then 
we may, Without either pride or tolly, depend 
upon it, plead before God, and rejoice in it. 
For, whatever the Moſt High is pleaſed to ac- 
cept as our rightcouſnels, may be pleaded be- 
fore him as fach : And whatever may be ſo 
pleaded, muſt be eſteemed a proper ground 
of our confidence may be uſed as an argu- 
ment in prayer, at the throne of grace, and 
as the foundation of our hope of final happi- 
neſs. And whatever is thus the ground of 
our confidence, muſt be the fruitful ſource of 
our /diritual joy. So that, according to this 
notion, not Chrift, but faith, is the capital 
wing; the object to which we muſt lock. 

the glorious Redeemer and his undertaking, 


are only conſidered as a kind of auxiliaries in 


the affair of juſtification; - While faith is the 
grand requiſite, as it renders Immannet's work 
effectual, and crowns the whole. —— Once 
more: To underſtand thoſe words, Faith 


was imputed to him for righteouſneſ7, in the Ar- 


minian ſenſe, is to contradict the whole icope 
| ard defign of the apoſtle's argumentation, 
hen treating about the juſtification of fin- 
vers, For his main deſign is to prove, that 
the eternal Sovereign juſtifies freely ; without 

any cauſe in the creature; But according to 
chis y potheſis, faith is the condition; is the 
canie 3 is that on account of which we are 
accepted as righteous. For it is conſidered 
under the formal notion of righteduſneſs. 
ende! it appears, that it ĩs not faith 110 If, but 
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its -glerionn Oe which Paul intends, when 
he ipeaks. of n being en for rig hte. , 
ouſneſ; . 


. nally under, which requires an abfolutely par 


fect obedience, and denounces.a curſe on the 
leaſt offender, abrogated by. the mediation of 


. more happily adapted to the infirwiric: of a 


i . 
. * 75 — y 
1 4x r hr TRI amn 
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But is it not F hw. 1 man Was origi. 


jeſus Chriſt? and is not a new, remedia!, il. 
der law introduced in its. ſtead ; one thar 3; 


fallen creature, requiring only a cer te 
dience, as the condition of ee before 
the Sovereign Judge ? No: For, not to tale 
notice that ſuch a ſcheme repreſents the g. 
"wal as making void the, law ; not to. mcution | 
many other things which might be urged ; 
the ſentiment ſuppoſes, that the old, the ct. 
nal law.of God, was either too. EE in it 1 
precepts, or too /evere in its ſanRion ; and, c 
that its requiſitions never were, nor cver will 
be performed, either, by. ourſelves or © 
- Surety, . An imagination this, which delerves 
the utmoſt abhorrence; as, in, one view, |! 
denies perfection to that law, Which is J 15 
and juſt, and good, and as, in another it 
' Wpbly, reflets on the wildam, or equity, ot. 
. goodneſs of the ſupreme. Legiſlator ; in ch. 
acting a law, the repeal of which was {- Wl 
ceſſary, in order to accompliſh. the de gu f »: 
His grace.——Belides, the. ſcheme 1s ad! ſurd. 
For it ſuppoſes that the law which maus , 
now under, requires only an inperſec. obe ⸗ Wl « 
dience, But an imperfect e is Calle, 6. 
nde nalger. Us OG whether it, be dens: 
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minatal old or neto. For every law requires. 
perfect. obedience to its own precepts and pro- 
| kibitions. Whatever law we are ſuppoſed to 
be under; it muſt be the ſtandard of duty aud 
the rule of our obedience; and every rule 
requires, and cannot but require, a eee 
conformity to itfelf. That law which forbids. 


every irregularity in, our tempers and con- 


duct, whatever name it may bear, is the rule 


of our duty, the law Which is now in force; 


otherwiſe. ſuch; jrregulariry would not be ſin; 3 
ſuch a deviation from perfect rectitude, would 
be no fault. That which is not prohibited, 
that which is the breach of no law, cannot be 
ſin; for in de a transgreſſion: of the law. If 
then, we are forbidden to commit fin, it muſt - 
be by a law now in force; and if every fin 

be a breach of it, nothing ſhort. of perfect 
obedience. can be required by it. Conſe- 


quently. nothing can be accepted as righte- 


ousneſs, in the ſight of God, but an obe- 


dience in all reſpects complete, a perfect obe- 
dience, either een 50 us, or imputed a 5 


to us Ze 


*. To 1 1 and e my argument, 4 
would take the liberty to introduce a paragraph or | 
wo, from a late excellent writer: who, when touch! WI 
ing upon this ſubject, obſeryes : TY bey,“ the Arm». OY | 


nian, ** flrenupuſly maintain, that i it would be unjuſt in 


«© God, to. require any thing of as beyond our preſent; 
* nawer and ability-ro. pet form; and alſo hold, rhat we 


are now unable to perform perfect obedience, and 


that Chriſt died to ſatisfy for the imperfedions of our 
'*. obedience, and has made way that our imperfect obe - 
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Nor! are we accepted of God on accoun of 


ay: holineſs dann, 16S in ur . the Hol 


| «in hey how, inſenſibly to run * them(ſcl« es into the 
„ groſſeſt inconufiflence. For they hold, That Cod. jr 


1 mercy. i munkind, has aboliſhed that rigorous cn. 


Wy utton, or law, that they were under originally 5 aid, 11. 


flead of it, has introduced a more mild con Pitkin 
Uh A put us under a new law, which. requires no r 
ﬆ than imperſeft, fincere obedience," in cine; with our 


45 poor, infirm impotent circumflances fince the fall. 


„ would aſk, What law theſe imperfeRtions of our 


„% Nuw, bow can thefe things be made confdent! | 
1 


© obedience area breach of 2 If they are a breach © 
„ no law that we were ever under, then they 2re 10! 


„ fins. And if they be not ſins, what need of Chriſt's 
dying 98 tor them? But if they are fins, and 


* the breach of ſome law, what law is it? They * 
not be a breach of their ew law: for [ necordir 9 
« their principles }Jtbat requires no other than inyer 


fo „ fe& obedience, or obedience with perfect ons: 


4% and, therefore, to have obedience attended with m. 
« perfeQions, i is no breach of it; for, it is os mich as 

n requires. And they cannot bea breach of ci 
* old law; for that, they ſay, is entirely aboliſhed, and 
« we never were under it. — They ſay, it would not 


be juſt in God to require of us perfect obedience, 
e becauſe it would not be juſt to require more than we 
can perform, or to puniſh us for failing off it. And 

1 therefore, by their own fcheme, the imperfe cao 


« of our obedience do not deſerve to be punificd, 
% What need, therefore, of Chritt's dying to fatty 
for them? What need of his /uffering, to fat ff io 


» that which is no fault, and, in its own DATuIE, de- 


« ſerves ro lufferigg? What nced of Chrift's g 10 
«« purchaſe that our imperfect obedience ſhould be sc. 
e cepted, when, according to their ſcheme, would 
«« be unjuſt, in itſelf, that "ey other obe dience that 


40 imferfed, ſhould be required? What need of Chris 


dying to make way for God's accepting ſuch an obe. 


1 e it | would vo unjult in nim not to arceps ! 


Spirit or any good works performed by us "jN\IR 
throagh the aſſiſtance of divine grace after re-: |JRI8N 


| 

s there any need of Chriſt's dying to prevail with God "Oe 
© not to do unrighteouſly '— if it be ſaid, That Cr! 
« died to Jatisfy. that old law for us, that ſo we might |! | It 
« pot be under it, but that” there might be room fir i 141 
& our being under a milder lach; Still 1 would inquire 11 
« What need of Chrii}'s Wying that we might not be n 
« under a law, which, by their principles, it, would be 
„ in itſelf unjuſt that we ſhould be under, whether Chriit 
had died or no, beeauſe in our preſent state, we are 

„ not: ab 20 S000; , ot 7 SHR 

„80 the Armipians are inconſistent with themſelves) 
„not only in What they ſay of the need of Cheist's Vt 
| © ratizfaftion, to atone for thoſe imperfections which FNMA 
| © we cannot avoid; but alſo in what they fay of the _ 4 it 
« orace of God, granted io enahle men to perform the 10 400 
„ {iicere obedience of the new. law, They. grant, La. 
i by.reaſon of orig inal fin, we are utterly diſabled for the | | 
| # performance of the condition, without new grace from 
God. But they affirm, 704 He gives ſuch grace to Wn | 
4, by which: the | performance of the condition is truly 0 00 
pglſille: Aud that upon ihis ꝓround be may and. e 

| * dreth moſt juſlly require it. if they intend _ * ,0WFR0R 
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! 
| — | | 
wy to ſpeak properly by graze they muſt mean, that 1 
* ajp.ance which is of grace, or of free favour and 11 8 | 


| & Xindnefs, But yet chey ſpeak of it as very un rea - e 
« ſonable, unj uſl and crurl, for God to require that, as 111 FV00K 
© thecondition of pardon, that is become impoſſiple b ß 
original fin. If it be fo, what rate is their in gi- f 
| + ving aſſiſtance and ability to petform the condition 
| © of pardon? Or why is that called by the name att 
grace, that is an, abfolute debt, which God is bound. . 
Ito beſtow, and which it would be unju't and cruel! jj) 
in Him to withold; ſeeing he requires that, as 
| the condition of pardon, which we cannot perform 
without it PlSee that maſterly work, entitled, 


| A careful and «tric? enquiry into the modern prevailing ' Notons 7 
| 85 Freedom of Will, which is suppos:d to be eſſential to moral Agency, ee 
Mr Jonathan Edwards, p. 220, zar, 2225 5 e e | 
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generation. For, if we be the ſubjects of it, 
ſtill it is aur own righteouness, however at. 
tained or performed; but all our own righte. 
_ oulneſs is extremely imperfect, and is, hee. 
fore, entirely excluded. This appears from 
hence. All righteouſneſs conſiſts, either ig 
Habit or act; either in the prinoipic or the 
practice of it. Now, if our external obedi- 
ence to the commands of God be not gur 
own righteouſneſs, there is no ſuch thing; 
and fo the phraſe, as uſed by men, and inte 
ſacred writings, muſt be entirely deſtitute of 
all propriety, ſenſe and meaning. As to the 
principle of all obedience, what is it bur the 
loue of God? This is purity. of heart; this is 
true holineſs, And though this heavenly 
affection be not natural to man, but a fruit of 
the Spirit; yet it is included under ihe ge- 
neral idea, of our awn righteousness, For 
there is no ſuch thing as righteoutnet, or mo- 
ral goodneſs, where God. is not the object o 
ſupreme affection; where our Maker is not 
ſincerely loved. A rational creature who does 
not love the infinitely amiable Jehovalz, is fo 
far from having any thing which may be 
called righteourness, that he is aftuared by the | 
temper, and bears the very image of the de- 
vil. For, where divine love has no place 2 
the heartz the diſpoſitions of the mind we 
entirely ſinful, and the whole conduct a d. 
rect oppoſition to the revealed will of God. 
+ Conſequently, if nothing be worthy to de 
called righteouſueſs, where the lovc of 6000 
has no influence; and if all our own obe. 
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dience be excluded, in the article of juſtifi. 
cation; all that holineſs and all thoſe duties 
* which follow regeneration and are performed 
be the afſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, muſt be 

| totally ſer aſide, as to that important affair, 
According to theſe words: By grace ye are 
ſcved not of works. What works ? thoſe to 
which they were created in Chri/t Jecus, and 
| in which'God ordained that they ſhould wwalk *, 
Hence it is, that Paul very evidently diſtin- 


guithes, between that righteousneſs by which 


he was juſtified, in which alſo he deſired to 

be found, and all his own' holinets and righte- 
ous deeds. And be found in Hlim, not having 
nine own righteausness, which is of the law ; 
| but that which is through the faith of Chri/t, 
| the righteousness "which is of God by faith 1. 
Nor can any man, with the leaſt ſhadow of 
reaſon, ſuppoſe, that the apoſtle ever ima- 
gined himſelf to have attained that holineſs, 
or per formed thoſe good works, included un- 
der the general phraſe, his own righteouness, 
without the divine afliftance, -Þ 


Agam ; Te aſſert that our ' own righteous- 
nels is the condition of our juſtification, let 
the condition be ever ſo fmall, is to confound © 
the two very different and oppoſite.covenants 
of works and grace. What was the covenant 
vi works ? was it not a conſtitution which re- 
| quired a perſonal obedience, as the condition 

of life, and promiſed acceptance with God 
ba the performance of that condition? This 


pd. k. 8, 9, 10. f Pliiip, M. 9. 
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was the tenbur of it, and in this its eſſence 
conſiſted.” Whatever covenant, therefore, | 
proceeds on the fame terms, or has the g. 
ture of them in it, however it may be varied 


Of Grace, as it reigns 


— 


in other reſpects, it is ſtill the fame, As in 


the renewal of the promiſe concerning the 


Meſſiah, in which the eſſence of the covenan: 


of grace was contained, though the ſovercign 


Diſpenſer of all good was pleaſed to vary 11s 


language, and to exhibit his mercy in dit. 
ferent. views, under the Patriarchal, Moſaic, 


ways the fame, in ſubſtance. So, whatever 


and Chriſtian, diſpenfations ; yet it was 4 


variations may be fuppoſed to have taken 


place, reſpecting the covenant of works; ſo 


long as its grand characteriſtic, Do THis Nn 


LIVE, is retained, it is {till the fame covenant. 


Io ſet the point in a clearer light, be it ob- 


ſerved; That our firſt parents, before the 
fall, were under the covenant of works; and 


ſuppoſiug they had performed the condition 


Of it, they would have had a right to life, 


and wouldhaye enjoyed the promiſed bleſling; 


And though the enjoyment of life was fur 


primitive ſtate, than the leaſt ſuppoſed cond! 


pended on the performance of perfect obei!- 
ence, yet that was eaſier to them, in their 


tion would be to us in our fallen, corrupted 
ſtate. And how great foever the ditpuriy 


woas, between the obedience preſcribe and 
the bleſling promiſed; yet, had the concur | 


been performed, and. life enjoyed in conte 


| quence of it, the happy ſtate would have becn 


paoſſeſſed, not aga gift of grace, but as « . 
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ward * pactional debi*. Nor w auld. it have 


been of grace At all, in that ſenſe i in which the 
ſacred writers ule the term, when e a- 


bout the juſtification of ſinners. 


But ſuppoſing the condition of that cove- 


nant had been pertoxmed by our firſt father, 

and that life had beet enjoyed by him, as the 

reward of his own obedience ; how, or BY 
what meats, could he have performed it ? 


By that power and rectitude wich which his 

nature was endowed. But who gave him 
that power and rectitude? Who endowed 
him with thoſe. holy qualities, which fitted 
him for ſuch obedience ? Who maintained 
| thoſe moral abilities and preſerved him in ex- 
iltence itlelf? The anſwer is obvious. Yet, 
his being furniſhed with ſufficient powers and 
capacities, and having them preſerved by the 
Lord his Maker, would not have prevenred 


tlc reward of life from being by works. Life 


would ſtill have been by the legal covenant ; 
1 entirely oppoſite 10 that Way of : 
jalliication. and IPO ls, which is revealed 1 in 


the goſpel. 


Vet further, to evince the: eval! and con- 
rm the argument, it may be obſerved; That 
tic covenant of works itſelf did not require, 
den from innocent Adam, the performance 

or its condition by a power independent on di- 
vine afliſtance. Nor could it, confiſtent with 
tlc nature of the dependent being, as man in 
lis beſt eſtate, and every mere creature, muſt 


ixcelſarily be. For oo ab is as much 
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owing to a divine power, as creation itself 


"Thoſe holy qualities, therefore, with which 
man was at firſt endowed, could no otheryif 


be maintained, than by à continual divine ;1. 


fluence from his Creator and Preſerver. For 
if a divine agency be "neceſſary to a conti. 


nuance in mere exiſtence; it muſt certainly de 


allowed neceſſary to an holy and happy . 


ence; ſuch as our original parents would ny. 


-doubtedly have enjoyed, had they continued 


in a ſtate of. innocence.— If, then, we talk 9' 


terms and conditions, reſpecting the coverant 
of grace; the queſtion is not, Whether they 


be great, or ſmall, hard or eaſy ? but lt. 


ther there be any condition at.al, to be per. 
formed by the ſinner, in order to obtain 4c. 
ceptance with God, and a right to life? Aud, 


Whether a ſuppoſition of any ſuch thing, docs 


not in effect, annihilate all difference, be- 


tween the old and the new covenant, the h 


andthe go/pel, grace, and works* ? | 


lf the covenant of grace be duly conſidered, it wil 


appear, that the execution of it, and the final happi- 
neſs of t he covenaneees, do not depend on the proper 
_exerciſe of the human will, or on any condition to be 
performed by man: that covenant having ail its virtve 
aud benign efficacy, from the authority, love, a fail; 
flufneſs of God himfelf This glorious conftituiion con. 
_ fiſts of af/olute promiſes. Eph. ii. 12. Jer: xxx1- 2 
14 Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12- Nor is there any tung 

ike 


a condition, which is not provided for anc contain: 


ed in the promiſes themſelves They, therefore, act 
à very injudicious part, who endeavaur to cxplaia itt 
nature of this divine covenant, by conſidering the pro- 
perties of | thoſe compacts, which are common 419% 


men. For, in ſo doing, they entirely obſcure che 5 
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if then, the ſubject of juſtification be, in 
limfelf ungodly ; if the ſupreme Governour 
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of the world, neither will nor can juſtify ax 
| wvichout a perfect righteouſneſs; and if ſuch le; 
| righteoufneſs cannot poſſibly be found in Jil 


our own performances, nor in faith irfelf, Fi 
gor in any of the graces or fruits of the Ho- | 
iy Spirit; it is abſolutely neceflary that a 
nighteouſneſs wrought out by another, thould 
de imputed to us, or placed to our account, 
Where, then, where but in the jni/bed work 
Jesus CHRISsTr, ſhall we find this vicarious- 
righteouſneſs ? Yes, the ſpotleſs obedience, 
the bitter ſufferings, and rhe accurſed death 
of our heavenly Subſtitute, conſtitute that 
cry righteouſneſs by which alone a finner 
can be juſtified before God. That amazing 
work which the mcarnate Son completed, 
| when he bowed bis ſacred head and gave up 
the ghoſt, is the grand requifite to our juſti- 
keation before the heavenly tribunal. This, 
| this is that alone, to which the eternal Sove- 
teign has reſpect, when he pronounces the 
fnner righteous and acquits him in judgment. 
| Hence we are faid, to be made righteous by 
tbe obedience of Chriſt, and to be juſtified by 
bi blood*. This blood being ſhed, and that 
| obedience being performed, by the glorious 
of ſovereign grace, and leave the awakened ſinner 
deſtitute of all hope. Vide Owrn's Theolog. p. 155, 
156. Edit. Oxon. Wirrs. Ocon 13. C 1. 98—18 
| 40s Synod. Dordrach. Pars. iii. p. 312. Hoorxnuck, 
Summa Contrav. L. x. p. 805 | 5 | 
* 8 Rom. v. 9,19. f | 
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| Sod on the e 3 behalf and in his ne 
ture, are placed to bis account, as fully 


as much to his advantage, as if be had, 0 


his own perſon, underwent the ſufferings . 


performed the obedience.— Ihe fufferin-; 


the holy ſeſus, thoſe dreadful ſufferings c. che 
Son of God abd Lord of glory, confidercd jr 
connection with his conſummate obedicn. 
to the preceptive part of the law, w kick: 
for the ſuper-excellency* of it, is cal! ed Th 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD—theſe, including | 
in them all that the righteous but broken 


law requires, being accepted by the Judge 


and imputed to the ſinner, are the united 
cauſc, the role matter and ground of his fulf 
diſcharge. This let me indulge che pleaſing 
idea, and repeat the precious truth -T, 
without any addition, of any ſort whatever, 
is that work for the ſake of which, the wreich- 


ed ſinner is pronounced juſt and adjudged to 
lite by Him, who is of purer eyes than tn d.. 


hold iniquity. By this obedience the h] 


honoured ; juſtice is fatisfied. Jehovah de. 


clares himſelf well-pleafed with it, and treats, 
7 as his 1 ak all thoſe who are fornd in it. 


That we are not Jagel 7 a perlonal, bu. 


an imputed righteouſneſs, appears from tie 
ſcripture with ſuperior evidence. There the 
doctrine is taught in the plainelt terms there 
the important truth is ſet in the ſtrongef 
light. It was in his way, that Jebovah i. 


| fied the father of the faithful; to the con. 
deration of which notable example of Ge 
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grace and free acceptance, Paul referred his 
fewiſh brethren for their conviction, and for 
the inſtruction of all who ſhould at any time 
enquire after the methods of grace. Abra- 
ham was the renowned progenitor of the Iſrae- 
lirih nation, and was honoured with the ex- 
alted character of THE FRIEND oF COD. 
His refignation and faith, his obedience and 
piety, ſtand on everlaſting record. Few, 
among all the faints, &ver manifeſted fo cheer- 
ful a ſubmiſton to the divine will, or fo un- 
reſerved a confidence in the divine promiſe. . 
No ſooner did the true God figniry his will to 
him, that he ſhould leave his native country Wil |! 
and bis father's: houſe, than he obeyed; and 
went out, not knowing wwhither he went *. No 
tooner did the great Poſſeſſor of heaven ane 
earth intimate his ſovereign pleaſure, that ghe 
ſnould facrifice his only ſon, his Iſaac, whom 
lie loved, than he readily ſubmitted; though - 
the heavenly mandate was quite unprece- 
| cented, and. the thought of performing it 
enough, one would think, to altoniſh and 
contound him. Yer theſe acts of obedience, 
though highly pleaſing. to God, and ſuch as 
will be had in everlaſting remembrance, were 
nor the cause or condition of his juſtification, 
They, indeed, afforded the nobleſt teſtimony, . 
that his faith was genuine and his piety real; 
and, in that ſenſe, he was usted, or de- 
cared righreous, by his works +. But they 
were far from being placed to his account, 
mn the article of divine acceptance. For if, 


Gen. wil. Hieb. zi. $; F 4 latnes ii. 21-23. 
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which he arrived. 
on ſuch a ſuppoſition, have gloried bel fore 
his fellow-creatures, yet not before God. iy 


Patriarch, any woy ſingular. 
he had no excluſive. privilege. 

5 added, Now it wwas not written, in the anci 

| feriptures, for his ſake alone, that it, the wor 
ofa dying and riſing Redeemer, was : ne 
la him; 


the dead. For they | 
bleſſed with faithful Abraham*,-—Now it 3 


mances? 
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0 Abraham were jutified by his own <4; 
though amazingly great, and in one inſtance 
quite unparallelled; he hath whereof fo o glory, 

in compariſon with. otbers, who come far 


ſhort of that elevated pitch of ob edience to 
But though he mich, 


what saith the ſcripture : Abraham belic: 


the promiſe of God, coxcernivg the Meſa 


and the work to be accompliſhed by tim, 


and it was counted unto bim for riehteounc. 
Nor was the method in which "God pro- 


ceeded, in the juilification of this illuſt rious 
In this rel pect 
For n 1s 


but for us alte, whether Jews or Gen: 
tiles, ts whom it ſhall be imputed, if wwe bel 
gn him that raiſed- up Feſus. our Lord fn 
which be of a are 


perſon of ſuch victorious faith, exalted piety, 


and amazing obedience as he was, did not. 


obtain acceptance with God on account ©! 


His ow holinefs or duties, but by an jnp4d | 
righteouſneſs ;, who ſhall pretend. to au in. 
tereſt in the heavenly. bleſſing, i in virtue of 


his own fincere endeayours, or pious perfor- 
performances, not fit to, be Names 
in compariſon with thoſe. that adorned the 


evnduct and character of . 8 FRIEND: 


e. 6, 2 8, * 


Rem. iv. 2, 35 23,23, 24. 
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The apoſtle having ſhewn in what way the 
| {her of the choſen tribes was juſtified before 
the King immortal; and having intiraated, 
chat the Patriarch was conſidered as an vngodly 
perſou, as one who had done no good works, 
when the Lord imputed righteouſneſs to him, 
in order to his final acceptance; to illuſtrate 
and confirm the momentous truth which he 
maintains, he preſents his reader with a de- 
ſeription that David gives of the truly blefled 
man. And how does the royal Pſalmiſt de- 
{cribe him.? To what does he attribute his 
acceptance with God ?. to an inherent, or an 
| inputed righteoufnels ? Does he repreſent him 
as attaining. the happy ſtate, and enjoying che 
precious privilege, in conſequence of: per- 
forming a ſincere obedience, and of keeping 
the law to the beſt of his power? Nothing 
leſs. His words. are, Bleſſed are they whoſe 
| iniquities are. forgiven, and whoſe fins are co- 
vered.. Bleſſed is the man is whom the Lord 
will not impute, fin. — The bleſſed man is here 
| deſcribed as one who is, | himſelf, a polluted 
| creature and a guilty. criminal. As one who, 
before grace. made the difference, was on a 
 Icvel with the reſt. of, mankind ; equally un- 
worthy, and equally. wretched. And the fa-. 
| cred penman informs us, that all his bleſſed- 
neſs ariſes from an - imputed righteouſneſs. 
For What elſe can be intended by thoſe re- 
markable words, with which he introduces 
the evangelical declaration? Even. as David: 
acribeth the  blefſedneſs of the man what 
nan? Why he #6 whom: the Lord impiteth 
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profeſſors it is evident from hence, that the 


Ng bro nen . The righte ouſ. 
neſs here intended, cannot be understood ot 


the perſon? 8 % obedicncy'; - becauſe it is ex. 
preſsly faid, to be without works. Eli owy 


virtues and duties, however excellent, c contri. 
bute nothing towards it. No; it is perfect in 


itſelf and entirely detached from every thing 


which he either has done, or can do. The 


Phrafeology of the inſpired writer is very re- 


markable. He does not only ſpeak of bleſſed. 
nels, as the reſult of an imputed righteouſneſs, 


but he deſcribes the obedience which is thu: 
applied to the ſinner, as being with! ks 


This he does, more ſtrongly to aſſert the truth 
he defends, and more effectually to ſecure the 
honor of grace. Righteousness imputcd :. 
rig bicouness without the lan : righteous 
 ewithout works: Such was the language of 
Paul; ſuch were the doctrines he preached; 
and ſuch was the faith of the primitive church. 
Now, alas, the phraſes are caſhiered 5 objo- 


lete, and are become offenſive; fo oſtcuſive, 


that their frequent uſe is conſidered, by the 
generality of thoſe who call themſelyes chriſt 
ans, as a certain, indication of an enthſiallic 

turn of mind. And, as the language is bt- 


come obnoxious to a great part of the polite 


and the learued of the preſent age; ſo the 4/8: 


timent Expreſſed by it is diſcarded with con- 


tempt, as offering an inſult to common {cnie. 
But, however much the doctrine of imputed 
Tighreoufneſs may be deſpiſed as abſurd, or 


abhorred as licentious, by any of our modern 
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great apoſtle conſidered it, as intimately eon- 
neted with the happineſs of mankind, and 
eſteemed the bleſſing as the only ſolid baſis + 
of all our hope and all our comfort. 
Having ſeen what Paul ſays concerning the 
uſtification of Abraham, and the application 
. bo makes of that deſcription which David 
gives of the bleſſed man; let us now conſider, 
what was the foundation of his own hope of 
eternal felicity, and on what righteouſneſs he 
relied. Of theſe particulars the infallible 
teacher informs us in the following paſſage. 
Tea, doubtless, and JI count all things but loss, 
jor the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Feeus my Lord. For whom I have sSuffered the. Wl! 
lore of all things, and do count them but dung _ ws 
that I may win Chriſt, and be found in Him 
vot having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the lau, but that which is through the faith 4 . 
Christ, the righteousness of Gd by faith *. — 
in this context, the apoſtle relates his own, 
| experience. In theſe words he declares, 
what was the frame of his mind, and what. 
vere the views which he had, with regard to, 
the doctrine of . Juſtification. - Here he pre- 
ſents himſelf, as a guide and a pattern, to all 
| Who enquire the way to happineſs.—Let us 
Atend to his words, and a little more 5 
| cularly conſider their import. Tea, doubtless : 
1 affirm it with the utmoſt confidence, and 
am determined to abide by it: that I count. 
al things; my. birth-privileges, and phariſai-. 
cal zeal; my: ſubmiſſion to ceremonial rites,, M 
| and performance of moral duties; j os all Fil 
e ad 8, * 1 bh 
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1 Of Grace, as it reigns: 


theſe, I efteem but loſs. Nor do I only to. 
jet all my duties and all my doings before 
converſion ; but alſo whatever I now have, 
and all that I now perform, I count of no. 
Worth in the grand article of divine acccp- 
tance. Theſe things, though. highly orna- 
mental, uſeful, and excellent, when itandin- 
in their proper places and referred to ſuit) 
ends; are little, are nothing, are Joss itself, 
compared with the excellency of the Hnoteledhs 
of Chriſt Jetus my Lord, Yea, ſuch is the 

ode that I have for my Saviour, and ſuch the 


dependence | place on his. righteouſneſe, that, 
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for bis fake, I have cheerfully se fed the lun, 
of all things Which once 1 fo highly valued, 
And I do, with the greateſt deliberation gain 
declare, in the preſence of Him who ſearcher 
the heart; that I count them, vile as the e 
Which are thrown to the dogs, and toathiome 
as dung which is caſt out of fight. Such s 
the worth of my own performances, and uch 
my eſtimate of them, if ſer in competition 
with the work of Jeſus, or preſuming to ſtand 
in the place of his righteouſneſs. Now, 
therefore, it is my chief defire and ſupreme 
concern, that may win Chriſt, who is all- ſuf— 
ficient to ſupply every want, and to render 
me completely and eternally happy. That fo, 
when the Judge aſcends the throne, at the 
| laſt tremendous audit; when all nations ſhall 
appear before Him, and when none but the 
perfectly righteous ſhall be able to ſtand, 
, may be found in Him the Beloved, as the Lord 
my righteouſneſs, Then impartial jultice 
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in our Justifcation. i + 


moſt entirely acquit, and immaculate holineſs 
aue approve. Would you know more 
particularly what I mean by being found in 
Him ? It is, my not Having, not depending 
upon or ſo much as once mentioniug mine 
on righteourness, which is of the law; the 
holy qualities I now poſleſs, the righteous 
deeds I have performed, in conformity to the 
law, as a'rule of conduct, and by the influence 
of grace, as à principle of ſpiritual life. But, 
being adorned with and relying upon, hat 
glorious obedience which is through the faith 
of Christ: which was finiſhed by Him is re- 
vealed in the goſpel, and received by faith.— 
Even that obedience which, being performed 
by the incarnate Bon, is dignified with every 
excellence, and bears that exalted character, 
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF Cop BY.FAITH. 
On this inſtructive and very important pa- 
lage I would further obſerve, that the mani- 
felt deſign of the ſacred penman in theſe 
words and the preceding comext, is to ſhewyg = 
What that is, in which a ſinner may ſafely 
conſde, and what is a warrantable ground of 
rejoicing, He intimates, that there can be no 
confidence towards God, no acceptance with 
him, and conſequently, no cauſe of ſpiritual 
Jo, without a righteouſneſs; for condemna- 
ion and wrath muſt be our portion, if we ap- 
/ car in our fins before the righteous Judge. 
He further ſuggeſts, that there is a two-fold. 
ugbteouſneſs; that which he calls gur own, 
which is of the law, and that which is :brouph 
ble faith of Christ, and is denominated: the 


| 204 15 Of Grace, as it reigns. 


i of Gul. heſe, be Gonifies are 
entirely diſtin&, and arc far from having a 
_ wnited influence, in procuring our juſtification : 
ſo far from it, that they are oppoſite and ab. 


folutely. inconſiſtent, as to any ſuch purpoſe, 


In reference, therefore, to acceptance wii; 
che Moſt: High, he who embraces the onc, 


muſt reject the other; and, on the one or the 
other, all mankind; depend.- 
forms us, with all the fervour of holy zeal, 
and in the moſt emphatical manner, which of 
theſe obtained his regard and ſupports! his 
hope; was the ground of his confidence an 


He alt 0 in. 


the ſource of his joy. However the 25 
ing teachers, of whom he ſpeaks in tlic be. 
ginning of the chapter, might conſide in tlc 

fleſh, or rejoice in their own duties; he was 


determined to adopt a very different method. 
and to ſeek. for acceptance in a contrary way. 


Having warned them of their danger, and 


guarded the Philippians againſt their deſtruc- 


tive miſtakes ; he declares, that the righte- 


ouſneſs Which he eſteemed ſufficient, was not 


his dun: was not of the law ; but a gift of 


| grace, and through the faith of . Christ. 9 
that obedience which our Lord performed, 
the capacity of a Surety; which is 25 ithout 
doors and without the lago; Was the obicct of 
his dependence, and in that alone he gluric!, 
But as to all chat is included under the phat, 
His own Tighteouſness, when he conſidered ! 


3 


16 
purity of the divine law, the majeſty of ths 


cC.ternal judge, and that he muſt ſoon ſtand 
N before his, he accounted it of no avail. Un- 
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der ſuch a conſideration, he rejected it with _ 
the higheſt diſdain, and poured the utmoſt 
contempt upon it, calling it lo and dung. 
Such was the experience, and fuch was the 
hope, of that wonderful man, whole apoſtolic 
gikts and chriſtian graces, miniſterial ufeful- © 
neſs and exemplary conduct, rendered hint  - {I 
au eminent bleſſing to the world, and an ho- i 
nour to the great Redeemer's cauſe. 


Many are the arguments which might be 
adduced from the unerring word, in proof of 
this capital doctrine and comfortable truth; 
but I ſhall only preſent the reader with the 
few that follow.——lt has been before proved, 
that the ſubject of juſtification is an wngadly = 
perſon. His pardon and acceptance, there- 
fore, cannot be the reſult of his own obedi- 
ence. And it is equally clear, that as ungod- 
iy, he cannot be: juſtified. He muſt ſtand 
right in che eye of the law, and unreprovable 
before his Judge, before he can be acquitted 
in judgment. It muſt, conſequently, be by 
the righteouſneſs of another. And what, or 
whoſe, righteouſneſs can it be? Not the obe- 
vicnce of dur follow-mortals, who are already 
juuted ; that would be ro adopt the explod- 
Ml doctrine of ſupererogation. Not the ſanc- 
ity of angels; they never became reſponſible 
ior us. Not the eſſential rectitude of the di- 
mc nature; that is abſolutely incommuni- 
cable. It muſt, therefore, be the righteouſ- 
gels of Chrizt ;- or his complete conformity to 
Us holy law, as a voluntary ſubſtitute the for 
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6 And in What way can his obe 
<nce be applied to us, but by imputation?— 
This argument, I am perſuaded, will remain 


concluſive till it be proved; either, that the 
ludbject of juſlification is nat, in himſelf. ungod. 
8 or, that the Judge of all the earth can ju. 

| 


tify without a righteouſneſs, The former is 


expreſsly oppoſite to the divine teſtimony ; 


the latter involves a direct contradiction. 
Paul, when treating about our ruin by {in 
profeſledly 


handling this capital doctrine, in his cpiſtle tc 


the Romans; informs us, that Adam was 7 


type of Him that was to come, even of the Lord 
Meſſiah. He forms a ſtriking compariſon be- 
tween the firſt and the fecond Adam; be- 
tween the diſobedience of the one and gr 


obedience of the other, together with the cf. 


fects of each. He repreſents Adam as a pu- 
blic perſon, as conſtituted the fœderal head 


orf all his poſterity, and Chriit as the rcpre- 
ſentative of the people of God. 
offence of the former, he ſignifies, was impu- 
ted to all his natural offspring; the complete 


The fir! 


obedicnce of the latter, is imputed to his 


5 ae ſeed. By che imputation of that ot- 
ence, all mankind were made finners ; came 


under a charge of guilt, and the awful fen 


tence 6f condemnation to eternal death: by 
the-imputation. of this obedience, all that be. 


lere are made righteous ; are acquitted from 
* legal charge, and adjudged to cternal 
And as it Was one 
ut Orr denen oy Wy on all the lu- 


. 7 - 3 X Ws 10 1 15 Br 
. * Fi " ſo tt \ 4 $4 + { "Ir 5 1 
; K ” * 57 * . 1 4 : / x ub} tu Dee 2 y 
l " G : 3 1 A , IE \ - W 1 > f 2 I* 
: $6, 3 * {& nen Winnt ene 4 1 25 
1 win N eee 1 +4 6 ** . N 1 AAA I's 5 
0 7 1 $ \ 1a o 411 1 4 44 We 4 \ \ 
F & 1 1 1. $14 e TS q we 
N 43s af ** KR * 
ne ttt , * 79 
1 N * » 


Mi 6d * Fat 1 #4 . 
: I f PX. Fs . . Fu . | 930 10 H 10 i 
PN eee . n vas e 


xe, of one man, 


80 - a <4 a 


-—————— 14 — 


nin our * ustification. Set e | 


man race; ſoit is by one righteouſne/3, of one 
man, even of the Lord from heaven and Je- 
hovah's Fellow, that ſpiritual life and eternal 
happinels are introduced. According to that 0088 
ſaying; As by one offence, judgment came upon 10 
all men to condemnation ; even jo, by one righie- 3 
ouness, the free gift came upon all men to justi- 
fication of life. For as by one man's disobedi- 
ence many were made ſinners; 50 by the obedi- 
ence of One ſhell many be made righteous *,-—— _ 
That the one offence, and the diſobedience of _ 
one, are to be underſtood of Adam's actual 
tranſgreſſion of the divine law, none can diſ- 
pute. By his firſt iniquitous act and bold 
offence, many were made /inners, before they 
were guilty of actual crimes - ſo made fin- 
ners, as to be, on principles of juſtice, liable 
to condemnation and death. Nor 1s it con- 
ccivable how this could be, but by imputa- 
tian for which imputation, their natural re- 
lation to Adam, and his foederal relation to 
them, were a ſufficient foundation. — It is 
equally evident, that the one righteousness, and 
the gbedienoe of One, are the complete perfor- 
mance, of the divine commands, by. our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt; his actual conformity to the 
holy law. This the antitheſis, in the text, 
requires; this tlie ſcope of che apolily.  rea- 
toning demands. By this confummate obe- 
dience, many are made rightcous. By this one 
moſt excellent righteouſneſs, all that believe 
are /u/tified and entitled to immortal glory, 
without any good works of their own, aud 


* Rom, v. 1 3,19. 
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0 ey have performed any acceptable 
duty. Now, in whatever way the firſt of. 
- Fence of our original parent, was made ours 


to condemnation; in the fame way is the 
eden of his glorious Antitype, made 


* ours to juſtification. If mat \ was by mputa- 


tion, ſo is 7his. 


* he momentous truth, for nich [ am 
eng is empharically tanght in the fol- 
lowing nervous paffage. For He hath mace 
Him to be ſin for us who knew no ſin, that we 
mbit be made the righteouſneſs of Gd in Hin“. 
Hence it is plain, that as Chriſt, the Surety, 
was made ſin, ſo are we made rightcouſacſs: 
in the very ſame way that our fins were made 
his, does his obedience become ours. How, 
then, and in what ſenſe, was the Holy One of | 
God made fin ? By being puniſbed for it! No; 
For He was made that fin which he 27 net, 
but he knew by painful experience, what it 


was to be puniſhed. Beſides, he could not 


have been puniſhed for fin, if he had oo! 


' Rood guilty in the eye of the law; for ih. 
ment always ſuppoſes guilt, either perſonal or 
imputed. 

not be puniſhed, without a previous charge of 

- guilt; without being conſidered as the break- 
er of ſome law: for puniſhment is no WH 

' 'than the evil of ſuffering inflicted for the evi 

of ſmning. Was He made fin, by becoming 

2 SAcrifice for it? That he was ſuch a facri- 
kice, i is ere granted; ; is che chriſtion's g. 


A perſon may ruſfer, but he can, 
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ry : but that this is the ſenſe of the phraſe, 
may be juſtly: queſtioned, For, to omit other 
conſiderations, it is plain from the text, that 
he was made that fin which ſtands oppoſed to 
rizhteouſneſs ; which cannot be affirmed of an 
expiatory facrifice. Nor. could He have been 
offered, as an atoning victim, without having 
fin transferred to him, prior to his being of- 
fered. So that He was fome way or other 
made fin, before he ſhed his blood and made 
expiation.— Was He, then, made ſin by in- 
hefion' or transfuſion? Was it communicated 
to him, fo as to re/fde in him? The idea is“ 
abſurd, the fact was impoſſible, and the very 
thought is blaſphemy.—It remains, therefore, 
that if he was made fin, in any ſenſe, that ſininn 
which is oppoſed to righteouſneſs; it muſt be 
by imputation. This was the way in which 
our adorable Sponſor came under a charge of 
guilt, Hence it follows, By neceſſary conſe- 
quence, according to the rule of oppoſition; 
except we would entirely deſtroy the apoſtle's 
beautiful antitheſis, and the whole force of 
his argument; that they who are righteous, 
are made fo by imputation, and by imputation 
only, For as it is impoſſible that any perſon, 
perfectly innocent, ſhould be made fin, but 
vy having the ſins of others placed · to his ac- 
count, or charged upon him in a judicial way; 
O they, ho are in themſelves guilty, cannot 
- made righteous in another, and by his 
obedience, without having it imputed to them. 
And it is very obſervable, that as the blefſed | || 
Jeſus is ſaid'to be made ſin, ſo we are ſaid th, 
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_ werſeve of all morality, 


0 2 as Fl reigns | 


EE be Maus: 5 Strongly impl. ling, 
10 that as it was not by any criminal conduct 
His, that he became ſin; 
- pious activity of ours, that we become righte. 
| As it was not on account of any evil. 
qualities infuſed, that He was treated by di. 
ſo it is pot in 
virtue of any holineſs wrought 3 in us, that we 
are accepted and treated as righteous. 


ſo it is not by 5 


vine juſtice as an offender; 


And, 
as that ſin, for which the condeſcending e. 
ſus was condemned and puniſhed, was not 


found in him, but charged upon him; , 

that righteouſneſs, by which we arc Juli 
and entitled to happineſs, 1 is not inheret 
but imputed to us. 


t in! US, 


The objections alſo, with which the apo! 


meets, and the way in which he refutes | hem, 
When treating about the doctrine of jultiſice- 


tion, ſtrongly imply, that his defign was to 


exclude, entirely to exclude, all the works of | 
cvery law, and all duties of every kind: c. 

ſequently, that our acceptance with Go 1s 2. 
bleſling of pure grace, and only by an impu. 
tcd righteouſneſs, —lhe objeQions pee, 


that the method of juſtification, as ſtated and 
explained by Paul, is not only Vieh 7 Turn 
to the intereſts of: holineſs, but ,s 57! 


charged with making . void the divine Oman. 


. with encouraging thoſe who eſpouſed it, to 
continue in ſin, because they were not under ibe | 


latu —to multiply tranſgreſſions, %. 2 


0 00 might abound —and to do all manner © evil, 
9 5 7581 good may come®. 


* if Paul had 


4 Hom: iii. 8, $5,008, vi, 5 15. 1 fg 


22»!ä oy — 


His doctrine was 


' xa. BM 


. OS XY 


— 


nn, it Ub! 
taught, or given the leaſt intimation, that any 1010 
holy diſpoſitions or righteous deeds, were any WARE 
way neceflary to a ſinner's juſtification; if he U 
had not, in reference to that affair, renoun- LH 
ced all human obedience in the fulleſt ſenſe, _ $110 
and directed his hearers to place their whole it 
dependence on the work and worthineſs of li fot 
Chriſt alone; it is highly improbable, that 1 
the apoſtolic truth would have been charged 164 
with ſuch horrid conſequences. For, on that WEE. BY 
ſuppoſition, the enemies of ſacred. truth would W140 
not have had the leaſt plauſible pretence, for 1 
charging his doctrine with licentiouſnefss. f 
But ſuppoſing any, through ſtupid igno- I 
rance or violent prejudice, to have fo far miſ- 111 
taken his meaning, as to imagine; That ge 
' entirely rejected all holy defires and pious en- WNW 
deavours without exception, as conſtituting 1 
no part of that righteoufneſs for the ſake of 140 
which a ſinner is juſtificd; when at the ſame "Wall 
time he only Rd ory a spurious kind of ho- _ WW: 
lineſs, and works of a particular ort; we I 
may reaſonably. conclude, that in his replies © Jn 
to thoſe reproachful charges which were Wh 
brought againſt his miniſterial character, and We 
againſt that truth which was dearer to him TRI 
than his very life, he would not have failed to i 
point out the egregious miſtake on which the _ | 
e cee by making the neceflany © {| WI 
diſtinctions between thoſe works he did ad- HATS 
mit, and thoſe he entirely renounced. Had ĩ ili 
he rejected only the works of the ceremonial | 
| law, or ſych duties as are performed before % 
kegeneration and without the aids of grace. | | 
RR Sal nn Wee 1 
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File he maintained the neceſfiry of evangel. 
cal obedience ; it would have been eaſy, na- 
_ tural, and even neceflary for him, to bare 
drawn the line of diſtinction, in order to pre. 


vent future miſtakes, when he attempted io 
refute the blaſphemous accuſations. But got 


the leaſt trace of any ſuch diſtinction appcars, 
in the anſwers which he returned to the ſeve. 

ral hatefol charges exhibited againſt him. He 
does not ſo much as once hint, that the objec: 


tor was under a miſtake in fuppoimg, that he 


entirely excluded all the duties and goings of 


men without any difference. 


When he puts the objection, Wha F ſou 2.5 
Wwe Gy. then? Shall we continue in n that 


hp grace may abound ? he anſwers by : n ſtrong 
gnegation, expreſſing the utmoſt abhorren-e 


of any ſuch thought; God forbid / And then 
argues from an abfurdity; How ſball we that 
are dead to fin, live any longer therein * By 
Which he fignifies, that they who are the ſub- 
4 jects of grace and believe in Jeſus Chrüt, oo 


1 ing dead to ſin, cannot walk in the ways 


ungodlineſs. Becauſe ſo to do, would be 0 
ſolutely inconfiſtent with their new ſtate, and 
with that principle of ſpiritual life which 


\ they have received. But he gives not che 


leaſt intimation of the neceſſity of holincts- 
or obedience, in order to gain the favour of 


God, or. procure acceptance with bim 
w reader: ſhould ſuppoſe, that his views by 
juſtification are the fame which Paul 5 

And yer is perſuaded: that ſome holineſs, c or 


1 Org. mold; WE his ers is neceſſary to ob- 


in our uuf alien. Wants 273 1 0 9 


tain be or procure acceptance ; 1 Woufſdgd 
adviſe him to conſider, Whether if nis ſenti : 
ments were charged with being licentions, _ 
he would not immediately think of a diffe- = 
rent reply ; one better adapted ro anſwer his Mil 
purpoſe than any of thoſe which the apoſtte tt 
made in a fimitar cafe. And, whether nñne n 
would not be ready to vindicate his faith by % 
_ obſerving, That as he had no expectations of 
being accepted before the eternal Sovereign, 
without a perſonal obedience, to charge him, 
with making void the law, or with faying, _ 
let us do evil that good may come; could pro- 
ceed from nothing leſs, than the moſt pal- 
pable miſtake, or the greateſt eee ; 
Such perſons, however, as maintain the ne- 
cellty of good works, in order to juſtifica- _ 
tion, are in very little danger of being charg- _. 
ed, by ignorant people, with holding licen 
tious principles; which is a ſtrong preſomp. 
tive argument, that the doctrines which they A 
eſpouſe, are not the ſame that Paul preached 
and the primitive ſaints profeſſed. For, that 
their character and ſentiments were fo aſper- 
ed, is clear beyond a doubt; and it does not 
appear that natural men are any more capa- 
ble of diſcerning ſpiritual things, or any more 
| triendly towards the genuine goſpel now, than 
they were in the apoſtolic times. 9 
Finally: That righteouſneſs by which o 
are juſtified, is a free gift. The gift of rig. 
teruſneſs, ſays the apoſtle. And they who _ | 
polleſs it are ſaid, not to perform, but receive _ 


it“. The goſpel ee the ee 5 Wil 
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 fuitablenefs, and freeneſs of it, is thence de. 
nominated, the word of righteou/] 2607 he ni. 


niſtration of righteouſneſs *. And one of the 


glorious characters which our divine Sponſor 
bears, is, Tis Ford our riGHTEOVSNess, 
Inn perfect correſpondence with which, He 
is faid to be made unto us righteousne/s ; and 

it is affirmed. of believers, that they arc 1a 


ihe righteoumess: of Gad in Him f Hence it is 
that they are declared, by the Spirit of infalli. 

j bility, to be juſtified In Him accepted in Him 
complete in Him——and saved in Hin 
Such is the divinely appointed method of juſ- 
tification; and ſuch the proviſion which grace 
haas made for the final acceptance of the guilty, 

_- the ungodly, and the wretched. 


I The grand deſign of the goſpel, i: to re. 


veal this righteouſneſs of God, and to diſplay 


the riches of that grace which provide) and 
freely beſtows tlie wonderful gift. Ihe go-- 
ſpel informs us, that, in regard to juſiiſca- 


tion, what is required, on the part of the fin- 


ner, both as to doing and ſuffering, was per- 


formed by our glorious Subſtitute. This per- 


fect obedience, therefore, being revealed in 
the word of truth for the juſtification of fn. 
herz; it is the, buſineſs or faith, Dor 0 


dome in as A condition ; not to.aflert its oi 
importance, and ſhare the glory wich the 
_ Savjour's righteouſucſs— but. to rec and 
_  nely on it, as abſolutely ſufficient to jull!iy the 


tn, cs. 
| e | 41 Cor. i. 30. 2. Cor. TR 21.1 e 


1. Ila. xiv. 5. Eph. i. 6. Gol. Ii. 10. Ia, xl. 17. 
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ſed Jesus alone, for eternal saluation,? A de- 


pendence upon Him, as all.auſſicient to ſave 
the moſt guilty:z as every way suitable to ſup- 
ply the wants of the moſt needy; and as ab 
slutely free for the vileſt of ſinners. The 
divine Redeemer and his finiſhed work. bein 8 


the object of faith, and the report of the gof 


ruſt entirely and without reſerve, on the 


comfortable evidences of its truth and realit 


ics and genuine fruits. 


* 


by faith, have received the atonement! Such, 


Fi 


mn aur Furtifculion. 1, 
moſt ungodly ſinner, and entirely free for his 
uſe. For what is the faith of the goſpel, but 

the receiving. of Christ and his righteouſness* ? 

| Or, in other words, a dependence on the ble. 


pel its warrant aud ground; to believe, is to 


faithful word which Ged has ſpoken, and on 
the perfect work which Chriſt has wrought. 
Such is the faith of God's elect. And the 


are, the love of God, and holy obedience; 
peace of conſcience, and hope of glory. "Theſe, 
to a greater, or leſs degree, are its proper ef- 


Happy, thrice happy are they, who are in- 
| tereſted in the divine righteouſneſs, and who, 


al ſuch, are pronounced righteous by the 
eternal Judge. There is nothing to be laid 
to their charge. They are acquitted with _ 
| 2onour to all the perfections of Deity, and 
exerlaſtingly free from all condemnation. 
Their ſins, though ever ſo numerous or ever 
lo hateful, being purged away by atoning 
Mood, and their ſouls being veſted with that 


„ adh, 4. Joha/5, 22. Col, ii. 16. Rom. 4,27, and 
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. 216 65 07 Grace as it reigns 
WW: beſt, that molt excellexi robe, the Redeemer . 8 
Wilt! Th Ns righteouſneſs, they are withoat sp9t, or Wrinkle f 
3 or any such thing. They are precented, \y m 
their great Repreſentative, in the bad) of 1; " 
 flehh, through death, holy, unblameable, and 4. ſe 
Fiaeproveable in tae ght of the omniſcient God. E 
They are fair, as the pureſt wool ; whiccs, Ml + 
me than the virgin ſnow—Yes—let believers = 1; 
mh <exult in the thought !—the work and worth. ; 
ness of the Lord Redeemer, give them ac. 
cCWCeptance with infinite Majelty, and dignity 
before the angels of light. Theſe allerd 
| conſolation on earth, and procure eſtimation 


in heaven. T brough theſe they {hall | tand 
with courage, at the bar of judgment, an 
make their appearance with honour, among 
tile inhabitants of glory.—Let the legal! 
j 
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1 boaſt of his good works, his pious ſervices, 
[1118 aud ſtrict holineſs; the man that is taugh of 10 
1 God efteems them all, ſordid as roſs, and hy 
If þ vile as the dung; lighter than vanity and MT 
A worſe than nothing; if ſet in competition Wl thi 
with Chriſt, or preſuming to {land in the oj 
| plwKace of his matchleſs obedience. Were rio 
Wl he endowed with all the ſhining virtucs that l de 
| cer adorned the lives and characters the M; 
[18 moſt excellent ſaints; did he poſſeſs ihe c. t 
Wi I. emplary meekneſs of Moſes, and the amn7ng ſpi 
Wl puatience of Job; the ever- active zeal o. * Paul, as 
and that love which glowed in the boſoin t BM 
John; he would not, he durst not advance 1 
Wl the leaſt claim to juſtification and eternal life ind 
on this footing. No, bleſſed Jeſus | it is in une 


chy riglucoulnels dn, that he dares to co. I fon 


adde; it is in thy obedience alone, he pre- 


when he views the righteous law in all its 


in the views of death, and when on the con- 
ſuch is its high perfection and ſovereign ef- 
ment, Here, then, grace reigns : in provid- 
and in our complete juſtification by it. 

Since, then, it is the imputed righteouſ- 
ne of Chriſt alone, by which any of the 
10 it, rely on it, and glory in it. For it is 


and free for our uſe. - Cheering, charming 


it | 


he 


demnation, and already pronounced upon him, 

| 1 a 1 OK: 9 1 ya 
noud not be executed in all its rigour. If, 
dec, we Were not allowed to look to this 


1 


"ir our Juſtification. 217 


ſumes to glory, — This obedience is an im- 
moyeable baſis for the anxious mind to reſt 
upon by faith. This is a ſure foundation to 
ſapport the behever's hope of glory, even 


ſtrictnes and unabated purity, This foun- 
lation of confidence, will bear up the ſoul 


fines of an eternal world. Nor will it fail, 
ficacy, in the near proſpect of the awful judg- 


ing and freely beltowing this righteouſneſs, 


children of men can be juſtiſied; let us look 
dägnified with every honourable Character, 


thought! — This Way of jaffification is cal- 
culated to pull down the pride of the ſelf-⸗ 
rohteous profeſſor, who confiders himſelf as 
tanding on more reſpectable terms with his 
Maker, than his ungodly neighbour. Nor is 
t dels happily adapted to raiſe the drooping 
birits of the trembling ſinner; of him who 
Nas nothing to, plead why ſentence of con- 


| wWequalled obedience, till conſcious of having 
ome righteouſucſs of our own; we might 
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218 Of Grace as it reigns, &c. 


then be diſcouraged : deſpair would be rat. 
onal, and damnation certain, But, thank, 
be to God for the unparalleled favour | th; 

_ righteouſneſs, and juſtification by it, are ne. 
perfectly free for the worſt of finners. For 
the works of every law, in every ſenſc, as 
performed by man, are entirely excluded 
from having any concern in our acceptance 
with God *. And as is it in Chriſt, and in 
Him only, as our head, repreſentative, 4d 
ſurety, that we are or can be juſtificd, IIc 
alone, ſhould have the glory. He is worthy, 
infinitely worthy, to have the unrivalled ho. 
nour.— Let the ſinner, then, the ungadh 
wWiretch, truſt in the obedience. of the dar, 
the dying Jeſus; as being abſolutely ſuflicient 
to juſtify him, without any good works © 
duties; without any good habits or qualiries, 
however performed or acquired; and eternal 
Truth has declared, for his encouragement, 


that he ſhall not be diſappointed +. 


* The celebrated Dr Owen, haviag quoted Kom. 
i. 28 and iv. 5. and xi. 6. Gal. ii. 16. Eph. ii 8, 
9 and Lit. iii. 5 adds; “ Lam perſuaded that no un- 
prejudiced perſon whole mind is not prepoilefied 
with notions aud JilinQions, whereof not t!:c teaft 
Hf NY title is offered ento them from the texts mentioned, 
„ nor elſewhere; can but Judge, that the Jaw if every 
% fenſe gf it, and all forts of works whatever, that 3 
_ © apy, time or by any means, ſinners or beltev<1s, 4 
35 or, can perform; are, not in this or chat cue. but 
%, every ay, and in all ſenſes excluded from our julite 
te ſication before God. And if it be lo, it is gh. 
„ teguſbcls. of Chriſt alone which we muit bein ont“ 
ee ſelves; nntp, or this matter muſt ceaſe for (, 
SL .  : Do#.of Ft! ug. I, 
rene, John vi 37, Matt. vi 28. 
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klere, inner, ſclf-ruined and felf-condemny- 


ed; even you who are ready to execrate the 
day of your birth, on account of your mul- 
tiphed provocations and utter unworthinels ; 


here is a complete righteouſneſs revealed, 


for your full relief and immediate comfort. 
in this righteouſneſs, you may read the di- 


vine character; jus r, yer THE JUsTIFIER 
but equity had appeared in Jehovah's name, 
by the guilty. But when we behold the idea 


that of a righteous Judge; ſuch a character, 


though ſupremely venerable, is ſtrongly in- 
viting: it ſpeaks deliverance, and adminiſters 


confolation. Yes, diſconſolate ſoul, though 


for your full diſcharge before the great tri- 


| bunal ; and for attaining that honour and 


Jy, which are commenſurate ro your utmoſt 
withes ; which exceed your higheſt concep* 


leo of no worth, nor of any thing which 


might be a probable mean of recommending 
bim to the Redeemer? Remember, diſtreſſed 
felloy mortal, that no ſuch recommendation 


or THE UNGODLY, True it is, if nothing 


nothing but miſery could have been expected 


of a compeſhonate Saviour, connected with 


you have no righteouſneſs, nor any recom- 
| nendation, yet the wiſdom of God has ap- 
| pointed a way, and the infinite riches of fo- 
| vercign grace have provided effectual means, 


tions, and ſhall render you happy to all eter- 
by —Is my reader oppreſſed with guilt, and 
barraſſed with tumultuous fears of deſerved. 
rin? wearied with going about to establish his 
aun righteousness, and ſenſible that he is poſ- 
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is needful. Nothing is required, at Four 
hand, for any ſuch, purpoſe. | ** Come and 
up rake freely.” is the language of Jeſus. Ile 

has all that you want, however . 
and He gives all with the moſt liberal hund. 
Grace reigns, and let that be your encour: ge. 
ment when you think about acceptance with 
Chriſt, and of your juſtification in him before 
the Almighty. 
If my reader notwithſtanding all that oc 
been laid, ſhould yet think it prudent a nd 
_ fafe, to depend on his own obedience; et me 
remind him, before I diſmiſs the ſubject, 
the abfolute purity and infinite holinef cfs, the 
tranſcendant majeſty and awful glories, of that 
GOD with whom he has to do, and before 
whom he muſt ſoon appear. Confider vain, 


NT: preſumptuous mortal ! that with the fover eign 


Judge, is terrible majeſty. That he is of purer 2r 
eyes than to look upon evil, and cannot b. bold 
iniquity; will by no meant clear the guilty, and 
7s d concuming fire. His righteous Judementis, 
that they who commit ſin, are worthy of death; 
and, thereforc, his law denounces an awful 
curſe on every offender * 5 be: 13 
he, whoſe ſupreme prerogative it is to 
38 a jealous God ; jealous of his r r, of a 
righteous governor, and determined to ſup- 
port the*rights of his throne. And to terrible 
is his indignation, that when once his wrath 
is kindled, it will utterly confume every rc- 
tuge of le and burn 1% the lowweſe Bell. —80 


* Job xxxvii. 22 Hab. L Fxod. xXxiv, 7. "Heb. xii. 29- 
Nan. i. 32. ie py. 


- 


in our TFusttfication, 4 


awfully majeſtic is Jehovah, that before Him, 
the everlaſting mountains quake, the pillars of 
heaven tremble, and are astoniſhed at his reproof. 
As his condeſcending fmile irradiates the 
countenances of angels, and crowns them 
with unutterable bliſs ;' ſo his righteous frown 
is nothing leſs than abſolute deſtruction. So 
divine his © purity and ſo dazzling his glory, 
that he locketh at the moon and it /hineth not, 
and the stars are not pure in his fight. In his 
preſeace the flaming /eraphim, thoſe molt ex, 
ated of mere creatures, vil their faces and 
cover their feet; in token of profound humili- 
ation; while they cry, in loud reſponſive 
ſtrains, Hoyt HoLy! HoLvl Is THE LORD 
or Hosts! How, then, to uſe the language of 
Bildad in Job; how, then, can man be justi- 
fed ait) God ? or how can he be clean, before 
ns Maker, that is born of a woman *? When 
llc, whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire, whoſe 
peculiar province it is to fearch the human 
heart and explore its latent evils ; when He 
alt ſift your conduct and mark your offen- 
ces, laying judgment to the line and righiteouſ- 
ness to the plumet, you will not be able to 
anzwer him one of a thousand: and ro what 
refuge will you then ſlee? Truſting in your 
own duties, you flight the great atonement ; | 
you deſpiſe the revealed righteouſneſs; and 


Chriſt {hall profit you nothing.———Y ou may 


tak in lofty ſtrains, about a man's moral & 
&cnce, and. the. dignity of human nature; 


Nah. i. 3. Job zxvi. 11. and xxv. 5. Ia. vi. 2, 3. 
Jobzxy, (717 e g n „ E 
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the Wirth af perſonal obedience, and the ef. 
ficacy of penitential tears: you may dec _ 
aloud, about the neceſſity of good works, 
reject, with diſdain, the doctrine of re 
5 righteouſneſs, 1 17 1 your conſcience is unim. 
preſſed with a fight of the divine purity, and 
a ſenſe of the divine prefence. But when you 
come to conſider yourſelf as before the Mort | 
IIIoRH, and that the important queſtion is; 
How all I be just before the Most Horn! 
hen you form your ideas of the God of 
heaven, not from the character you have 
drawn of. him in your own imagination, but 
_ agreeable to that which is given in the in- 
ſpired volume; then your pretenſions to per. 
ſonal worthineſs mult ſubſide, and your gg 
must be stopped. Or, if not entirely ſilent, you 
muſt exclaim with the men of Bethſhemel 1h, 
when Jehovah's hand was heavy upon thei; 
Who is able to stand before this holy Lord C 
Then, if the atonement be not 3 for 
your relief, you will be ready to add; / 
ſhall dwell with devouring fire! whe Gul 
dwell with everlasting burnings {* 
The Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in the {criprur's, 
directs us to conceive of Juſtification, as be. 
fore God and in his fight I. Intimating, tha. 
when our final acceptance is the ſubjcct of our 
enquiry, we ſhould look upon ourſelves 25 in 
the immediate preſence of Him, who wil! oon 
aſcend the great white throne, to paſs the ir- 
reverſible ſentence ; chat we thould conſidet 
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on what ground we ſhall be able to ſtand, 
when heaven and earth ſhall flee away from the 
ace of the eternal Judge, and no place ſball be 
und for them *. Ves, reader, if you would 
not deceive. yourſelf in a matter of the laſt 
importance; if you would come to a ſatis- 
factory perſuaſion, in what righteouſneſs you 
may ventnre to truſt, you ſhould conſider 
yourſelt-as-at the bar of God, and as having 
2 cauſe depending which is pregnant with. 
| your everlaſting fate; a cauſe which muſt in- 


evitably iſſue, either in your eternal happineſs , _ 


or infinite miſery. . You ſhould anticipate, in 
your own meditations, that great deciſive day, 
and then aſk your own conſcience; On. 
„what ſhall I then depend? or, what ſhall 1 
dare toplead, when my aſtoniſned eyes be- 
| © hold my Judge?” And remember, that it 
| would be fuperlative folly for you to rely on. 
any obedience not, or to diſpute for it as ne- 
cellary to . juſtification, of which your on 
| conſcience: cannot approve as a plea, which 
will hen be admitted as valid. . 
Conſider, yet further the ingenious: acknows:. 
ledgements and deep confeſſiu, which the great. 
eſt fainrs and holieſt men that ever lived, 
have made of their impurity and ſinfulneſs, 
when their acceptance with that ſublime Be- 
ing, who is glorious in holineſs, came under 
conſideration.— Job was an eminent ſaint, he 
had not his equal on earth according to the 
teſtimony of God himſelf. But, though he 
could vimdicate his cauſe before his fellow- 


2 Rev. XX. 11. | 
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creatures, and maintain his exemplary con. 


duct againſt the accuſations of his cen Stic 
3 friends; ; yet, when the Almighty addreffed 


kim, and when he conſidered himſelf as {tand. 
ing before the divine tribunal, he ſays not a 
word about his inherent vedficude or Plous 
performances: but, in language of rhe decp. 


elt ſelf-abaſement, he cries out; Bebold, ! an 


wile ! I abhor myself, and repent in dust ant 
aſhes. Vea, hedeclares, If [ justify myself, ny 


n mouth ſhall condemn me ; If I say Ia per. 
fect, it thall prove me perver/?, Though h [ 


"were perfedt in my own apprebenfions, yet, 
before Him that is infinitely holy, 1 would be 
fo far from pleading my own extraordinar; 


Attainments, that I would not know my 5: 


yea, I would despise my life, with ail its mo! 
ſhining accompliſhments. For, F I waſh 
gelf with snow-water, and make my Hands Novet 
50 clean; yet ſhalt Thou, O righteous and ctcr 
nal Judge, plunge me in the ditch ; manifelt 
me, notwithitanding all my endeavours 10 0b- 


rain purity and ind acceptance, to be a pol- 


luted creature and a guilty criminal. So 450- 
mivably filthy and highly criminal, thn: my 
oon clothes, were they ſenſible of my pollution 
and guilt, world abhor me. For He, to wiom 
J am accountable, is not a man as [ am ; but 


1 5 a Being bf ſuch diſcernment, that the Seine 


fault cannot efcape his notice; and ſo per- 


fectly holy, that the leaſt ſpot of lem -nt is 
_ infinitely abhorrent in his lebt. It is, chere⸗ 


fore, abſolutely impoſſible that pon d,je7 


_ him; plead BY cauſe and gain acceptance, on 
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in our Juotifitations. 


the ſoundation of my oven obellleuce; 


22 by g | 


or that. 5 


we ſhould, on any ſuch footing, come together 
in judgment, without inevitable ruin to my 
perſon and all my immortal intereſts“. Da- 
vid, that man after God's own heart, made 


it his carneſt requeſt, that God would not en- 
ter into gudgment with him, according to the 


tenour of his own obedience : being well 
aware, that neither he, nor any man living, 
could be juſtified in any ſuch way. To re. 
buke the pride of felf-righteous_ confidence, 
with emotions of holy reverence and ſacred. 
awe, he aſks ; 
quities ; O Lord, who hall stand, who can be 
acquitted .?: Iſaiah alſo, though an eminent 
prophet, and a diſtinguiſhed: ſervant of God, 
when he beheld Jehovah's glory, and heard | 
the eren proclaim his mene cried out; 
Wo is me! for I am undone , because I am FR 
man of unclean lips}. 
nation removed, or his conſcience relieved, 
Li pardon, through the e Abs was s applied , 
to him in à figure $. 

Now, is it prudent, or can it be cafe, for 


you to truſt in your on imperfect duties, 


when perſons. of ſuch eminent character and 
exalted piety, made ſuch acknowledgements. 


and had ſuch views. of themſelves and their 


own attainments ? If zhcir perſonal obedience. 
Vould not bear the divine ee what, As 
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I thou, Lord, ſpouldot mark ini. 


Nor was his conſter- 


..... 


3 — 

„ \ 

by * * 
„ 

1 - 2 

I 

.- — 

A 2 

Ca a EA * 


* 2 
4 , 
Pr ey % Mt or 264 A 4% 


— 


212 ſ . ð˙ 


gs 2 7 "7 
. 1 
. % * þ 4 * 2 5 — . 
7 5 - < « "4 2 
7 : L . 1 ; x * o . : » 2 
- © 4 - PR 1 
6 > 2 - . - — - 4 a * 3 & 1 y * = 2 * — 5 5 * — — — - 
See oe! mend << — — - — 85 As þ We _ — Ca Ws © kann, — aan — 2 es 3 * * _ — — x <> 4 - Son — 32 . - Cn —— 2 — — « 8 
- U — - — — . " — 8 — — —— l 
— x 22 WIS = * S = 0 "— Y > D - 
- - - — — — — 
— . 6 
1 . g — — 
2 oy PET'S - 8 2 DES 4 ST 2 Ts * 4s a _—_ 
K+ 2 „ SS 2s — — ES IG 1 ” Lg A: re on br CM ER n 2 Ges ee 
6 N —ͤ̃ͤ — 8 —— — EDS — 2 — ——— ů — IIA r Ls TAS — — - — - — 
— — — cc N ä —— ——_ 4 
— — — x _ — 2 — . 1 Js —_— 2 — SY =? IS. © 9. * 7 — — — — — - — 
— 2 — — bh yp 2 — os 2 4 =D - * — x - - 
— — + —— — — —— - — Es" 3 — _ — _— 2 2 — * — 952 — —— 1 er — 3 hy — — 1 2 _—— _— SEAT In - — * 
" * - * 5,” — 4 » _— 4 - — * . 3 — 
w 3 7 1 N. 2 - -. jo” 0 o eA Sq oy * = — IJ — > 2 4 — 
— — hi A < ws — — — — — — 0 — — l = —— — . — — 
G : — — p * * CIO —— — js) 2 DIE — 
_ . — — phony - — — — k 
— — *. — — — * — - — — — — p< — * ——— — — —— — — — — i — — — - * 
— — —. * Dome = 26 — __ — — —— — U— — — — —— — 4 — — 4 — ” ta — 
—_— - — — ” — — — — — — 
l < - - — — — — — — _ — — 2 : 
— ot 5 .. 8 pe 2 "= . 424 - = dn. Ce nie i — K = —— 
— — —— — n PL. — — te i nb et en — 2 — — — —— — _ - — — E =” vj 
— — - = 2 — — —— : = — — —— — — : — 0 — a — 
— N 4 N *: 2 - — 8 5 — —— — 
— we rs * - EIN 8 * * 22 07 * — =- — — —— - OY > 
CES = — — — — — 8 © — — 3 
= W i 7 =_ a — — — — 6 


* mn * _— 
tl, EE a. 5 I Dey I 


3 * LCC LIE 
A 
9 9 


a . : « 
PPP 2 
— — 
- — WF - * 
- - - 
3 ' y 


1 - 227 7 1 
a. "4 —Y 
= 7 — O — 1 
__ 2 — . IE §—§Ü—˖»—— ee TOES 
ZR - p 200 


mmm — 


— 5 
_ - — 
— — rol 
- — — — —— 2 
— 2 — 0— —ä — 
* — * SID = 
— - —_—_—_— 
L - — 5 
— 2 > EY 


— 


— —ALͥjA — 
. Gꝙ eres. Se I age 
— — — 


— ——̃ —X— 
— 9 ů — 
_— N 
b = 
- — 


ruin. 


07 Grace as A rei gue. 


905 We W muſt YOurs he before * the 
- Heart-ſearching 
angels with folly, and if the heavenq be not pure 
in bis ſighti; what, then, is man, who drinket/, 
_ iniquity like water, that he Jpould pretend to 
be clean] or the ſon of man that he ſhow pre. 
ſume to be righteous? For, hetwern hug 
. obedience and angelic holineſs, 
more compariſon, than between a clod of the 
feld and the fun in the firmament. 7. 
<vould be wise, though ah is bor lite a wit 


God? 4 


Fehouah 60 4 e FT 


, "177 Hitt? 8 


afs*s colt: proud man would be righteous, 


_ zwngh bbathſome with fin and obnosieus to 

But, however highly the ſclf-tüfäciem 

may think of their own obedience, the ſinner. 

_ Whoſe conſcience is preſſed with a lle of 

guilt, and every real chriftian, will Geprer 

an appearance before rheir final judge, A 

_ their own righteouſneſs. 

taught of God, will ardently cry; Hids me, 

e ye rocks! cover me ye mountains | ye", 

yea rather let me loſe my exiſtence, th; an ap- 
„ pear before the Moſt Holy in rhe filthy 

„ rags. of my own duties; or in any riglte. 

„ ousneſs but that which is perkect, 


The man 


who ih 


in any 
4 abedience but that which 1 18 divine.” 
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DOSE d has ultificd - tad; . 
admitted into a ſtate of reconciliation 


with himſelf, he has alſo adopted for his chi. 


ren; that they might enjoy all the bleſſings 


of grace, and the unknown riches of jo 4 
| not only by the favour of friendſhip, though 
that be of the nobleſt kind; but alſo by an 


udiſputable right of auburn. which ri ight 
they have in the virtue of Adaption. 


'0 the privileges, of bis own von. In the Gre- 


a man of wealth, in default of iflue from his 
own body, to make choice of ſome perſon 
upon whom he put his name; requiring 
him to relinquiſh his own family, never to 


licly his heir. 
legally entitled to the inheritance, upon the 


he was entirely void of all claim to ſuch a 


born an heir to his bene factor“. That ſpi- 


N wean benin Daty- of Aon, p. 47 70, 47K. Ee. 2, 
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The word, Adoption, ſignifies that act, by 
which a porſon takes the child e another. not 
relate d 1s him, into the place, and entitles him 


ian aud Roman ſtates, it was cuſtomary for 


return to it again, and to proclaim him pub- 
The perſon: thus adopted was 


deccaſe of his. adopter ; and though before 


benefit, or any expectation of it, was inveſted 
with the ſame privileges, as if he had been 


ual and divine adoption, about which OY. 
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treat, is God's gracious admiſf on of ot ranger; 
-and aliens, into the State, relation, and enjoy 
ment of all the privileges . of children, through. 


0” 
Jetus Christe according to that glorious pro. 


miſe of the new covenant; I will be n father 
tanto you, and he ſhall be my sons and daughter; 


gaith the , Almighty*, Reconciliation, 


| juſtification, and adoption, may be ths Gila. 


guilhed. In reconciliation, God is confiderc 


as the fovereign Lord and the injured þ ny, 
and the finner as an enemy ro him. In 74:7, 
fication, our Maker ſuſtains the cha radter 
the ſupreme; Judge, and man is conſiderec 
a guilty criminal ſtanding before his tribunal, 
In adoptiun, the Source of all mercics ap. 
pears as à father, and the apoſtate ion: of 
Adam as aliens from him; as belonging to 
'the family of Satan, and denominated children 
of wrath, In reconciliation we arc mitt 
| friends, in juſtification. we are de need 


rinhteous, and i in adoption we are conſiituted 


heirs, and have a declared right to the eter- 
nal inheritance. 


That believers are the en of Go: 


the -ſcriptures expresſly declare. They 1 
be ſo called, as they are begotien aud bs. 
from above; as they ſtand in a ma ν,Edt ell 
lian to Chriſt; and as they are adopted into 
the hecdvenly family. Their diflercnt ways, 


in which the ſ{criprure ſpeaks of ric! filial 


relation to God, are intended to aid_our 


feeble | conceptions when we think upon the 


grand, ineffable bleting ; one mode of ex- 


„ 


that are wanting in another. 
| the original of ſpiritual lite, and the reſtora- 


tion of the divine image, we are faid to be 

torn of God, To ſet forth, in the livelieſt 
manner, our moſt intimate and delightful 

union with the Sen of the Higheſt, we are 
fd to be married to Chriſt. That we might 
never forget the miſery of our natural con- 
dition, as a ſtate of alienation from God, and 
a the ſame time to intimate to us our title 
to the heavenly patrimony, we are ſaid to be 


cim it. The beloved apoſtle was fo amazed 
lege of adoption, that he could not forbear 


Bebald ! xohat manner of love the Father bath 


ſeſs of mercy were predeſtinated to the en- 


junt heirs of Christ. 


euinated tus unto the adoption 


in our Adoption. 15 229 


preſſion ſapplying, in ſome degree, the ideas 
To expreſs 


adopted by Him.—The condition, therefore, 
of all believers, is moſt noble and excel- 
ſent, - Their high birth, their divine Huſ- 
band, and everlaſting inheritance, loudly pro- 


| at the love of God, manifeſted in the privi- 
trying our with aſtoniſhment and rapture ; 


beiowed upon ws, that tue ſbould be called ux 
zoxs or Gor! Here grace reigns, The veſ- 


| joyment of this honour and happineſs before 
| the world began. The great Lord of all 
choſe them for himſelf, choſe them for his 
children, chat they might be heirs of God, and 
This he did, not becauſe 
g any worthineſs in them, but of his own 
bvereign will. As it is written, Having pre- 
F children by 
Jeu Chritt to himſelh according to the god 
|eazure of bis will, 15 the praiſe of his glorious 
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grace“ "TY According to he good pleasure ＋ his 
ant; this. is the eternal ſource of the heaven. 
ly; bleſing. By Jesu Chritt; this is the way 
of its, communication to the ſinner. 77 7. 
Praise of his glorious grace; this is the end of 
I The perſons adopted, are ſinners of Adam's 
race; ſuch who, conſidered in cheir batural 
Ante, are eſtranged from God, and guil be. 
fore him; under ſenteoce of death, and Ob- 
noxious to ruin, "heir: tranſlation, there. 
fore, out of this deplorable condition, into 
ſtate and relation ſo glorious, is an inftance of 
reigning, triumphant, boundleſs grace. Th 
the children of wrath, ſhould become the in. 
hexitors of glory, and the flaves.of the devil 
be acknowledged as the ſons of e ; 
that the enemies of God ſhould ever be-adopt- 
ed into his family, and have an indefeaſib- 
right to all | the privileges of his children AIC 
alfoniſhing % the laſt degree. Our charac. 
tet and ſtate, by nature, are the moſt indigent 
wWretched, and abominable ; ſuch as render us 
fit for nothing, after this life, but to dwel 
With accurſed fiends and damned fpirirs, is 
the abodes of darkneſs and deſpair. Bur, 
by the privilege of adoption, we rig 
Dent a character, and are brought into tuck a | 
ſttates as render us fit to aſſociate, with (2ints 
im light, with angels in glory. What but grace, 
| the riches of grace, omnipotent reigning grace, 
could be ſufficient to effect fo noble, { a. 
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If we take 2 curſory view of thoſe invalu- 
able privileges which the famrs enjoy by as 
doption, and of which they are heirs, our ideas 
of the ſuperlative bleſſing will be ſtill heighten - 
ed. They have the moſt honourable 
character; for they are called, not merely the 
errants, or the friends, but he rons of Go 
This dignified character is unalterable ; feerrr 
the Lord himſelf declares, that it is an ever. l 
laing name that” ſhall nut be cut t. If lt 
David fo highly eſteemed the character op M0 
un. in. lat to an earthly king +; how much 
more ſhould believers eſteem the title of h, e e 
ions of God y of Him, who is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords ? They are alfo called War 
aud priefts, and are repreſented under a rien WY 
variety of auguſt and venerable ticles, obvious 
| to every intelligent reader of thez ſacred wris J 
ings, The dignity of their relation is in 108 
menſcly great. For, being the children of 08 
Zed, Jehovah himſelf is their Father, and W8 
Chriſt acknowledges them for his brethren _ Wk " 
Nor do they ſtand in relation to Jeſus merely % 
% brethren; they are alſo his bride. Their l 
conjugal relation to Him is ſuch, that nothignagngg 
an be conceived more honeurable, or more Rl 
beneficial. For He is the thief among ten mY |! 
thousand, end altogether lovely. When Db. 
| Vid, though not yet in poſſeſſion of the crown, 
lent his men to Abigail to take her to wife; 
that diſcreet widow bowed herself on her face. 
t the earth, and ſaid; Behold, let thine hand. 
Maid be a $ervdit to waſh the feet of the er. 
%%; -T 00 
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liever, for infinitely greater reaſons, with 
- gratitude and aſtoniſhment adore that bene. 


cent band, which broke off his yoke of 


baſeſt vaſſallage, and joined him to David's 
Antitype, the Wee Bridegroom ; joined 
him in a marriage-covenant that fhal} never 
be broken, in a union that ſhall never be diſ. 
Again: Believers, being the children of 
God, are the objects of his paternal affection 
and unremitting care. As a father, He 
guides them by his counſel and guards chem 
by his power. Their diſobedience he viſits 
with a rod of correction; and, in all ther 
diſtreſſes, he feels for them with the bowels 
of parental compaſſion. In all his dealings 
with them, he manifeſts his love, and cauſes 
all things to work together for their good, | 
Yes, they are the darlings of providence, and 
the charge of angels. Thoſe miniſtring ipi- 


rits, who are active as flame, and ſwift 28 


thought, encamp around them; and, in ways 
unknown to mortals, ſubſerve the deſigns of 
grace in promoting their beſt intereſts. 
Further : Nothing can exceed the riches 
and excellency of that inberitance to which 
they have a right, in virtue of their adoption 
that eterhal inheritance, which is bequeathe« 
to them by an irrevocable teſtament. This 
_ teſtament, recorded in the facred writings, 
was confirmed by] the blood and death cf 
Chriſt, The inheritance- includes, all tlie 
j | 
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pleſlings of grace here, and the full fruition 
of glory hereafter. Vea, even the bleſſings "IR 
of providence are theirs, and are diſpenſed to RL 
Hem, fo far as infinite wiſdom ſees neceffary 10 
to their real temporal good, theit ſpiritual {IRA 
welfare, and the glory of God. For godline/s RR 
hath ie promiſe of the life that now is, as well 100 
as of that which ts to come : and, their heavens - Wt 

ly Father knoweth that they have need of his 

providential favours, ſo long as they continue 
a their preſent ſtate. So that, whether they 5 e 
de things temporal, ſpiritual, or eternal; Rn 
whether they be things preſent, or things to ieee 
come: all, wil are theirs. According to tat b 
admirable text; All things are yours : whether - 008 
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Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or 1 e, | | 
ar death, or things present, or things to come; ith 
ALL are yours *.. But, which is yet more i 
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emphatical, and the higheſt that words car: - 
xpreſs, the utmoſt our ideas can reach; the 
vie Spirit declares, that they are Artus or 
God, and Joi r-AHETRS or CHarsT T. Each, 
ö therefore, has a right to ſay; Jehovah Him- 5 e 
elf is my portion, my reward, my inheri-.. 1 
tance.“ Yea, ſuch is the mutual propriety xy, 
which God and his people have in each other, 
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hat the inheritance is reciprocal between Willi | 
them. For the partion of Jacob is the Former - Will || 


Fall things, and Iſrael is the rod of Pic inheri=. Jv 
| lance ; e hoſes ts his name} be All: 1 
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the awful, the amiable, the adorable attribute; 

of Deity, will appear glorious in the ehildrer 

of God, and be enjoyed by them to their c- 

verlaſting honour and unutterable bliſs ; 0 
_ the conſummation of their ſublime happineſs 
in an eternal world. What can the heart of 
man defire more? Or, what good thing will 
God with-hold from them, for whom he gave 
his Son, to whom he gives Him/elf. 


Once more: In teſtimony to this their ſub. 
lime relation, and as an earneſt of their ſu- 
ture inheritance, they receive the Spirit of 
adoption, by which they cry, with appropria- 


tion and (confidence, Abba Father. The Spi- 
rit of adoption, as oppofed to the ſpirit of 
bondage, is a ſpirit of light and liberty, of 
conſolation and joy. He glorifies Chriſt in 
the believer's view, and ſheds divine love 


| abroad in his heart. He brings the promiſes 
to his remembrance, and enables him tofplcad ' 


them at the throne of grace, according 10 lis 
various wants. He elevates the affections to 
_ Heavenly things, and ſeals him, as an heir of 
the kingdom, to the day of redemption.—— 


Bauch are the privileges of God's adopted {0us, 


min the vouchſafement of which grace reigns 


5 What a mercy might we eſteem it, 201 te 
be confounded before the God of heaven 


regard from the eternal King! What an ho- 


© Nour, to be admitted into his family, to occu- 
py the place and bear the character of the 
meaneſt ſervant ! But, to be His adopted ci, 


aren, who is the Fountain of all bliſs; aud Hh 
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eſpouſed bride, who is the Sovereign of alt 
worids—to have Him for our everlaſting Fa- 
ther, who is the Former of all things; and 
Him for our -Huſband, who is the obje of 
angelic worſhip ; are bleſſings divinely rich, 
indeed | That finful mortals, who may juſtly 


fay to corruption, Thou art our father '; and 
to the worm Thou art our mother and ſiſter— 


that any ſuch ſhould be permited to ſay to 


ours, to render us completely happy and 
« eternally bleſſed;“ is an aſtoniſhing, de- 
lichtful, tranſporting thought ! Theſe are 


Let the grandees of the earth and the ſons 
of the mighty, boaſt of their high birth and 


al. What, though they thine in filk and em- 


their names be adorned with the higheſt epi- 
thers that men can beſtow, while a profuſion 
of worldly riches is poured intot heir lap; yet 


dt, On a level with the meaneſt of mor- 
tals the 20orms ſball quickly cover them, aud 


weakeſt of chriſtians ! your name is ever 
aſting, However neglect 
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the infinite God, “ Thou art our portion? al! 
„that Thou haſt and all that Thou art are 
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bleſſings, than which, none greater can be 
conceived z none more glorious granted op 
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large revenues; their pompous titles and 
ſplendid retinues; their delicate fare and coſt- 
ly array; ſtill the pooreſt -peafant, that be- 
lieves in Chriſt, is infinitely ſuperior to them 
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broidery, or glitter in gold and jewels ; though 


they maſt ſoon, very ſoon, lie dewn in the 


their memory ſhall rot.—But your name, O 
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mong men, it ſhall ſtand for ever fair in the 
book of life; for ever conſpicuous in the re. 
cords of Jehovah. fy What, though you Walk 
in the vale of life; though you are not point- 
ed our, as a perſon of eminence, while you 
proceed on your pilgrimage, nor receive the 
acclamations of the people; yer you arc high 
in the eſtimation of heaven, nor. deſtit> f 
the ſublimeſt honours. Your praiſe is nu: gf 
men but of God. He knows the way that 
you take, and points you out to angels as che, 
object of their regard. Though you cannct 
(11:18 boaſt of illuſtrious anceſtors and noble bluod ; 
11111888; 8 being born from above, the blood royal 
| \| 11:11 of heaven runs in your veins. Though you 
are not a favourite of the prince; yet, like 2 
prince, you have power with the God of If- 
real. 'Thouglt ever fo poor in temporals, the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt are your own. 
Though your manſon: be a cobwebed co. 
tage; though you have not a numerous tan 
of attendants; yet the holy angels ard your 
nard and miniſter to your good, while tte 
God of glory not only condeſcends to come 
under your lowly roof, but even to di ẽ ! with 
you. Yours: is the honourable character; 
yours is the happy ſtate. This is bappine!s, 
which all the wealth of the Indies cannot pro- 
eure. A his is honour, which all the crowned 
heads in the world cannot confer. Ihe Lord 
of hoſts hath- purpoſed to ſtain the pride 0: 
all orher glory, but this hondur ſhall; never [2 
| laid in the duſt . Whar a ſhade it calis on 
+, * MOEWEN's Bfſaysy vol il. p zch; 310, 317, 312. 
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every worldly diſtinction, to be forced to feel 
how very fleeting it is! How encouraging the 

| remembrance of the durable and exalted hap- = 
pineſs of the ſons of God! Christianity! it is 

thine alone, to ennoble the human mind aud 
make it really great. Grace / it is thine alone 
to raiſe the poor from the dunghill, and the 
needy out of the duſt. Thine it is, to number 
them among the princes of heaven, and ſear 
them on thrones of glory. e 

And now, reader, what is your character? 

You, very probably, call yourſelf a chriſtian. 

if you are fo in reality, you are a child of 
God, and an adopted heir of immortal glory. 
Do you know, then, by experience, what are 

the privileges attendant on ſuch a ſtate, and 
connected with ſuch a character? If not, you 
bear the name in vain. So far from being a 
chriſtian, you are—how ſhall I ſpeak it? can 

| you believe it? can pride forgive it you 
ue an enemy to God and a child of the devil. 
For theſe two characters, ibe children of God, 
and the zecd of the serpent, include all man- 
kind. Conſider, then, where to clafs yourſelf, 
aud what is your proper nam. 

Are you a believer? a child of God by 

adoption, and an heir of eternal riches? Be 
careful, then, to act agreeably to your high 
character and exalted privileges. Let the 
clidren of this world ſatisfy their little minds, 
aud be captivated by the low enjoy ments and 
periſhing vanities of the preſent ſtate; but 
you ſhould diſdain to act upon their prin- 
ples, or to be governed by their maxims. 
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The riches of the world, which enproi; the | 
cares of the covetous ; the honours of the 
world, which are fo ecarneſtly purſued by the 
ambitious; and the pleaſures of the world, in 
Which the ſenſualiſt delights, you ſhould be 
far from deſiring. Why ſhould you be dif: 
contented at the want of that which, though 
enjoyed in all its fulneſs, could not make you | 

5 happy —Eꝗ 14% * far ſhould you be from Pere 
forming religious duties on the fame principles 
And with the ſame views, as the legal moraliſt 
and ſelſiſh phariſee; which generally are, ei- 
. ther che applauie of men, or their own accey- 
tance with God. That is the moſt abominable 
hypocriſy iu the fight of Him who ſearches the 
heart, and ſtauds abhorred by every generous 
mind ; this is a criminal uſurpation of the of- 
_ fice of Chriſt, and the higheſt difhonour to his 
undertaking. For it proceeds ou a {uppoſition | 
that the work of our Lord, is: either, nor ber- 
feb in itſelf, or not Free for the ſinner. Ihe 
former reflects on his power, or faithfuluch, 
and the latter on his grace; both which are 
equally far from honouring the adorcd Ke- 
deemer, under his ſacred and cheering charac. 
ter, Jasus. The children of ligbt ſhould act. 
from the maſt generous motives, and for the 
ſublimeſt end. Love to their heavenly Fa- 
ther, and gratitude to the bleeding Saviour, 
ſhould ever be the fruitful source of ail heir 
- obedience, aud the glory of the eternal God, 
„„ 2 1 
Again: Are you an heir of the Kingdom! 
Lou ſhould be careful to preſerve a {tcady 


conduct in the church of God and in the 
world. Not only to be zealous: for your Fa- 
ther's honour, for a ſeaſon; or, as we vul- 
| ourly ſay, by. fits and ſtarts. but maintain an 
uniform and conſiſtent behaviour, through 
the whole tenour of your conduct. Endea- 
your to make it appear, that you are a diligent 
gervant, as well as a dignifed son, of God. 
Your practice ſhould be, as much as poſſible, 
zorecabie to your holy profeſſion and glorious 
hope. Remember, that as your gracious Fa- 
ther and loving Huſband, your glorious rela- 
tives and bright inheritance, are all above; 
there alſo ſhould be your heart and your con- 
rertation, For though you are an heir of a 
kingdom, it is not of hi world: and though _ 
you arc in, you are not of the world, Nor 
will you have any reaſon to be ſurpriſed or 
aſhamed, if the world ſhould hate you... 
Whatscever things are true; whatseever things 
re honest, grave, or venerable z whatsoever 
things are pure; whatsoever things are lovely 
whatzoever things are of good report: if there 
le any virtue, and if. there be any praise, the 
cliidren of God «undoubtedly ought, above 
all others, to think on these things, For no 
nan can free himſelf from the odious charge. 
of being a diſhonour to Chriſt and a reproach 

o lis chriſtian profeſſion, if he live under 


5 ; 
be dominion of fin, and be a ſervant of Sa 
„aa. Such a perſon, whatever ſpeculative _ 


knowledge he may have of the doctrine of 


ace, or whatever his profeſſions of love to 
ko 


may be; is deſtitute of the faith of the go- 
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1 now proceed to cotilider that real change, 


fect in glory. — This real change i is abſolutely 


produces in them a ſincere love to God, and 
ral pleaſue in his ways. Hence chey are 


health of the ſoul, and the beaury of a rational 


church of God, and ef ential to true bleſſed - 
necks ; ſo it mult by no means be overlooked, 


| [ure ourſeives that grace reigns in it. 
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of Grace, as. # reigns in our Banc ritcs A' ion. 


TAVING OOO upon b ebene 5 
change, which rakes place in the ſtate 
of God's people, in juſtification and adoption; 


which is begun in ſanctification and made per- 


neceſſary. ' For though Chriſt is proclaimed 

in the. goſpel, as entirely free for the ſinner; 

and though we are conſidered as wngodly, 
when the obedience of the righteous Jeſus is 

 impated to us, for our juſtification before 
God; yet, before we can enter the manſions 

of immortal purity, we muſt be ſanctifs d. 

Chriſt, indeed, finds his people entirely deſti- 
tute of holineſs, avd of every debre after it; 

but he does not leave them in that ſtate, He 


called, an holy nation. 45 holineſs is the 


nature; as it is tis brig Ne ornament of the ; 


ay treatiſe ou reigning grace, for we may al- 


he vaſt importance, of ſanctification, and 
| the raik it holds in the economy of grace, 
ppear from hence, It is the: eng of our * ; 
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Rat. nal eleflion*—a capital promiſe, and a d. 
ſtinguiſhed bleſſing of the covenant of gravi Wl |. 
Laa precious fruit of redemption by the blood fob 
of Jeſus 1 —the deſign of God in our regene- 15 


ration ||—the primary intention of %. go 
lion F—the ſcope of adoption T—and abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to glorification **. So that, inthe no 
 faudtification of a ſinner, the great defions gh 
of all the divine operations, refpecting th eal] 
moſt glorious of all works REDEMPTION, are ſett 
united 17 His 
5 FanFfiication, te; may de juſtly de | fanc 
nominated a part, a capital part of our ſaliva bolt 
tion; and is much more properly fo termed, | ly 2 
than a condition of it. For, to be delivered ence 
from chat bondage to fin and Satan, under Wl her; 
Which we all naturally lie, and to be renewed Dur 
after the image of God, muſt certainly be . fam 
eſteemed a great deliverance and a valuable cept 


bleſling: and, in the enjoyment of that del. of it 
verence, and the participation of this bleſiing, WW nech 
dont the very eſſence of ſanctification. ＋ 
Hlence the word is uſed to ſignify, T hat work both 
off divine power and divine grace, by which i) inſep 


Wt n are called and Wee, are renewed after Wl ang 
| | 5 A feren 
CY I ary 2 Theil. 1. 13. „ Fi be t 
„ Ms 0 1 51 a 33. Heb. Vit. ys. Exck. AK. as 
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5 + Ros 1 25. 26, 29. . xvii. 19. Tit. i. and t 
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the image of the bleſſed God.—The effect of this 


glorious Work is ile halineſs. And what is 


holineſs, but 'a conformity to the moral per- 


cf a pure heart. So to love the ſupreme Be- 
ing, is directly contrary to the bias of corrupt 
nature. For, as our natural depravity radi- 
cally conſiſts i our @ver/con to God, and ina 


His ſtead, which manifeſts itielf in ten thou- 


ence to Him, and of all delight in Him, both 


ſum and perfection of holineſs, For. all ac- 


ceptable duties naturally flow from the love 
of God; nor are they any thing elſe, but tbe 


neceſſary expreſſions of that divine principle. 
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fections of the Deity ?- Or, in other words, 
le to God and delight in him as the chief 
good. The end of the commandment is love, out 


ſetting up of ſomething in the affections in 


fand different ways; ſo the eſſence of true 
holineſs conſiſts in ſove to God. This heaven 
ly affection is the fruitful ſource of all obedi- 


here and hereafter. Vea, it is not only the 
fource of all our obedience; but alſo the 


Though Juſtification and ſanctification are 
both bleſſings of grace, and though they are 
| inſeparable ; yet they are diinet acts of God, 
and there is, in various reſpects, a wide dif- 
ſerence between them. The diſtinction maß 
| be thus expreſſed. Juſtification reſpects the 
| perſon in a legal ſenſe, is a fngle act of grace, 
and terminates in a relative change; that is, 
a freedom from puniſhment and a right to 
life: ſanctification regards him in a phyſical 
ſenſe, is a continued work of grace, and termi-- 
nates in a real change, as to the quality both _ 
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& . why lanes . 
righteouſneſs. without, us; the latter is by bo- 


e 1 
* . 0 Wi . 9 


** he former 18 by 4 


lineſs wronght in ue. That precedes, as a 6: 
' cauſe; this follows, as an effec.  Julthice 800 
tion is by Chriſt, as a prigſt, and has regard 10 
to the gail of ſin; ſanctification is by lim Gary 
"AS: 1A Ling, and refers to its. dominion. The wha 
former deprives it of its damn. 2g power : the nen 
latter of its veiguing po-ẽ r. Juſtification 18 de de 
10 inſtantaneous aud complete iu all its. lubjects; ; the 
fſanctiſication is \Progreſh de and erfedting by WW to; 
IN? degrees. in , 
ee perſons on whom the bleting of fancti. fate 

| fication; is beſtowed, are: ſuch who arc Ju 18805 
ad. and are in a ſlate, of acceptance with bog 
God. For concerning them it is ſaid, ad it nor! 
ds the language of reigning grace; I put tecep 
my laws. into their mind, and write them in pleafi 

_ #heir hearts *. Ihe bleſſing here deſigned, To 
and the 3 here promiſed, are, hat love be 97 

of God, that delight in his law and ways, wary 


5 Which are implanted i in the hearts of all the lon + 
._ regenerate, and enjoyed. by them in fone; 
dee; conſtantly. inclining them to obey 
5" he whole revealed will of God, fo far a hight 
ut they are acquainted with it. Sancti cal 
zs aà vet covenant bleſſing; And, in that gra. 
cious* conſtitution, it is promiſed' as à choice boy / 
; privilege, not ee as an entitling cc ork 8 
0 dition. 3 oh der 11 


Further: Thats happy Ge” who poſſeſs 


W et invaluable bleſſing, and arc delivered | {rom bes 
. the dominion of fin, are not under ide lau n, 
1 neither ſceking joltifiemon by 5. nor o Nen. 
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noxious to its curſe: but en gr ace; are 
completely juſtified, by the free favour of 
God, and live under its powerful influence “. 
his text ſtrongly implies, that all who are. 
| under the law, as a covenant, or are ſeeking 
acceptance with the eternal judge by their 
own duties, are under the dominion A 
whatever their character may be among 
men, or however high their pretences may 
be to holineſs. And as they who are under 
the law have no holineſs, fo they can N 
no acceptable obedience. For they that are 
in the fleſh, in their carnal, e e pe 
ſtate, cannot please God. Every one that is 
under the law, is condemned by it; and ſo - 
long as his perfon is accurſed, his duties can 
not be accepted. A man's person muſt be 
decepted with God, before his Works can be 
peating to him. | 
To ſet the lutzecr in a clearer liehr, i it may 
de of uſe to conſider; What is effentially ne 
ear) to a good work. To conſtitute” a 
rod v0, or. one that is acceptable to God, 
i muſt be done” from a right principle, per. 
formed by à right rule, and directed to a 
digit end. —It mut be done from a night 
rinciple, This is the love of God. The 
great command of che unchangeable law, is, 
bou Halt lobe the Lard thy God. Whatever l 
otk is done from any other principle, how. 5 
wer it may be applauded by men, it is not 
kecptable in the fight of Him . who ſcarches 
ic heart. For þy Him principles, as well as 


ons are 20 i ghedt. Alt maſt be perform... 
. M. 14. I Sam. i. 3. 
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of God, His will is the rule of rightcoul- 
neſs... The moral law, in particular, is the 
rule of our obedience. It is a complete 


ſyſtem. of duty, and conſidered as moral, -is 
iümmutably the rule of our conduct. How: 
euer chargeable, therefore, any work may be 


to him that performs it; or however diligen: 


he may be in the performance of it; yer, if 


it be no where commanded by the authority 


af of heaven, it ſtands condemned by that di. 


vine query Who hath required this at ycur 
hands? And though it de pretended, that 
the love of God is the principle, and the 
glory of God the end, as the dupes of fl. 


e perſtition, both ancient and modern, jive 
generally donc; yet, being no where cu. 


joined in our only rule of faith and prac ce, 
it is no better than reprobate filver, and will 
\_ certainly, be rejected of God“. 80 that, 


However highly the performer may ele 


hünſelf, or gratify, his. own pride, by the iced ; 


ne cannot be commended. for bis obedience, 
For Where there is no command, explicit 6: 
11 00 implied, there can be no obedience} conte- 
. quently, no good work. — It muſt be directed 


0 right end. This IS, the glory of the fu- 
preme Being. © Whaiſoever. ye do, do al 15 
be glory of God. 1,. is the peremptor; FO 
, mand of the Moſt Hig h Aud as chis! x, the 


1 end for which 33 himſelf acts, in 4!) 15 


Works both of providence and grace; fo it 


1 is the higheſ, end at Which we can bp 


| ie Je. vi. 35. 2 5 175 ger. . 5 i | 
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aim But n no man can act for ſo Gillithe" an 
end, but he that is taught of God and fully 
nerfuaded, that ſalvation is entirely by grace; 
0 by grace, as to be detached from all works, 
1 0 on no conditions, to be performed 
him. For, till then, he cannot but refer 
wi ſuppoſed good actions principally to /elf, 
and his own falvation. This is the higheſt 
end for which ſuch a perſon can poſſibly act, 
though other and baſer ends are often pro- 
poſed by him. But thoſe works which are 
truly good, and which the holy Spirit calls 
the fruits of righteouſness are, in the deſign. 
of the performer, as well as in the event, 
to theglory and proiſe of C God *. Now, though 
an unregenerate man may 4. thoſe things 
which are materially g good, and by a right 
rule; yet none who are ignorant of the gol- 
ipel of divine grace, can act from that gene- 
rous principle and for that exalted end, which 
are abſolutely necefiary to cooftirare a good ay. 
work. 1 0 1 
To confrm the argument and illuſtrate 
the point, 1 would obferve* ; That man is a 
fallen creature, entirely deſtitute of the Holy 
image and love of God. So far from loving. 
his Maker, or delighting in his ways, be is 
an enemy to him. The language of an un- 
regenerate man's heart and conduct, is that 
of thoſe profane wretches in: the book of 
Job, who ſay to God, Depart from us; for 
1 dgſire not the knowledge of thy ways. What 
i the, Ame fe that We e * bim fa 
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can never be loved by a perſon obnoxious to 


1 while We continue in this deplorable condition, . 


; 245 "IS 0 Craze, « as i reigns | 


45d 1550 profi fit ſhauld 20e have if we "7 98 ay 
unto hin* ? Neither the commands of the dl 
Vile law, though the ſtricteſt and pureſt ima. 
ginable; nor all the vengeance threatened 4. 
gainſt diſobedience to thoſe commands; cr 
work in our hearts the leaſt degree of love + 
God the Lawgiver : nor, conſidering ourſclvcs 
#9 apoſtate creatures and under the curſe, i 
it in the nature of things poſſible, For the 
more pure its precepts are, ſo much the more 
; contrary tothe bias of corrupted nature: and 
it is fel H. evident, that the rigour of its ſanction 


its condemning power; conſequently, the divine 
_ - Lawgiver can have no fhare in our afſetions, 


Fallen man,.. therctore, cannot love God, 18 

f Oe as. ke 1s revealed in a Mediator. He 2 
muſt behold his Maker's glory, in the fac cy 
of Jeſos Chriſt, before he can love him, 01 5 ; 
3 Job KX1. wh 15. 1 Cranks conceive, chat the un⸗ Pre 
regnerate man's habitual forgetfulne/ſy of God. the . vin 
eafineſs he feels when the thoughts of his Maker end pe 
Judge dart into his mind, and. his endeavours to exclude £9 
them a3 nawelcome intruders—his paſſion for inf. #4 ea. 775 
1 and his love to preſent enjoyment 1==the gnmity he has Ore 
de the people of God, and his averfiou.to ferious, 14 Be 
ions, heavenly canverſation—and finally, the treat. val 
ment withewhich the Loſpel meets in his breatt ; even \ t 
the GosPtL of laving. graces, that brightelt mirror of. A 
the divine perfeQtions 1 are evidences of this humbag {ba 
| truth, and fully prove the opprobrious. char ge.—ls not Bl 
this a ſtriking proof, that & divine power, an ir 907 


agency, is My | to EATS the 0 and col 
Ns * heart 15 5 


"op ORE 


in our dancer. Rh 249 | 


hive 23 leaſt deſtre to, prötote his glory. 
And as there is no revelation of the glory. of . 
God in Chriſt, but by the goſpel ; ; and as we 
cannot behold- it but by faith | ; it neceſſaxily 
follows, that no man can unfeignedly love 
God, or ſincerely deſire to glorify him, while 
ignorant of the truth. But as there is the 
brighteſt diſplay of all the divine perfections 
10 Jeſus Chriſt, and as ite. goſpel reveals 
Him in his glory and beauty; ; {o, under the 
facred influence of the holy Spirit the ſinner 
s brought to. ſee the infinite amiableneſs and 
tranſcendent glory of God, in the perſon 
and work of Immanuel. The goſpel being a 
declaration of that perfect forgiveneſs which | 
is with God, and of that marvellous falvation 
which is by Chriſt, which are full, free, and 
everlaſting ; by whomſoever the goſpel is be · 
lieved, peace of conſcience and the love of 
God are enjoyed in ſome degrec. While, in 
proportion to the belicver's views of the di- 
vine glory, revealed in jeſus; aud his. ex- 
perience of divine love, ſhed abroad in his 
heart; will. be his. returns of affection and 
gratitude to God —— as an infinitely amiable 
Being, conſidered in himſelf; as inconcei- 
vably gracious, to à needy, guilty, unwor-⸗ 


thy creature. His language will be, What 


Heal, I render to the Lord for all his benefits? 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul and all that is 
within me, bleſs his holy name {—Being born 
from above, he delights in the law of God, 
after ihe Hard man ; and is habitually de- 
lrous of Ing more and more conformed. | 


1 x Of Grace as it reigns 


to it, as it Is a tranſeript of che divine purity 
and a revelation of the divine will, Now |} ke 
is furniſhed with that generons principle of 
action, the love of God. The obedicuce l. 
now performs, and. that which God accepts, 
i5—not the ſervice of a mere mercenary, in 
order to gain a right to life, as a rCWari 
for his work; much leſs of a /lave, that 1; 
driven to it by the goad of terror —but, th 


A he divine . ws Sig as coming ff m 
a father, an huſband. Being dead to: the law, 
he now lives to God. 2 

1 ſaid, being dead 70 the law. Thi lis is the 
aſs of none but ſuch. as have ſeen their own 


. inſufficiency, and have received the aronement 
in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; ſuch who rely 


00 His work alone, as completely ſufficient 10 


rocure their acceptance with an bol) God, 
And as ſatisfying to the anxious enquirics of 
15 an awakened conſcience, reſpecting that im- 
Irtant affair. So the apoſtle ; T7 are fem, 
dead to the law, by. the body of Chrift—{' or: 
delivered from the law, that "Rp Jead whert- * 
in we were Held. In theſe remarkable words 
the believer is deſcribed as dead to the , 
and the law as dead to him. By which ae 


1 ſignified, that the law has no more porter 


over a believer to exact obedience as the os 
dition o life; or to threaten vengeance age 
bum, in caſe of diſobedience, than a cad 
huſband, in a literal ſenſe, has to demand 
1 e from a-living wite.;. or, on account 


3 1 Rom. vii. 4, 6. 


9:27) il 
nn our Sandification 2 l 
olf diſobedience, to rhreaten her with puniſh- LOR 
ment. — That, the real chriſtian, who is dead . 10 | 
| to the law, has no more expectations of juſti. 
fication by his own obedience to it, than: a2 10 
living wite has of afliſtance from a dead huf- e 
band. —And that, as ſhe can have no expecta . 
tions of receiving any benefit from him, he | WM 
| being dead; fo the cannot rationally have any % 
fears of ſuffering evil at his hand +. 00 
But though” the law, as a covenant, ceaſe 1 M8 
to have any demands on: them that are —_ 
| Chriſt Jeſus; yet it <cales not, as a WF 'f e 
conduct, and as in the hand of Chriſt, to the _ 
| moſt experienced believer, or advanced ſaint. 
Nor, thus conſidered, is it poſſible that it - | WW 
ſhould be deprived of its authority, or loſe _] 
its uſe, For it is no other than the rule f WA 
that obedience, which the nature of God and 1 WY 
| man, and the relation ſubſiſting between 
them, render neceſſary. So that, to ſup- 105 
poſe the law vacated, in this reſpect, is to 1 
ſuppoſe that relation ro ccaſe which has ever 
lubliſted, and cannot bur ſubſiſt, between the _ || 
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r= — I ey on 
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great. Sovereign and his dependent creatures 
who are the ſubjects of his moral government. 
Nor, thus conſidered, arc its commands bur- 
| denſome, or its yoke galling, to the real 
chriſtian, He approves of it; he delights in 
| it, after the inward man. For, as a friend and 
a guide, it points out che way in which he 
is to manifeſt his thank fulneſs to God for all 
his favours; ; and the new diſpoſttion Re TE. 
| ccived in regeneration, from his Law. ful. 
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Kiſer, en . to pay it the moſt 3 re 


; he now performs, 1 is in newneſs of. ſpirit and not 
in the oldneſs of the letter x. 


nuine oilspring of the ancient phariſecs, b. 
Ject, that by faith we make void the lato, our 
anſwer is ready: God forbid / Tea, rather 


5 : won of faith. By the dodtrine of faith. 


any of the children of men, withour a per- 
fect fulfilment of all its righteous demands. 
This, though impoſſible to a fallen, enfec bled | 


account of a believing ſinner, renders him 
completely righteous. Thus the Jaw is ſo tar” 
15 from being made void, that it is honoured; ; it 
is magnified, and that to the higheſt degree, 


the ſuſferings of an incarnate God on the croſs, 
ima conformity to its penal ſanction; more 
highly honour it, than all the obedience witch de 
an abſolutely innocent race of creatures could | 


which tþe many millions of the damned can 
1 endure to eternity, —Þy- the pr mciple c of faith. : br. 
For as it purifies the heart from an evi} cou- WR 7 
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and unit errupted regards. The obedience 


Should any pretenders to holineſs, the ge- 


3 


we eftabliſh the law, both by the doctrine and 


or we teach, that there is no ſalvation for 


creature, was punctually performed by Meſ- 
ſlab the Surety ; which, being placed. to the 


The obedience performed to the precep:ive 
part of the lay, by a divine Redeemer ; val 


ever have yielded: than all the Linge, 


ſcience, by the application of atoning Þ!: bod. 


0 it. works. ane, [ave ; love to God, his people, n 
e a 


and bis cau in ſome meaſure Contor 101 bly 


to the law, as the rule of righteouſneſs, 


Hence it is that they who believe are faid to 
be /anftified by that faith which is in Jeſus “. 
If any one, therefore, pretend to believe in 


Chriſt, to love his name, and enjoy commu- 
nion with him, who does not pay an habitual 
regard to his commands; he #s a liar and, the 


without Jove, is mere flavery., x. 
The great and heavenly blefling of ſanctifi- 
cation, is the fruit of our union with Chriſt, 


Curiſt as the head, and the church as his my- 
ſtical body, the choſen of God, in their ſeve- 


derating grace, and are poſſeſſed of the Holy 


inſtructive words: Without me, without a vi- 


PP . 
J John Xv. 23. 24. | l John Peg o 0 
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truth is not in Sim. For our Lord ſays, If 
inan love me he will keep my words. He in- 
forms us alfo, that the reaſon why any one 
docs not keep his ſayings, is, becauſe he does 
dot love Him, whatever he may profels to the 
*onrary +, That is no love, which is nor 
productive of obedience; nor is that worthy | 
the name of obedience, which ſprings not 
from love. Pretenſions to love without obe- 
dicnce, are glaring hypocriſy ; and obedience - 
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in virtue of that union which ſubſiſts between 


ral generations, become the ſubjects of rege- 
Spirit. According to thoſe emphatical and 


tal union with me, ſimilar to that of a living 
brauch to a flouriſhing vine; 3 can do no- 

thing that is truly good and acceptable in the 
bebt of God T, lt is by the Spirit of truth 
ad the word of grace, that any ſinner is 
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; which. we .behold, the gracious deſigus of 
Sad reſpecting us; the all ſufficiency and 


0 fandibed,. 40 it is Wehren Ye We pur ie 1 
Joycoun souls in obeying the truth, through 1/- \,, Wil 
BE: 7X *. Hence we. read of the eanttificatin 
tb Spirit; of the Holinem of truth; and, 
being sandtified by the truth f. By compa, 
ring theſe paſſages together it is evident, th: 
the divine Spirit, the grand agent, employs 
| evangelical truth, as the appointed in/?rwnen! 
in producing that hglineſs in the heart and 


life of a chriſtian, which is included in the 


bleſſing, and ſignified by the term, 5andifics 


tion. For this reaſon it is that our great li. 45 * 
teerceſſor prays, sandtify them through thy fu, 
thy word is truth and aſſerts, Te a ,. 
; through the word which I have spoken un \1 \. 


1 


The truth of the goſpel is that mirror in 


glory of Chriſt, together with his Fel 
ſalvation wrought out for the guilty. 1 


Holding, at in a glass, the glory f the Lord, W :: 


we are changed into the same image, gie W 01 


10 glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. = 


As the countenance of Moſes, after. his n. 
liar converſe with Jehovah, ſhone with fach 
dazzling radiance, that the choſen tribes con 


not ſteadily behold it; ſo the belicycr, vin. 
30g Jeſus 22 King of glory in his matches WH 


beauty, derives a likeneſs to the gor 
Object of his views and his love. e 


more deem he Heholds | Him, the more WH at 


e 


LS Theft ii. 13. Eph, 1 John xvt's 19. 
0 1 M vII. 15 and * v. 3. | 


. | Tos THESE 


. . 


os them, the more ardently he loves 


e deſires a conformity to them; for love 


ure of bis Lord's moſt glorious image *, 


cher words, that a life of holineſs to the 
WT 020ur of Chrilt, as our King and our God; 
Z Saviour. 

int and ground of faith, the more clear 


| | certainty, the more firmly ſhall we confide 
[in it; conſequently, the fruits of holineſs wilt 


Here +, 


Hence the goſpel 1s compared, by 


melted metals are caſt; from which they re- 
fs YL * 
YA „r rs. 0 Brow L iü. c. 12. $ 111. 

1.2 Pet. i. 4, Col. i. po Ta 
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fully he knows his perfections, of which ; 
bis holineſs is the ornament. The more he 


them. The more be loves them, the more 


Wis after a likeneſs to the beloved. The 
ere be loves the tranſcendently amiable . 
5 lee the more frequently, attentively, and 
3 ightfully. will he bebold him. And thus 
F * "obrains, by every freſh view, a new 


W...--Hcnce it appears, that our advances in. 
ie holineſs, will always keep pace with 
or views of the glory of Chriſt. Or, in 


N = always bear. an exact proportion to . 
of faith upon e as our we and 
As the word of grace is Ft proper war- 
ur conceptions are concerning its trath, and 
ore abundantly, adorn our converſation. _ | 
For the golpel brings forth fruit, in all them 
hat know it in truth; and it is by the ex- 
| ceeding great and precious promises contained 


init, chat we are made partakers of a divine na- 


ET infallible author, to a mould, into which 
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a. ceive their form and take their imprei 
Ko God be thanked that ye were the servani; 0 


” defrine, into which ye were delivered +. , 
16 the goſpel of peace is the doctrine here 0. 
ſigned, and as it is according to godlineſs; { 


proportion to its heavenly influence. have 
their tempers and conduct conformed to i; 
law of God, as the rule of righteouinels, 
Thus the truth becomes effectual, througli the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, to produce that pu. 
rity of heart, which is the health of the loan? 
and thoſe good works in the life, which a 
the only ornament of a chriſtian profeſlio: 
Again: as all the ordinances of grace are 
calculated to increaſe our knowledge and love 
of Chriſt; fo they are adapted to promote 
the work of ſanctification. Whether, there- 
fore they be thoſe of the cloſer or the f. 
mily ; whether public or private; they ought, 
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by all who profeſs themſelves the diſciples of 
the holy Jeſus. All who attend upon then 
in faith, ſhall certainly find them the app) 
, en of promoting their knowledge of the 
true God, their growth in grace and advance 
ment in real nee 


* 


lives, which are uſed in the book of God, to 
ſtir up the minds of believers to ſeek a large! 
enjoyment of the bleſſing of ſanctificacion, and 


1 Rom. vi. 17. So the eriginal reads. 


Hut ve have obeyed from the heart that e i | 


they who receive impreſſions from it, mf, in 


by all means, to be conſcientiouſly objervec, | 


We may now conſider the principal Mo 


1 to abound: in every good work. These mo. 


- 


 rives are various, yet all evangelical. 


3 purchase which Chriſt has made of 


paid for their deliverance, afford a charming, 
4 conſtraining motive, to be holy in all man- 
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{ould kindle in the hearts of ail the redeem- 


ad laid down his life for them.—-—-In the 


ſons of his heart towards periſhing ſouls ; his 


Lorernment. Conſiderations theſe, moſt hap- 
Jen our graces; to make us lothe fin, and 


| Here we ſee the tendercſt compaſſion to 
wor periſbing couts, expreſſed in a way ſupe- 


Col. i. 12, 13, 14. 1 Pet. J. 9. 
i AT xx. 28. 1 Car, vi. 19, 20. 


in our Sanctification. "RIF : 1; 


Be- 

lievers are exhorted to obedience, from the 
confideration of their diſtinguiſhing charac. 
ters, as the eledt of God, and a peculiar people. 


his choſen, and the unequalled price which he 


ner of converiation. The price with which 
bey were bought, being nothing leſs than 
Hood, the infinitely precious blood of Jeſus, 
the incarnate God ; a remembrance of it 
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W cd, a moſt fervent glow of heavenly gratitude, 
ad clevate them to a pitch of ſeraphie de- 
W wotion. And this more efpecially when they 
eflect on that abject flavery. and miſerable 
date, in which thev were viewed by the Lord 
Kedeemer, when he undertook their cauſe 
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ſaleriags of Chriſt on the croſs we behold; in 
the lame point of view, the tendereſt compaſ- 


intenſe. regards to the rights of his Father's 
igbtcous, but violated law; and the concern 
which he had for the honour of is divine 
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| pily calculated to mortify our luſts, and quick- 
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lave the law, as being holy and juſt and good. 
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iN rior to all the. power of language; 5 ſup: rior to 
© all finite conception. This He exprefii d—-.. 
pe aſtöniſhed, ye inhabitants of the har en 
World! and hoy all the redeemed of the Lor , 
be tranſported with holy wonder, ann ld 
with adoring gratitude ,——this He expreſſcd, 
in fears and cries, in proins and blood. Con. 
fider him, O believer | loaded with FEProach. 
es by his enemies, deferted by His friends, and 
forſaken even by his God——-Confider Him in 

_ theſe circumſtances of unparall eled wo, and 

» "ſee whether it will not fire your heart with 
© _ Holy zeal, and arm your hands with en 
| heavenly. reſolution, to crucity. every luſt, 10 
mortify every vile affection... Did Hann 
bal, by the command of his father, Wear at 

10 che altar to maintain an irreconcilablc en mi. 
ty againſt the Romans ? So, methinks, hond 
the chriſtian, when ſtanding, as it were, it 
the foot of the croſs ; and beholding the ful- 
ferings of his dying Saviour upon it, far to 
maintain a perpetual oppoſition again! cvery 
aft and every ſin. Here be will form bis 
ſteadieſt reſolves, to enter into no alliance, 0 

admit of no race, with thoſe encmics of his 
* foul and murderers of his Lord. Such acc. 
ſideration, ſet home by the bleſſed Spi, wil 
be inflead of a thouſand arguments 1 per. 
ſuade, inſtead of a thouſand incentives 1 
prompt, to a cheerful obedience. La Wa! 

ſo ſtruck with a view of this wondertu! e 
and the righteous claim which Jeſus has to 
every heart, that he accounted a wan! of love 

to him the higheſt, wr 6 of . aud 
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In our Sanfification. 


wickedneſs ; and boldly pronounced the ſtate 


of ſuch to be accurſed to the laſt degree !. p 
Here we bebold-the Redeemer's dere to 
his Father's late, and the ſuperlative regard 
be had to the honour of his divine government. 
For though he was determined that the re- 
bels ſhould be ſaved from e deſtruc- 
tion? yet, rather than the leaſt reflection 
(ould ever be caſt on the violated law, as 
though its precepts. were utreaſonable, or its 
ſanction cruel; he Himſelf would obey, 05 
Himſelf would bleed. By which procedure he _ 
pronounced, in the moſt emphatica] manner, | 
that the law, in its precepts, is entirely holy 
and good; and, in its ſanction, perfectiy rt. 
At the ſame time be demonſtrated, how juſt- 
ly they who die under its curſe, are puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtruction.— "Reflect upon 
this, believer, and fee whether it will not 
prove a noble inducemenr, to labour and ſtrive 
after a more perfect conform: ty io its holy 
precepts, in all. your tempers, words, and ac. 
tions; in all that you are, and in all that you 
do. Then you will ſce, that as your Lord, 
out of love ro your ſoul and in honour to the 
law, refuſed not to die the moſt infamous 
and accurſed death for your ſalvation; you 


arc laid under the ſtrongeſt obligatious, to love 


his name and reverence the law; to confide in 


his atonement, and imitate his example. 


Further: When the chriſtian copiers | 
that his whole perſon is the obje& of re- 


deeming. love, and tlie purchaſc of Imma; 


bent Cor. xvi, $3 


e eee Of Grace as it reigns 
90 50 blood; when he reflets, that the end 


deſigned by this purchaſe is, that he bout 
 serve the Lord » without fear, in holiness ny 
 righteousness all the days of bis life ; and thi 
e ſhould live to Him who died for [in an 
rose again: beholding ſuch a deliveranc ce, b 
ſuch ſtupenduous means, and for ſuch 3 ole. 
rious end; he will cry out with E. ra, on a 
infinitely leſs important occaſion ; Seeing tha 
thou, aur God, has} given its Such deliveran 
d this, Flange we again break: thy c. "mma 
ments; The heart that is not moved to lhre 
the Redeemer and glorify his name, by fach 
conſiderations as theſe, muſt be harder hn 
ſtone, and colder than ice; muſt bee entirely. 
loſt to all ſenſe of gratimnde.— Were believers 
more fully acquainted with the love of a dying 
Saviour, and the infinite efficacy of his abb. 
ning blood; their dependence on him would 
be more ſteady, and their love to him woult 
be more. fervent. - And, were this the caſe, 
how patient - would they. be under ail ther 
afliQtions ; bow: thankful jn all their cojoy- 
ments; how ardent in all cheir devotions; 
how holy in all their converſation. : how ul 
fal in all their behaviour! Yea, bow ace. 
ful, how joyful, in the proſpect of death and 
vs Fan World! Then would their | lives be 
happy indeed. The purchaſe made, 5 
price laid down by the holy One of Cod, „r 
therefore, a noble, a. conſtraining motive 0% 
holineſs of life. | 
| Their "cg. is another confideratio el 
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eme purpoſe: . As He who hath cal. a 
I vn Holy, /o be ye holy in all manner of 

mu "The chriſtian {ſhould often me- 
W dictate on the nature and excellence of "= 4 
8 high, holy, heavenly calling. By it, he is 
WT tranflated out of darkneſs into reli 
5 light ; and from under the power of Jarrnefs, h 
inn the kingdom of God's dear Son. By it, he. 
WT is brought out of his natural ſtate, which 15 
Vas a {tate of wrath and alienation from God, 
W ino a [tate of peace and communion with hin, EY 
And the end of his calling is, that he might be 

%, chat he might ſhew forth the praiſes of 
bis infinite Benefactor here below, and finally 
attain his kingdom and glory in the upper 
Vorldf.—How great the bleſſing itfelf ! How - 

Ws oracious, how glorious, the defign of God in 

beſtowing it! 


have a tendency to holineſs, in every heart that ; 
n the leaſt acquainted with it. „ 
= The mercies of God in general, and more 
W partic ularly that ſpecial mercy manifeſted in 
be res pardon of all their ſins, and the ever- 
ain juſtification of their perſons, conſti- 
WI [te the nobleſt attractive of the heart l. An 
WT 4ttractive of fovercign efficacy, to draw forth 
iche powers of their fouls, in a way of 
cheerful obedience to the. ever-merciful God. 
That forgiveneſs” which is with, our Sovereign, 
and the manifeſtation of it; far from being 
5 incentive to vice, c cauſes them to fear and 
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The remembrance of this, muft neckflinity | 


ed, which ought ever to be remembered, 1s, 


in) linge of the Hoy . together with it 


1 


reverence, to love. and adore Him 'The 
ſtate of believers, as not being under it lan 
is conſidered and improved to the ſame « x6. 
lent purpoſe. Sin ſball not have donn wy 
you. On what is this poſitive affertion grund. 


Here grace is deſcribed. as having don 111108, 


to God, and their hope of the eterna inhetis 
the ſame important end 1. The hi 


relation, to remind. them of the Cobh nity and 
privileges attending it, and to excite them 0 


5 God ſhould act from nobler pri pic 
of ſenſuality and the ſervants of fin. Tit] 
_ conſideration: of their heavenly birth, thet 


| honourable character, and infinite in} Jeritandh 


citizens of the New Jeruſalem, and be er. 


Pfalz, 4 + Rom. vi. 14 r. y, 1, Pi 
il. 15. | | „„ 


„ „ *. — Nr 1 


262 0 1 of Grace, as it reigns | 


ed ? Is it becauſe they are bound to obctic ee 
on pain of incurring the curſe of a riglizeous 
law; or on the dreadful peril of fulein 
nat e Far from 1 it. The reaſo: aflion 


For ye are not under the law; but unde rag, * 3 


Here grace reigns. This coi.deration the 


apoſtle applies, as a powerful motive 10 ho 3 
The filial 1 which ; "EIS ſtand i bl © 


tance, cue another motive to anſye 


writers frequently take notice of ther ſublin 
a ſuitable conduct. And ſurely, the chile 


and have more elevated views, than the ae 


miſt animate them to walk as becomes tl 


pectants of an eternal crown, — The in Jautth 
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in our » SarAtication. 


2 ſafety | and Cat Fr believers, which” in 
W:cious reſpects, ariſe from it; are conſider- 
and urged for their. advancement in holi- 
a The abſolute neceſſity of his abiding 
Wcicnce with the people of God, is no ſmall 
daucement not to grieve the ſacred Inhabi- 
at, by a looſe and careleſs converſation. 
= hc Promises, which are all yea and amen 
Ws Crit Jesus; thoſe exceeding g great and 
Wc promiſes, which relate both to. this 
orld and that which is to come; are im- 
roved, as a further motive, to induce the 
idren of God to preſs forward after all ho- 
gels of heart and life ft. The apoſtle Peter, 
W: before obſerved, conſidering their rendency 
ad dclign, ſeruples not to affirm, that it is 
ben; by their influence on the ſoul, that 
e are made pertakers of a divine nature]. 
beſe glorious promiſes, are great as the heart 
an can wich or conceive; I was ready to 
1 2p great as Jchovah bumtclt can make, 9 


3 Once mare: The conſideration of thoſe 
Wc 1c ents with which che Lord, as a fa- 
ber, correds his children, When remiſs in 
eir duty and negligent in the practice of 
Wood works; is another motive to ſtir them 
$7 to follow after holineſs, and to make them 
. Tach ul agaiaſt the incurſions of tempta- 
Wo. | L ſaid, with which the Lord, as a 
Wc: , chaſtices ; not puniſhes, For it is the 
E oper 1 and the buligets of ,: a tender father, 
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1. % = | of Grace ar it reigns 
Fo to correct Us children, When diſobedien 
but of a judge and am executioner, to pro- 
nounce a: perſon worthy of: puniſhment and 


to inflict it: which, in the proper ſenſe 5; 
puniſbment, makes no part of the divine con. 


their heavenly Father, does chaſtiſc them , 
Which is, not merely to demonſtrate his . 
vereignty, but to correct for faulte com 


en We does it becauſe he loves the em, 5 or- 


that hey may not be condemned with the < 
This being the deſign of God in ball 


will, but not diſi nherit them. He will male 


_ awayh. According to that declaration; i 
1 His, the Meſhah's children, foreake my [qW, and 
walk not in my judgments ; if they break mn 
Statutes, and | eep not my . Len 
will I viſit their trangreſſions with a rad, a 1d 
their iniquity with ſtripes. Nevertheless, 
 loving-kindness Will Tnot utterly take 78 1 him, 
or hisdeed, nor suffor my faithfulness ts f. 


diſobedient; fo he reveals more of his lose 


to them, as they walk ſteadily in the pars 
? of duty. Such who maintain the loft 


hal. 30, 31, 3433. 
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duct towards the heirs of glory. And when 


mitted ; he does it, not in wrath, but in love. 
der to make them partakers of his holine;:, „ And 
his people, and the ſevereſt chaſtiſciuc 115 
being a fruit of his paternal care; ua 
the means be grievous, yet they are ſalutary, 


, 

1 

and the end is glorious. Correct them be 
; 


them ſmart for their folly, but he hater , 


— As the Lord corrects his children. hen 


„eb dl. $=—IT, 1 oh Al. EY "Mal. ii. 16. 59 


bey his commands, have rcalon to expect, 


under the ſmiles of his countenance; and, 
of future glory“. While ſuch of his people 


under his correcting hand, and the ir comfort- 
able communion with him is more: interrupt- 


le generous kind, than thoſe before mention- 


the Lord, fear the frowns of their Father's 

they do not live under the flaviſh apprchen- 
ons of eternal wrath, nor are they kept in 
| the way of duty, by the rormenting fears of 


may juſtly expect more copious m: \nifeſtations 


ence to him; yet they do not obey for life, 
or to gain a right of inheritance. No ; they 


| Dope. 


Though the motive, therefore, be 
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in our r Sandtification. 26 5 
communion with him, and moſt punctual ly Os 
richer manifeſtations of his love; to live. more | 


conſequently, to be more joyful in rheir pilgri- f 
mage here on earth, having larger foretaſtes 


| who backſlide more frequently, and are not 
o careful to perform his will; come oftener 


ed. | — 
This motive, it muſt be n nech is of a | 
ed. Norwithſtanding, in the preſent imperfect 

ſtate, it has its uſe, Nor is it deſtitute of rhe. 


love of God. For though the redeemed of 


face, and the laſhes of his correcting rod; yer 


that awful puniſhment. And though they 
of their Father's love, as they walk in obedi- 

ERR dy heirs. They are not only ſervants, | 
but ns; and are poſſeſſed of a filial affection 


tor Him who has begotten them to a lively 


not 10 free, and pure, and noble, as thoſe be- 
| fore mentioned, which a are taken from bleſ- 
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ſings already conferred; yet it ſavours of the 
love of God, and has relpect to his glory. The 
obedience alſo, performed under irs influcnce, 

is of a kind very different from all the dui; 
of the moſt zealous moralift, that is unacquaint- 
ed with falvation by grace. It muſt be gran: 
ed, notwithſtanding, that the more pure our 
regards are to the glory of God, the more 
perfect is our obedience, and the more acccp. 

_ able in the ſight of our heavenly Father. Yer 
far be it, that we ſhould once indulge thc 
thought of our duties, when performed to the 
utmoſt of their ability, being accepted of God | 
for their own fake! The acceptance with 
Which they meet, at the hand of Cod, is 0 
becauſe they are perfect, or we worthy ; but 
ln conſequence of our union with Chil, and 
the juſtification of our per/ons in hin. Theſ 
duties, being the fruits of holineſs, are pro 
duced by virtue of a vital union with Him; 
are conſidered. as evidences of that union ; and 
accepted through Him, as our great Hit 
prieſt before the throne- Accepted, not 

to the juſtification of our . but as 4 
teſtimony of our love and gratitude, and 
oux concern for the glory of God. 

ww _ _ that theſe are all the motives to obedience, 
. wich which the ſcriptures furniſh believer, 
aud which they ought to keep i in their viel, 
1 am far from ſuppoſing; but they, I col 
cCeeeive, arc ſome of the principal. If therein 
m ubeſc have their proper influence upon chem, 
| IN 1 they will be neither idle nor unfruiſſul, i fat 
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[t is evident from the foregoing paragraphs, 
that ſanRification is an important part of that 
ſalvation and blefledneſs, which are promiſed 
to the people of God, and provided for them 
in Chriſt. Be careful then, reader, to look 
upon it and ſeek after ir, under its true charac- 
ter. Be diligent in the purſuit of holineſs, 
not as the condition of your juſtification 3 but, 
as the brighreſt ornament of a rational nature; 


| | as the image of the bleſſed God; and as that 


by which you bring the >:/2Þ2/' honour ro his 
ame. In this the perfection of your intellec- 
tual powers conſiſts, and plory is its genuine 
reſult, —- The children of God ſhould al- 
ways remember, that though holineſs and 
good works give them no title to life, for that 
is theprerogative royal of divine grace, through- 
the Mediator's work; yet an higher, and ſtill 
higher degree of holineſs, is to be ſought with 
all aſſiduity. It being their proper Luſinefs, 
as well as their great bleſſing, while they walk 
in Chriſt the way; by holineſs and good works 
to evidence that they are in him, and fo free 
om ß 070 
it alſo appears, .that as no obedience is ac- 
ceptable to God, but that which proceeds 
from a principle of love to his name, and is 


done with a view to his glory; and as no man | JW 
1 poſſeſſed of that heavenly principle, or ca-- |} 


pable of acting for that exalted end, but the 


true believer and juſtified perſon : ſo it 'muſt 1 


be very prepoſterous and entirely unavaling, 
to exhort ſinners to do this or the other good 


Vork, in order to gain an interęſt in Chriſt; 
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that forgiveneſs which is with God; al! out 
| -_ - duves ſpring from a s/av75h principle, aud are 


bh 28 Grace, en it reigns 

| i Los or, as a pee ar qualification for juſtifi Ica- 
tion by him. For an intereſt in Chriſt and 
Wl the covenant, is not acquired by the {inner, 
| but freely given of God; and is a primary 
1 | fruit of eternal diſtinguiſhing love. Nor are 
dae beſt works of an unbeliever, any other 
. 8 than ſplendid faults ; neither good in then. 
| 1 ſelves, nor acceptable to God. Lill we re. 
| 1 ceive the atonement which is by Chriſt, and 
J 

| 


FE referredto a ſelfiſi end. Without this,” 
=. - fays Dr Otven, wy all that you do, ho wever it 


x may pleaſe your minds, or eaſe Jour con. 
( ſciencecs, is not at all accepted with God.— 
wk  *©< You run, it may be, carneſtly; but you 


- 7 run out of the way : you ſtrive, but 20! lau- 
| 5 4 fully, and ſhall never receive the crown,— 
1 True goſpel-obedicuce, is the fruit of the 
wee forgiveneſs. Whatever vcu do 
e without it, is but a building without a 
„ foundation; a caſtle in the air. You maj 
<4 ſee the order of goſpel-obedience, EY) i. 
5 10 en. The foundation muſt be laid in 
grace; riches of grace by Chriſt, in the free 
\  ** pardon and forgiveneſs of fin. From hence | 
* muſt the works of obedience - proceed, it 
yon would have them to be of God's ap: 
"Sh pointment, or find acceptance with him $.” 
Hence it is evident, that as it is the g oſpel 
of reigning grace, under the agency of the 
divine Spirit, which produces true holineſs 11 1 
the heart, and furniſhes the chriſtian with ſuc! | 
$ of OWEN on the 730th Pain, p. 266, 267. 
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excellent and multiplied motives to abound in hl 
obedience; this glorious truth is abſolutely ß WW 
W ncccflary to reform the world. Neceſſar I 
oo be known, experimentally known, that we (hi! 
na pleaſe God, or anſwer any valuable pur- 1 IN| 
W pojcs in a holy converſation. For the goſpel 0M 
only can furniſhi us with fuch prir ciples and ah 
W motives to obedience, as will cauſe us to take WO | | 
delight in it. When we know the truth, as 
W it is in jeſus; then, and not till then, 0e ways * 
/ Wi/dom will be ways of plenſantness to us. 


bea faith will rh by love to God and our 
= Bc it, therefore, your concern, believer, to 
WD in view the many engaging inducements 
W © holineſs, with which the book of God a- 

W bounds and urges upon you. Always conſi- 
cd dcring it, as your indiſpenſable duty and pro- 
per buſineſs, to glorify God by an holy, 
bleavenly, uſeful converſation. Remember, you 
gere not your dum: you are b ought with a price : © 
our whole perſon is the Lord's. And as no- 
ding is a more powerful perſuaſive to holi- _ 
ness, than the conſideration of the love of 
Chriſt and the glory of God, manifeſted in . 
de atonement made on the croſs ; let that be 
de ſubject of your frequent meditation. For 

me croſs, and the work finiſhed upon it, ex- _ 
3 hibit the brighteſt view of the divine perfec 
ons. —— Endeavour, then, to obtain clearer 
Mews of Jehovah's, glory, and of your recon- 

| citation to him by Jeſus Chriſt ; and you will 
ave a greater abhorrence of all fin, and be 
| Bore abaſed in your own eyes, Contemplate 
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Vniteſted in the redemption of your foul {+ m 
che pit of deſtruction; the more will it con. 


WF glorify the Lord Redeemer 4. For as the 


12 and to wr | in the Wok eve J. 


% 7 | Of Grace as it reigns, Kc. 


the bitter ſulſerings Which Jeſus unde: wear, 
not only for your good, but in your ſtead ; 
and you will be pained at the heart on ac 
count of your paft tranfgreſſions and pre{:1; 
corruptions*. The more you are acquainted 
with that divine philanthropy, which was mu. 


ſtrain you, to love and adore, to live to and 


love of, God, diſplayed in the Mediator, pre, 
claimed in the goſpel, and experienced by {aith, 
is that which firſt fixes our affections on him; 
ſo the more we view it, the more will ou 
love be heightened, And as love to Gol is 4 
principal of univerſal obedience, conſequcuth 1 
the more it is heightened, the more will it 
fluence our minds and conduct in every reſock Y 
————- Thus grace, that very grace which 5 
provided and brings ſalvation ; is the male WA 
which zeaches ; is the motive which id, 
and the ſovereign, in the heart of a believe; 
that ſweetly conſtrains him to ny Rimict, 


. Zech. x. 10. 1a Cur. v. 14. 11. i. 11, 123 
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Concerning the rr ind + Ps Nx, 
of Holiness and good works... : 


VV 


AVING conſidered the nature 20 engt 
3 kcation ; the character and ſtate of thoſe 
3 happy ſouls who enjoy the blefling ; the way 
W in which they come to poſſeſs it; and the 
E many cogent motives, uſed by the Holy Spi- 
rt, to engage believers in the purſuit of holi- 
bc and the practice of virtue; I ſhall now pro- 
W cd to ſhew the necęſſity of holineſs, and the. 
WT various important purpores Which are anſwered. 
y the performance of good works. 4 
uc love of God being implanted in the 
bart of a ſinner in regneration, fits the ſoul; 
or ſpiritual communion with the great Obje& 
WT of al! religious worthip, in his ordinances and 
ich his people in the church below; and for 
a bigher and more perfect communion with 
Him and bis ſaints in the world of glory. In 
dis fchlowſhip with the Father and with his 
on ſeſus Chriſt, with which believers are in- 
aulged in the preſent ſtate; and in that more 
Noble and intimate fellowſhip with God, en- 
1 poyed by the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect a- 
ore, true happineſs conſiſts, both in time and 
4 eternity, But the unregenierate heart, 
7 the unſandlified ſoul, is. abſolutely incapable of 
ach refined delights... They. can neither be 
_ Feed nor r relilned by it. While a man con- 
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tinues in his natural ſtate, at enmiry with God! 
and in love with fin ; the neither has, nor can 
have any real pleaſure in approaching his Maler 
in any way. Too cannot walk together | xeept | 
they be agreed. Hence it is that our Lord lays; 
Except a man be born again, he CANNOT op 
thekingdom of God. Wich whom the Polli 
agrees, when he ſo confideutly affirms; IIb 
out holiness no man fhall see the Lord 
That holineſs which the ſeripture ſo expreſs. 
ly requires in order to the enjoyment of (304 
is poſſeſſed by every one that is born from 3. 
bove, and in a jul {tified ſtate... For Every ſub- 
ject of regenerating grace, loves God. The 
hong of God being a principle of holincts, and 
the ſource of all acceptable obedience ; ont 
can enjoy it and not be poſſeſſed of - holines; 
real holineſs, in ſome degree. | Yea, we un! 
venture to affert, that whoever» loves the it- 
fmitely Amiable, is poſſeſſed of all that tolines 
in the principle, that ſhall at any time low, 
and adorn his future converſation, or ſhine in 
him co all eternity. Such an one, therctore, 
mult not only have a. iitle to heaven, bur: allo a 
meecineſs for it. 
Some profeſſors, who. eſpouſe the notion of 
fnleſs perfection, and look upon rhemſclvesa: 
uncommon friends to the intereſts of font, 
talk, indeed, of perſons being in a regeucrate WP! 
and juſtified {tare, while they are yet untancli. 
Fed. Conſequentiy, quite incapable 0! F having 
wy Communion wah Aon: in his ordinances % 
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73 


ere; entirely unfit for the ſublime enjoy- 


ents of the heavenly world hereafter ; and, 


therefore, if they leave the preſent ſtate in fuck 
a ſituation, everlaſting miſery muſt be their 


portion.———But, as tlie doctrine of ſinleſs 


perfection in this life, is a bold contradiction to 


the teſtimony of God, and oppoſite to all chriſ- 
tian experience; ſo this imagination is equally 
falſe and uncomfortable, For, either they 
mcan the fame things by the terms, regenerate 
and juſtified, which the ſcripture does, or they 
ao not. If not, what they ſay is nothing at 
Wi! to the purpoſe ; and, therefore, unworthy 
eka moment's regard, whatever may be their 
Wrocaning. But if, by theſe expreſſions, they 
iend the game things which the Holy Spirit 
ocs, in the volume of infallibility; then it 
evident, from the tenour of divine revela- 
on, that they labour under a great miſtake... 
For what is intended by the juſtification of a 
Winner, but a declaration of the eternal Judge, 
Wpronouncing a perſon righteous according to 
w, and freed from every charge? What is 
uplicd in the regeneration of a ſinner, but a 
ommunication of ſpiritual life, and the re- 
Noration of the image of God in man? Now 
i poſſible that a perſon ſhould be regene- 
Die and juſtified; that he ſhould ſtand clear 
the eye of the law, and be viewed by Om- 
Wlcience as poſſeſſed of ſpiritual life, and 
bearing his Maker's image; while he is yet 
Palanctiſted and has no meetneſs for glory? 
here is no ſuch flaw in the bleſſing of juſti- 
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| Seaton, nor any ſuch imperfection in the ſtate 
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of a regenerate perſon ; as to leave him at ſuch 


a diſtance from the enjoyment of the crern:! 
*.. mheritance,, We are not, in order of he, 
firſt renewed by the Spirit of truth and jultifi 
ed by an imputed rightcouſneſs, in virtue of 
which we are entitled to glory; while yer 


we remain entirely deſtitute of holineſs, or a 


capacity of enjoying cternal bliſs, for which 
wie muſt labour and ſtrive in hopes to attain it 
at ſome future period. For, being tree from 
the curſe of the law and entitled to all biet. 
fedneſs; we are the members of Chriſt; an 
a ne ſtate, and live a new life 
fed, both of à right to glory and a meet nent 


Pos offe [. 


for | it, at the fame cime, tough not by the 


flame means. 


As holineſs of Heart is Able inge neceſſarx 


to communion with God and the enjoyment 
ot him; fo holineſs of conduct, or an nie: 
nal conformity to the divine revealed wil |, 
is highly uſeful, and anſwers various valuable 
purpoſes in the chriſtian life; the principlc of 
which I would now conſider.— By obedience 
to the commands of: God, we evidence ts 


Vncerity of our holy profeſſion, By chis ou: 


faith is declared genuine in the fight of men; 
Who have no other way to conclude that it is. 
unfeigned, but by our works: and WHOcver 
pretends to believe in Jeſus, und does dot 


walk in good works; his faith is wortbic|, 


10 barren, dead. By a good convcrſation, 
in which our light. ſhines before men; 


edify our brethren, lence oppoſers, and pre- 


8 amen i. 18. Erb- Us 10. 
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ſerve the goſpel from thoſs reproacher, which 
would otherwite be caſt upon it, as a licen- 
tious doftrine *.-—An exemplary. conduct, in 
a chriſtian profeſſor, has often been owned of 
God and made Happily uſeful, in convincing 
the ignorant and removing their prejudices 
againſt the truth; ſo as to make them im- 
partial enquirers after it, and, frequently, of 
-<winning them over to an approbation of it þ. 
— By walking in the paths of duty, we alſo 
expreſs our gratitude to God for his benefits, 
and glorify his holy name; which 1 is the great 
end of all obedience f. | 
Once more: The works of faith and la- 
bours of love which believers perform, c 
be remembered by Jeſus the judge, at the laſt 
and great day of accounts. Thoſe eſpecial- 


ly, which are done to the poor, deſpiſed mem. 


bers of Chriſt, and for his ſake3S. Theſe 
will be mentioned; at that awful time, as 
fruits and evidences of .their union with Chrift 
and love to him. Then they will diſtinguiſh 
the real chriſtian from the open proſligate and 
mere formaliſt; from all who were punctual 
in the performance of a found of duties, 
which coſt them nothing; which raiſed their 
religious character among men, and expoſed 
them to no ſhame or ſuffering ; but exceed- 
ingly backward, to;part with their unrighteous 
Mammon for the ſupport of the cauſe of God, 
** to aſſiſt the poor and the Petfecuted: mem. 


Pet. ii. 15. and iii. IG, x Cor, Vi. 3. 
8 4 1 Pet. ii. 12. and 1 Lit. As: 
"+ John xv, 8. 


I Matt. x. 3446. 
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bers of Chriſt.— These are the principa! of 
_ thoſe ne eceffary uſes *, for which good works 
are to be maintained. 
It is, notwithſtanding, carefully to be ob. 
AN That neither our external obedience, 
nor inherent holineſs, conſtitute any part of 
that righteouſneſs by which we are Jultified, 
Neither the one nor the other is the cas, or 
condition, of our acceptance with God. For, 
as before obſerved, that righteouſne!; by 
which we are juſtified, muſt be abſohuc, 
perfect. But our perſonal obedience is pre. 
ly defective, even in the beſt of men and n 
_ their moſt advanced ſtate, While in the pre. 
ſent life. So that if God were to enter into 
judgement with us, on the foot of our own 
holineſs or duties, we could none of us ſtand 
inthe awful trial, Our holieſt tempers would 
be found far ſhort of that perfection which 
the law requires; and our beſt duties could 
not anſwer for themſelves, much leſs atone 


for our paſt tranſgreſſions. All our rig 1 
neſser are as filthy rags; and we have ncei! of WW : 
an bigh-prieff zo bear the iniquity of cur bv; Wl { 
things. For, who among morrais dare lay 'v Wil , 
the omniſcient God?“ Search and try s 
or the other uy, performed by me; thou WY | 
& ſhalt not, on the ſtricteſt examination, find n 
e any defidement cleaving. to. it, nor any finful 2 
defect attending it ? Who dare add ; „ th, 
< am willing to riſque my ſouls cterne il fl. FA 
vation on its abſolute perfection, after uch nn. 
« an exact ſcrutiny made? The bold 4 ino 


beart muſt tremble at ſuch a thought ; 
© Tit, ni. 14. | 


5 / Holineſs and good Works, | "JF 


dare the moſt upright make the ſolemn ap- 
peal, or venture his immortal at. on ſuch A 
foundation. | 
Hence the great d of the Gentiles, 


who was a moſt eminent faint, notwithſtand- 


ing all his extraordinary gifts, his uſeful la- 
bours, exemplary conduct, and painful ſuffer- 
ings, for the cauſe of truth and the honour 
of his divine Maſter ; utterly diſclaimed all 
pretenſions to per fonal worthineſs. And, 


when taking a proſpect of the awful tribunal, 5 


arneſtly deſired to. be fo ound im Chriſt ; not 


having his own righteouſneſs, which was of 


the law ; conſiſting in his own holineſs and 


| ciohteous. deeds ; "bat that which is through 
WY {4 faith of Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs of 
God by faith*. This obedience, and this 
l only, can ſupport our hope and comfort our 
i Wa when we think of ſtanding before Him 


ho a conſuming fire. It is that righteouſ- 


e nels only,- which was Wrought out before we 
ſe had a being, which is the ground of a full 
„charge before our final Judge; and, being 
b, it is the fource of all our comfort and all --: 


0! Wl | ippear before my Maker? the anſwer is, In 
nd the N of Chriſt, which is perfect N 
l cli and entirely free Tar the guilty. But if 
9 he c ee be, How ſhall! expreſs my thank. 


name then the anſwer - evidently is, By liv- 
ing in a conformity to his revealed wil 3 and 


„ a 
| 9 Philip, i ui. 9. 
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| our joy, as to that grand affair——If any per- 
lon, therefore, ſolicitou ly enquire, How ſhall 


funek, to God for his benefits and glorify his 
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by devoting yourſelf, all that you are, and 111 
that you have, to his honour and ſervice — 
Thus proviſion is made, in the QCconomy of 
grace, tor the believer's peace and joy, by 
aa direct view of the finiſhed work of Chrit; 
and for the exerciſe of every virtue, the 15 
formance of every duty, Whether religious 

moral, and all for the nobleſt end, even the 


8 glory of the bleſſed God. 


Hence it is mavifelt;- that though our 
bod works are of no conſideration at all, 
in the article of juſtification, or in obtaining 
_ a title to life; yer they are high! y necctſary 

on many other accounts; and it is an aft 
of the laſt importance, to be rightly ac- 
quainted with the proper uſes of good works 
and obedience, Otherwiſe, we ſhall eri. 
tably run into one of thoſe oppoſite 1 Grd 
extremes, Arminian tegall ity, or Antinomian 
licentiouſneſs. The former, will wound our 
peace, infringe on the honours of grace, and 
exalt ſelf. The latter, will turn the grace of 
God into wantonneſs, ſear the conſcience, 

and render us worſe than infidels avowed. 
We ſhould, therefore, be exceedingly careful 
rightly to diſtinguiſh, between the foundatin 
ol our acceptance with God, and that 

Rtrudare of practical godlincks which mult te 
_ raiſed upon . 

Let us once more bear the judicion: Dr 
Oden. Speaking to this point he af 
"Our foundation in dealing with God, 

1 Chriſt alone ; mere grace and. pardon i in 
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him. Our building ; is in and by holineſs _ 
and obedience, as the fruits of that faith 
by which we have received the atone- 
„ ment. And great miſtakes there are in 
e this matter, which bring great entangle- 
« ments on the fouls of men. Some are "all 
« their days laying of the Joundation, and 
are never able to build upon it to any com- 
« fort to themſelv ves, or uſefulneis to others. 
« And the reaſon is, becauſe they will be 
„ mixing. with the foundation, ſtones chat are 
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1 
| * fit only for the following braids: ag. They | 
& will be bringing their obedience, duties, | 
: % Maortification- of. ſen, and the like, unto the 16 
N « foundation. Theſe are precious ſtones to „ 
> „ build with, but unmeet to be firit laid to i" 


{© bear upon them the whole weight of the 
„ building. The foundation is to be laid, 
e 25". WAS "aid, i in mere grace, mercy, pardon 
« in the blood of Chriſt. This the ſoul is to 
. "coy; of, and to reſt in, merely as it is 
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id 9 9 race; without the e e e of any 
of 1 thing in itſelf, but that it is finful and ob- 
*, «noxious unto ruin. Lhis it finds a dif- 9 
-d 5 heulty in, and would gladly have ſome- ll. 
ful ching of its own to mix with it: it cannot _ 1 
jan + tell how to fix "theſe foundation-ſtones, 9 
os without ſome cement of its own endea- ## 
be vours and duty. And becauſe theſe things ö 
„will not mix, they ſpend a fruitleſs labour 
Dr * about it all their days.—But if the founda- 
13; © fon be of grace, it is not at all of works. ; 
„ „ © for otherwiſe grace is no more grace. If 
| * any. thing of our own be mixed with grace 
il 4 a 2 oh 
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4 in this matter, it utterly deftroys the na 
* ture of grace, which if it be not alone, it is 
not at all. 
Hut doth not this tend to ibentiouſuct, 
>." Doth not this renger obedience, holinel:, 
duties, mortification of fin, and good works 
„ needleſs ? God forbid | Yea, this is the % 
| way to order them aright unto the glory o! 
od. Have we nothing to do but to Jay 
WS 66 the foundation ? Yes, all our days we are to | 
„ build upon it, when it is ſurely and firmly. 
<< laid. And theſe are the means and ways 
of our edification. This, then, is the foul | 
e to do, who would come togpeace and ſettile- 
„ ment. Let it let go all er endeavours, 
ib it have been engaged in any of that kind, 
And let it alone receive, admit of, and ad. 
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1. <& here to mere grace, mercy, and en 
l I «© with a full ſenſe that in itſelf it hath nothing 
Mt for which it ſhould have an intereſt in then; 
h fe 
| 


— 


— — 


but thar all is of mere grace through jeſus 
FRE Chriſt.— Other foundation can no man lo! 


— — 


1 6e Depart not hence until this work be we el 
| | 18 © over. Surceaſe not an carneſt endeavour Wil 
I with your own hearts, to acquieſce in ie 
1518 * righteouſneſs' of God, and to bring you! | 
„ 4 ſouls into comfortable. erſuaſion Sc God 
4.118 for Chriſt's fake, bath freely forgiven youu Will * 
1 „ all your fins. Stir not hence until this be ö 
VE = effected. If yon have been engaged in any 
mw <© other way; ; that is, to ſeek for the pardon f 
. of fin by ſome endeavours of your ow! ; | | 


is not unlikely but that you are killed | with 
e 006 fruit of your own | doings : 1 that is, ia! 


00 Re erarn, then, again hither. 
„ foundation-work to a. blefſed iflue in the 
and when that is done, 


; of Holineſs and good Works. 


66 you go on with all kinds of uncertainties, 


„ and without any kind of conſtant peace. 


« blood of Chriſt ; 
60 up and be doing *. 


*. 95. 


Ic is greatly to be feared, that the diſtine- 
tion, ſo judiciouſly pointed out in the prece- 
known, or conſt- 
dered, even by many who arc carneſtly con- 
Aud it is un- 
deniably plain, that there are great numbers 
who as they 


ding quotation, is but little 
ecrned ) in a religious profeſſion. 


that call themſelves christiaus, 
cnow nothing in reality concerning Chriſt; 


| lo, in their conduct. they are more like in- 
carnate devils than real | /oints,—N or are there 


a few, that perform a round of duties. very 


exactly, and haye an high opinion of their re- 
ligions profeſſion ; who notwithſtanding. are 


far from poſſeſſing that holineſs, and perform- 


ag thoſe good works, which are eſſential to 
View them in their 


the chriſtian character. 
reſpectiye places of worſhip, and in the per- 
formance of devotional duties; you ſee them 
aſſume à ſerious air, as though they were 
greatly concerned about their everlaſting wel- 
fare. Sce them in cheir families and in the 


common concerns of life, there they are full 
of! levity 3, unſavoury and looſe in their con- 
Some of theſe pretenders to re- 


verſation. 
ligion, will alſo attend that ſeminary of vice 


and profaneneſs, the playbauſe, and other a- 
nuſements of this licentious age, as tar a8 


N F 


A a 3 
* Dr Owen on the xzoth Hialm, p. 397; 308. 
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their ee in life will permit. You 

may ſee them vain and extravagant in dreſs and 
ſhow, while their poor chriſtian neighbours of 

the ſame religious community, with all thc; 
induſtry, are hardly able to acquire een 
cloathing. Ndr need we wonder if theſe ſong 
of carnal pleaſure put them off, with a Be 
ye warmed.” — They will be Faviſh enough 
at their own tables, while the poor among the 
people of God are ready to famiſh by thr 
fide; and, ſuch is their love to Chriſt and his 
members, they will think it an inſtance of 

great condeſcenſion if they vouchſafe ro vi” 

them and ſay, Be ye filled.” 

Or, if theſe pretenders to piety be nat urally 
of a more grave and ſerious diſpoſition, view 
them in their trade and buſineſs ; there you 
will find them covetous, griping, and oppreſ- 

five; making it their chief aim to lay up for. 
runes for their dependants, and to raiſc their 
families in the world. Theſe, like their forc- 
fathers, for a pretence make long prayers ; cvei 

_ when, by uſury, extortion and oppreſlion, 

they grind the faces of the poor and devour aui 
doꝛui . They lay up that in their cofſers, 
which © right belongs to the needy wo li | 
bour under them; the ruft of which {hall be 
a ſwift witneſs againſt them another gay, and 
hall eat their fleſh, as it were fire*. 1s not 

the goſpel diſhonoured, is not the church 


plagued, by ſuch profeſſors, ſuch ſanctimon Wi © 
_ ous wretches as theſe Such perſons, wi Wl ® 
ther more light 1 in New n and com U 
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duct, or more grave in their temper and be- 
haviour, are alike the children of the devit. | 
ind the flaves of fin; are on a level, in the 
fight of God, with the moſt profane. As ro 
the covetous, thoſe votarics of Mammon, 
whatever difſike they may have to their aflo- 4 
 ciates, they ſtand ranked in the book of God 
with no other company, than ex/ortioners and 
_ thieves, arunkards, and adulterers, Yea, they 
are branded with the moſt dereſtable charac- 
ter; for they are called, ido/aters. 
The fin of covetouſneſ? , 1: fear; n 
miſunderſtood and muck overlooked, by ma- 
yy profeſſors. Were it not, the remark: 
bold not be fo often made; „Such a lebe DE 
88 good chriftian, but a covetous inan: 
Whereas it might with as much propriety be 
faid ; Such a woman is a wiriuous lady, but 
1 an infamous proſtiture.“ For the latter is 
not more contrary to found tenſe, than the 
Verner is to the poſitive declarations af God, 
recorded in the ſcripture.— When we hear 
people in common, talk about covetouſneſs, 
we are tempted to look upon it as a merely 


las volume of heaven, we find it pronounced ido- 
be latry, and deemed a capital crime; while Je- 
n& hovah denounces damnation e the wrerch 
not that is guilty of it*.. 
rc In what, then, does this Agel 1 : 


conſiſt? J anſwer, Cove tous ness, in the language. 
of inſpiration, is the deſire of having more, 
ae deln Sw in or ieee 0h. 


I x Got: vi % 10 if brd. *. | Col. Wi, 8. Pha ** PE 


trifling fault. But, when we turn over the 
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wealth >. N therefore, i 501700. 
ly. deſirous of riches, is, in the eſtimate of 
TA heaven, a COVeFOUS.. man; whatever his | ſtaric u 
in life, or profeſſion of religion may „ - the 
llanguage of the covetous heart is that of the 
"horſe leech's \daugh ters, Give, give, The co. 
vetous man is always &firons of more, w. 
ther be has little or much: and, if a profeior, 
he will always find ſome pretext, to. hide th 
iniquity of his idolatrous heart. But, 
ever ſuch a profeſſor may cover his crime un. 
der plauſible pretenices of any Kind; or hoy 
ever ſafe he may imagine himſelf, as . u. 
member of a vißible church, and frec. from 
Her cenſure; the time is coming when the 
mak thall be ſtripped off, and then it ſhall be 
fully known where his affectious have bech, 
and what God he has terved. Then it ſhall 
plainly. appear, whether JaHovan, or Nan . 
mon, {wayed.. bis. affections and ruled in his 
heart. —Perllaps, there are few: fins for x 
racice of which, ſo many excufes, are. made 
and plauſble pretences urged, as that of c. 
 wvelousness, or a love of the world: conſequer t- 
ly, there are few ſins againſt, which proteilors 
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/ | have greater occaſion to watch. Ir, Was not, | 
| ; therefore, without the greateſt reaſon, t chat | 
1 gur Lord gave that ſolemn caution. to lis 

| followers ; : Take heed, and 8 of COVE : 

1 Winne i 12115 a 
| ; 
„ run Ai. 16. —-Vone will Kone from what 1 e 
'F 


have juit alerted, that I mean to encourage ies Of 
extravagance. No: far by. it J. och, Wa „ in 


TH 
Ft 


— whe 
—— zz N 


66 


| of Helineſs and goed Works. 285 


We may, therefore, conclude, that though 


the abſolute freeneſs of Chriſt, as exhibited in 


dolence, pride, or prodigality, waſte their ſubſtance. 

and fail in the world, can hardly be too ſeverely 'cen+ 
ſured, They not only impoveriſh themſelves, but in- 
jure their neighbours ; anc 
of ſociety and public robbers, | | f 
The reader, 1 preſume, will not he diſpleaſed, if 1 
preſent him with a quotation on this ſntject, from my 
worthy and honoured Friend, Mr Henry Yenn,—* It is 
© remarkable,” retoulne! 
© againſt which we are fo eargellly warned in God's 


and are no other, than the pe/ſſs 


fays he, 


that the covetouineſs. 


word, is not of the scandalons kind; bur ſuch as may 


'« govern the heart of a man, who is eſtecmed ver. 


virtuous and excellent by the world. In the tent 
Plalm the covetous, whom the Lord is there ſaid to 
abbor, are the very perſons of whom the wicked 


* ſpeak well: which could never be the cafe, did their 
6 


love of money make them either villainous in their 
practice, or miſerably penurious in their temper; 
for men of this ſtamp none commend.— The fame 
thing 1s obſervable in that ſolemn caution given by 
our Redeemer ; Tale heed, and beware of covelouss 
ness. 
than a rovted perſuaſion that the comfort of life con- 
lifts in abundance, and defiring, from ſuch a perſua- 
hon, to be rich 5 this was the covetouſneſs our Lord 
condemus. And, that his admonition might fink 
the deeper, He repreſcnts the workings of that 
ararice Which he condermins, in a caſe which paſſes 
every day before our eyes. It is this: A man 
grows rich in his bufinefs, not through fraud or ex 
tert ion, but'by the bleffing of God upon bis labour 
and fill, As is ufual, he is highly delighted with 
his ſucceſs ; he exults in the proſpect of being ma- 
ler, in a few years, of an independent fortune! 


* In the mean time, he is determined to be frugal 
+ and diligent, till he takes his final leave of bufi- 
oN 


neſs, to enjoy all. the ſweets of caſe and ſplendor, 


Lebe kü 19.Now, where are the people, govern» . 


Up 


By which it is evident He meant no more, 
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„ defilement and ruin, are declared to be the 6 (oi 
N canſequences. For they thut -will (the orig ins! fi, gal 


* 


wanted with gontinenceg Jet x We are bound 


„ man nature, who ſee any thing the. lealt to blame i; 


“ in the midit of all his golden hopes, to appe ar 


© ker. Lo! this is the man whom our Lord n 
as a Miſerable wreteh for all others 10 take wer: 


e neſs ; and. is not rich lowards, God ; rich i 1 feith, 
4. hope and holiness, Lucke xil. 21. 2 


„ the deſire of Wealth as a criminal eſſect of av 


% guill never leave the nor for . Fe Heb. xIli 5. 


Pe. of 10,1 it ſhould be aid, Do. you mean en 0 At 


% only the defire of riches and the paſſian for them, 4 


the 1 to the worſt of ſinners, muſt he 


«od by the common maxims. and. pineiptes, of hu. 


« this man's ſentimeat or con. : Who do not aps 
« plaud and imitate it themſclves ? ? Yet this very man 
& our Lord fets before our eyes, as the picture 1, 
a engtoſſed by a covetous delice of the things es 
« world, This very man he repreſents as * mon 5 


0 moſt guilty criminal at the bar of his deſpiſed Ma. 


« by and reſiſt covetonſnels. Ss, ſuch a fool and io 
inner as this, ig be that layeth up. treafure f. Ain 
0 41 that is, every earthly minded wan, who - 

„ after Wealth, as if it was the foundption of hapo 


. Paul. in perfect harmony with his Lord, enn 


Let your. converſation te without: eu eee ne, and be 
% content evith' ſuch things as ye: Habe; for the hath fad, 


% And where, inltead of this ſelf denied Kemper, a te. 
« fire of 1ncrealing in wealih | is cheriſhed, there [ares 


44 fies the Lmple dehire) be rich, fall inta' temp: tation and 
% ſnarc, and into many fooliſh and burtful bi 4 20 lich 
et drown men in defir ien and perditian. Hor. bur 
4% of money is the root of all evil abfbichh while fh bane 
„ coveted after, they huue erred from the fab. 1 62 
ſbemſelves through with many farrows,. 1 Tin. vi. gg 


« firm, that it is wrong for any manu to ariſe to a tate 
(68 of great, wealth? The (crio! ure, 1 anſwer, £ con: temas 


4 detiling and fintub I here fore, if whilit Four Whole 
10 heart 1 1s > given | to Go dy be is Mette 0 ber per 1 


7 Eber and. 48% W ber, 5 287 


10 1 Wich equal ce that 1 who 
retends to faith in Jeſus, and docs not habi- 
really live under the benign influence of the 
love of God; and the love of his brother, for 
the iruth* 5 gal, that he who does not mani- 
felt this heavenly affection, by a ſuitable con- 
Juct, has no right to call himſelf ee 
nor. xr ought to be acnowledged as ſuch. 


44 every” 40 in a ah to n vou an | abvadant 
« inereaſe; then your wealth is evideatly as much the 

gift of God, as if it came to you by legacy or inhe- 
«© ritance,” It'll God' s own act and deęd to call you 
4% vp, a was content to fit down in a low place, to 
© an higher point of views and to intrult you with 

„% more talents to improve them for his glory. Now 
«© the difference between poſſeſling wealth, thus put 
„into your hanès, and ring to grow rich, is as great 5 
« xz that between à worth Heſs, ambitious intruder into 
« a place of henour, ſecking nothing but his own baſe 
« intereſt; and a. man ſought Gut for his worth, and 
„ inveſted with the lame office, for the public good. 
(i A; «> rhoſe who can ſee no material, no necessary 
4 0 LinQion in the two caſes, are alt eady blinded by 
« the love of money. de Duty 7 We P 3895 
39% 391, 898. 2d Edit. | 
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CHAP. X. 


Of Bowrh, as it reigns in the ee 


of the Saints to eternal Glory. 


"ROM the prong: chapters} it app: ars, 


that the ſtate of believers, whether co. 


lidered as relative or real, in their juſtification, 


adoption, and fanQification, is highly exaltcd 


and that the privileges attending it, are of 
incomparable excellence and infinite worth, 
In each of theſe particulars it has alſo been 
proved, that grace reigns; that the excel) 
riches of grace are manifeſted. EE 
The believer, notwithſtanding, who knows 

_ himſelf, will be ready to enquire, with 
greateſt ſolicitude; „ How ſhall I pere 11 


5 this happy {tate ? by what means ſha!! ! at- 


e tain the defired end? What proviſion hz 
£6 


the Lord made, that I may nor, aft: al 


6 come ſhort of the expected bliſs ? Grace, | 
T 


* things for me: to reigning grace 1 ow 


+ myſelf unſpeakably obliged. But if erace, 


as a ſovereign, does not {till exert 1 
CL 


power, I not only pofibly may, but certoin'y 
% ſhall, finally miſcarry. Thus will every 
chriſtian conclude, , when he conſiders the 


number and power, the malice and ſibility, 
of his ſpiritual enemies, compared with his 


own mherent ſtrength to refiſt them. 
the world, the fleth and the devil, are com. 


thankfully acknowledge, has done great 


— 


hined againſt. him. "Thete,. i in chat Gn 
ways, Afault bis peace and ſeek his ruin. 
Theſe attempt, in various forms, to cauſe him 
10 wallow in the mire of ſenſuality, as the fil- 


thieſt brute; or puff him up with pridez-as 


| Lucifer. By inſinuating wiles, or open at- 
racks 3; with the craft of a ſerpent, or the rage 

ok a lion, they endeavour to compals his ruin: 
and, alas, how Ttmall his ſtrength, as conſi- 


ders in himſelf, to reſiſt and overcome! The 


corruption of nature, even in the regenerate, 

renders the believer's defires after that whie 
is good, too often exceeding languid, and e- 

nervates all his moral powers. His frames 


arc fickle and uncertain to the Jaſt degree; 


This humbling truth is cxemplifieq, ine 


| not deny 1 be 147 0 alas! in a very little 


in our Prretverance e 259 a 


3 


nor can he, with IETF, pe the leaſt con- bY 
| dence in them. | 


very remarkable manner, in the caſe ot Peter. 1 
1 e faid with confidence, Though all men be of= | 

| f:nded becanſe of Thee, yet will I never be . 
Jen ded—Though ] ound die with Thee, yet will - 


While his frame wg mind is altered. His cou- 


tage fails. His pious reſolutions and ſteadieſt 


as 'Troſts, "hate their enfcebled heads. 80 


that, notwithſtanding His boaſted fidelity, he 


cannot w atch with Chriſt ſo much as one Heur, 
10199 there be the greateſt neceſſity for it. 


Hals bronght to the arial, and, like Samſon, 
bis locks afe ſhoto'; His preſumed ſtrength is 
gone. He trembles zi the voice of a filly 
mud; and, ſhocking to think! denies his 


Lord with dreadful oaths*and horrid i n 


Bd. 
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tions. 
thoſe, who are to fight againſt the word. 
the fleſh, and the devil. Such are the beſt of 


— faints, corifideted i in themſelves... 


60 5 2 1 0 0 Grace a, it reigns 


a are the ens ities of 


And, can theſe unſtable and impotent crea- 


tures, ever expect to perſevere and attain c. 
ternal life? Can they, who know not Wy to 
truſt their own hearts for a moment“; wh! 
ſtrength, in a comparitive view, 5 mere 
weakneſs; who arc ſurrounded continua!) 
with the moſt crafty, powerful, and unwearicd 
_ adverſaries ; rationally expect a 3 vie- 
tory and an everlaſting crown? Yes; theſc 
very perſons can do all things through Chri/ 


Strengthening them. God can enable even 2 
worm to threſh the mountains, They ſhall nat 


only come off victorious, but be more than 
cang uerors over all their eneniies.———Nor can 
dis appear ſtrange, or in the leaſt incredible, 
When it is conſidered, that Grace, omnipoteut 
GAR roigns—That the /ove, the power, the 
 wisdom, the promises, the covenant, and fall 
fulness of God—that all the divine Peron in 
the eternal Trinity, and every perfection iu the | 
Godhead, are concerned in their nila 
aud engaged to maintain it. 


Ihe love of God i is engaged for their evct- 


laſting ſecurity. Having choſen and appoint- 
ccd them to life and happineſs, as à priwary 
fruit of his eternal favour; his love mull a. 


bate, or his purpoſe be rendered void, lt 


. 15 they can ſinally fall. But, if the Lord oll. 
„ purpaced, who hall din #2 if by 


- | Prov. ARvViii, 26. ; 5 


ler. K vii. 9. 


OW pn * — 
ers 
4 "_ 97 V:33& 
: (87% 
\ N $i 
With Tg : 
| * N 
i 


in our Pereqverance. „ 2 


ͤ— 


Bend be Rretched out, to execute his REN, 
vho ſhall turn it back, before he has accom- 
pied the, end he determined: As He 
35 g ſhall it come to pass; and as He | 
. pur posed, $9 shall it tank. Nor {hall his love \ "mb 
to their perſons ever abate. For He rests, He * M8 
takes the higheſt complacency, inthe exerciſe 
8 his love, and in all its favoured objects. "mn 
Vea, his delight in his people i is ſuch, chat He 
refoices over them with finging, and. rakes SM 
vine pleaſure in doing them good f. His love” 
is unchangeable as himſelf, aud unalterably - 
fixed upon them. Conſequently, though the 
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ö manifeſtations of it may vary, yer, While in- 
: finite wiſdom is capable of directing, and al- 
L mighty power of executing, his gracious pur- 
i poſes towards them, they ſhall never periſh. 

: AN to Which, we hear the apoſtle ex- 
= ulling 1 in the views os God's immutable love; 


. Affirming; that nothing in the height: above, ö 
| ror any thing in the depths beneath ; no- 


I thing preſent, nor any thing future, thould be 
i able to ſeparate him from i: 


I be power of God is alſo engaged, on = 1 \ 1188 
F bchalf of all thoſe who are begotten again % | 
hue! bope. They: are hept by it, 3s a2 gar- AM 


2.11" 

. he, through faith to ſalvation 5. His power Hl 1 
1 furrounds them, as a wall of fire, to be theiit 
1 protetion and the deſtruction of their adver- — | Jjl8 
4 faries . Omnipotence itſelf is their ſhield, - JM 
. it keeps chew night and may een * __ 
itt b 2 e 
32 FT 15 xiv, 24, 2. ay Leph. iii 17. Jer. il 4% „„ 1 1 
* W vii. 38, 39˙ $ 1 Pet. i. 2, © 2 4+ 5 ER 
Lech. ii: 3. f Ha. a vü. 3. i 
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q out of Satan's hand. were finally to fall into. 


informs us, that, in the ceconomy . of redemp- 
5 diſplayed. Im it divine wiſdom is greatly di- 
verſiſied. Jehovah abounds in all wwisdon and 


and in chooſing fuirable means to actain th. 


1 5 able, how could this appear? 


hold on their way, and grow. Hronger 11 
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0 omnipotence is rheir guard; o omniſcience i; 
their guide; rhe honour of divine wwi5don be- 
ing concerned in their prefervation, For if a. 
regenerate ſoul, one that has been reſcued 


huis ſnare and periſh for ever; 3 would argue, 
if not a want of power in God to maintain che 
conqueſt, yet a change of reſolution; and { 
Would bring no honour to the wwisdom of his 
- firſt deſign. It is no reputation to the wil. 
dom of an artificer to ſuffer a work, in which 
he determined to manifeſt exquiſite {kill for 
ages to come, and upon which his affections 
were placed; to be daſhed to pieces before 
his eyes, by an inveterate enemy, when he 
had power to prevent it. Now the fcripture: 


tion, the wiſdom of God is peculiarly con- 
cerned, and in the moſt wonderful manner 
) prudence, m forming. the ſtupendons pa 


wonderful end. Bur if any of the choſen, fe- 
deemed and called, were to be finally miſe 


IT The promises of God, hots exceeding great 
aud precious promises, Which are made to his 
people, afford them ſtrong conſolation 2. 
ſpecting this matter. He has declared, bat 
he will confirm them to the end, and press 
them to his kingdom. 'Ehat the ige foall 


He, that Wor” 77 11 never . fran 
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in our Perſeverance. 29% 


in his hand; and in the hand of Chriſt, they 
ſhall never be plucked thence ;z and, ont 
quently, ſball never periſh. Yes, the bleſſed 
God' has repearedly and ſolemnly declared, 
that He will newer, no never leave thane 
nor forgale them. And the reaſon is, not 
hecauſe they are worthy, or any way better 
than others; bur for the glory of his own 
eternal name, and becauſe he has choſen 
them to be his peculiar people. No, the Lord 
will not ſorſale his people, for his great name's 
late; becauxe it hath pleased the Lord to make © 
them his people * — Theſe promiſes, with ma- 
iy more to the lame purpoſe, are yea and 
amen; are made, and unalterably confirmed, 
in Christ Jesus. Divine faithfulgeſs is pledged 
| in them, and infinite. power is engaged to per- 
form them. Theſe promiſes—let the chriſtian. 
_ exvlt-in the cheering thought !—theſe pro- | 
ines were made by Him that cannot lie; 
10 Which he has annexed, amazing to think! 
his moſt ſolemn oath. . With this profeſſed- 
_ deſign, that every ſinner, who flees for re-. 
x fuge ts lay hold on the. hope. set before him, 
might bave streng contolatiun. Now, the pro- 
mie and.oath of God, being two immutable 
things, maſt aſcertain, the deeves” s ma 
dappineſs. bh 
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| BY - thus: They ball be my people, and 1 will 


I or the good of them and of their children a 2 
ben. And I will make an everlasting cov. 
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Vith heavenly promiſes, replete with ſpiritual 


| 4 lem to do them good; but I will put my fror 
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mee people of Iſrael at Sinai; which, being 


n IIW 
22. — 
—— $I 


80 the. tan truth. Tir covens: t. 
which is ordered in all things ; which is (tore 


dleſſings, and abſolutely swre ; that covenant, | 
of peace which ſhall never be removed, runs 


bee their God. And I will'give them one hear; 
* and one way, that they may fear me for ever, 


nant with them, that I will not turn away fro 


in their hearts, that they fball not Lt 
from. me *. Here the ſtabiliry of the new 
' covenant is aſſerted in the ſtrongeſt crm. 
And concerning it we may obſerve ; hu 
it is of a kind entirely different from thu: 
which was made with our. great progenitor | 
Adam; the condition of which was p:rfed- 
_ obedience; and the promiſe of life was {a- 
NVö fpended on that condition. It is allo very 
different from that which was made with. 


broken by them, was. abr6gated by che Lon 
. The language of this is festaflenta. 
40 Ir conſiſts: of abſolute promiſes, requires 


is perpetual. Here that ſovereign Being who. 
cannot lie, declares in the ſtronge't | mas- 

ner, that they who are included in this co- 
venant ball noi depart from bim, and that ht 
will never cease to do them goad. ee urity } 
145 r thay Jus, 1 is not to de conceivcc dor 
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can be -had.—Irt would, indeed, be abſurd. 
to ſuppoſe, that God ſhould make a new and 
better covenant than that which he made 
with Adam, or with Iſrael at Sinai; a cove- 
nam without conditions to be performed by 1 
man; à covenant - which diſplays rich good-. 
neſs and boundleſs grace; and that, after all. 
the covenantees ſhould be as liable to the 05 
Jreadful forfeiture of life and happineſs, as 
our firſt father, when under the covenant of 
works. Nay, if the new. eovenant had been 
conditional ; if. our perſeverance and immortal 
happineſs had depended on our performance 
of any condition, whether greater or leſs5 
our ſtate, as i believers, would. have been in». 
fnitely- more hazardous than Adam's was, 
while in innocence, under the covenant of 
works: becauſe of the very great ditparity - | 
between that ſtate of wprightaess, in which | 
he was created z and outs - of corruption, i- 
is which-we are fallen. Perfect obedience -. 
was caſier- to him, than the leaſt poſſible com. 4 
| 


| dition would be to us. OTST No 
The: faithfulness and inviolable veracity f. 
God; give further aſſurance of the ſaint's per:. 
ſevcrance. Lhe rocks, though. of adamant., Wl 
hall melt away; the everlaſting mountains 0 
| ſhall be removed out of their places; yea, 8 
the whole terraqueous globe itſelf ſhall en- 8 
urcly diſappear; but the faithfulness of God . I 
m executing his - covenant, and the - veracity _ Wil 
of God in performing his- promiſes, are ung 
changeable and eternat,: The Lord is faith= __ 
ful, who ſhall tabliſh you and keep you frum 
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, „ | the deſtradive power of every evi: and. He 
bas declared, that he will not rigfer bis faith. 


NT” — — 
wm — — 


44 5 Fulness to fail. Yea, He has corn by hi: h. 
il © lines, by the glory of all his perfections, 
i ttuhat he will be faithful to his covenant and 
e © promiſes reſpeting Chriſt and his feed 5, 
1 So that, if there be immutability in che 
i: A purpoſe of God; if any ſtability in his c. 
i wenant; if any veracity in his promiſes, th 
>. trac believer ſhall certainly perſevere, — Re. 
Hl _ joice then, ye feeble followers of the Lamb, 
I The baſis of your confidence and conſola- 
Hl tion is ſtrong indeed. Stronger than all che 
LL troubles of life; ſtronger than all the fears 
I of death; and ſtronger than all the terrore of 
n approaching judgment. Why ſhould you »0: 
FR diſmiſs every laviſh apprehenſion, when the 
Sd of power and the God of truth, has made 
my {ach ale proviſion for your deliverance from 
every evil you had any reaſon to fear, and the 
ny —  <njoyment of every bleſſing you ought to de. 
r ns Whether 1 in ths ora future world : $ 
| lj WA Again: : The merit of the Retzemer” g blooch F 
r His interceſſion for his people, and 2ι.οτοτι with WW | 
r mem, ſtrongly argue their final 5 | 
r ton, and heighten their afſirances of | I 
| | Willi be merit of his blood. For, is it probitl F 
44. "8 that He who ſo loved them, as to give tis 0 
ee for their ranſom; that He who ſuffcred ˖ 
Wl ſuch tortures of body and horrors of {ul Wi ; 
nin their ſtead; that He who drank. the vcr) 0 
5 dregs of the up; of wrath, on. ;puxpoſc char — 
1 4'Theſ, ill, . Bal, Ms 5, 34, 7 


joy and big mi: ht be their portion for ber 1 
— is it probable, I ſay, that he ſhould ever 
infer them who are, in the moſt emphatical 


fenſe, his peculiar; his purchaſed people and 


his own property, to be taken from him 
by craft or power, and that by the moſt ab. 
horred of beings and his greateſt enemy? 


Such a ſuppoßtion is "ey, ablurd. Such an 


event would be highly 1 to the Sa- 

will not He who 
underwent ſo much for them in the garden 
and on the crofs; who bore the curſe and. 


yiour's character. Whar! 


ſuffered the pains of hell in their ſtead, even 
While they were enemies ; protect them now 


they are become, by converting grace, his 
friends ? Why was He willing to be at ſuck. 1 
an amazing expence in their purchaſc, W 
after all, he permit their avowed enemy to 
make them his eaſy prey? That be far from 
him! The thoug t be far from us! No; 
while there is compaſſion in his heart, or 

power in his hand; while bis name is ES US, 
and his work falvation ; he muſt /ze of the 
W !ravail of bis toul, and be completely gatisſſed. 
| It cannot be thar one ſoul for whom he gave 
his life and ſpilt his blood; whoſe ſins hge 
bote and whoſe curſe he fuſtained, ſhould 

ever finally. periſh.” For if that were the 
caſe, divine juſtice, after having exacted and _ 
received the debt, at the hand of the 9 ä 
| would make a demand on the principal; 


other words, would require double abe 


—heſides, the Jaithfubness. of Chriſt to his 
COTA eee ent Is greatly intereſted, 


4 
1 
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e Grace as 1 A, 


in the everlaſting happiues of all the OY 
deemed. For we cannot forget who it j; 
that ſays; I came down from heaven, not t6 dm 


mine own will, but the will of Him that 5:1; 


me. And this is the Father's will which bath 


tent me, that of all which He hath given me, | 
' SHOULD LOSE NOTHING , but ſhould rice it in. 
again at the laſt day*. Now, if Jets {us 10 
whom the elect were, given, and by whom 
they were redeemed, became teſponſibie for 
them to the Father at the laſt day, as liis 11 


declarations import; were be not fully to er. 


ecute the divine will, in railing up al, 
were committed to his Carey he would (1 (ca; 


it with reverence) fail in the performance of 


his own engagements. Conſequently, either 
bis power or faithfulneſs, would be i impcached] ; 
the ſuppoſition of which is abſurd, and the al. 
ſertion blaſphemy. 


The cee "ol of Chriſt for his people 


before the throne, affords another evidence 
af this glorious truth. This interceſſion is 


I founded on his perfact atonement for all tlici 


4 188 J « 1. £ 1 N 3 24 3 * * 
' vo $ 1 9 14 82 enn r nn 
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fins : and it is a firm foundation for that pur. 


poſe. So that, notwithſtanding all thc accu- 
ſations of Satan lodged againſt them not- 
withſtanding all their weakneſs and all thr 


unworthineſs; the intercethon of Jeſs 11s 


Son of God, of Jeſus Chriſt the rigiutcou, 
muſt afford them the higheſt ſecurity. Fos, 
their Redeemer is ſtrong, the Lord of bois © | 
His name, he ſhall thoroughly plead their © auth: 
. And as wats believer | is intereſted in this lu⸗ 


1 +. wks 33,30. 1 1. 34. 


, 7 N 2 & C . "ct . 
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eerceſſion, ſo jens, the advocate, i is never 
denied in his ſuit *. His plea is always valid, 
and always efeQual to the end deſigned : 


ith fail not; and, that they may be precer- 
wed from oi +. Our aſcended Redeemer is 
not, in this part of his mediatorial under- 
taking, like a mere petitioner, who may or may 

not ſneceed ; for he has a previous right to 
all the bleflings he ſolicits on their behalf. 

He can claim them, in virtue of the promiſe 
anade to bim and his ſpiritual ſeed, having 
F filly performed the conditions of the ever- 
| laſting covenant, as their repreſentative, Yes, 
believer, the rompayion of Him who bled on 
de croſs, and the poroer of Him who pleads -on 
che throne, aſcertain your final felicity. 
S That ineflable union which ſubſiſts between 

| Cliriſt and his faints, involves the truth for 
which J am pleading, 
important point. For, as every believer is a 
metaber of that myſtical body of which He 
Dis the head; fo, while there is life in the 
Lad, the members ſhall never die, neither by 
che wiles of craft, nor the aſſaults of power. 
For He who rules over all, for the good or 
the church, declares concerning his people; 


* 


and they are the fulneſs and glory of Him-who 
flach all in A As it is written, e fc 


* Jon &VIts 20. nat ot, 42. | . 
uke nx. 33, | John vii. IT, 45. » 
i Eh. i. 23, 23% 2 Car. ui 43. yo 5 


which 1s, as he expreily informs us, that their 


and clearly evinces the 


| Becauſe 1 live, ye ball live. alſo. His lite, as | 
Mediator, is the cauſe and ſupport of theirs ; 


r . c * 1 


*% 
£ 
: 1 4 3 75 4 9 5 * y v 11 1 p ? . Y 0 TH, 39%. ou 6 
e 48 Nen n 4 mt 99 \ FOR. U n nn Neno * N 
1 S e Nee n Far Wh 5 dn : $4.8 
3. $0 es: 1 vn 8 5 8 n Minn WILTON Wk ET TRA 
. 8 e MY 5425 2 N . j > 5 


4, xz - - 1 1 33) 194 A 4 ** 1 o 14 1 1 d x 
Wann We $4 TOTO F: 4p | 1184 N 88 is 
OOO HER — yy . 
* l r 23 or. 5 go Vs Hot 


— — Wi 6 om 
* 


d * 
* 
17 
&a 
$7 
? eds 
s 
v4.0 
2 
387 
17% 
{Sf 
75 53M 
Au. l 
. 
1 
tf 
i f 
277 
U 
1 
. 
i? 5 
* ? 
1343 
10 
9 1 
15 
. T8908 
a+ 
: | 
by > 9 
14 
11 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
x 
5 {3 
4 
1 
15 þ 
14 
1 
Ty 
78 
K 
39 
7 45 
1 
4 
4 
1 
FI g 
PE 
11 
TY 
nd 3 
1 
— i 
% 1 
4 
b 7A 
1 [3 
. "8 
1 
1 
17 
8 
+8 KL 
ry 
C3) 
3 
1 
> | 
kt 
1 
9 
= 
= 
44 
og 
+ 
7 
3 
& 
| 
1 
. 
11 
1 1 
141 
141 
11 
| 4 
9 
Ef 


- + 
k 


PPP 
Pore 2 > > 1 © ns 5 ” E 3 8 — a . 10 
. — oy * — 


my my” - * 
— 


na 
B93 — ED 


— — 
— 
-— 


B ——— 
: : 22 
: 2 4 
g 8 
Fe "Sa - be : 


——— — — 
n * 2 


— A 


© Dea. 


= — —— 9 — non 2 
ho m_ — — — C comp. SB I * 3 
— 4 * 2 r 
— ——.————— 
* 7 R a 2 — — > . S 


£ LE 4 * x x N 
: os, : N I 4 x 4 5 d 
* by *. * "I * 5 
9 1 e, 
F On. | 
n . | 28 | 
A | I 4 2, " * : 
0 *$ 1 
5 : f 14 1 3 
Ny; ' 0 9 ** 
K. "$3.30 . - 
1 : Y 1 * « 


iſe with the Lord their God 
of that union ſhall never he broken, the t 5 
eflable connection ſhall never be difſolvc. 
For he that is joined to the Lord is on- Spirit 


Wa with him; and, therefore abſolutely | inſcpa. 
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„ 1 | rn our life i is hid with Christ in Cid, 
Four life is bid ; 
fute in à ſecret; place. 
mitted to his guardianſhip, aud lodged under 
his care, who is able to keep that which i; 

intruſted to his hands. 

of the Almiglity is the ſacred. caſket, the di. 
vine repoſitory, in which the jewel is {afely 
KEPT: 


like the moſt valuable ca. 
With Christ; 


In God; the boſom 


Cheering thought! For Jeſus, the | 
guardian, will never be hribed to deliver up 


huis charge to the power of an enemy; nor 
mall any ſacrilegious hand ever be able, by 


ſecret fraud or open violence, to rifle the cal: 
ket where Jehovah lays up his jewels . 
Tife of believers is bound 75 in the bund!c if 


I; and the bond 


Further: The indueclling of the Holy Spit 


in belicvers, furniſhes them with anocher « 0 


gent argument in proof of the joyful 


le is in them a well of living water, e 
1p into everlasting life. . 
_ comforter, He is given to abide with thei far. 
| ever. | 
1 complete holineſs and cverlaſting bapjincls 
lis gracious. purpoſe, in taking up his ch. 
dence in them, is to fit them for ſublimer en- 
5110 e 


AS A. made and a 


Nis. deſigu, in regeneration, is their 


to ſecure their e o 


* Col. li. 34. 


| 5 Mal. iii. 17. 
4 T Sam. zxv. 19 5 


8 1 Cor. vi. 17. 
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_ chow through life, did conduct them 
to glory. By him they are Sealed to the dag A 
of redemption; and He is the earne/# of their * | 
future inheritance. Now, as An earneſt is aa 
bart of the whole, and is given in aſſurance 

| of enjoying the Whole; and as the Holy 
Spirit is called the earneſt of our everlaſting 
inheritance. the words muſt import the ut» 
molt certainty of our future bliſs, if poſſeſſed 
of this earneſt. Otherwiſe, which would be 
ſhocking to affirm, i it mult be eſteemed pre- 

| carious, and not to anſwer the end for which 1 
it Was gien x 

Once more! The 200 Abd e of 
God, on which it is both the duty and privi- 
Liege of believers to attend, are happily ſub- 
ſervient to the great deſign. By theſe, as 
through the whole, the great: Agent of the 
covenant, works in a way ſuited to the nature 
of a rational being. For though the ſaints are. 
t by the invincible power of God ; yet not 
by means merely phytical, but through faith, 

L Whatever, therefore, 1s adapted to increaſe. 
Wind confirm our faith in the great Redeemer, 
de ſane time rends to our preſervation. 
This the word and ordinances do. In che di- 
vine word, believers have many great and 
Precious promiſes to encourage them; many 
zhortations to direct and animate chem, in 
Ie performance of duty; many warnings 
den, and dangers pointed out, to deter them 
rom evil; many examples. of ſuffering pa- 
ace and victorious faith, for their imitation 
nher, and Shpport, whenever they come into 
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of | like ene and many glorious things 
affirmed, concerning that inheritance whic!; 
God has provided for them, in order t9 raiſe 
their alfections to heavenly things, and o 
©  Vigorate their hope of eternal blefledne!; ; a 


which are adapted to promote their edification, 


and to preſerve them in the way of peace, —— 
The ordinances of God in general, as the) are 
the green paſtures in which the ſheep of (: url 
delight to feed and lie down * ; being calcu- 
lated to nouriſh their ſouls, and increaſc che 
vigour of their ſpiritual life; muſt be apps 
ly conducive to their preſervation.” By a ſuit- 
Able attendance on divine inſtitutions, be. 
lievers have their faith confirmed, their . 
neſs advanced, and their hope drightcue 
In them they have the bread of God di. 


penſed, by which they are nouriſhed up t 


eternal life. On the appointments of heaven, 

. therefore, it is their duty and bleſſing is at 

tend: nor can they, without the highest pis 

» Jumprion, expect preſervation - in the ait, 
While they neglect theſe ſalutary means. 


Nor are the divine chastiſæments without 


5 1 men uſe, in this reſpect. For the childrco ot 
Bod are chaſtened of their Father, that 169 
0 may not be condemned with the world j.—0 
the whole then, we have the utmoſt rcafo! 
to conclude with Paul, that where-evcr God 
begins a good work, be 207/ certainly perform) 
i until the day of Feſus Obrist t. For He 
ttt formed the univerſe, | is not ſuch an is 


sal. Xxiii. 2. 


1 Cor. As 34. ra. 0. 30. , 327 337 34 
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confderate builder, as to lay the foundation 
of a finner's complete happineſs, 1 in his own 
eternal purpoſe -and in the blood of his only 
Son, and then leave his work unfiniſhed. 
No; it ſhall never be ſaid by his infernal ene- 
mies; Here God began to build and was not 
« Able to finiſh. He once loved, redeemed, re- 
generated, and deſigned to bave ſaved theſe 
« wretched fouls. But his love abated; his 
« purpoſe altered; or, which is more to Gr 
« honour and his diſappointment, we have 
rendered his ſchemes aboruves and now we 
_ © torment, with a vengeance, myriads that 
| ©. were once high i in jehovalt's fayour, ane 
numbered among his children.“ But, 

though this be the conſequence of the oppo- 
bite doctrine, Lucifer himſelf, with all his 
pride and enmity, will never entertain fuch a 
S thonghr, nor thus blaſpheme his Maker. 

S The following quotation may ſerve to ex- 
Hibit, in a compendious view, the ſubſtance of- 
the foregoing paragraphs.  ** Since we ſtand _ 
* not, like Adam, upon our own bottom; 

but are branches of ſuch a vine as never 
** withers ; members of ſach a head as never 


. 


5% dies; ſharcrs ; in Such a Spirit as cleanſeth, 
0 hcaleth, and purifieth the heart; partakerz 
4 * of tuck roher as are ſealed with the dat 
300 ee. 


of God— Since we live, not by our o- n 
life, but by the life of Chriſt; are not led 
13 ſealed. by our own fpirit, but by the 
Spirit of Chriſt ; do not obtain mercy by 

Our on pray ers, but by the interceſſion of 
Chuiſt; e Feroneilen to God by our 
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90 own. Endet but by e propitiat Of: 
* wrought by Chriſt; who loved us When we 
e were enemies and in our blood; who i; 
both willing and able to ſave us to the m. 
_ termoſt, and to preſerve bis own merces 
e in us; to Whoſe office it belongs, to take 
order that none who are given unto him 
be loſt—undoubtedly, chat life 6F Chriit |, 
„ us, which is thus underpropped ; though 
e it be not privileged from temprations, no, 
not from backſlidings, yet it is an abiding. 
- life. He who raiſed bur ſoul from death, 
vwill either preſerve our feet from fa ling, 
or, if we do fall, will heal our backſlidh 18. 
and Will fave us freely = Wt 


Some 0 may: be: N to obj: a; 


If the preſervation of believers depe nd 
„ upon God, in the way and manner aſſert 
«© ed; they have no occaſion to be at all c. 
ful how they live. No great harm can be 
fal them, for they will be ſure to be tate ia 
„the end.“ In anſwer to which 1 {halt only | 


obſerve; 3 That the ſtrenFth of this objc n 
was long ſince tried on our Lord himſell, 


the devil. And as it appeared of no force 0 


Him, though the tempter propoſed it 2s tlic 
neceſſary conſequence of thoſe promiſes made 
by the Father to Chriſt, as man and mediator, 


reſpecting his preſervation ; fo it appcars 
haze as little in the preſent caſe. The grand 
propoſition in the devil's argument was f 
thou art the Son of God, bis V angels will cer. 
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tainly e . thou canſt: not be hurt. 
And his concluſion Was; Therefore, without 
any danger thou mayelt caſt th ſelf down 
from this eminence *,—So, in the preſent 
caſe, the argument contained in the objection, 
is; If you be a child of God and in union 
with Chriſt, your perſeverance is certain. For, 
being the charge of Omniporence, ft is im- 
F- poſſible you ſhould finally fall. Therefore, 
yon may ſafely bid adieu to alt circumſpec- _ 
tion; you need not fear fin, or its conſequen- 
ces; por is there any occaſion to be ſolici- 
tous about walking with God in the ways of 
holineſs. Bur, as our Lord, who had not the 
leaſt doubt of the ſpecial care of his Father 
over him, as man, rejected Satan's propofal 
with the-utmoſt abborrence ; knowing that 
it was a temptation from beneath, and the ar- 
gument uſed to inforce it, an abuſe of the 
ſeripture: ſo the believer, though be is fully 
| perſuaded that grace reigns in every part of 
"is ſalvation ; and rhough it Rrongly appears 
in that foecial care of God, which is inceſſant- 
ly exerciſed over him in his perfeverance to 
cternal life ; yet he is well aware, that he is. 
not to continue in fin that grace may abound, 
On every ſuch ſuggeſtion, therefore, he will 
from his heart ſay ; ; God forbid / Beſides,” - 
chere are many very important purpoſes an- 


(vered, by walking in the ways of obrdience, 5 


i pecting the chriſtian himſelf, his neighbour, | 
| and his God; Which having been conſidered, 
read ly, 1 ſhall not bere PTR. mention. 


W 


0 


. 
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Nor allah it to be objetted againſt the fe. 
curity of the people of God, for which I an 


| 5 e % That the ſaints are exhorted to 
e for, the continual. aids of grace; for 

ce divine ſupport, in times of trial, and for 
0 protectiou againſt their enemies; as if * 


argued their ſtate yncerrain, as to . fna 


event. For Chriſt, who was abſolutely he 
of happineſs, nor could poſſibly fail of <njoy.. 
ing the reward which was promiſed to hin, 
as Mediator; or come ſhort of poſſeſſing ther 


glory which he had With the Father before 


the world was; yet prayed for it with as. 
much fervour, as any ſaint can poſſibly da ” 


the moſt: Jefruble b bleſſing *.. A noble 


ample this, af the aſſurance of faith, reſp wy | 
ing our eternal ſtate, and of an entire reliance 
on the divine promifes, perfectly confiitent 
with carneſt and conſtant projer 4 for ihe fil. 


Dy at of them! 


But, notwithſtanding the Lord: as. the Co- 
venant-God of his people, has engaged lt 
they ſhall not perifh cternally; yet, as he has 


nowhere engaged that they ſhall not fal into 
fin, and as fin is provoking to the eyes of Us 
holineſs; they, ought to uſe rhe utmoſt cou- 
tion, left, by diſobedience, they move he 


.. uſe the frourne:. For the frowns of a father 


will be hard to bear, and their ſpiritual pcace 


and joyfal, communion with him will be much 


impaired, by ſuch diſobedience and che 


ment for 1.—— The children of God, when, 
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cardlefsi in 1 walk and We of backſlid. 
ings, have frequently and ſeverely, ſmarted 
under his correcting hand: The ſorrowful 
confeſhons. and bitter complaints of 8 
after his. ſcandalous intrigue with Uriah's. 
wife, are a ſtanding, inconteſtible proof * 
this obſervation, Their perſuaſion of intereſt. 
in the everlaſting cayenant has. been terribly, 
ſhaken, if not loſt for a ſcaſon, fo as to wound 
their hearts, with the keeneſt anguiſh: till, 
after many prayers. and great. warchfulneſs, 
they have. been again indulged with the. 
ſmiles. of Ichovah's countenance, and the 
oys of. his ſalvation *.—The conſideration of. 
this, together with a remembrance, how God. 
the Father and his incarnate. Son are diſbo- 
noured ;the Holy Spirit grieved ; the glorious 
goſpel reproached ; weak believers. offended ; - 
and the hands of the wicked Strengthened, by 
the careleſs conduct of chriſtian profeſſors; 
afford a, ſufficient reaſon, for, thoſe multiplied 
4 which are given to the diſciples of. 
| Chriſt in the bock af God, that they indulge, 5 
not any criminal paſſion in the leaſt degree; 
| Fithout, ſuppoſing, that cheir final happineſs 


# 


rat, n. ads, o z. 


depends an. the ſteadineſs of their walk, or 4 
| the goodneſs of their converſation. For our. 4 
perſeverance in faith and holineſs, depends on 4 
che excellency of our, gate; as being in cover. 
nant with God, his adopted children, and the Wl. 
members of Chriſt not upon our obedience [| 
and dead. . * 
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Hence you may learn, believer, that as 0 


enemies of your ſoul are various and jnvete. | 
kate, ſubtile and powerful, and your ſpiritual 
frames inconſtant; it is highly neceffary you 
- ſhould hive Ty ig a continual remembrance 
*.... of theſe humbling conſiderations. What more 
|  adviſeable, what ſo neceſſary for you, 
to walk circumſpectly; to watch and pr: by 
_ Jeſt you enter into rempration ? An humble 
ſenſe of your own weakneſs and inſufficiency, 
ſhould ever abide on your mind and appcu 
in your conduct. As the corruption of na. 
ture is an enemy, that is always near you and 
always in you, while on earth ; and ever 
ready to open a door to temptation {rom 
Without; you. ought to keep your hear? with 
all diligence. Watch, diligently watch, over 
its imaginations, motions, and tendencics, 


Conſider whence they arife and to what they 
incline, before you execute any of che pur- 
zofes formed in ir. For ſuch is the {urer'a. 


| = tive deceitfulneſs of the human heart, tha! 
WW whoiruttth in it it a foo; ignorant of his 
danger, and unmindful of his beft inte creſts, 
This confiderarion ſhould cauſe every child ol 
God to bend the ſuppliant knee, with tlic u. 
molt frequency, humility, and fervour «© 
live, as it were, at the Acne of grace, nor 
_ depart. thence till out of the reach of danger 
Certain it is, that the more we fee of the 
1 ſtrength of our adverfaries, and the danger 
We are in from them; the more ſhall we e 
etrciſe ourſelves in feryent prayer. Can you, 
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the devil, are your implacable and unwearied 
adverſaries ? Dare you indulge yourſelf in 


your fall, your, diſgrace, and, if poluble; your 


take not the field of battle for 3 bed of rel}, 
Be ſober 5: be went. 


| idence and joy. The remembrance of that, 


| watchfulneſs.. The exerciſe of his, will main- 


Har not: I am thy ſbield, and will for ever 


to render thee completely and eternally bap- 


caſion to fear, If God be for us, who can be 


be Gen, IV, 1. Ms 


0 millian, 1 be 0 od indifferent, be dull 
and careleſs, when the world, the fleſh, and 


defend thee ; and thy exceeding great reward, 


againſt 1 10 When the a of hell a+ the 


earnal delights, or a flothful profeſſion, while ö 
the enemies of your peace and ſalvation are 
ever active and buſy in ſeeking to compaſs 


eternal ruin? Awake thou that Jleepe/? ! Mite 


Again: Are there; 8 the Bi. 
lerer s weakneſs and the power of his. ene 
mies, ſuch ſtrong aſſurances given, of his per- 
e complete victory, and final happi- 
neſs ? then, though with fear and trembling 
ne ſhould often reflect on his own. inſufficien- 
cy, he may rely on a faithful God, as his un- 
erring guide and invincible guard, with con- 


will be a conſtant. motive to bumility and 5 


| tain peace and conſolation of ſoul; will be an 
| wexhauftible ſource of praiſe, in ſpite of all 
the attempts of invetcrate malice in his moſt 
| enraged foes... For the Almighty himſelf ſays, 


| py *. While the eternal God is bis refuge, and 
the euerlaſting. arms his ſupport, he has no oc-- 
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i powers 1 earth united, alfall the Peter 


menacing deſtruction to both body and foul ; 


then the ze, the promiſes, the oath, and 
dhe attributes of Jehovah, are à Strong , 
an impregoable fortreſs. And, bens con- 
ſcious of his own inability to refil the enemy, 
he runnetb into it, and is fas, ſecure from 
every attack, however crafty ov or. Thie 
righteous man, the real chriſtian, dwel/er) 9 
bib, out of the reach of every evil. H 
Place of defence is the munitions of roche m. 
moveable, as their ſolid foundations; inac- 
eeſſible, as their lofty ridges. Nor. ſhall the 

'._ favoured inhabitants of this everlaſting for. 
treſs, ever be obliged to ſurrender for wont of 
pProviſions. A folneſs of tiving bread, and | 
ſtreams of living water, are united with invin- 
cible ſtrength. "For, 4 it is added, Bread hall 
be given him, and his waters 2 be cure f. 
'.. - He ſhall want, neither nouriſhment, nor pro- 
tection; outward defence, nor inward con- 
Fort. Happy. then, thrice happy arc they, 

| Who are under the reign of grace! Every a. 
tribute of Deity is engaged io promote their 
felicity. All the eternal counſels terminate in 
heir favour, and every providence has « pecu- 
iar reſpect to their advantage, — Thus de 
grace appears and reigns in the perſc vera of 
the true believer. For grace provides the means 

; neceſſary to it; grace applies them; and on- 
nipotent grace crowns them with ſuccelb, to its 


own ede honour and 77 5 
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CHAP. . 


Concerning the Par KO of Chriat, by 2obom Grace 
e eee 5 
Alk API of Chriſt, conſidered. in con- 
nection with his work, is a copious and 
exalred ſubje& ; infinitely deſerving our moſt 
attentive regards. For his perſon is dignified 
with every excel/{ency, divine and human; and 
his work includes every requifite, for che com- 
plete ſalvation of our guilty ſouls. + 
The conſtitution of the Redeemer's won- 
derful perſon, was the effect of infinite wif- 
dom, and a manifeſtation of boundleſs grace. 
la the hypoſtatical union of the divine and 
human nature in Chriſt, is the foundation of 
our hopes of eternal happineſs laid. By the 
perſonal union of theſe two natures, he i is ren- 
ed capable of performing the work of a 
Mediator between God and man, For if he 
bad not poſſeſſed a nature inferior to that 
which is divine, he could neither have perform- 


Were abſolutely reer to the falvation of 
lianers. We 


Nor was it ſuſficent” for him 1 9 15 to aſe. 95 


* 


E. be tat which is common to men. The 
law being given to man, the obedience „ 
Weed _ ch as r condition pal . was io 
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* the obedience required, nor ſuffered the pe- 
1alty threatened, by the holy law ; both which 


ume a cr ealed nature 3 it was neceſſary it EE 
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gre Eh, 'The ref v 1 Chr, 


be en by man, a real, ag linlels 


man. For the wiſdom and equity of the b 


preme Legiſlator, could not have appeared in 


_ enatting a law for the uſe of mankind, if i; 
had never, ſo much as in one inſtance. been 


| honouted with perfect obedience by any in 


our nature. And as man was become a trag. 


greſſor of the law, under its curſe, and bound 
to ſuffer eternal miſery; it was neceſſary that 


3 who ſhould undertake his deliverance, by 


vicarious ſufferings, ſhould be himſelf a man, 
It would not have appeared agreeable, that a 


1 nature from that which fianed, {hould 
have ſuffered for ſin.— Had the infinite 50- 
vereign been plcaſed to have redeemed en. 
gels that fell, we may with reverence ſuppoſe, 


that it would have appeared ſuitable to divine 


woiſdom, that their redeemer ſhould have at. 
ſumed che angelic nature. But as man, ha- 


ving loſt his happineſs, was the creature to be 


_ redeemed; and the human nature, havir, 
loſt its excellence, was the nature to be re- 


ſtored; it was neceſſary, that redemption, and 


this reſtoration, ſhould be effected in the /. 


man nature. For as by the diſobedience e, aur 


man, many were made ſinners, brought under 


condemnation and hable to eternal death; e 


40, by the obedience of one man, Jeſus Emil, 


muſt many be made rigbteous; be delivered 
from condemnation and accepted to ever}alt ng 
Pp: Fg 


It Was neceſſary alſo, hat the bun na. 


ture of Chriſt, in which he was to accomplii 


our deliverance, mould ve derived from the 
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common root ak fountain of it in our firſt pa- 
rents. For it does not appear fuitable to an- 
ſwer the various purpoſes deſigned by the aſ- 


ſumption of 1 it, that it ſhould be createdimme- 


diately out of nothing; nor yet that his body 
{ſhould be formed out of the duſt of che earth, 
28 was the body of the firlt man, 


no ſuch alliance between him and us, as to 
lay a foundation for our hope of ſalvation by 
his nndertaking. It was necetlary that he who 

ſhovld ſuſtain the character and perform rhe 
| work of a Redeemer, ſhould be our Goel, or 
near kinſman 5 one to Whom the right of re- 
| demption belonged *. Sf was declared in 
| the ürſt promiſe ; The. ſeed of the woman and 
no other, hall bruiſe the ſerpent's head. He 


| but to partake: of it by being made of @ bo- 
nan. Thus he became our kiniman; our 
brother. According to that ſaying, Bob He 
that ſandtifieth, and they who are Jandtified, are 
| all if one nature: for which cauſe, He is not 
ajoamed to call them brethren . Amazing 
 cordeſceation this! That the ſon of che 
Higheſt ſhould become the child of the vir- 


tuous hand, plucked: the fatal fruit, which | 
entailed 2 on all our ſpecies; that He, 
| Whom angels adore, thould appear in our na- 


n 


; Ruth il. 20. and ini. 9. Agi. 


Lev. TLV, 3. 5 | 
feb. i 57 Z 49 


| Becauſe, 
on chat ſuppoſition, there would have been 


was not only to àlume the nature of man, 


gin; that the God of nature ſhould become 
the ſeed of her, who, with a bold preſump- 


ture when funk i in ruin, that be: might hey, 


? 


e U e hang 
We! 1 
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We and bleed, and die, for our deliverance ; 
Words can expreſs, what heart can conceive. 
the depth of that condeſcenſion, and the 


atonement for us. 
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riches of that [ag which 12 82 in ſuch a 


Wen. rag 5 


t was abÞtutcly netllary; botwithſtand. 


ing, that the nature in which the work of re. 


. demption was to be performed, ſhould not be 
ſo derived from its original fountain, as to be 
fainted with ſin; or partake, in any degree, 
of that moral defilement, in which every 
Child of Adam is conceived and born *, | 
behoved us to have ſuch an high- prieſt, 0 
Was holy, harmless, and separate from funmers ; 
for as a prie/t, he was to atone for our fin; 
and ranſom our ſouls. 
of Chriſt had partook, in any meaſure, of 
that pollution which is hereditary to us, lince 
the fall; it would have been deſtitute of the 
Holy image of God, as we are before rfgcuc- 


If the human nature 


ration -: and conſequently, he would have 


been rendered incapable of making che leaſt 
He that is himſelf ſinful, 
cannot ſacisfy juſtice on tne behalf of another; 

for, by one offence, he forfeits his own foul. 

Here, then, the adorable: wiſdom of God 
appears in its richeſt glory. In that, though 
it was neceſſary our Surety ſhould be an, 
Wand the 5eed of a woman; yet, that he ſhould 
pe conceived in ſuch a manner, as to be cn. 


tirely witliout fin, Yes, Jeſus, though born 


1 a Oman, was 19 1 0 Irec Tom the g guilt 
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of the firſt enden; aud from every de- 


oree of that natural depravity which is com- 


mon to all the offspring of Adam. And as 
che immaculate purity of our Mediator's hu- 
manity, is an article of the laſt importance to 


the falvation of our periſhing ſouls; fo it is 


frequently and ftrongly afferted in the facred 
writings. . The perfect rectitude of his heart, 
and the unſpotted ſanctity of his life, are there 4 
diſplayed in the molt lively colours. 


A little to explain and illuſtrate the import- 
ant truth, it may be of uſe to confider ; How 


it is that we, who are the natural deſcendents 


of Adam, became guilty through the firſt 


craoſgrefiion, and are made partakers of a de- 
praved  nature,—As to the guilt of the firſt 
difobedience, it may be obſerved ; That the 


whole human nature ſubſiſted in our original 
parents, when it was committed; and that 
Adam was our fœderal head and public re- 


preſenrative, Hence it is, chat his fin became 
the fin of us all; is juſtly imputed to us and 
charged upon us. In him, as our common 


repreſentative, wwe all inned. Such being our 


natural ſtate, as the deſcendents of an apoſtate 
bead, we juſtly bear this humbling and awful 
character; CHILDREN OF WRATH, BY NA= 


TUR&.—But Adam was not a fœderal head 
to Chriſt, 'The Lord from heaven was nel- 


ther included in him, nor represented by him. 
He was not included in him. For the bl eſſed 


Jeſus was conceived in a way cutirely ſuper- 


natural, and born of a virgin. He was not 
born in virtue of that prolific word, by which 


Dada 
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__ he guens Get © bleſſed he contibiat Gare 
before the fall, Increase and multiply; but in 


virtue of the promise, made after the fall, hen 


| HR 1 ceaſed to be any longer a public 85 
Lk fon. He was not repreſented by him, tor 
wo uv grand progenitor was a repreſentative 0 
none but his natural offspring. The holy fc. 
uus, therefore not being naturally deſcended 


from him, could not be repreſented by bim. 


And, indced, it appears highly incongruou: 
for us to imagine, that he who was of the 
carib, carthy, ſhould be the repreſentative of 
Him who is, the Lord from heaven; of Him 


who is, in all reſpects, his great Superior. It 


could not be, that One in perſonal union with 
mite Sog of God, ſhonld acknowledge Adam 
for his covenant- head. Qur Lord, therefore, 
dad no concern in his guilt, as a defcendent 
1 from him; which is the caſe of all his natural 
paoſterity. The promiſed. Sced not being in- 


eluded in that covenant, under which the firll 


buman pair ſtood; could not be chargeable 
wich any part of that puil which attended 
ide violation of it, Original guilt becomes 
Ws” ours in virtue of Adam” $ relation to us, V 
dur repreſentative; and hence it is imputcd 
1 . to us by a righteous God. If we had not 
1 105 been ſome way involved in the firſt rranſyrel- 


ſton, before it was imputed to us, it could 
28 charged upon 16. Iris 


makes it ours; but, being legally ours, in con- 


1 ſequence of our ebnen to e it is eli 
EY roten „ | 


—— — 11 . 


5 whom G race reigns. 9 5 37 9 

Nor could the Land Redeemer be liable to 1 
the neceſſary conſequence of Adam's ſin; that I 
s, A depra vation of nature. This immediate: 
ly followed, as the natural effect of his firſt | 
ranſgreſſion. Which tranſgreſſion, being 
committed by him, as our repreſentative, is ll! 
legally ours; and hence it is that we ſhare "1 
with him, in its natural and awful effects. In 1 

| other words, te derive a corrupt nature from 9 
him, pecauſe we were guilty with him. Nor 99 
was the imputation of his offence to us, the 1 
cauſe of this woful effect; but his offence be- 1 
ing legally ours, prior to that imputation. A 
Bur, as Chriſt was not concerned with him 1 
in original guilt, having no connection wing 
him as a fœderal head; the natural conſe- 1 
quence of that guilt, could not take place in Wl 
Him, as it does in us, being repreſented by : "| 
Adam and deſcended from him, according to Wi! 
the common courſe of nature — Thus was bl 
the human nature of Jefus Chriſt, entirely. W 
free from all contamination: and thus that WW 
boly thing, which was formed in the womb of 2 
- the virgin, by the power of the. Moſt High; 1 
was conſtituted a vecond Adam, in oppoſition - —V 
to the Hrat. This production of the human 
nature of our glorious. Immanuel, being in a. MM 
way ſuperhatural and divine; is called the crea- 1 
tion of nero thing in the earth f. Thus Chriſt © We 
became a partaker of the nature which had fin-«' MM 
acd; vithout che least A hfulness of that nature. , 5 
e ee 1 

; Mr Ben "AHA on 2 Cor: v. 41, p. 6, 7, 5 0 
>" Or XXxi. 22. See Wirs. Oecon, A. 3. c. 4. 5 10%. | Will 
| N ou the. Kane 17 Cheri A chap. 10. * 
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Ws! Mediator: and Surety ſhould be God, as wel! 
u man. Fot, as 2 could not dae obeyed 
v or ſuffered ar all, if he had not been poſlcile( 
© * of a created nature; fo, if he had been a Mere 
man, however immaculate, he could not have 


4 was [nth 4 alt that our 


redeemed one ſoul. Yea, though he had 


deen poſlefled of the higheſt poſſible created 
5 excellencies, they e not have been ſuf: 
cient; he would ſtill have been a dependent 
| being. For as it is eſſential to Deity, to be 
underived and ſelf.exiſtent ; fo it is eſſentia 
80 a creature, to. be derived: and dependent, 
- The loftieſt ſeraph that ſings in glory, is as 
really dependent on God, every moment of 
his exiſtence, as the meaneſt worm that 
- + crawls. In this reſpect, an angel and an in- 
i ee are both on a level. — Every rational crea- 
ture, therefore, whether human or angelic, 
having received exiſtence from the Almighty, 
and being continually dependent, on him, a: 
the all-producing, all- ſupporting firſt Cauic; 
+ muſt be bound to perpetual obedience, by | 
virtue of that relation in which he ſtands to 
+. God, as his Maker and Preferver. It is high- 
y impions to ſappoſe it poſſible for any crca- 
ture to ſupererogate, or do more in a way of 
obedience to Him, from whom he receive! 
his all, than he is under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
ons to perform for himſelf, in conſequenc* 
of his abſolute and univerſal depe 
And whatever is previouſly due from any one, 
on his own account, cannot be transferred to 
"HM 1:95 another, Wichopn TOs che feſt devoic. of 


ndence. 


© os ” RY r PEI $5 HET 


= of 


Ty when FP JW reg. ot 319. 


that db e which it is late neuen ix 
fary for him to have. Univerſal obedience, | 
in every poſhble inſtance, 1 is ſo neceflary in a 
rational creature, as ſuch, being dependent 
on God and created for his glory; that the 
omiſſion of it, in any degree, would not only be 
criminal, but expoſe to everlaſting run. 

The rigbreoufneſs, therefore, of a mere 
ereature, however highly exalted, could not 
have been accepted by the Sovereign of the 
univerſe, as. any compenſation for our dif- 
obedience. For whoever undertakes to per- 
form à viearious righteouſneſs, muſt be one 
who is not obliged to obedience on his o-π n. 
account, Conſequently, our Surety muſt be 
a Divine Perſon ;- for every mere creature is 
under indiſpenſable obligations, to-perfect and 
perpetual obedience - And, as our ſituation 
required, ſo the goſpel reveals, a Mediator 
and Substitute, thus exalted and . e 
For Jefus is deferibed a Divine Perſon, as 

one who could, without any arrogance, r 
the leaſt diftoyalty, claim independence; and 
when thus conſidered, he appears fit for the 
talk, But of ſuch a Perſon we could have 
had no-idea, without. that diſtin&ian . of Per- 
ſons in the Godhead, which the -ſcriptures re- 
real. Apgreeable to this diſtinction, we be- 
bold the rights of the Deity aſferted ang 
vindicated, with infinite majeſty and autho- 4 5 © MV 
rity in the perſon of che Fut her,; while we | 
new every divine. perfection diſplayed and 
honoured, in the moſt illuſtrious way, by 

he weg eondet enſion of the Ecernab | 


4 


g 1 2 ann Ann 
n * men, N e 
FF 


5 „ % | The | Fog 17 Crit, . 


Son By the nviliariey of Him, who, in 
his weſt ſtate of ſubjection, could claim ay 
equality with God. —Such being the dig 

of our glorious Sponſor, it was by his 6 : 
voluntary condeſcenſion, that he became in. 
carnate, and ook upon him the formt of a Her. 
_ vant. By the fame free act of his will, be 
was made under the law, to perform that 

obedience in our ſtead, to which, as a Vivine 
Perſon, he was no way obliged:. 
I he neceſſuy there was that our Surety 
ſhould be a Divine Perſon, might be further 
proved, by conſidering the infinite evil there 
is in ſin. I bat ſin is an infinite evil, ap. 
pears from hence. Every crime is more or 
leſs heinous, in proportion as we are under 
obligations to the contrary.. For the crim! 
. nality of any diſpoſition, or action, 33 
in 4 contrariety to what we ought to poſſess, 0 


perform.” IF., therefore, We hate, ober | 


or diſhonour any perſon; the fin; is always 
proportioned to the obligations we arc un. 


der, to love, honour and obey him. And 


the obligations we are under to love, honour 
and obey any perſon, are in proportion 10 
his lovelineſs, dignity, and authority. Of 
this, none can doubt. If then, infinite bc 

ty, dignity, and authority, belong to the in. 

_ menſely glorious. God; we muſt be under 
equal obligations to love, honour, and obcy 


him; and: a contrary conduct muſt: be uf: 


nitely criminal. Sin, therefore, is a viola | 
ton of infinite obligations to duty; con! 


5 ee n RU: evil, ad deſerving oi 


N r one and Ries 
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-nfinite- een Such being the mas. 
ture and aggravations attending our crimes, 
we ſtood in abſolute need of-a ſurety, the. 
worth of whoſe obedience and "ny ty 
ſhould be equal to the unworthineſs of our 
perſons, and the demerit of our diſobedience. 
If, to the evil there is in every ſin, we 
take into conſideration, the countleis millions 
of enormous crimes, that were to be expi- 
ated; the vaſt nunwer of. ſinners, that were 
to be redeemed; and the infinite weight of 
divine wrath, A 44g was to be ſaftuined ; all 
which were to be completed in a limited and 


ſhort time, in order to reconcile man to Gd 


and effect his eternal ſalvation; we ſhall have 
ſill ſtronger evidence in proof. of the point. 
Were a defence of the proper Deity of 
Chriſt my intention, the ſcriptures would fur- 
niſh me with ample matter and abundant evi - 
dence, in favour of the capital truth. For the 
names that he bears, the perfection aſcribed 
to him, the works he has done, and the 50. 


ure he has received, loudly proclaim his 


ETERNAL. Divmry.. But I wave the at- 
tempt, and en to take notice, 6 


T hat it it was neceſſary our r Surety ſhould be 
God. man, in unity of perſon. This neceſſity 
zriſes from the nature of his work, which 
s that of a mediator between God and man. : 
i he had not been a partaker of the divine 
nature, he could not have been qualified - 

dd treat with Cod; if not of the human, he 
would not have: been fit to treat with man. 


u. 22 * Chr ri. 


| Deicy alone was too FRY to treat with man; 
. alone, was too lot to treat vi 
God. "The vreraab: Son, therefore, "Hi 
our nature, that he might become a middle. 
' person ; and fo be rendered capable of laying 
his hands upon bath *, and of bringing them 
into à flare of perfect friendſhip. He could 
not have been a mediator, in regard to his 
office, if he had not been a middle-perſon, 
in reſpect to his natures.— Such is the con- 
ſtitution of his wonderful perſon; and hence 


it is that he bears the name, IMMANUEL ; 


God with ut, or in our nature. 

Ihe perfect performance of all his. offices, 
as prieſt, prophet, and king, requires this union 
of the divine, to the human nature. — As 


Prieſt. For it was neceſſary he ſhould have 


Something to. offer ; that he ſhould offer him 
zel. Bur pure Deiry could not be offered 


It was requiſite, therefore, that he {hou 0 


be man, and taken from among men, 2s 
| every other high-prieſt was —And, had he 
not been God, as he could not have had 22 
apſolute power over his own life, to lay !t 
_down and rake it up, at his pleaſure; 3 ſo the 
offering of the human nature, if not in union 
with the divine, would not have made 4 
proper atonement for our tranſgreſſions— 
would by no means have expiated that enor- 
mous load of human guilt, which was to be 


W e by him, and for Which he was to 


ſuffer. Nor could his ſufferings have been 


WO 8 an neben i in the . 1 jultice, 


— 


to chat ileterieling a which, the 
righreous Jaw threatens againſt ſin; which 
muſt have been the finner's portion, as it 
is his juſt: deſert, if ſuch a glorious Sponſor | 
had not appeared and been admitted on his 
behalf. But when we conſider that He who 
ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, was God. 
man; we cannot but look upon him, as per- 
fefily able to bear the puniſhment and per- 
form the work. For as the infinite evil of 
ſin, ariſes from the majeſty and glory of Him 
againſt whom it is committed; fo the merit 
of our Surety” s obedience and fufferings, muſt 
be equal to the dignity of his Perſon. How 
great, how tranſcendently glorious, are the 
rfections of the eternal Jehovah !.fo great. 
fo ſuperlatively excellent, is the atonement of 
the dying Jeſus : | 

As @ Prophet, For bad he not been the 
omniſcient God, he could not, without a re- 
vclation, have known the divine will reſpecting 
his people. Nor could he have had a perfect. 
acquaintance with that infinite variety of caſes, 
in which they continually ſtand in need of his 
teaching, in every age and nation. And if he 
had not been man, he could not, ſo familiar! ly, 
n his own perſon, ave revealed the divine will 
to them, 


As a King. Fe or if he had not been God, 
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he could not have ruled in the heart and been „ 


Lord of the conſcience; nor would he have 
been able to defend and provide for the church, 


in this imperfec̃t and militant ſtate. Neither e 


could he, in his own right, have diſpeated e- 
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'i WED Jem life t to FA l or e death 
A to his enemies, At the laſt day. And if he had 


not been man, he could not have been an head, 


W- either political or natural, of the ſame kind 
8 with the body to which he is united, and over 
which heis placed, as King in Zion. Conte. 


quently, he could not have ſymparhized with 
. themembers of his myſtical body, as he evident. 
ly does *. But as his wonderful Perſon is digni. 
fied with every perfection, divine and human 
as he poſſeſſes all the glories of Doity, and al 
the graces of immaculate humanity ; theſc ren. 


der him a mediator completely amiable 1 


premely glorious an adequate object of 


5 inner J e and che wane ter 8 s joy 


7 Hewes 1 it appears, at Chriſt; is a glorious, 


L -. a divine mediator ;. a mediator that has por 
Lb” with God and with man. He muſt be able, 


© therefore, to e 10 the utternigſt, to all pcr- 
fection and for ever, all that come to God by 
Him. The obcdience of ſuch a Surety mu! 
1 the law, and render it truly vene⸗ 
rable; muſt liave an excellence and a werit, 
incomparably and inconceivably great. I 
muſt be of more value than the obedience of 

all the ſaints in the world, or of all the angels 


in glory. The ſufferings underwent by ais 


0 heavenly Subſtitute, the ſacriſice offered up 
by this wonderful High-prieft ; muſt be al 


ſufcient to expiate the moſt accumulated 
_. Br 3 5 een to fave. the moſt. | horrid 


"A Heb, Il, 18. 9 15. auen a. Thee cap. 19. 


55 — Grace reigns. 325 
ranſgreſſor. For his obedience is 5 in a 
| worth, which his Perſon is in dignity. This i is "0 
infinite in glory, that boundleſs in . bl 
As the greatneſs of an offence is propor- 1 
tioned to the dignity of the perſon, whoſe 1 
honour is invaded by it; ſo the value of the 1 
ſatisfaction made, by the ſufferings of any one, 1 
muſt be equal to the excellence of the perſon 1 
ſatisfying. Sin being committed againſt in- WW: | 
| finite Majeſty, deſerved infinite puniſhment ; _ if 
the ſacrifice of Chriit is of infinite worth, - 00 
being offered by a Perſon of infinite dignity. ä 
It was the facrifice, not of a mere man, not = 
of the higheſt angel, but of IEsus the incar- mn 
nate God; of Him who is the brightneſs of 8 
| the Father s glory, and Head over all the 1 
| creation. As the infinite glory of his divine 8 
| Perſon cannot be ſeparated from his humani- 1 
9.5 ſo infinite merit is neceſſarily connected 1 
wich his obedience and ſufferings. In all that Wl. 
he did and in all that he underwent, be was = 
| the Son of God; ; as well on the crols, as be- Wl 
fore his incarnation; ; as well when he cried, - 0 i 
| My God, my God, why Hat thou forſaken me : 1 1 "i | 
| as when he raiſed the dead and reverſed the _ WT 
laws of nature. He was Jehovah's Fellow, © i 
when he felt the ſword of juſtice awake upon : "0 
bim; he thought it no robbery to aſſert an "m8 
equa) ity with God, even when he was faſten- l 
ed to the bloody tree and expired under Aa 
curſe .Was the ſiu for which he ſuffered _ wy 
_-- infinitely evil? the Perſon who atisficd is in- 
i We excellent. Did an infinite Object! ſuf⸗ 5 
| Lech. Al. „ Philip, ii. 6, 8. Gal. hit, 14, 15 
® "7 
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The ann 7 chen. WE 


fer in bis bedr by our offences ? the ü in. 


jury is repaired by an infinite Subject making 


an atonement for them. Our ſin is infinite, 
in reſpec of the Object; our ſacrifice is in 


finite, in regard to tlie Subject. ee 
conſidered our Surety, as the Man his Tell. 

when he ſmote him; we ſhould confider in 
under the Fame exalted character, when we 


believe on him and plead him before God 
—* Here is firm footing, here is ſolid rock,” 


In the divine dignity of the Redeemer”s per. 

ſon, and the conſummate perfection of 1 
_. work; there is an everlaſting baſis laid, 
faith, the aſſurance of faith, the full afſurs ran 
f faith A baſis, firm, as the pillars of na. 


ture; immoveable, as the eternal throne, 
_ Whereas, if, with the Socinians, we ſurpol 


that Jeſus had no exiſtence before bis concep. 
tion in the womb of the virgin, and ſo look 
upon him as a mere man, or if, with the Arians, 
we imagine him to be a kind of uper-angeli 
Ipirit, united to an human body; yea, thougl 
we ſhould compliment him, as ſome of then 


have done with aſcribing all diviue jerfec 
tions to him, except eternity and {elf-ex1/icnt 


„Which is abſurdly impious; yet we rob lin 
ok proper Deity, we make him a dep-ndeit 
Being, we reduce him to the rank of cr 

_ tures, and deprive. ourſelves of that founds- 
tion of confidence in him, which his tric chu 
klacter affords. For we can never perſuad: 
\ _ . ourſelves, that the ſufferings of a mers d 
1 15 tare, for 10 ſhort a time, could be acceptc: by 


„ Cuannocs 3 Werl vol. + 2 255, yoo, Tor, 902. 
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|: deny, that he made ſatisfaction for. fin ro 
dine juſtice. Thus far they are conſiſtent, 
and what they effect ro be called rational. 


W our any ſatisfaction made ſor their-crimes, 


W his revealed character. As ſuch we muſt 


S {cape the wrath to come. 


ö divine power, being only the effects of the 


chouſand grains, is the ſame thing to omni- 


uo real comparative greatneſs, in any ſuch 
% „„ es 
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tlie moſt high and holy God, as a righteous: 
Compenfation 10 his law and juſtice, for the 
las of innumerable millions of hell-deſerving 
trayſgreſſors. Hence it is, that they who den 
me cternal Godhead of Chriſt, in general 


But they would do well to conſider, whether. 
mey are able to ſatisfy juſtice themſelves; or 
W how they can expect admiſſion into the king - 
dom of glory, by the ſin-avenging God, with 


For, certain it is, that He who governs the 
univerſe, is inflexibly ast, as well as divine 
erciful. The just God and the . Sovicur, is 


ow, him and traſt in him, if we would: =o 


Here let the reader admire and adore the 
Loe of the eternal Father, and the conde/cen- 

isn of the divine Son. — The love of the eternal 

Father. For the glorious Perſon deſcribed, is 
the Son of God, and the Father's gift to ſin- 
ul men. In compariſon with whom, all erca- 
n lures and all worlds beſtowed upon us for an 
WF nheritance, would be trifling and next to no- 
ching. For all created things are <qually eaſy 


| imple will of God. The formation of an an- 
Nel or an inſect, of a thouſand ſyſtems or a 


potence, For which reafon, there could be 
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"20 . | The Peron of Christ, | 


red not His OWN SON, but delivered hin up for 


give us all things ? Here divine love appears 0 
the utmoſt advantage : here it ſhines in all it its 
glory. For its rich donation is infinitely £x- 
cellent, and the bleſſedneſs reſulting fr om it, 


— — 


we Obſeure its glory, we weaken its force, 
nay, we deſtroy its very being. 


| He 400 2005 in the form of God and thong, 
no robbery 10 be equal with God ; that te 
wWhom angels obey, that He whom fer: pus 
adore, and before Wem they veil their faces; 


nels, or as dazzled with the blaze of his inf 


nite glories—that He ſhould become n, 
take upon him the form of a ſervant, perto:in 


mw. f t * ſhould ig dic for inneres, 0 
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in If, therefore, the eternal God Won * 
manifeſt his love to an uncommon degree ; If Aa 
he would declare his perfe&ions and oratity Ml ir 
| His mercy, in bleſſing his offending creatnr:s. it 


ſo as to have an appearance of daing violence WR 7 


to himſelf; it muſt be by giving his only 6: 0 
gotten Son, who is One in nature and, equal in W 


glory with him— by giving him to be their hi 


ſubſtitute, their propitiation and faviour. 2 7 01 


this view, how great the propriety, how (tri. 
king the beauty of that ſaying ; He that cpu. 


us all, *how ſhall he not with him als» jrec!y 


18 ab e and eternal. Such is that view 
1 the goſpel gives, of divine, redeemin? 
But if we reject the Deity of C Hriſt. 


The condescenſi on of the divine Son. To 
as conſcious of their own comparative mean · 


obedience, and ſubmit to death, even the 
moſt infamous death of the croſs, is ama ng 


WH ann | Grace reigns. 1 329 00 


his -nemies, 134 pour out his blood for ſuch 
as were in actual rebellion againſt him, is un- 
ſpeakably more amazing! Theſe are demon- 
{trative proofs, that the Lord Redeemer is as 
much luperior to his creatures in the riches 
of his grace, as he is in the depths of his 
wiſdom, nor the acts of his power. Let all the 0 
heavens adore him! and ler all the children 1 
of men be filled with wonder, and burn with - 
gratitude! For this glorious Redeemer, is ac- 
| cellible by ſinners; Was deſigned for ſinners; 
and on them his power and grace are mage. 


nifie 


Let the ſinner, then, he GR, is FP A ee : 
| of nothing but-miiery and wretchednels about 

him; flee to the all · ſuſfſicient Mediator; truſt - 
in him as mighty to ſave; and divine veracitj 
has engaged, that he ſhall not be diſappointed 
in his expectations. As a divine Perſon, He 
muſt be able ro--at agreeable to every cha- 
racler he bears; perfectly qualified to execute 
every Mice he has undertaken; nor can he 
be in the leaſt deficient in any of thoſe rela- | 


tions, in which he. {tands to his people. 


Let us repoſe, therefore, the moſt eee e 
confidence in his atonement and interceſſion, as 

our Priest look to him alone for inſtruction, 
as our Prophet: be ſubject to him, and expect 
protection from him, as our King. Let us, as 


in duty bound, manifeſt the moſt fervent love 


ta him, as our Redeemer ; yield him the moſt . 
cordial obedience, as our Lord, addreſs him 
wich the higheſt honours, and pay him the 


ſublimeſt worth. as our God. And let fuch 
| E 3 
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1s deny his proper Deity be careful leſt they 
* periſh in their gainſaying ; and- too late ac. 
knowledge, that He is ovur ALL, GOD 
| BLESSED FOR 8 


which is conferred on the human nature, 
the Perſon of the great Mediator. For it i 
in everlaſting union with the Son of God; 
is now ſeated on a throne of light; is the 
moſt glorious of all creatures, and the cter: 
nal ornament of the whole creation. Yes, 


hands you have intruſted your ſoul, ſtill wear: 


and was laid in the grave; that very {oul, 
which ſuffered the keeneft anguiſh, and wi: 


pe; perſons, ad be ae of their beſt its 
0 tereſts. . 


Once more: Let my reader contemphate Con 


with wonder and joy, the infinite ho! 110U? 
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believer, He on whom you rely, in wh 
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your nature while be pleads your caule, WW fav: 
That very body which hung on the ca 


exceeding sorrowful even unto death; arc nov, v. 


and ever will be, in cloſe connection with the und 
Godhead. Myſterious ineffable union | bg to | 
With wonder and replete with comfort Hon W wit] 
egncouraging it is to conſider, that as G ': 
-ftill clothed with humanity ; that very hum 

- viry, in which he ſuffered afflictiens and trial 


of every kind and every degree; he ca Wi vin 


forget his tempted, deſpiſed, Micted people, Ch: 
e E018. militar t ſtate. in himſelf he fecs het fr: 
image; in his hands he beholds their names, Ich 
He feels for them, he ſuffers. with them He 


he never will, he never can overlook the 


5 Pfal. 11. 12. . in. $4 | Th | . 
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| Grace oe ; 

AVING ide x view. of the -vdniituble 
conſtitution of rhe Perſon of Chriſt, and: 

of his qualifications for the work of a Media- 
vor, ariſing from his perſonal excellencies, con- 


eeigns, and in virtue of which he penn her 
favours. | 

Grace reigns, 1055 the oracle of Mere, 
THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS. MAighteousneſs,. 


W o/c of that obedience which the Redeemer, 
under the character of a ſurety, performed 


with all thoſe bitter ſufferings which he un- 


Through this obedience grace reigns, in a 


ferable ſinners, and meets with the zruth of 


of the law, appears in raking vengeance on 


aer, as is productive of ſubſtantial and Jaſt- 


Plal, Ax. 10. 


The Work of Chrift, Te” 3 


buen the Work of Chriat, ners which: 
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W fidered as IMMANUEL 3 we muſt now advert 
W to that perfect work, through which grace 


in this place, underſtand as including the 


so the preceptive part of the law; together 
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derwent, in conformity to its penal ſanction. 
way ſtrictly conformable to the rights of di- 
vine juſtice. By this moſt perfect work of 
Chriſt, the tendereſt mercy is ſhewed to mi- 


jchovah's righteous threatenings againſt ſin. 
Here the Vighteousness of God, as the giver 


in, as a tranfgreſſion of it; in ſuch a man- 


ing peace to the ner. Happy expedient : 
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Wonderful grace Bet let us a nttle n more doc 


mity to the divine law. Whatever the |:y M | 
- demanded, as duty, that the adorable cus 5-0: 


| being perfectly holy, the, pr inciple of tis ae 


| {OG particularly. conſider, the nature and excclicn. vin 
. 85 of this Evangelical righteouſneſs. 


As to its nature + It is a complete con. tra. 


performed in its fulleſt extent. His 14:4. Wl ſigr 


tions was abſolutely pure; the end for which plet 


he did them entirely right; while the , . 


of them and vulè of their performance, were 


without any. deficiency. -- Whatever thc law, E of 


made a curse. He, ſuffered—ainazing loye | 


Which the malice of men, or the . ſubrilty 
of. devils; could invent or inflict; and, what 


conſidered as broken, threatened by ps of WW qua 


puniſhment againſt the.. offender ; to that h WI i: i 
_ ſubmitted and that he willingly bore, in mn 


its ſeverity. For he vas made ſin; he wa: 


unparalleled condeſcenfſion !—He ſuffered i WF tis: 
greatest ſhame, the moſt excruciating ms But 


was infinitely. more, he wrath of, God. And. 


though the. duration. of his ſufferings was WW i: i; 


Sox of God and Lok b of. GLory, who bled. 
and died, under . every circumſtance of it 
deny and pain; all the dreadful monumeats WF row 
ol divine juſtice, inflicted on rhe ſons of vic- Wl 

lence and rebellion in palt ages, and trau u- 
tte to poſterity in the moſt authentic records ; 
all the miſery that awaits the diſobedient and 
3 licentious World, and is denounced in the 


comparatively ſhort, yet for this che in fue WB -/ 
dignity of his Ferſon was a full compenſa. is 


tion. - When we conſider, that it was he 
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through which Grace reigns. 333 


| book of God ; cannot raiſe our ideas of the 
vindichve juſtice of the great Sovereign ſo 
high, as a remembrance of the bitter, though 
tranbtory, ſufferings of the divine Jeſus. 
| The excellenctes of this rightcoutnets appear 
om the characters it bears in holy writ. To 
| ſignify its unſpotted purity, it is called ine li. 


den, clean and white, To denote its eom- 


pleteneſs, it is called a robe. To hold forth 
itz exquiſite beauty, richnets, and glory, it is 
called cloathing of wrought gold, and raiment 
8  ncedle-work, And, to point out its une- 
aalled excellency, it is called the bert robe. 
9 It is better than the robe of innocence, with 


which our firſt parents were cloathed before 4 


the fall; yea, better than the righteouſnels of 
angels 1 in glory. For theirs. is but the obe- 
| dience of mere creatures, dependent beings. 
But this—which is the higheſt epithet that 
language can give—this is 2% RIGHTEOUS» 
Nuss or GOD, Its nature and properties 


are ſuch, that the Lord himſelf ſeems to glory UI 


in it \ frequently calling it, His rightecus ness“. 
Again : : It is an everlastinz righteouſneſs +. 
It is a robe, the beauty of which will never 
he tarniſhed ; a garmeut, that will never de- 
ay, and cloathing that will never wear oz. 
When millions of ages have run their awple 
round, it will continue the fame that it was. 
the firſt day it came into uſe ; and when mit. | 


Rev, $i, 8. lla. Ja 10. pl. xlv. 43, 14. Luke xv. 22 

2 Cor. v. 21. Rom, x 3. Jer. xxiii. 6, Ila. Alvi. 33. and Ii. , 

6,8. and 1 I ES : 
I Dan, ix. #4, | 
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| Hons more are ed. there will 15 no alter. 


tr, and glory, will be laſting as the lightof . 
Ml the new Jeruſalem; e as the eternal 2 
8 Inheritance. | e . 
Further: It is a righecüſneßt already ber. nap 
"A. I is net ſomething now to be whe, 
_ wrought, by the operations of the Spirit o: Wi _ 
Chriſt in us. No; it was completed, th. Aa 
roughly completed, when the divine Re. 5 
deemer cried ; It is fniſbed, and gave up thy Oi 
bos. — But here, many perſons fall into a f. 5 al 
aal miſtake. Ready they are to imagine, that TY 
ſiners are accepted of God, in virtue of a r 
righteouſneſs wrought in them, and perform: Wy 
| ed by them, through the aſſiſtance of the ver) 
Holy Spirit: which affiſtance, they ſuppoſe, Chr 
was purchafed for them by the death of ic 
Chriſt, for that purpoſe. But, ſo long as this cn 
is the caſe, they never can-experience wi! t get 
is to be in a juſtified ſtate, Beſides, when the WW tric 
dleſſed Jeſus died, he did not do [ſomething {ond 
to aſſiſt our weak, but willing endeavours, 10 gen 

| fave ourſelves; he did not lay in a proviſen Wil © 
of grace, or purchaſe the Spirit for us, by F 
which the effects of enfeebled nature 1 1080 
be ſupplied, and we rendered capable of per. ke 
forming the condition of our juſtification. min 
But, at that awful and ever-memorable pc. atre 
' riod, when he bowed his head and expired; whe 
e by himſelf alone, perfectly finiſhed that def 
- righteouſneſs, which is the proper condition to | 
and the grand requiſite of our juſtification—— *x 


'T es the Wien of 9 and tr uth, 8 


 #hrough' which Grace reigns. 3388 


to any, is a fruit, a precious fruit of the death, 
reſurrection, and glorification of Chriſt, is 
freely acknowledged; but that He died to 
purchaſe the Spirit, to work in us any part of 
that righteoufneſs, on account of which we 
re accepted of God, muſt be denied. For 
the principal work of the Spirit, in the oeco- 
nomy of grace, Jeſus himſelf bearing witneſs, 
ids teſtify of him, and reveal his glory to the 
conſcience. He ſhall testify of me. He hall 
| clorify me; for He ſball receive f Mine, aud 
(hall fhew. it unto you *. Nor does the Spirit 
of truth act as a anctiſtier, till in order of na- 
ure, we are perfectly ſustifed and when 
atified, he effects our ſanctification by that 
very truth, Which reveals the obedience of 
Chriſt as à finiſhed work. - To think other- 
vile, is according to the Popifli ſcheme, which _ 
con founds juſtification and ſanctiſcation to- 
gether; hut it is very far from being the doe- 
trie of the apoſtles, and is alſo contrary to the 
ſentiments of our firſt Reformers, and all their 
genuine ſucceſſors, both at home and abroad. 
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But notwithſtanding what has been ſaid, 
concerning the matchleſs excellence of the 
Kedeemer's righteouſneſs; the reader, whoſe _ 
mind is enlightened to behold}. the defects 
| atrending' his own beſt performances, and 
| hoſe conſcience is affected with a ſenſe of 
| deſerved wrath, will, peradventure, be ready 
o ay: „ As to the glorious nature and ſu. 

* perlative excellence of this obedience, there 


© John xv. 26, and xvi. 14. 1 Cor. ij, 12. 
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336 and wa Mork of Christ, 


7 is. no Fe | But, i is ir free for the Pure 5 


#06 Is it not rather deſigned | for thoſe who are 


6. Tonk e way qualified for it, by a ſet of holy 


e principles, and a ſeries of pious © 


e ſuch as are diſtinguiſhed from the alioge. 
ther worthleſs and vile ? Is there any poſi 
_ + bility for a miſerable finner, an obnoxious 
“ wretch; one whoſe tranſgreſſions are great 
and corruptions ſtrong, to partake of it, 


, and be made happy by it? and if there be, 


« which is the way ?“ —To theſe folicitons 
and intereſting. enquiries, the oraclcs of God 


- fomnith: us with a copious and ſubſtantial an- 


| fer. They inform us, that there is anther 


cxcellency attending it, Which has a particular 


reſpect to the manner of its communication ; 
and, therefore, ought by , no means to be 


e e + Bleſſed be God! the uncrring 


word warrants me to aſſert, that this rightc- 
ouſneſs is abzolutely free. It was wrougit tor 


the inner ; it was deſigned for the furner ; ; ard. 


is freely beſtowed on the wilest of ſinners. . 
is not matter of bargain, or the ſubjcet 9 


ale; it is not propoſed on, I know not what, 


conditions; as the performing ſome ArGuons 
courſc of duties, or the attaining ſome notabie 

qualifications ; but is a free gift *. Grace, as 
" a ſovereign, is exalted to confer it; and 
grace, we 1 979 deals only with the un 
5 As a gift it is imparted; as 2 wy 
therefore, it muſt be received; aud, a3 for 
an abſolutely free gift, the poſſeſſor of it 
| ought to be thaukful.--——From theſe conſ- 
dcrations we may with confidence affirm, 


* Row, v. Is, 16, 17 
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"at che to Ander, the obnixious creature ; "Þ 
he who feels himſelf in a periſhing condition, 
and is conſcious that he deſerves no favour ; - 
has the ſtrongeſt encouragement given him 
to rely om it, as ene, for his juſtification, 
and free for his uſe. - Yes, diſconſolate ſin- 
'ner, you have no reaſon to heſirate, whether 
you have a right to receive it and call it your 


own. Believing the teſtimony which God 


proclaims your welcome to Chriſt, and eter- 


lieve in him. 


oppoſition to that deſeription which. Mojes 


thus it addreſſes the anxious enquirer. Say 


he had not perfectiy paid the debt, for which, 
as a ſurety, he became reſponſible ; avd recei- 


Faber; an 2 acquitrance in full, for himſelf and 


has given of his Son, you receive it and en- 
joy the comforts ariſing from it. Heaven 


nal faithfulneſs inſures ſucceſs to all gs be- 


Once more: by a Genre of touchy com- 
mon in the ſeripture, this righteoaſneſs is re- 
preſented as ſeating... Doubtle is, then, fo _ 
noble a righteouſneſs muſt have a charming 
aaguage. Let us attend to the purport of it - _ 
II is conſidered, by Paul, as ſtanding in direct 


gives, 'of the righteouſneſs of the law ; and 


mt in thy heart; Who ſhall aſcend into heaven? 

that ig, to bring Chriſi down from above; as 
though he had not appeared in human na- 
tare, to perform a righteonſneſs for the juſti- 
fication of ſinners, Nor does it bid thee en- 
quire, Who ball descend into the deep ? that is, 
| fo 1 1p Chritt again from the deud; as if 


ved in his reſurrection, from the hand of his 
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No his people; | fit what "ath it, what then 13 
its language? The word of the goſpel, Which 
reveals this righteouſneſs, is nigh thee, in 
and wretched as thou art. Even fo near, 1; 
tdoẽ be in thy mouth to proclaim its excellence 
and in thy heart to enjoy its comforts; 7/4; i; 
* the word, the doctrine of faith, nobict 106 
We. preach.” And it further informs us, 7h; 53 
By thou ſbalt conſess, with thy mouth, the Lord 7 
us, as dying an accurſed death for thy 7: _ 
demption; and /halt believe in thine heart thi 
Cod hath raited him from the dead, as a divine 
teſtimony that the atonement made was 
cepted, and for thy juſtification ; thou ſhall le 
'_ seaved from eternal miſery, and exalted to the 
1 Joys of heaven. 
Here we have the language of; this divine 
righteonſueſs deſcribed, both negatively and 
poſitively. Negativeſy: We are not com- 
manded by it, to do ſome arduous work in 
Ss der to obtain acceptance; nor are we ur. equi 
rod to do any thing at all, for that purpose. 
For believing in Christ, which is here men. 
tioncd, is, in the buſineſs of Juſtification, 5 
poſed to works and doings of every kind . 
Ihe faith here deſigned, is to be con{iere!, 
Ads the receiving of Chriſt and bis rigl:cout 
ness; or, as a dependence on him alone fe. 
wr falvarion. - Believing the goſpel-repor:, "Me 
receive the atonement; we enjoy the con. 
A tort ; ;. and have the carnelt ow future Slory. 
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But as the awakened ſinner is ever diſpoſed 
to imagine, that he maſt do tome great thing 

in order to obtain the pardon of fin and peace 
for his conſcience; therefore the language of 
this righteouſneſs is alſo deſcribed poſitively.” _ 
Here it declares, that the obedience, by which 
alone there is favour with God and an hope 
of happineſs, is already performed ; and, that 
the anxious enquirer is not left to a dubious 
peradventure, how he may come at it; for 
it is brought near him in the word of grace, 
with a free welcome to rely on it and uſe it 
as his own, to the everlaſting honour of its 


— — 
—— — — 
— > — 


dine 88 5 
| Before we take our leave of this inſtruc. 
tive text, we may obſerve, by a compariſon _ 
of what the apoſtle ſays about the righteous- 
neis of faith, with what Moſes ſays concerning 
bc righteousness of the lau; That whoever _ 
thinks of doing any good work, as the condi- 
tion of life, is ignorant of that * obedience 
which the goſpel reveals; is under the law, as 
a covenant; is a debtor to perform the 
whole; and, as a breaker of it, is obnoxious 
to its awful curſe. This is his caſe even 
when, with the phariſce in the parable, he 
gives thanks to God for ailiſting.him to per- 
form tlie ſuppoſed condition, Whether great 
or mall. For the righteouſneſs of the la, 
| and the righteouſneſs of faith, here diſtin- 
guiſhed, are directly oppoſed. This is evi- 
dent from the ſcope of the place in general; _ 
and, eſpecially, from 75 adverſative but, with _ 
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e What is ſaid about che righteouſa 
9 "= faith, is introduce. = 


? 


Nor is this excellent obedience leſs 00 


Nt to the ſinner than perfect in itſelf. For herc 
we behold that holy law, which we have. 
broken, highly honoured ; and that Lanny 


iſtice, which we have offended, completely 


5 ſatisficd. By this righteouſneſs the believer |} 
is acquitted from every. charge, is perfedily 
'  Juſtified, and ſhall be eternally faved in this 
cConſummate work, Jehovah declares 2 
well pleaſed “, and in it all the glories f 
__ Godhcad ſtüne.— 1 es, the obedience f wr 
\*. - adorable Sponſor, is great as the wiſdom of 


God could deviſe ;; perfect, as infinite recti. 


-. ade itſelf could demand. Excellent rigntc- 
o0uſgeſs! Who would not with Paul, defirs 
to be found in it ? and who, that is conſcio s 

ol an intereſt in it, can ceaſe to-admirc 21: 


adore, the grace that provided, and the Ba. 
viour that wrought it? 


And is the Obedience of the Lord Re- 
deemer, ſo glorious f in its nature, ſo exceticn 


in its properties, ſo free in the manner 0! 
communication to the ſinner, and fo chen. 
_ tively, uſeful to all who poſſeſs it? W. __ en 


couragement, then, has hy miſerable, finnci 


- to look to it! How fafely may he confide 3 in 
ir as all-ſufficient to juſtify his ungodly ſoul: 
For, be the demands of the divine Jaw and 
_ infinite juſtice ever ſo great, or numerous, of 
dreadful; the work of Chrilt completely an 


wers them all. There | is greater: efficacy in 


1 . | Waiah Zhi. 21, 


CLONE * 


through which Grace reigns. 95 3 1 


* grace of God, thd thi work of his! incar- 
nate Son, to jultify and fave from deſerved 
deſtruction, than there can be in the offence 
of the .cregture, to expoſe to it. 

Nor can it ſeem ſtrange that the work of 
Chriſt ſhould be thus efficacious. For, God 
the Son performed it, in the capacity, and 

under the character of a ſurety. God the 
Father declares his delight in it, and treats as 
children all thoſe that are veſted with it. 
And it is the principal buſineſs of God the 
Ho Spirit, as a guide and a comforter, to 
eſti of it. So that every other gr e 
neſs, in compariſon with it, is quite inſignifi- 
cant. If ſet in competition with it, is viler 
than droſs, and worſe than nothing. The 
faints of old declared, that they would go 
forth in the strength f the Lord, and make | 
mention of this righteouſness, even of this only. 
Yes, in this righteouſneſs, Chriſtians in all 
ages have gloried, both living and dying, as 
the only ground of their hope. In this moſt 
perfect obedience, believers here are exalted, 
and the ſaints in light triumph. For the 
Work finiſhed on the croſs, is the burden of 
their ſongs.-—— But who can point out all its 
beauties ? Who can ſhew forth half its praiſe ? 
For, after all that has been written or ſaid 
about it, by prophets or apoſtles, here on 
earth; aſter all that has been ſung or can be 
conceived, by ſaints or angels in the world of 
glory; we may affert that, conſidered under ö 
ts divine character, THE R1GHTEOUSNESS OF  _ |] 
JEHOVAH, it 77 all POE: 8 ko 
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The N of the. heavenly World mul 
be conſcious, that their loftieſt ry though. 
expreſſed with ſeraphic ardour and the moſt. 
rapturous devotion ; fall vat Fort of dif 


90 0 When Gabriel n theſs glorious things, 
ä 2 He nes and ſummoas ah his Krings“ 


% 


1 r* * * . ; 1 * 5 0 7 I 8 
ke F % e * 9 9 7 : > þ 1 


reign of Grace. 


Such is the - bliſsful ate, to- Which Grace, as 


| a bovereign, iufallibly brings her ſubjects, 
through the. perſon and work of Immanuel. 

In order to aflifſt our feeble and contracted 
minds, in forming, ſome faint ideas of this 
| ſupreme. bleſkedneſs, and te inform us Who 
a enjoy it: it is compared, in the ſacred 
Writings, to the moſt delightful and glorious 

| things which come under our notice in the 
| Preſent world, Fer inſtance: To denote its. 


Concerning the ConsUMMATION of the glorious . 


8 


As divine grace is glorious in ie and 
FN. infinitely. ſuperior to all that is called 
by that name, or ean be exerciſed,” among 
men; and as the way in which it reigns is 
abſolutely withaut a parallel, and ſuch as Will 
- for ever endear- it to all who are intereſted in 
it ; ſo the end of its benign: agency and trium- 
phant government is equally glorious ; for it - 
is eternal life, ETERNAL; LIFE! | reviving | © | 
thought! This is the end which God deſigns, _ 
in ſubordination to his .own glory, in all his 
gracious - diſpenſations towards his people. 
The exprefive, phraſe is uſed in ſcripture to 

| hgvity, An everlaſting /iate of camplete holineſs . 
and conſummate. happineſs, inthe viſion and fru- 
tion of Gd, in all his per/ons and perfection. 
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1 1 344 1 "The Cnjunnetin 


Rte 1 WTR delighrs, it is ale para. 


die ®, in ulluſion to the garden of Fen 
For, at God's right-hand are pleasures for ever. 
more. To ſignify its grandeur, magnificence 
and glory, it is called a crown and a hinge 
dom f. As a crown, it*is unfading and in- 
corruptible. To intimate that none ſhall en- 
joy it, but in virtue of the Redeemer's obe. 
dience, it is denominated, a crown of righie. 


© outs. 1. It is alſo called, a crown of life, 


and a crown of glory ||. As a kingdom, it is 
| boundleſs ; was prepared for believers 5:/r: 
. the foundation of the world, and is the Fig. 
dam of their Father 4; who beſtows it upou 
them here, in right to e hereafter, | in 
the perfect enjoyment. Jo aſcertain its per. 
petuity, it is called an 23 ting kingdom 4. 
while they who enjoy it, are called Ainge, arc 

ſaid to git upon thrones, aud to reign in lie. 
lo inform us who ſhall poſſeſs it, and in 


9 what way, it is called an inheritance 4+. "0 
| Iy denoting, that none but the children © 


God ſhall ever enjoy it; for a gervant, cou. 
ſidered as ſuch, cannot inherit ff. We aut 
therefore, be 'the ſons of the Higheſt, by 
0 ae and e before 3 we can oaks en. 


Licks: xxiii. 1 2 Cor. Xli. 1 4 | 175 | 
+ 1 Cor- ix. 25, Matt. LRV; 200; 0 5 
wp . 1 1 Tim. i IV. 8. 5 ore 
I James i. 12. 1 Pet. v. 4. 
8 EI att. xiii. 42. me xxv. 3 
1 Pet. i. 11. by ig 
Rev. i. 6. and v. 10. 400 my 21» Rom. v I 
tf 1 Pet. i. 4 Rf 


541 1 viit- 35% (Gal: i iv · 0. 


ot the e ghrins Fu of Grace... "i 33 Pa 


pect the enjoyment of the heavenly Parri- 
mony. For, however diligent che ſons of 
God may be, in keeping his commands and 
performing his will; they will not poſſeſs it 
ander the notion of a reward of duty, or as. 
wages for their Work; but under the idea of 


| agifr by Way, of legacy, and is bequearked to 
them in the everlaſting teſtament of our Lord: 
jeſus Chriſt, According. to thoſe. words; 


| dim +, The kingdom ismoſt glorions, the in- 
kericance moſt free to the children. of God, and 
| abſolately unalienable. 
Nor are the heirs of this baundich” bliſs 
Without ſome prelibations, or joyful foretaſtes 
| of it, in this life. Faith being, as the 4s 8 
| defines it, he substance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of thing. not geen ; they anticipate, 
in tome degree, the joys of the upper world. 
| lo the preſent ſtate, they receive the carne alt 
| of their future ioheritance, . and rejoice in 
| hope of the full fruition. Yea, at fome bright 
| terte they reſoice with joy unsprakable, and 
| full of glary. He that beheveth hath everlast- 
ing life, in the promiſe and carueſt of it. Ha- 
| ving fled for refuge to lay hold an the hope tat 
befare them ;- thoſe two immutable things, the 
promiſe and the oath of God, in either of 
winch it is. impe ble Fg him 10 be; afford + 
* Rom, vi. 23˙. 
+ Luke xxii 29: Thus the' 1 Mer: ren · 
Lers and interprets the paſſage Ozcon. 1. 3 c. 10. 13 . 
To the fame. purpoſe  Beza ard e render the 
| Need 1 99175 on. the eee. . 
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And I appoint, by tesrament, unto you 'a bing-. g 
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50 55 346 1 The Conrummation 


dem aw! 0 Wot refoblitig'; their fiat 


- preſervation and eternal happineſs. Living 
by faith on the dying, the aſcended Redeemer, 
ns their ſurety and ſacrifice, their righteouſne(; 
and advocate; and viewing the ſtability of the 
promiſe, the covenant, the oath of Jehovah; 

they have the greateſt aſſurance; that, hen 


Chriſt who is their life ſhall appear, they alſo 


N appear with him in glory. 


The future happineſs of believers may be 


conſidered, either as it is enjoyed by the Sepa- 


rate spirit, before the reſurrection and the 


. laſt judgment 5 Or by the ca and body united, 


atter that awful period is come, uf thoſe 
grand events have taken place. 
_ ſeparate ſpirits of the ſaints are poſſeſſed of 

thought and conſciouſneſs, and that they en. 


- That the 


= joy ineffable bliſs in communion with Jeſus 
their exalted Head; are truths manifeltly 


cContained in the unerring word. Soon 2s 


that myſterious union, which ſubſiſts between 
the ſoul and the body in the preſent ſtate, is 

diſſolved by death; the ſoul, being made 
perfectly free from the very being of tn, 
immediately enters into glory. Death, to thc 
ſiaints, ſo far from being a penal evil, is num: 
bered among their privileges, and makes one 


article in their comprehenſive inventory of 
duvine bleſſings “. 


Death is the gate by which 
they enter che heavenly manſions prepared 
for chem; in the poſſeſſion of which they 


19 1 delights Sal FOR not —— 


7 2 Cor, fl. 28. 
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N of the glorious Reign F | Grace. 


while in this mortal Bate: | 


and to be with Chrift, which is far better; in- 


foitely preferable to all that can be eds bed i 


on this fide the grave. 


The ſame incomparable PR, and infallible 7 


teacher ſays ; Whil/t we are at home in the body 


we are absent from ihe Lord: at the fame time 


declaring, that it was far more eligible to him 


and his pious cotemporartes, to be abrent from 


Now, 


the body and present with the Lord *. 


if the apoſtle's words have any a, and if ; 
their meaning be at all intelligible ; we can- 


not fſuppoſe he ever once imagined, that his 


foul, after its ſeparation from the body, would 3 
fleepy, unconſcious, inactive ſtate, till 
the found of the archangel's trumpet ſhould 


lie in a 


awaken it; which notion is, by ſome, warmly 


eſpouſed. For, in ſach a ſlate of abſolute in- 5 
ſenſibility, he 89610 not, with any propriety, 
be faid to be with Christ, or to enjoy the pre- 


rence of Go. Before the diſſolution of his 


body he could rejoice in che light of Jeho- _ 
vah's countenance, and had much ſweet com- 


munion with his God ; was indulged with 


bright: manifeſtations of the divine favour, 


ind could exult in the certain proſpect of a 


bliſsful immortality ; all which, according to 


the Heeping scheme, he inſtantly Toft by death. 


Under ſche deprivation of which he muſt con- 
tinue for a long, long ſeries of years; even 


till the voice 91 e Manet and the,” a- 
Fer Bb ek. y- 6, 105 | | 
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| larminy F craſh 5 Aa ling world, ſhall rally mi 
his diſipated, and Aten his drowſy Powers oh 
into act; and ſo bring him into a ſecond cn. te 
. joyment of himſelf and his God. How un. pr 

comfortable ſuch a A to the real chr. tre 


tian! nt. 3 
That the departing bs of ihe children I in; 
1 0 ' af" God emer immediately into happineſs, MI fir 
might be proved from a great variety of divine Wl he 
* teſtimonies. Among which there are few £ 
more appoſite, than that which, contains ihe WJ « 
"2 remarkable and gracious anſwer of [clus MW 
to the converted 7hief, when they were both 
on the verge of the unſeen world. Perily, 1 
bay unto thee, To- day ſhalt thou be with | me it 
| paradise *.—Theſe words include a very par- 
ticular anſwer to the requeſt of che expiring 
penitent, Who prayed thar Chriſt would 7e. 
member him. As if our Lord had ſaid ; © | 
<< will. not ww remember thee, as absont ; 
e for, verily, thou ſhalt be <vi7h me in the 
% everlaſting manſions, ro behold my glory. 
And as the dying petitioner, defired his reque! 
i be granted, when the bleeding ſcſos 
"ſhould enter into his kingdom; the ſuffering. 
Saviour certificd him, not ouly of the 50. 
L  Wwherehe was to reign, which he calls paradi 
b hut alſo of the time when he was to enter on 
_ the poſſeſſion of his kingdom, ſignified by, 
dec. Nor is it unworthy of notice, hat 
3 7 this promiſe was made, the day was 
half elapſed ;. for it was about the fixth hour, 
or the noon of the Ty” Vet Chriſt Tas 
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mile him the joys of paradiſe beide it con- 
cluded ; knowing that rey, mould, in the in⸗ 
terim, both make their exit. And as the. 
promiſe made to the thief, was ſo very ex- 
traordinary, and the perſon to whom it was 
made being in ſuch circumſtances and bear- 
ing ſuch an infamous character; Jeſus con- 
firmed it with the aſſeveration, Verily. As if 
he had faid, © I, the Amen, who am truth i it⸗ 
« ſelf, ſolemnly declare, that What F have 
« promiſed ſhall certainly be fulfilled this day.” 
The different punctuation and ſenſe of the. 
text, given by thoſe who adopt rhe lceping 
ſcheme, appear far- fetched, ſtrained, and je- 
juae, They contend, that the words onght 
thus to be pointed; I gay unte thee to-day, 
thou ſhalt be with me in paradise. As if our 
Lord had not the leaſt intention to fix the 
ime, when the converted malefactor ſhould 
behold his glory; but only declared, by the 
expreſſion to-day, the certainty of what he 
promiſed.— But, to this forced, unnatural, 
and iuſipid interpretation of the paſſage, it 
may be objected That as the thief could not 
be ignorant of the {ime, when the gracious _ 
Pran was made; ſo he had no occaſion to 
bave that particnlar diſtinguiſned and confirm- 
ed in ſo ſolemn a manner, Nor is it the ex- 
pieſion, to-day, but the word, verily, which 
Fit licates the truth of What was affirmed, and 
the certainty of enjoy ing the promiſed blefling. 
Vor as the, to-day, in our Lord's anſwer, de- 
notes a determinate time; Jo | it e core 
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reſponds t to. the when, in the thief' peti 
tion “. : 


wi his Socinian kirporkidis appears, not only 


uncomfortable to the chriſtian, and antiscripic. 
ral to the impartial examiner of the lacred 
records, but alſo unphilozophical. For, as thc 


_ ſou} is a thinking being, if, when the anime! 


frame is diſſolved, it were to be entirely de- 
prived of thought and conſciouſneſs ; it muſt. 


for aught appears to the contrary, loſe its 


exiſtence. 80 that, inſtead of a returrection ac 


the laſt day, there mult be a new creation 


which is contrary to the analogy of faith, and 


che hope of the ſaints in every age. For, a 
mind without 7hought and conciousness, and. 
matter without Jolidity and exten /ron, are equal. 


= If abſurd ideas, and abſolute non-entities. 
The ſeparate ſpirits of the ſaints, therefore, 
being lodged in eternal manſions, and abiding 
at the ſource of all felicity, enjoy inconceivablc 
pleaſures. Ihey are for ever releaſed from 
all troubles of every kind and every degree ; 


from all ſins and ſufferings; from all tempta. 


tions and ſorrows. Moral evil, with all its 
atrendants, is eternally baniſhed from thoſe 
bright abodes; for the people that dwel 


rhere are perfectly righteous, nor ſhall any 


ok the inhabitants of that land ſay, Jam fi. 


Their garments are alWays White; their harps | 


are always tuned. Being with Chriſt. ac 


cording to his 1 they behold his glo- 


F 
wo att 


ry 5, they arc re with his beauty. 


1 8 I Te, Oven 1 8. e. 14. v7 24. Exercit. in . Eusrci 


na 


of FA glorious reign * Grace. 6 3 St | 


infinite 1 of Jeſus, the incarnate 
Jenovan, are abundantly more manifeſt in 
that exalted ſtate. Thoſe divine and media- 
torial perfections, of which we can form but 
very low conceptions, while ſojourning in 
theſe tabernacles ; ſhine forth on the holy and 
happy fpirics, in a blaze of glory.-— With 
pleaſing aſtoniſhment and adoring gratitude 
they reflect; “ This is HE, who once raiſed 
* a feeble cry in the ſtable at Bethlehem! 
* This is HE, who ſpent his moſt. precious 
and inconceivably uſeful life, in one con- 
« tinued ſeries of beneficent actions; ſur- / 
„ rounded with meanneſs and poverty, re- 
* proaches and ſorrows his is He. —but, O 
„ho changed — ho made his exit on Cal. 
* vary, under every mark of infamy, under 
the ſevereſt ſenſations of pain, both in bo- 
dy and foul; and this, all this in our ſtead 
and to accomplith our ſalvation! To view 
ln eye to eye, who was once a man of ſor- 
rows and ſufferings to the higheſt degree; to 
behold mim who is their hulband and head, 
after all the abaſement and miſery to which . 
ſubmitted on their account, thus exalted aud 
glorified, muſt fill their ſouls with ecſtatic bliſs. 
Nor are they the mere Hpectators of his glo- 
rious exaltation. They not only behold their 
Beloved, and have to do with him as inferior 
ſubjects with an exalted fovercign ; but he 
entertains and rejoices over them, as his 
fri:nds and brethren, as his ſpouſe and por- 
| tion, This we may learn from the friendly 
'reedom he uſed with his Welfen while bere 
8 8 2 
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on earth. For though, as their ſovereic. Ii 
Lord, he required ſupreme reſpe®t and pro- 
found adoration; vet he did not treat then 
28 earthly monarchs are wont to treat their 


ſubjects. He did not keep them at an aw! 
ſtance, but converſe with them in the mo! (. 


familiar manner. Doubtleſs, then, he does 
not behave with lefs freedom or keep chen 
at à greater diſtance, becauſe of his exal:- 


ſtate; but rather takes them into a ſtate of 


0 exaltation with himſelf. For though he i; 


exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, yet nat 


as a private perſon, not for his azn fake; but 
as the head of his numerous family, as the e. 
 precentative of all his people. The advance. 
ment of the head, therefore, cannot be in. 
' . tended to remove the members to a greater 
_ diſtance ; for there is the ſame relation and the 
fame union, ſubſiſting between him and n 
conſequently, they muſt be honoured : 
exalted with him. Beholding his 17 c glo- 
ry, their ſurpriſe and adoring. regards 


heighrened ; but it does not awe them 
any ſeparation from him. It only EG r0 
increaſe their aſtoniſhment and joy, as they 


find him ftill condeſcending to admit them 


to ſuch familiarity with him, and ſo liberally 


communicating his glory to them. 


When in this lower world, they diſcerned 


the ſignatures of Deity in the works of crc: 


tion and providence ; they beheld the brightcr 


rng of his glory, in the operations 


grace and rhe amazing effects of his love; i 
xx giff of a Saviour and his death on 16: 
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Ack. But now, having their contemplative 
powers abundantly ſtrengthened, they behold 


manifeſtations of Bis infinite excellence, com- 


pared with which, all they before diſcovered 
of divine, in the material creation; all they 


and mean, were low and languid, 4 0 
expreſſion, For here they are ſurrounded 
with the opulence of God, and eternally en- 
riched with his immenſe. munificence. | 

If Paul, raviſhed with the more obſcure 
appearances of divine vm, could not for- 


bath of, the wisdom and knowledge of God. what 
tranſports of wonder muſt it afford, to the 
| spirits of the juſt made perfect, to have the. 
counſels of heaven laid open to their view ?— 

The contemplation of divine power, under the 
conduct of infinite wiſdom and leagued with 


lore: . How delightful to behold, in the light 
of glory, that power which raiſed the val 
frame of nature, and from the beginning ſu- 
[tained all things — That power, which turned 


of the world: through all the revolutions of 


figns an filing the world wich miſchief; 
hich: wrought upon the obdurate hearts 1 


— 
— 


. 
Js 


ws - 


83. 


enjoyed in the militant church, were poor 


| bear crying out; O the depth of the riches, 


boundleſs goodneſs, mult heighten their plea- 


the mighty wheels of providence in every age 


me — That: uncontrollable power, which re- 
trained legions of malignant fpirits and ac- - 
curſed ſiends, in ten thouſand different in- 
ances, from perpetrating their malicious de- — 


he rebellious ſons of Adam, cauſed them io 
pow to divine ſovereignty, and made. them... 
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willing 1 to | accept of A ;0 the appointed 
_vay—That power, which, having formed 
their ſouls anew, preſerved them in the midit 


of innumerable dangers that continually lay 
in their way to the regions of happineſs; nor 


ever intermitted its ee ebke, till! 7 


brought them fafe to glory! _ 
And if the power of God, 2s beheld by thi 


ſaints in light, be fo delig! lrfhl :a ſubject of 
contemplation; what exuberant joys mult the 
views of his % afford? For as love is thc 
nobleſt paſſion of the human breaſt, ſo it is 
the brighteſt beam of Divinity that ever irra- 


ciated the wide creation. Love is a pleaſiug 


theme and the meaning of that divine ſen- 
Sw Gon is Love, is there unfolded tc the 


life. They are no longer obliged to 


ell out Jehovah's love from his names and 
works, for they now behold it as iptimatciy | 
 effential to. his Being. The day they had 
long expected, that happy day which is p. 
propriated to the full diſcoveries of divine 
love, is dawned upon them : for now the 
% e their fil of loves. Now the immortal. 
: ſpirit is invigorated in all its powers, enlarged 
in all its faculties, on purpoſe to render it ca. 
pable of taking in more copious views, an 
of receiving abundantly larger emanations of 
this love, than it could poſh 
They have now traced up the ſtreams, to h 
cternal fountain; the beams, to the very lun 
of: love. The boſom of their Father, where 
' - - the thoughts of love were lodged from cer 
. 1 and 1 its dope e Were 


bly before enjoy: 
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fort is laid open to their view. Now. 
they clearly fee, why the Son of God became 
incarnate; undertook the redemption of man; 
and, in order to accompliſh the arduous work, 
obeyed, and ſuffered, and groaned and died, 
the moſt tormenting and infamous death 
Died, a facrifice, an atonement for: ſm; a 
ip ectacle to the world, to angels, and to men. 
The wondering ſoul penetrates. the vaſt de- 
ſign, and fees with the warmeſt gratitude, 
why itſelf was not made an, everlaſting monu- 
ment of divine juſtice Why its native enmi- 
ty againſt God was completely fubdued—And» 
why its enormous: crimes were pardoncd— All, 
all are refolved into the free, diſtinguiſhing» 
/;v; of God. And the adoring foul beholds, 
with ecſtaſies of delight, how well the admi- 
rable effects correfpond to their grand, original 
cauſe. Certainly, nothing ſhort of heaven it 
ie}f, which gives the. experience, can. give an 
| adequate idea of ſuch exalted bliſs“. 
Nor will their views of divine jrftice ; ; no 
not in, its awful effects conſidered as vindic- 
tive, and manifeſted in the damnation of in- 
numerable, myriads of apoſtate angels aud 
faſul men; in the leaſt allay their. Joys, or 
iap-rheir pleaſures. For, however iufidels-. 
me now. ohject againſt an eternal uit 
ment being inflifted. for. tranſient crimes; 
and  arraign the Book of- God itſelf, Which“ 
alerts. that fo it ſhall be; to them it appears, 
in the cleareſt light, that ſin is an infinite eil 
and therefore jullly deſerving of e mis - 
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very. Their TOR with, being perfely con. 
formed to the divine, fully acquieſce in the 
ſentence pronounced | againſt offenders, and 


_ rejoice in the execution of it on all the daring 
ſons of rebellion, whether angels or men, — 
They now allo more fully diſcover, how hol. 
neſs in the Lawgiver, the demands Of his 
law, and the rights of his juſtice; were dif- 


played and perfectly ſatisfied, in the redemp- 
tion of their ſouls by the blood of the crois. 
The remembrance” and views of which, are n 


ſcene of wonders, and an inexhauſtible Tource 


= of joy 


8 they comemplate with ſa - 
preme delight. God is glorious in holineſs. 


This perfection of the Godhead has frequent- 


ly pal celebrated in the loftieſt {trains of 


devotion, by ſaints on earth'*®. And if thoſe 
who dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe vicws, 
at; the beſt; are ſo. feeble and partial, have 
been fo affected. by meditating on it; what 
thoughts muſt they have who ſce in its 
| glory? With adoring hearts and raviſhe 


eyes; with inflamed devotion and notes d- 
vinely ſweet, they join the heavenly choirs in 


that ſeraphic, hyma : .Hor.y! noty! Hol 
Is THE Lord: of HosTs! Heaven AND 
EARTH ARE | FULL: OF Hs cory | How 
inconceivable the pleaſure! how divine thc 
jay! And may I not venture to add, the 
views of this glorious holineſs moſt have 2 
' transforming efficacy on the happy fpirits ; 
ſeo as to prodycy. in them a e ad. 


» End. XV. 11. 1 Sam. ii. 2. Pt.. XXL, 45 & xt 12: 


Etbe glorious Reign of Grace. 


glory? 


If the face of Moſes "que wh been ter X 


brightneſs, after he had been admitted to fa- 


miliar converſe with Jehovah on the mount; 


how much greater muſt that effulgence and 
glory be, which God communicates to the 
faints in light, who Fanrane's behold him 


without any interpoſing veil * ? As the tran. 


icendant amtableneſs of the divine Being, 
greatly conſiſts in his immaculate holineſs, 
(tor holineſs. is nothing elſe but intellectual 
beauty ) and as he preſents himſelf to his 
ſaints, as the infinite and original beauty; 
their holy. ſouls maſt reſt in him as the pro- 
per obje& of love and delight, and be erer- 


nally ehamoured with it. Nor can they ceaſe: 
to admire the equity of that command, which: 
requires the moſt perfect love to God, on ace . 
count of his own infinite amiableneſs and all. 


ſurpaſſing excellence. 


Further: Being favoured with a more per- 


fect knowledge of God, and more. intimate 


communion with him; their lou to him is 
proportionably heightened. That grace which. 


reigned in their whole ſalvation, being be- 


eld by them in a ſtronger light; inflames 
them with the moſt ardent. love to its ado- 
table Author, and to Jeſus, by. whom it reign» 
cd. All the amiable and infinite perfectious 
of Deity, ſhining forth upon them in the light 
of glory, their holy boſoms cannot but glow 
wich che vewoſt fervour, They cannot bot. 


5 Exod, . 75 ee e Bhat... 
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Fancing conformity to God in holineſs and 
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make returns of love, and in ſbch a manner 
5 as is ſuited to their happy and exalted ſtare, 
his ſupreme degree. of love ro God, 
canſes them to contemplate his divine per- 
| fections and aſtoniſhing operations, with ever. 
| new delight ; and allimulates them more and 
more to that bleſſed God. From all which 
muſt ariſe, a joy inconceivable by mortals ; 2 
joey that, in the ſacred: page, is called, the joy 
=. ef ivarLod. 
i © Abfolutely free from that pride and fel. 
fine, which tarniſn our beſt ſervices while 
here; and infinitcly remote from all thoſe 
imperfections which attended them in a 1 
Ittant ſtare; ſongs of ſincereſt gratitude 2 
_ . hymns of holy wonder; the profoundeſt 2 ace 
J Kknowledgements of their multipied ' obliga- 
 - tions to rich, ſovereign, reigning grace; and 
the loftieſt ſtrains of thankſgiving ro God 
and the Lamb, are their uninterrupted and 
ſpweet employ. Ever free to declare, that the 
ole cauſe of their enjoying the beatific viſion, 
and being feared on thrones of glory; is that 
grace which, a8 4 mighty, magnificent, aud 
bountiful ſovereign, reigned through the per- 
ſeon and work of Immanuel. Hence it is tha 
: grace, as it appears, and ſhines; and triumphs, 
in the obedience and blood of Tefus—in 
reſcuing them out of the hands of fatan—in 


| Wl: preſerving them through all dangers—in ſup- | wa 
WW. porting them under the ſevereſt trials—in B. 


bringing them fafe to glory, and crowning 


| is 
; them with unurterable blifs—is the grand and 


unvaried burden of their ſongs. ' To the GO 


of th, e 4 Reig f Grace. bin 3 59 


OF A1. L GRACE, the tri. une God, they addreſs 
all poſſible Fife wich divine delight, 


| Peculiarly great and glorious 3 18 rhat fob- 
lime bleſſedneſs, which is _—_— by the ge- 
| jarate Spirits of the ſaints in heaven. Not- 
withſtanding, it comes far ſhort of thar hap- 
pineſs which thall be enjoyed by them in 
het whole persone, and which belongs to the 
conſummation of that celeſtial ſtate. The 
oracles of God frequemly intimate, that the 
blitz of the ſaints will not be abſolutely 
complete, till the general, judgment is paſt, 
nd the end of the world is come. We may, 
therefore take notice of ſome things, which will 
enhance their bleſſedneſs at that time. 


% 


Their "W.7" Jo being . in glory, and re- 
united to their immortal ſpirits, will not only 
be a demonſtration of divine power, and a 
diſplay of divine goodneſs, very wonderful 
in their eyes; but alſo an addition to their 
bleſſedaeſs, For, fo long as any of the chil- 
dren of God continue in "this perplexing, mi- 
ſcrable world; and fo long as the bodies of 
ihe ſaints departed are confined in the priſon 
ot che grave; the happy fpirits in glory can- 
not be ignorant, that the power which ſin 
obtained over man, is not yet entirely abo- 
lihed; and conſequently, ſomething muſt be 
wanting to the conſummation of their joy. 
But, by the reſurrection, death itſelf, which 
is che laſt enemy, Joail be defiroyed ; never 
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. more to have Pay feaſt power, bur” over tk be | 
cegnemies of God and his people. 


That the dead ſhall be raiſed, Hin Pl Funda 


; | monks). article of the chriſtian creed. Tha: 


the came bodies ſhall be raiſed, which fel! by 


death, the juſtice of God and the comfort of 
believers feem to require; is tertain from the 
ſoriptures, and is implied in the word res. 
rection. But though they will be the fant, 
as to their ghance; fo far, at leaſt, as ſhall 
be ſufficient to ſupport the identity of them; 


yet the alteration will be ſo great, as to their 


qualities, that we are not able to form ſuit. 
able ideas concerning them. — That ſurpriſiag 
cChbange which ſhall paſs upon them, is abſo- 

1 lutely neceſſary to fit them for the exalted 
ſtate, into which they Mall be introduced, 


when reanimated by their immortal ſpirits. 


' Hence thoſe words. Fleſh and blond cans in- 
 herit the kingdom of God. The preſent con- 


ſtitution of our bodies, renders them inca- 


_ pable of bearing rhe ſplendor of che heavenly. 
' world; and conſequently, of partaking in 
the joys of that ſtare. The glory of it would 
be inſupportably bright; roo dazzling for 


them to ſuſtain. Like herbs and flowers of 


the moſt delicate kind, expoſed to the ſcorch. 


ing glare of rhe meridian ſun, they would 


faint under it. But, when that which was 
 $640n in corruption, hall be raised in incorri/- 
lion; When that which was 5own in difbono:r 


and weaknes, ſhall be raised in glory a 


border; when this corruptible ſball put on iu- 
e and this 7 mortal Hall put on tm: r 
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ali 1 —in a word, when that which was /n 
a natural body, ſhall be raiſed a spiritual body; 
ir will then be capable of partaking in the 
buſineſs and bliſs of the righteous. When the 
bodies of believers ſhall be raiſed by almighty 
power and faſhioned by infinite ſkill, like to 
the glorious body of Chriſt ; they will then 
be fir companions for their fouls to all eter- 
nity. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forty art 
the fun, both in body and foul, in the king= = 
dom of their Father +.-— Then (hall the body, 
which partook in the ſorrows and ſufferings 
of this preſent world; which ſuffered various 
| hardſhips and acts of violence, from the ene- 
mies of Chriſt; and which aſſiſted the in- 
tellectual powers in performing religious du- 
ties, be a partaker of the joys of that tri- 
umphant fate. Yes, the earthly tabernacle, 
geing the purchaſe of redeeming blood, and 
the temple of the Holy Gholt, even when 
ſurrounded with imperfectious; ſhall then be: 
bright as the ſuo, vigorous with celeſtial youth, 
and undecaying as the power that thall for 
ever ſupport it. We may therefore conclude, 
that the bodies of the ſaints being raiſed from 
the duſt of death, will not a little contribute 
to augment their bliſs.——But who can form 
adequate ideas of the nature and excellence of 
a /piritual body? Who can declare the power 
and grace, chat ſhall be exerciſed and mani- 
fe ted towards the children of men, in raiſing 
their eee duſt; in gew. moulding cheir 
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ll wodics for an cient world, Alter ſo dignifie: | 
an examplar as the plorious body. of Chriſt : 
Here we muſt leave them, till we behold the 
glorified body of the exalted Redeemer, or 


experience the happy transformation. For 


the beloved difciple himſelf declares ; It det/ 
not yet appear what we ſhall be ; but we kno 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 
for doc ſhall fee him as he is. To which 1 may 


add, in alluſion to the words of the pſalinilt” 


we ſhall certainly. be /atisfied with the amazin: 


alteration when we awake from the ſleep ot 


| death, in the liteneſi of the adorable Jeſus 1 5 
Another thing which will contribute to the 
5 Pleffeched of the ſaints at that day, will be 
their public acquital, by Jeſus their judge, 
when ſtanding before his tribunal. —Bebiid, 
He cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall fi. 
Him! Infinitely grand and awſully amiable 11: 


now appears. Innumerable angels attend his 


approach, and pour around his chariot, Ihe 
brighitneſs of ten thouſand ſuns is loſt in tlc 
blaze of his glory and the luſtre of his ccc 2 
tenance. Behold! a great white throne 18 
erected ; clear as the light, and fiery as the 
flame. The Judge, inflexibly juſt and imme 

_ tely glorious, aſcends the tribunal ;; and befor Ire 
his preſence, the heavens and earth fee ma: Y 
Thoſe innumerable millions of rational crc 
tures that people the univerſe, are now n. 

bled. The books are opened. Myriads. 


1 adoring ſeraphs, and countleſs multitudes © 
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anxious ſpectators, await the grand reſult. 
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And, while the wicked, with trembling hands 


and throbbing hearts; With horror in their af- 
pect and damnation in view, would be glad to 
loſe their being; the righteous are bold and 


intrepid: for the Judge is their friend, and 
their ſaviour. Ihe righteouſneſs in which 
they appear, was performed by Him. The 


plea which they make, He cannot reject. For 


it is the blood which He ſhed to atone for their 
fins, and the promiſe He made to comfort 
their ſouls, under the expectation of this im- 


portant event. They there . ſtand, not to 


have any freſh indiẽtment brought againſt _ 
them; not to have any thing laid to their 

; charge, by Satan, or the law, or juſtice ; 3 bur 

to be openly and honourably acquitted, in the 
preſence of angels and the whole aſſembled 
world. The ſentence of juſtification, long 
: defore pronounced in the court of heaven, 
and in the court of cosſcience, at the time of 


their converſion; is now recogniſed in the 


moſt public and ſolemn manner. The works 
of faith and labours of love performed by 
them, in the time of their pilgrimage here 
below, towards their needy fellow-chriſtians; 
are now produced by the righteous, omni- 
ſcient Judge, as fruits and evidences of their 
union with him, faith in him, and love to 
bim . 1 5 The nature and qualities of their 


Hu 


bio Man >. 34 gd Ir is very obſervable, l how dif- 
ferent the conduct of the faints will be, at that awful 
and agen time, from that of bypocrites and nominal 
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I 364 The Conſummation 
1 works; the principle and view, from and with 7 
5 which they were done, together with tbe MW © 
Wt | 3 as repreſented by our Lord, in Matt. vii 22, 
1 Here we find Jeſus, the appointed Judge, taking po- th 
„ tice of the works of his people, when they make I 
1 mention of them. Not only fo, but when he is pleaſed * 
|» to mention them with the higheſt approbation, they * 
| ſeem to have forgotten that they ever performed F 
Wh them. A plain proof they did not expect ſalvation by ch 
1 them, nor ever thought of any ſuch thing. No; Chriſt, . 
* they knew, was their 1ightcouſneſs, and that was fuſh- N 
N cieat. The works they performed were deſigned to | 3 
1 glorify him, and to expreſs their gratitude to God for if 
1 Bis benefits, But, ſo conſcious were they of the in- 5 
| perfections cleaving to them, that they were 2ſhame! 4; 
3 to mention them — Whereas, when our Lord repre» | 5 
1 ſents the reaſons of hope in ſelf righteons perſons, be „ 
. tells us that they will ſay, with great importunity ; th 
. Lord ! Lord ! have we not frophefied in thy name a 17 
rar name bave aft aut devils? and in thy name dene Jy 
1 many wonderful wor, But he will anſwer, / never Lies 5 
N 1 Dou: Depart from me, ye bat work iniquity. 15 V ve 
W— plead their own works, religious duties, and great v{c- 
1 fulneſs, as a ſuffiefent reaſon why they ſhould be adh. 55 
Ki _ mitted into the kingdom of glory. Not that they pre- Je: 
1 tend to have done theſe things by their own Hrengib, for 
= or natural abilites. No; they acknowledge that all was 55 
1 done in the name of Chriſt ; by his authority and his aft: 101 
ance. For which reaſon, we may ſuppoſe, they would 5 
1 de the more confident of acceptance with him. Hence, _ 
doe have done this and us bave done the other, is the. B. 
WW ery and their plea. They thought of coming to heav' 1 We 
by their own doings, They did them for that end anu the 
WW were loth to be diſappointed. But what is the ifſie * wy 
= Why, truly, theſe mighty workers and very ulcfal Ty 
Wo perſons, are branded as the workers of iniquity ; det d 
ca dnorultdged as the people of God. They are thrut "oy: 
don iat hell, with all their fine recommendations tha 
and imaginary goodnefs ; and notwithfianding all ther Jef 
WW pleas and promifing hopes founded upon them. —V hile 3 
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Haracter of the perſons who were beneſited 
by them; will afford ſufficient, evidence to 


the poor in ſpirit, thoſe who are ſenſible of their own 
ſiufulneſs and unworthineſs ; who live by a righteouf- 
neſs imputed, making that the only ground of their 
hope; and who, from love to the truth, and to Chriſt 
43 revealed by it, perform good works with a view 10 
the glory of God, not in the leaſt expefting admiſſion 
into the eternal kingdom for the ſake of their pious. 
performances—theſe, who ſay not a word about any 
thing which they have done, are accepted by the 
Judge of all, into everiafling honour and joy. —Let 
the /egaleff be cautioned by this, net to truſt in his own 
duties, though of the molt ſplendid Kind : and let all 
who love the truth be encouraged, to abound in every 
intance of duty and gratitude to God; eſpecially, in 
that of communicating. to the - neceſlities of the poor 
brethren and indigent members of Chriſt. For the 
Judge will ſay to them on his right hand ; [narmuch as 
je have done unto one of the leaf! of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me, Matt. xxv. 40. What conde- 
ſcenſion is here! Chriſt is not aſhamed to own the 
very meaneſt of his people, under the character of 
brethren.— ] am greatly afraid there are many profe!- 
ſors, whoſe fituation in life is a little more elevated 
than that of their neighbours, who are almoſt abure 
looking at the poor brethren of Chriſt; and would be 
extremly offended, if one of thoſe indigent diſciples 
were to addreſs them under the character of a brother, 
But who art thou, vain mortal ! thou worm of the 
earth ! that art only exalted on a little higher dunghill 
than tome of thy fellow-worms ; that thou ſhouldett be 
aſhamed of them, whom Jeſus the Lord of glory and 
Judge of the world, will acknowledge as bis brethren ? 
What! ſhall a little ſhining duſt, or worldly honour, fo 
clate thy ig voble mind and ſwell thy contracted heart, 
that the poor and the mean, among the memberg of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall have no place in thy affeRions ? Be: 
Ware leaſt, after all thy proffeſſion, thou fhouldſt go 
down to hell with a lie in thy right hand ; and all thy 
expectations of eternal happineſs prove no better, chan 
** the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion! ?? 
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whom the e e of them belong. Theſe 
being remembered by Chriſt, though forgot- 
ten by the faints, he will avow them for 
his own; he will number them among his 
_ jewels; he will confeſs them before his Fa- 
ther and all the holy angels. — Then ſhall thei: 
characters, which, in the time of their ſo- 
Journiag here below, were aſperſed with every 
foul reproach, be fully vindicated to their 
__ everlaſting honour, and the eternal confuſion 
ol all their adverſaries. For, with a ſmile of 


divine complacence, the Judge will ſay ; Coms, 


7e bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the wor!!, 


Reviving words! They had long defired ar 


languiſhed to be near the Lord, and now 8 
are invited to come; yes, to come near bia, 
and to be with him for ever. Now the pain 
ful fears which they once had, are iy y 
removed; for they are pronounced bleſſed— 
___ Dlefled of the Father, by a voice which be 8 
Whole aſſembled world ſhall hear. They 
were all poor in ſpirit, the generality of Mick 


poor in temporals ; how agreeably, Wen, 
muſt they be ſurpriſed to hear, that they ar 


called to poſſeſs a kingdom ; called to baer 

it, as princes of the blood royal, who arc 

born for thrones and crowns? Loſt, they » w 14 £ 
he, in pleuſing aſtoniſhment to find, that, 

tore they had a being, or the 1 of 

- the world were laid, the eternal God had y, 

pared this kingdom for them; and every. 


Hection upon the way in which they can c tc 
pallai it, 3 heighten their AWAZEMENT - 


Gd... K 2 
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joy. Then ſhall they be admitted, i in their 
whole perſons, into the fulne/s of blifs ? into 
a nearer and more perfed fruition of the infi- 
nite God, than they ever before enjoyed. 
Once more: Their bleſſedneſs thus height- 
ened, ſhall be eternal. It is eternity ſtamped 
upon their enjoyments, that gives them their 
infinite worth. For could they who are fo 


high in bliſs, be apprehenſive of an end of 
en happineſs, however remote; “ that 


** ghaſtly thought would drink up all their 
* joy.“ But their inheritance is unalienable, 


their crown unfading, and their kingdom 

_ everlaſting. Jehovah himſelf is their light, 
and the Moſt High Heir glory. Yes, the in- 

| finite God is their portion and exceeding great 


reward *. "Their felicity, therefore, is per- 
manent, as the divine perfections they adore 


and enjoy ; and made certain to their own 
comprehentive minds, beyond rhe poſſibility 


of a doubt. This makes their ſtate ſupreme- 


ly glorious : This conſtitutes it heaven in- 


deed.—And, what if the limits of their Capa- 
oities ſhould be for ever ene and for 


ever receiving larger meaſures of glory? For 
the Gudhead is an infinite ocean of bleſſed- 
heſs ; ; and finite veffels may be for ever ex- 


panding and for ever filling, in that ſea of 


* All. ſu ciency. What an amazing ſtate of 


ever-growing pleaſure ! What an eternal ad- 


vance of heaven! What an aſtoniſhing ſcale _ 
of bliſs ! Jehovali ſhall-open his endleſs ſtores | 
of Weines, as yet unknown to angels, and 


be Ifa, ks ** Gen. xv. x, 


36s 7 br Coneummation, dec. 


feaſt bis fiiors with joys thar are ever-new, 
and near a-kin to thoſe prepared for his own 
incarnate Son *. Nothing equal to this can 


be conceived by mortals : nothing ſuperior 
can be enjoyed by mere creatures. Yet this 
—hear it, O ye nations! liſten, ye iſles from 


afar! and let all the millions of the bleſſed 

dwell upon the ſtupenduous truth !— this is the 
end of the victorious reign of grace. Grace 
. reigned in the eternal counſels, when contri. 


ving the way to this glorious end. Grace 


reigned in providing the means that were ne. 
| cefſlary to its accompliſhment. Grace reigned 


in every particular requiſite to the complete 
_ execution of the noble, the aſtoniſhing de- 


ſign, from firſt to laſt. Surely, then, reigning 
grace ſhould have the whole, the unrivalle: 
glory of all the bleflings enjoyed, by "i 
on earth, or ſaints in light. Yes, and it ſha}! 
have the glory, 1 in all the churches of Chriſt 
below, and in all the triumphant hoſts above. 
WMhen the laſt ſtone of the magnificent build- 
ing, the ſpiritual temple, ſhall be laid; it will 
be 07 nag pg GRACE! GRACE UNTO n 
In rheſe particulars the bleſſedneſs of fain:s 
in their entire perſons, after the reſurrection 


and the general judgment, will exceed that 


of their ſeparate ſpirits: and in how many 
other reſpects the proceedings of that day w. 


add to their happineſs, I neither affirm, nor 


_ preſume to enquire. It is quite ſufficient for 


us to know, while in the preſent Rare, tha 


Dr. War r's Serm. 1 voi. 1 5. 205 226. Edit, 6th. 
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we are heirs of this blefledneſs ; that it is in- 
conceivably great; and reſt contented with 118! 
what is revealed concerning it, without indul- _ |; 
ging a curious imagination, in ſearching after 14 
thoſe particulars reſpecting it, of which the 
Spirit of wiſdom has given us no intimations, 
or ſuch as are very obſcure : for ſuch enqui- 
ries are ſure to be attended with vanity, rather : 
than edification. 1 

Nor will the angelic hoſts be unaffeftcd _ 

ſpectators, when this grandeſt of all diviue 
works, REDEMPTION ſhall be finally com- 
pleted. For, as they had frequently been 
charged with offices of great importance to 
the church and irs particular members, while 
in this lower world; ſo they had often beheld 

with aſtoniſhment, the | incarnation of their So- 
vereign, his feeble appearance in the manger, 
his life of poverty, reproaches, and ſufferings. 
They ſaw his agony in the garden, and heard 
his cries and complaints. They ſaw him ex- 

_ tended on the croſs, and beheld him laid in the 
grave. They were witneſſes of his victorious 
reſut rection, and attended his triumphant al- 
cenſion into the realms of glory. "Lhey beheld. 

and often reflected on theſe things with amaze- 
ment. 'They had long and diligently looked 

lato theſe works of divine contrivance, theſe 
myſteries of infinite love f: wondering what 
they ſhould mean, and what would be the 
grand reſult. They had Jong deſired the 
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lud of the myſterious plan, and now, 10. 


they have it. 
„Now they are ſtruck with deep-a: amaze, 
Each with his wing conceals his face; 


Now clay their ſovnding plumes, and Ni 
Wh The glories of the Derry. RO 


If thoſe firſt- born ſons. of light and love, 
could not forbear /houting for joy, when they 
beheld the material world rife into ex tence 
and ſaw its finiſhed form f ; how much gre: 
er reaſon will they have to rejoice, when thiy 
behold all the redeemed world brought fake 
to glory and confirmed in bliſs ? Thoſe morn- 
ing ſtars, thoſe children of ardour and tons 
ol God, muſtexult with joy, when they vicw 
| the ſpotleſs perfection and raviſhing beauty 
of the church, conſidered as the bride, 
viſe of the Lamb. Nor can anything ſhort 
of perſect tranſport ſcize their breafis, when 
they reflect, that all their immaculate innocence 
and matchleſs beauty aroſe from reigning grace 
through the perſon and work of their incarnate 
INGLY Sovereign; our own original wann baſe and 
We” miſerable. 


| "tat now, reader, 0 are your a 
= of this bleſſedneſs ? Very probably you re 
one of thoſe, who hope to go to beaven win 


mere wiſh, or a well-grounded expectation * 
Remember, that the word of God requires 


7 give an answer to Foun man that afteth you, 


. Job FXx viii, Tl WY . Erb. v. 27. Rev, xi, 9 i 


„ ot eee WH COOK BURR e eee + e N 


they die. If ſo, what is your hope; Is it a 


ou, as a chriſtian profeſſor, to be ready t 


o the gloriewsr reign of Grace. "IK 


4 reaton of the hope that is in you +, Have you 


ever ſeriouſly enquired, then, why you hope 
to be happy, when ſo many millions will be e- 


ternally miſerable ; when it is certain from _ 


the ſcripture, that rhere are, comparatively, 
very few that find the way to life! You 


have, peradventure, never thought much a- 


bout theſe intereſting ſubjects. But why, 
then, do you call yourſelf 'a chritian ? Why 


hope to go to heaven? For if this be your 


condition, your careleſs foul is in ths gall of 
licterness and in the bond of iniquity. M ou are 
may God enlighten your mind to fee it! 


may reigning grace deliver yon from it 


ou are, at preſent, a child of wrath and an 
heir of deſtruction. 

Again: Why hope for heaven ? when you 
have no delight in God ; no pleaſure in his 


ways“; no love to his people in a word, poſ- 
ſeſſed of no holineſs ; and without holineſs, 
real, intellectual happineſs is impoſſible. 


Heaven, 1 were you there, would be no heaven 
i0 you; nor, as an unregenerate finner, can 


oy defire it for the fake of its enjoyments. 


For they are contrary to the prevailing incli- 


"ati of your will. You have no love for 
heaven, but are afraid of hell. The mhabi- 


rants of the celeſtial world would be no com- 
panions for you. Their buſineſs would be a 


toil, and their ans unknown; their 
(weeteſt hofannahs would afford you no plea- 


ure, and the ſymphony of their golden harps 


would be Acord! in your ears. Yea, the frißt. 


+ i Pet. ii. 15. 
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tion of God, their higheſt | joy, would be your 
greateſt aneafinels, were you to be admitted 
into thoſe manſions of purity, in a carnal, un. 
regenerate ſtate, For happineſs conſiſts in the 
_ enjoyment of an object, that is ſuitable and 
ſatisfying to our deſires. A holy God, there. 
fore, cannot be our happineſs, without par. 
taking of his holineſs. Remember, ſinner, 
chat if you leave the world in ſuch a ſituation, 
as you are not fit for heaven, ſo you cannot 
enter thoſe abodes of bliſsful purity, or taſte 
their refined pleaſures; but your ſtate will be 
eternally fixed, where chere are Weeping, 2b. 
; ing, and gnaſhing of teeth. 


Are you, reader, a Serious cielo a Pie 

profeſſor? Be it fo; yet it behoves you to 
conſider, what is the foundation of your hope. 
For there is a way that ſeemeth right unto 2 
man? but the end thereof are the ways of death“. 

A man may be zealous for God, and, in ma- 
ny. reſpects, exemplary in his converſation; 
yet, after all, periſh for cver f. What, then, 
is the realon of your hope; Is ir that grace 
which reigns through the perſon and work. of 

__ . Chriſt ? Can you fay with the primitive chri- 

ſtians, We believe, that through the Grace 'f 
our Lord Jetus Chriſt, we ſhall be saved ? Arc 

you come to a point about that molt intereſt- 

ing and ſolemn affair, the ſalvation of your 


immortal foul ? Is your hope of glory lively 


and bright, or languid and obſcure? Is 0 
Auch as is attended with rejoicing, as puritics 


® Prov. avi, 25: e is. 1, 32 and . 
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the heart and conduct“? Has it Chriſt and 
his finiſhed work, together with the promiſe 
of Him that cannot lie, for its everlaſting ſup- _ 
port? O, profeſſor ! ſeek for ſatisfaction and 
certainty: they are to be had, in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt and belief of the truth, If 
you love your ſoul, reſt not in a mere perad- 
venture, about an affair of infinite conſe- _ 
quence. You are building for eternity; be 
cautions, therefore, with what materials you 
build, and upon what foundation. A mif- 
take in the ground of your truſt, will ruin 
your ſoul, and can never be remedied. Read 
your Bible, meditate, and pray; and may the 
Spirit of wiſdom direct you in the momentous 
concern! 5 
Again: Are you. 2 child God and an 
Heir of the kingdom? endeavour, by a con- 
ſcientious attendance on all public means of 
grace, and by maintaining communion with 
your heavenly Father in every private duty, 
to make a ſwift progreſs in vital religion, in 
real holineſs; remembering, that Holineſs is 
the health, the beauty, and ths glory of your 
immortal mind. Seek after it therefore, as 
à divine privilege, as an heavenly bleſſing 
Watch and pray againſt the inſurrections of 
indwelling fin, the ſolicitations of worldly 
pleaſure, and the aſſaults of Satan's tempta- 
tions. Watch, eſpecially, againſt spiritual pride 
and carnal security. As to the former ; re- 
Joice not in your knowledge, or , gifts, or in- 
heren eee no, nor "gi in , : 


W | 
4 . | 1 Pet. i ls 32 So 1 Jobs, i Ut, "+ : 15 ; 
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brit experiences. 
but put them not in the place of the Saviour, 
or the word of his grace, ſo as to make then 
the ground of your preſent truſt, or the ſource: 
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Be thankful for ther, 


of your future comfort. For, ſo to do, is, 


not to rely on the promiſe of God, and live 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; but to admire your 
on accompliſhments, by which you ditle 
from other men, and to live upon your Own 
frames. The conſequence of which mo! 


commonly is, eicher phariſaical pride, imagi. 


ning ourſelves to be better than others; B or 
dlesponding fears, as if, when our frames are 
flat and our ſpirits languid, there were no fal. 
vation for us. 
profeſſors, muſt be uncertain to the laſt de. 
grec.— But, as a guilty, periſhing ſmner ; 
as having uo recommendation, nor auy en. 
couragement, to believe in Jeſus or look for 
 falvation by him, but what is contained 
the word of grace; look to him, live by lun 


The peace and comfort of ſuch 


The more you ſee of the glory of God, in t. 


face of Jeſus Chriſt, the more will you cc 4 


your own vileneſs. The more you grow 


real holineſs, the more ſenfible you will be of. 
the power of your own corruptions, and the 
imperfections attending all your duties. You | 
will be more and more convinced, that it ih: 
_ goſpel did not warrant your dependence on 
Chriſt, under the character of a inner; you 
could have no hope, even after ever fo long and 
. * zealous a profeſſion of religion. You ſhould 
ſive under a continual remembrance, that, 
yourſelf, you are ſtill an unworthy, a guilty, 


of the glorious Reignof Grace. 375. 


2 damnable creature; but, accepted in Chriſt 


and freed from every curſe. That will keep- 


you truly humble, and provoke to ſelf-abhor- 


rence ; this will make you really happy, and 
excite to praiſe and duty. Th ; 
Watch againſt carnal security and Spiritual 


| /oth. Remember, you have many enemies, 
Be tober, therefore, be vigilant. Time is ſhort 


and abſolutely uncertain. Huſband well your 


precious moments. Lay them out tor God. 
Be careful that the fruits of gratitude to your 


'nfinite Benefactor, adorn your whole beha- 


vicur. Make the holineſs and uſefulneſs of 
the life of Jeſus, your fair exemplar: copy 
after that brighteſt of patterns, —Remember, . 
that the eyes of God, of angels, of accurſed 
ſpirits, and of men, are all upon yon. Both 


friends and enemies inſpect your conduct 
and mark your ſteps. How. neceſſary, then, 


'z watchfulneſs and circumſpection! Leſt, 
/alling into fin, your ſpiritual joys be impair- 
d, your friends and allies. be grieved, and 


your adverſaries triumph. Having received 
the carneſt of your future inheritance; ha- 
wag had ſome joyful foretaſtes of that im- 
menſe bliſs, of which you, O chriſtian, are 
an heir; make it your conſtant buſineſs, as 


it is your indiſpenſable duty, to live above the 


rid, whether your temporal circumſtances 
be affluent or penurious, proſperous or ad- 
verſe. Let your converſation be in heaven, as 
becomes a citizen of the new Jeruſalem, It 
s your duty and bleſſing to live in the pro- 
pect of the world to come, and as on the 
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very confines of it. Converſe mh with the 
eternal Mind, in prayer, and praiſe, and de- 
vout meditation; 3 ſo ſhall you contract: 
bleſſed intimacy with that all- glorious Being, 
whoſe favour is better than life, whoſe frown 


is worſe than deſtruction. By ſuch an inter- 


courſe with God, you will taſte more oo 
ſite delights, than all the pleaſures of fin ca 


boaſt ; than all the riches of the world ca 
beſtow. Yes, believer, by ſuch a conver 
with God, you ſhall find ybur mercies fand 
hed, and your afflictions alleviated ; your ho 


h diſpoſitions invigorated, and your corrup! 
affections weakened, —Be it your conſtant 
endeavour, that, whenever your fair, you! 


glorious, your heavenly Bridegroom al 


come, he may find you ready; having you! 
loins girt, your lamp burning, and Waiting 
for his glorious advent. S0 ſhall your ſob! 


be peaceful, your life uſeful, and your deat! 
triumphant. 


While we ſoar on the wings of faith an 
| holy meditation, in order to explore the Won. 
ders of reigning grace; while we attempt to 


ſound its depths and meaſure its heights, 


are rapt, as it Were, to the ſuburbs of heaven. 


We taſte of joys divinely fweet, and favo: 


the entertainments of angels. But, alas ! bs 
Toon the pinious of divine contemplation fle, 


How ſoonare we interrupted by the workis.. 


of indwelling fin, or by the impertinencics ab 
2 noiſy, buſy, tranſient world! Yet, for our 
comfort, we have to remember, that hen 


few more of our fleeting days are | Clapſccs 
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we ſhall enter on a ſtate unchangeable, to en- 
joy thoſe infinite delights which are included 


in the beatific vrſion; in the Funn, of the on 
ternal JEHOVAH. 


To conclude : From this imperfet and 
brief ſurvey of the reign of grace ; from this 
feeble attempt to illuſtrate its power and ma- 
jeſty, we may learn; That the tree favour of 
God, manifeſted in our falvation, is a theme 
{vo copious. and ſo ſublime, that all which can. 
be faid, by the moſt evangelical and eloquent 
preachers ; all that can be written, by the 
molt accurate and deſcriptive pens ; all that can 
be conceived, by the moſt excurſive and ſancti- 
55 imagination among the ſons of men, muſt 

come infinitely ſhort of a full diſplay. Les, 
after all that is imagined or can be ſung, by 
zugels or men, by ſeraphs or ſaints, in the 
church below or the choirs above; the 
charming ſubject will remain uncxhauſted to 
eternity. For the riches of Chriſt are un- 
ſcarchable, and the grace of God is unbound-= 
cd. Who then ? 


16 Who hall full the boundleſs long? 


4 What vain pretender dares ? _ | \ 
The theme ſurmounts an angels tongue, 
4 And Gabriel's harp deſpairs,”* * 4 15 18. 
* F I N 1 8. 
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Books printed for and ſold by 
106. Chrift's Certain and Sudden Appearance to 
* Judgment, by Thomas Vincent, 12m0, 18 6d bound. 


107. Seneca's Mor als, by way of Abſtract; to which 
is added a Diſcourſe, under the title of an Afterthought, 
by Sir Roger L' Eſtrange, Knight, 12 mo. 3s 6d bound, 


108 Aſop's Fables, with inflroQive Morals and Re- 

flections, deſigned to promote Religion, Morality, and 

Benevolence, by Mr. Richardſon, with 80 cuts, 12mO. 
38 bound. | 


_ 199, The Works of Virgil, tranflated into Englith 15 
Proſe, as near the Original as the different idioms will 
| hows 12mo. 3s 6d bound, he | | 


_ . practice of the Britin and French Hoſpitals, by | 
the Author of the Praftice of the, London — | 
Imo, 3s Od bound, 


111. 'Effays on the Charakteriſties, by jt Brown, 
D. D. Vicar of Newcaſtle, 8v0. &8 bound. | 


12 A ſhort Introduction to the Latin T. ongue, being 
the Acidence abridged, and compiled in the eaſy and ac- 
curate method of zekiel Cheever, 12M. gd bound. 
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. + $$. "The Hiſtory of Aſtronomy, with its Application 
to Geography, Hiſtory, and Chronology, occaſionally ex- 
'emplified by the Globes, by George Cottrd, IAC. of 


I: $ 114. A Hiſtory of England and the Britiſh . 


1 Jeiighed for tlic Inſtruction of Youth, to which is pre- 


il fixed an Effay on the Engliſh Conflitution, by Alexan- 
cer Bicknell, illuſtrated with Maps, 12 mo. 4s 6d bound. 


| q 1 6. The Eſſex Harmony, being a choice Collection 
of the moſt celebrated Songs and Catches for one, two, 
ö three, four, and five Voices, 2 vol. in one, 8vo. bs bound, 


tis. The Deſign of Chriſtianity, or a plain Demonſtra- 

1 tion that True Holineſs was the ultimate End of our Sa- 

Vvoiour's Coming into the World, and is the great Intention 
of the Goſpel, by Edward Fowler, oma Bicep ot 


Glouceſter, I 200. 3s bound, 
| . 


2 and tvs, Holborn, 


0 117. The Pantheon; or Fabulous Hiſtories of ihe 
Heathen Gods and Heroes of Antiquity, in ſhort, plain, 
and familiar Dialogues, for the uſe of Schools, by Andrew 


 Tooke, A. M. formerly Matter of the order 


12mo. with plates, 48 Gound. 


118. The Sick Man Viſited ; being üg ont, Me- 


ditations, and Prayers,.for ſupporting him under bis Di- 
temper, by Nathaniel N A. M. late e | 


of 8 8 vo. $$ bound, 


| 11. A Diſcourſe on the Happineſs of Good Men, and 
-” Puniſhment of the Wicked in the Next World, &c. 
by William Sherlock, ). D. late . of Saint Paul's, | 


3 gvo. 4 bound, 


120. A Diſcourſe on hs Divine Providence: by wil. 1 
liam Sherlock, D. D. ones Dean of Saint Fan's, gro. 38 64 


0 bound. 


I'S t. Ati 1 3 Wis an 1 of the 
5 Soil, Climate, Production, and Agriculture of North 


Ae and the Welt Indies, 2 vol. Svo. 108 bound, 


122. Modern Improvements j in Agr culture, contain-⸗ 
5 fr Principles of Tillage and Lago, the author's 
extenſive Practice, &c. by Mr. For es, 810, with copper= 


P 68. bqund. 


123. Cicero de Officiis done 2 . Pearce, $; 5 b. 840, 
| 1 0 


. The Hiſtory of Women 5 All Nations, from 
the Earlieſt Antiquity to the Preſent Time, their Man- 


ners, Cuſtoms, Dreſs, Ornaments, Edvcation, Accome 


„ eee dec. oy William Alexander, M. D. 2 vol. 8 o. 


148 bound. | 
4. The ede 1 9 of the Earth throughout 


all its Revolutions, from the Creation to its Diſſolution, 


by Worthington, 80. bs Bound. 


126, A Treatiſe on Maritime 88 with Aa 'Prefac 
tory Eflay on Draughts and cl ha by Murdoch Mac- 1 


a 40. 6s boards, 
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Books printe. por ans fold * 
Plays and poems, written by T. Swollet, 


Pl. 5. with Memoirs of his Lite and Ong mo: 43 , 
bound. 1 


128. Caſes in Law and Equity, K. B. and Ghankery; i in 


ova the 12th and*'r3th of Queen Anne, with two Treatiſes on 
Debt, and on the Engliſh Conſtitution, 0 Lord Chief 
Baron Gilbert, 8vo. bs Bound. 


120. Diſcourſes on Prophecy, read at Lincoly? 5 Inn, 1 
at Warburton's Lecture, by Faſt Apthorp, D. D. Rec- 5 


tor of St. Mary Le Bow, 2 vol. 8vo. 125 bound. 


130. Le tters from the Dead to the Living, by the late 5 


pious and ingenious Mrs. Rowe, 12m. 3s 6d bound. 


131. The Life and Death of Mr. Badman, in a Dia- 


| logne between Mr. Wiſeman. and Mr. e by 15 
: John Bunyan, 12mo. 1s bound. 1 


132. Bibliotheca Technologica; or a a Philological Li. 


7 brany of Literary Arts and ny by en Martin, 
Fro. 78 bound. | 


. Liberal. Opinions; or the 0% of Benign, | 
by Mr. Pratt, 4 vol. 120. 128 ound. 5 


134. Paradiſe Regained, Samſon Agoniſtes, * Miſ. 


cellaneous Poems, by John Milton, 12mo, 3s bound. 


135. The Miſcellaneous Works, or Eſſays, 3 1 


ned Wi, 11 Oliver e M. B. 2 vol. 12mo, Cs 
Bound. 


136. The Original Works of William King, ELD. 


Advocate of Doctors Commons, with Hiſtarical Notes, 
Memoirs of the AV; &c. 3 vol. crown BYo. os od 
bound. 


137. Reports of Caſes dee in the Court of 


King's Bench, emp. Charles II. James II. and Wil- 
WH liam III. by Sir Bartholomew Shower, Knight, a new 
1 edition with Notes and References, by Thomas cn, | 
„ Eſq. 2 vol. royal 8yo. 11 88 bound, | 


138. Eſſays Addreſſed to Young Married women, by 


Mars. Griffith, 1zmo. 28 90 Is 


q—kUU— —ñ: 4 — aan a 


Ogi 21 Feare Holbort, 


9. The Conduct of thi 
; wp hn Locke, i8mo, 28 6d Ro, 


140. A Help to the Engliſh re containing a due - 


| ceſſion of all the Kings of England, Princes of Wales, 
Dukes, Marques, Earls, &c. by Peter Heylyn, D. D. 
Prebendary 0¹ Weſtminſter, 8yo. bs Zound. 


141. A Diſſertation upon the Epiſtles of Phalaris, with 
an Anſwer to Boyle's Objections, by Richard pron d. . 


D. D. 8vo. 68 bound. 


142. The Law of Teſtaments and Laſt Wills, contain- 
ing all that is neceflary to be known and practiſed by 
T eſtators , Executors, Administrators, Ke. Kc. by Robert | 


5 Richardſcn, 8vo. Gs bound, 


143. Upon a neu Plan, purely en to the Uſe of 
Schools, Practical P. ripective ; illuſtrated with thirty 


three eee and Moycable SENG, 8vo. 58 


Go . 


144. The Rationale of Circulatiag 1 Numbe rs, | with 


the Inveſtigations of all the Rules and peculiar Proceſſes 


uſed in that part of Decimal Arithmetic ; to which are. 
added, ſeveral curious Mathematical Queſtions ; with uſe. . 
ful Remarks on various parts of the Marhematics, 8vo. | 


45 boards, 


145. A D taten on Ahe 0 of Infinite. 


Converging Series, tranſlated from the Latin of A, M. 


Lorgna, Profeſſor of Mathematics in the Military Co- 
lege of Verona; with Notes, and- an Ae 40. 


108 6d boards. 


146. A Se to Profe flor Lorpus? s Summa- 
tion of Series; to which are added, Re: Marks on Mr. 


Landen 8 Obſervations on dhe ſame Ladder, 4 0. 28 be Th Þ 


; ſeed. | 


; conn by Mr. Landen's Appendix to his Obſervations” 
on the fame Subject, 4to. 15 6d /erved. 


The Five preceding Books by Henry Clarke, Pie on 
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Subjects, 


Books Frinied for and 12 by 


wy 48. A ſhort IntroduMbn of Latin Grammar, by 
Edward Whittenal, D. D. r2mo. 18 bound, _ 


149. The Gardeners Pocket Dictionary, 0 or Sy 1 


atic Arrangement of Trees, Shrubs, Herbs, Flowers, 
Fruits, &c. by John Abercrombie, Author of the Gar- 
deners Kalendar and other works on Gardening, 3 vol. 


120, 10s bd bound. 

t go. Cæſuris Commentarit de Bello Gallico, with an 
Engliſh Tranſlation for the uſe of Schools, by the Reve- 
rend Johnſon T owers, M. A. 80. 5s bound. 


15 1. The Letters of Junius, complete in L x vol. I mo. 


3s 6d bound, 


153. The New Whole Doty of Man, containing the 
Faith as well as Practice of a Chriſtian, neceflary for all 
families, a new edition with plates, Byo. 6s bound, 


I TY A Courſe of Lectures on pneumatology, Ethics, 


and Divinity, with References to the moſt conſideraple 


Authors on each Subject, by the late Reverend Phil! 
Doddridge, D. D. the third edition, to which are added 


the Neceſſary Referenves from the various Writers who 


have app-ared fince the author's deceaſe, by Andrew 


8 IPO, D. D. 2 vol. 8vo. 158 bound, 


154. Another ties of the above work, 2 vol, royal 


Bro. I] IS bound. 


1 from: an Offices. in the de to his 


Friend in England, containing fore Account of France 


and Italy, by G. L. . Ela. 8vo. 3s 6d ſewed. 
186. Thoughts of Cicer o, on Various Subjects, publihed 


| in Latin, and French, by the Abbe D'Olivet; to which is 
now added an Englith Tranſlation, with Notes, by the 
7 1 Alexander Wiſhart, mo. 38. 6d bound, 


167. Moral and Sentimental 1 on Miſcellaneous 
written in Retirement on the Banks of the 
Prenta, by J. W. e of KR 8, 2 vol. 
120. 0s bound. | 
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Opilvy and Speare, Holborn, 


158. An Eſſay on the Compoſition of a Sermon, from 
the French of the Reverend John Claude, with Notes 
6 John Robinſon, 2 vol. 8 vo. 128 bound, 


160. A Proſpect of F uturity, i in four Di fer tations, on 
the Nature and Circumſtances of the Life to Come, with 
a Preliminary Diſcourſe on the Evidence of a Future 
State, and an Appendix on the General Conflagration of = 
the World, by 51 homas Broughton, . A. 1 M. yo, 6s 


bound. 


160. An Absage nt of the Expoſition of the Creed, 

written by Dr. Tohn Pearſon, Biſhop of Cheſter, by T ho- | 
mas Biſhop, D. D. of St. t Mary at Tower Ts e 
8vo. 48 bound, "ys 


161. Pious Teughte concerning ts Knowledie and 
Love of God; and other Holy Exereiſes, by the late 
ee Archbiſhop of Cambray, vo. 25 Ed ſeru ed, 


162. Military Hiſtory of Guſtavus Adol phus of Swes 
den, and of England, from the Year 1631 to the Year 
1648, by an Engliſh Gentlewan, I 210, 36 Go.. 


163. Chriſt alone Exalted; being the complete Works 
of Tobias Crip, D. D. ſometime Miniſter of the Golpel 
at Brinkworth, in Wiltſhire, containing fifty-two Sermons 
on ſeveral Texts of Scripturez to which are added Ex- 
pianatory Notes and Memoirs of the Author's Life, by 
the late Dr. Gill. 2 vol. 8yo. 128 bound. 0 


3 164. The Works of the late ingenious Mr. George 
Farquhar, containing all his Poems, Letters, Eſſays, aud 
Comedies, 2 vol. 12m0. bs bound. 


; 165. Plays, written by Sir Jaun Vanburgh, 2 vol. 68 
ound, 12 ; 


166. 1 Divine and Moral, bes with 
Hieroglyphics of the Life of Ma n, full of my ates, b 
Frangis Qualen, do. 78 S 
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Books printed for and ſold by © 
167. The glorious Victory of Chaſtity in Joſeph's hard 


. Conflict, and his Happy Eſcape, by B. Jenks, Rector of 
Hatley, Shropſhir e, XC, 1210, 18 bd bound. | 


168, The Unfortunate Engliſhmen, or Narrative of 


the Diſtreſſes and Adventures of John Cockburn, and 
five other Mariners; who were taken by the Spaniarde, 


in the Welt-Indies, and ſuffered incredible Hardſhips on 


the courſe of a Journey through South America: an * 


count of the Manners,Cuſtoms, &C. oy the Tadians, $ 
EP feed, | 


169. Winter Riches, or a "Mikellany of Wbt, 
Directions, and Obfervations neceſſary for the Laborious 


Farmer, or a new Vegetable Syſtem of Agriculture, on 
Principles of Fact and Demonſtration, by Matthew 


Peters, Author of the Rational Farmer, 8yo. 35 Gde. 


170. The Rational Farmer, or a Treatiſe on Agri- 


culture and Tillage, pointing out many Errors of Com- 
mon Management, ſaggeſting and deſcribing a new and 
improved profitable Syſtem, &c. by Matthew Peters, 
Member of the Dublin ee Society, Kc. dvd. 


28 bd 2 wed, 
17.1. Momoiri of the Marſhal Duke of Berwick, 1 writ « 


ten by himſelf, with a Summary Continuation from the 

_ Year 1716 to his Death in 1734, together with « 

Pauegyric on the Marſhal, by Montetquien, Explanatory 
e Original Letters, Kc. 2 vol. 8vo. 128 Gornd, 


172. Tables of Weights and Prices, on a New Plan, 


by which the Value of any Quantity of Goods fold by 
 Avoirdupois Weight, fron a tingle pound to five tons. 
and from two ſhillings to ten guineas per hundred, may 


be known without the labour of multiplying or dividing, 


jo Particularly uſeful to dealers in hops, woo), bay, cheeie, 


grocery, &c. by J. Oy of Faroham, Surry, 12110. 
25 6d bound, | | 


173.8 gtereometry, « or the Art of anne de Eaſy, V's 


| by the help of a fliding rule, with an Appendix of Conic 
Sections, by i Nou Everatd, £4q: I 2000, 3 bourd, 


ds O18 a 1 Sis 193258 2 55 ** ; 


Ogiluy and Speare, Holborn. 
174. The Freemaſon's Pocket Companion; contain- 
ing the Origin, Progreſs, and Preſent State of Freema- 
ſonry, Liſt of Grand Maſters and other Officers, their 
Cuſtoms, Charges, Conſtitutions, Orders, and Regula- 
tions; with a complete Collection of Toaſts, Songs, Pro- 
logues, Epilogues, &c. to which is now added, a Collec- 
tion of the moſt approved Engliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh - 


Songs, 12 mo. 35 bound, _ b 

176. The Fable of the Bees, by the ingenious B. Man- 
deville; proving to a demonſtration, that Private Vices 
are Public Benefits. Now printed on a large letter, in one 
vol. S vo. price 88 bound. ; 


176. The Hiſtory of the Ruſſian Empire, nnder Peter 
the Great, by M. de Voltaire, 2 vol. 80. 108 bound, _ 


177. Conjectural Obſervations on the Origin an 4 
Progreſs of Alphabetic Writing, 8vo. 38 / we. Wo 


171. A New Method of Curing the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
- by Fumigation ; together with Critical Obſervations on 
the different Methods of Cure, &c. by Sir Peter Lalonette, 
Phyſician of Paris, with Copperplates, illuftrating the 
Machines, Chymical Apparatus, &c, deſcribed in the 
Work, 8 vo. 3s /erbell. %%%; ͥ ny 
179. The Life of Servetus, who was burnt for 
Herely, by Jaques George de Chauffre, with Hiſto- 


a ical Notes, Svo. 3s / be. 


180. Egerton's Theatrical Remembrancer, containing 

a Complete Lift of all the Dramatic Performances, their 

Various Editions, Dates, Sizes, the Theatres where per- 
formed, an Account of Unpubliſhed Plays, &c. to which 
are added, Notitia Dramatica, being a Chronvlogical 

Account of Events relative to the Engliſh Stage, 12mo., 
435 bd bound. _ „ e 


: 181, Thoughts in Younger Life, on Intereſting Sub- 
ects, or Poems, Letters, and Eflays, by G. Wright, Eſq. 


” 


Author of the Rural Chriſtian, i2mo. 3s bound. 


182, A New Pocket-Book, or Spelling Dictionary of 9 


the Engliſh Language; ſhewing the Exact Orthography, 
Quantity, Accent, Pronunciation, Number of Syllables, 


Fart of Speech, &c. by James Buchanan, 1 2m0, 28 bound, _ 


have been made in England, 
| King Charles II. both againſt the Court and the Miniſ- 
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Books piping fir Ogilæy and Hure br 


183. The Hiſtory of the ſeveral Oppoſitions which 


from the Reſtoration of 


terial Influence, by Sir My les Stanhope, Iamo. 3s bound. 


% . 
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My 3, 1794. 


CASE IN CHANCERY FOR THREEPENCE!! ö 


Eyre and Strahan, King 5 Printers, v. Ogiluy and Sheare. 


A few days previous to the laſt General Faſt, the De- 
fendants, through ignorance of the law, fold one copy of 
the Form of Prayer, appointed to be uſed upon that oc- 


caſion, not printed by Autboriiy of the King's Patent. 


The Plaintiffs, without giving the fmalleſt icitimation 10 


defi, filed this bill to compel the Defendants to account 


to them for the profit arifing from the ſaid fale, — 


Upon being ſerved with the Snbpana, the Defendants 


applied to have proceedings ſtayed; which the Plaintiffs, 


after conſiderable heſitation, agreed to, on condition of 


Deſendants paying coſts and making affidavit to the ſale.— 
This important cau/e was this day finiſbed, when the 
Plaintiffs received Threepence, the profit arifing fron 

the ſale, and when the Attorney, Edward S. Foſs, of 


Gough Square, did not bluſh to LECeIVE 1 . 6s 1928 for 


. 9 coſts incurted. 


N. B. Andrew 3 one of the Plaintiffs, "I a 


conſiderable ſum anwmally, in the way of trade, from the 
induſtrious Defendants againſt whom. this bill was filcd ; 

who now publiſh this caſe for the purpoſe of cant zoning 
the Public againſt a ſimilar offence, and that the bee 


character of Aaren, en N be more e * 


Known. , 


- Pethape Gin 18 1 ply + — wh ch has ever occurred 


is in the Hiſtory of Law) "of a-Bilt'2 ain Chancery having been 


Aled to recover fo mall 8 forn as Ihr ee pence; and de- 
ſerves to e recorded in the future editions of the CUR 1- 
asiTiEs of LiTERATURE, as a happy n of 
the Law agen Summum Jo ſumma injuria, 


8 4% Wa" 6; 3 ; R 4 N 
a br N 2 N * 188 n 1 's 7 4 n 7 1 dy 
| eld eat , : Sd IT" 2 SY IF: en . * 
2 e ay mann S Wald or te tho ig a rettirs — LED 


K 
LE — 


